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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common
interest in keeping cage birds in captivity. To educate
members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.

January 26, 2012

Movie Night
and Ice Cream
(Sorry no popcorn)

Featuring:
The Winged
Dinosaur
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LETTERS
to the
EDITOR
Letters to the Editor are
always welcome. Send your
comments or suggestions to:
RECBC
Attn: Newsletter
P.O. Box 6232
Santa Rosa Ca. 95406
or
email me at
glenti@comcast.net
Thank you!
Newsletter Editor

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN OUR NEWSLETTER?

Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00
Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial Ad sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for Commercial Ads and glenti@sbcglobal.net for
Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s
staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@recbc.net

PRESIDENT
George Lentini (13)
(707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

AFA Delegates
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804
Karyn Paulson (707) 996-9769

VICE PRESIDENT
Earl McEnaney (13)
869-1229

Club Librarian
Cheryl Cattan

SECRETARY
Karyn Paulson (13)
(707) 996-9769
kmp@vom.com

Hospitality
Carolyn Rawlinson (707) 778-9269

TREASURER
Linda Karnstedt (12)
(707) 566-1366
Linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com

Newsletter Editor
George Lentini (707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE

Photography
Members

Cheryl Cattan (13)
(707) 664-8965

Raffle
Cheryl Cattan (707) 664-8965

Donna Shore (13)
(707) 585-7524
dshore@recbc.net

Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney & George Lentini
Website
Jackie Turner

Chloe Jane Baskin
(707) 823-1675
shelterescue@gmail.com

Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

Calendar of Events
February 23rd - Wild Bird Rescue
March 22nd - Judy Irving (producer of Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill)
April - May - June - Accepting topic suggestions
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BIRDIE BUCKS
Birdie Bucks are distributed by our Raffle Chairperson,
Cheryl Cattan, at club meetings and events.

You can earn Birdie Bucks by:
• Donating to the meeting raffle table
• Bringing food to share at meetings
• Volunteering at events (i.e. Apple Fair, Home and
Garden Show, and the RECBC BIRD EXPO)

Beginning in January 2012, Birdie Bucks may
be redeemed at major raffle events.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Happy New Year
I’m really late for this Newsletter. Oh well, time to get
with it again, get back on track. I already blew my New
Years Resolution and I’m not going to tell you what it is.
So There.
This month we have a great Movie.
The Winged Dinosaur.
In 2002, the discovery of a beautiful and bizarre fossil
astonished scientists and reignited the debate over the
origin of flight.
How's that. Should be interesting.
Hope everyone has a great New Years.
See you at the meeting.
(The picture below was in the November’s newsletter.
I just love African Greys.)
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Welcome New Member!
Nancy Flor

Support the
Future of Birdkeeping
Visit AFAbirds.org to monitor new
legislation that might threaten us. Write
letters, send emails and attend hearings
to set misguided legislators straight.

EARLY BIRD ADS
In Home Bird Sitting Service
(707) 585-7524 or email
Donna Shore at dshore@recbc.net

There are those Greys again.
What is it about those Greys,
George ???
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THE FEATHER FARM, INC

RECBC Members Receive
10 % off on Bird Food, Cages and Supplies
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General Meeting Place

Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway Exit from 101
4th Thursday of the month
Meetings begin promptly @ 7:00 P.M.

Support our additional Sponsors!
Please show your membership card prior to purchase.
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229.
Call for availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby
birds to all RECBC members.
The Bird Exchange & Honkey Donkey Farm.
5355 Hall Road, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95401
Phone: (707) 575-0433
10% discount on cages and supplies only to RECBC members.
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RAFFLE
Pickings are getting a little slim and we
need your help with donations!
♦Remember...they don’t have to be bird related or new -

just in clean, usable condition
♦One man’s junk is another man’s treasure
♦We like re-gifting, so help us out
♦This is one of the clubs’ main resource of funds
♦Your dues only pay for a small fraction of club
expenses

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Lets start the New Years Off
Right - Indulge
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Minutes of the Board
December 15, 2011
Present: Chloe Baskin, Cheryl Cattan, Linda Karnstedt, George
Lentini, Karyn Paulson, Bonnie Scheffler
President George Lentini called the conference call meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m.
The President’s Report, Treasurer’s Report and Outreach Pro‐
gram agenda items were omitted, since this meeting was called
primarily to begin planning topics for 2012 club meetings.
New Business: The following suggestions and plans were made
for upcoming meetings, including planning for new officers:
January – Ice cream social and video, as well as nominations for
board membership. George will contact Carolyn to determine
the specific movie.
February – A program about the Chanate Wild Bird Rescue was
suggested. Chloe will visit and investigate. Potential board mem‐
ber bios will be presented.
March –Judy Irving (producer of Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill)
will speak about the Brown Pelican documentary she is working
on. George will ask Donna to contact her by January 1, 2012.
Elections will be held.
April – Installation of new board officers. More program ideas
were discussed and various people agreed to contact potential
speakers for available months, among them Blue Wrigley, Dr.
Scott McDonald (George will email him, hopefully scheduling him
for May 24), Dr. Rupiper (Chloe), and The Bouverie Preserve
(Karyn). At the January meeting, George will ask club members
for ideas and contacts. Visiting Safari West may be skipped in
2012, but Linda will look into an alternative tour plan for con‐
firmed attendees.
Other New/Old Business: Linda will make sure the RECBC has
space reserved for its 2012 meetings at the Animal Care Center.
The January board meeting will take place at Bonnie’s home at 7
p.m. on January 19, weather permitting; otherwise by confer‐
ence call.
Submitted by Karyn Paulson.
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Birdkeeping Naturally
EB Cravens
November ‘11
“We’ll Be Their Safe Haven”
Yesterday we had visiting aviculturists from the Pacific
Northwest out here vacationing and hence stopping by for a
brief avian social call. This week has been exceptionally hectic
with April interviewing for her new credit union position and
me trying to deal with overdue macadamia nut orders, a new
home for our rescued rabbit, and a cape parrot who has not
been feeling up to snuff. So we rushed around prior to Jean and
Dan’s visit, cleaning and raking and washing all the sea saltencrusted windows in the house, popped the poodles into the
outdoor shower along with us, and had a delightful evening
talking macaws and other interesting ‘birdstuffs.’
Well, today is my birthday.
Sixty-three trips around the sun and still climbing trees. So I
am going to treat myself and do something I have never done in
all the one hundred ninety or so issues of “Birdkeeping Naturally.” I am going to return to my archives of the 1996-97 beginning of this self-made series and re-publish one of my favorite articles—to save some time obviously and to beat the
Thanksgiving Holiday rush for those who have society newsletters to get out. Most of today’s readers will not have seen this
piece, or would not have remembered it…
U.S. aviculture embodies a restless striving for maturity—a
sort of birdkeeping middle age it seems. A goodly portion of us
who love and keep avian species are finding that mankind’s
view of the earth around us is changing so quickly , that many
of the reasons we began keeping birds in the first place are no
longer adequate. On all sides we find ourselves bombarded with
questions about avian conservation measures, hybridization,
pet industry standards of care, breeding farms whose success is
measured in numbers of offspring, and the overall quality of the
birds we birth and raise.
Certain moral dilemmas might have been resolved when the
bird clubs and AFA stood up with others in aviculture and had
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the courage to say, “No more wild-captured pet parrots.” Just
as with the endangered rhino, the gorilla, the orca, someone
had to be the first to shout “no more trapping.”
Now the ethical questions in captive birdkeeping abound on
different fronts. Are there enough good homes for the longlived psittacines being given up and placed in rescue centers
around the country; will we find a way to preserve in the U.S.
the lusterless species that have little popular appeal; do the
desires for new and rare mutations drown out love for the natural nominate species; where does each of us stand as the rest of
the world’s birdkeepers argue out the question of wild-caught
imports in their own bird clubs and legislative corridors? Truly
this middle age of American aviculture is an era fraught with
mid-life crisis!
It is clearly not a time when we birdkeepers can stoically sit
back and ignore the problems facing the captive bird trade
without trying to get involved and help in some small fashion.
What is needed is compassionate professionalism in the aviary
and cooperation amongst all those working with the best interests of the birds in mind.
Our world’s ecology is changing at a dizzying rate, Species-plant and animal--are being uprooted and transported thousands of miles to new continents, there to be kept, bred, even
to escape and once again take root on foreign soils. Many nurseries and commercial greenhouses are facilitating change to the
vegetative zones all across North America so fast that scientists
cannot be sure just what species will be prevalent in a given
area ten, twenty, thirty years from now.
In the face of such odds, many avicultural leaders consider
talk of re-release of captive bred birds into the wilds as totally
unrealistic. Others, I included, consider it a hopeful dream now
being realized. As optimists, we believe knowledge of techniques necessary to accomplish such goals will increase incrementally. Perhaps whole preserves for donated exotic birds will
become a reality in this or nearby countries.
In the mean time, what we bird lovers, keepers and former
breeders can offer our flocks is “a safe haven,” a place free
from harm, stress or undue danger where the birds can live out
their lives with as much happiness and contentment as we can
provide.
A safe haven…a place of rest and protection on the road
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from here to there. At its best, such a site will mimic the native
environment for the species being kept---after all, green is
green and wood and water are much the same everywhere!
When I first became committed to natural methods of birdkeeping, I thought the most difficult task would be the feeding
of wildcrafted and raw foods and the providing of green material and fresh branches for my flock to perch within and chew
upon. But in truth the hardest part of birdkeeping naturally is
keeping the interest level and mental stimulation of my birds
satisfied. There is always a cage whose occupant would like extra wildflowers, another rotting log, new potted plants, a
change in toys, more frequent baths, or a companion with
which to bond. Natural birdkeeping is ceaseless work! A safe
haven means a natural habitat in which my birds are as comfortable and at home as possible.
A brief word about this term bird collection. A speaker at
one convention stated that there is no cure once one gets the
‘bug for birds’ and that he owns 2000. I disagree. The ‘bug’ for
birds in some of the most devoted keepers in America can be
cured by having a single pair of budgerigars. It is not the number of birds I keep that makes me a praiseworthy aviculturist. It
is not the desire for more, newer, or more expensive species
which satisfies. It is the love and fascination for the birds as
birds…not income producers, status symbols, or part of an outof-control collection. I do not have a collection of avian species
any more than I keep a collection of apple trees or a collection
of dogs and cats.
Years ago when I found myself more excited about the acquisition of a new bird than about the prospect of caring for it
and learning from it, I took a serious look at what I wanted
from my avicultural hobby and realized it was to be close to
these wonderful winged creatures.
A safe haven. As soon as the amount of work involved in taking care of your flock increases to the point that you can no
longer get close to each and every one of them, it is time to
step back and examine your motives. Each and every one of us
has only so much time to give. And whenever there is a breeder
who gets burnt out and sells his flock, whenever there is a human relationship breakup over avicultural work load and stress,
whenever there are avian beings shuffled and dealt from one
home to another, split up, shipped out, sold—then I feel sad. It
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is hard enough keeping birds healthy and content in one site; to
transfer them when one is tired of the commitment is a type of
animal husbandry failure.
A safe haven. I now find myself cutting back the number of
pairs I keep in order to give more time to each aviary. As I
learned to let go my need to own new and finer species, my
pleasure began to come in different forms. To watch one of my
own handfed amazon pets grow and develop, learn to fly amidst
living trees, reach puberty and begin to love a mate of her own
species, perhaps raise a clutch of chicks, all while trusting me
enough to come to my shoulder for a head scratch and a treat!
This is only possible when I have aviary space to keep offspring
for years—and not pass them on to a strange place after weaning.
For me, aviculture with a smaller flock is infinitely more rewarding. There are fewer day-to-day factors I feel guilty about,
fewer neglected fine points in my flights. With limited funding I
now find I can plan and build larger aviaries, offer foods purchased in organic and health food stores, and spend greater
amounts of time with each bird. Not only is my hobby facility
tidier, more streamlined and efficient, but I now have more
time for a private life beyond my birds. Cutting back my number of species—as my expert friends have been saying for
years—allows me to greatly increase the number of pairs of my
focus species. Each duo of birds becomes a favored project so
to speak, towards which I can extend problem-solving energies,
and from which I can glean new insight and learning.
And the time I now have extra for myself? I am using it to
begin work on my life’s own safe haven…
Aloha nui loa, EB Cravens, 1996
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All About CITES
The term "CITES" stands for "Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species". The purpose of the CITES Committee is to monitor or participate in the CITES meetings and to assist the USFWS when information about
the trade in parrots or their keeping and breeding is needed. Since CITES is set
up in tiers, much of our “ground-level” experience is first offered at the CITES
Animal's committee level. It is surprising how often aviculture’s opinions on Psittacine issues is agreeable to that of the USFWS, and frequently their proposals
parallel our concerns on the same subjects. In the past, the USFWS has
granted the AFA official NGO (Non-Govermental Observers) status so we can
attend Animal’s Committee meetings and provide input. As well, the chairman
of the Animal's committee has frequently extended an official invitation for the
AFA committee chair to attend the Animal's committee meetings. This IS “our”
voice to those that govern the trade in birds and animals on an international
basis.
The Difference Between CITES and the US Endangered Species Act

1.

Many aviculturists are confused about our wildlife laws and how they
"interact" with each other. One of the most confusing points is that CITES
Appendix I listed species are not always "US Endangered Species". This is
because the US ESA or United States Endangered Species Act protects or
lists species that meet certain criteria, not necessarily the same as the criteria to list them on CITES Appendix I.

2.

Many of the larger macaws are listed on CITES Appendix I, and therefore
their International trade is prohibited except as captive-bred birds coming
from a CITES approved facility. CITES Appendix I includes the Spix's macaw, Lear's, Scarlet, Military, Buffon's, Blue-throated, Hyacinth, Red-fronted,
Blue-headed, and Illiger's macaws. Yet the US ESA does not include any of
these except the Spix's and Lear's macaws. So, for all intents and purposes
here in the United States, we can freely exchange, breed, or possess any of
these birds except the Lear's or Spix's macaw within our State, or in interstate commerce. To trade or sell a Spix's or Lear's macaw from one State to
another would require federal permits. The arms of the CITES Convention
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only affect International movements at this point in time. The USFWS is
working on incorporating many of the resolutions into our domestic laws for
the future and we must keep an eye on the regulations to make sure that
these commonly kept and bred species are not restricted internally within
the United States. The American Federation of Aviculture, Inc. monitors the
Federal Register for any pending legislation that would affect bird keeping
here in the U.S.

3.

Currently the United States Endangered Species Act includes the following
parrot species (often found here in aviculture) and any movement across a
State line that involves money or commerce would require federal permits.
To loan or donate one of these species to another breeder in another State,
or within your own State does not require the federal permit. It is also legal
to sell these birds within your own State! NOTE: All of these species are
also listed on either CITES Appendix I or II and would require US Federal
and CITES permits to ship in International Commerce. (US Avicultural species listed on the US Endangered Species Act) Vinaceous, Red-browed,
Puerto Rican, Red-necked, Red-tailed, St. Vincent's, and Cuban amazons.
Golden and Blue-throated Conures, Thick-billed parrots, Pileated Parrots
(South American), Hooded parakeets. Recently more species have been
added to this act, some have been exempted from interstate commerce
permit requirements due to their pet-trade popularity here in the U.S. These
include the Moluccan cockatoo, and soon, the Umbrella cockatoo, redvented cockatoo and lesser sulfur-crested cockatoo. Check with the AFA or
your USFWS to see if a permit is required for sales across a State line before you ship a bird in commerce.

4.

Even though we call many of the parrot species now found on CITES Appendix I, Endangered, for our purposes here in the United States, with the
exception of the short list above, they are not regulated unless we plan to
ship them across an International border (yes, even Canada or Mexico).
The list of CITES Appendix I parrots is extensive and includes many of the
birds we breed and sell into our domestic pet trade. For a complete list, you
can contact the USFWS in Washington, at 800-358-2104, or visit
www.cites.org.
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be
published in the directory
unless otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping cage birds
in captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$32.00

$27.00

$27.00

$22.00

$22.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club

Pet/Breeder

Pet/Breeder

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Amazons
African Parrots
Budgies
Canaries
Cockatiels
Cockatoos
Conures
Doves
Eclectus
Finches
Gamebirds

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Grasskeets
Lories/Lorikeets
Lovebirds
Macaws
Parrotlets
Pionus
Ringnecks
Rosellas
Australian Parakeets
Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair, toymaking party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc.) Would you be interested
and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have any specialized
talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!
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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991

