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36 haoles of champicnship golf
g-hale Executive Par 3 golf course
Ten tournament-class tennls cowrts
Mulligan's Grill & cutdoor patic
Sumday brunch
Upscale dining
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Marlk Your Calendar

AIKEN

Atken Trials
Saturday, March 19
Aiken Training Track
(Gates open at 10:00 am

Aiken Steeplechase
Saturday, March 26
Aiken Horse Park
Gates open at %30

Horses & Courses Art Walk
Tuesday, April 5
Downtown Aiken

642-7631

Earth Day 2016
Saturday, April 23
Newberry Street
Begins at 930 am

(42-T767

Lobster Race
Friday, May 7
Downtown Aiken
Begins at 5:00 pm
646-0523

Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine
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Some of the most popular Events in Alken
take place during the spring months.
You won't want to miss these!

Pacers & Polo
Saturday April 2
Powderhouse Polo Field
Gates open 10:30 am
641-3406

Walk MS5:; Aiken
Saturday, April 9
Virginia Acres Park
Checl:in at 8:00 am
8533721331

Mead Hall Strawberry Festival
Saturday, April 23
St Thaddeus Church
Begins at 10:00 am
4746077

Aiken Bluegrass Festival
Friday, May 13
Aiken Fairgrounds
Begins at 4:00 pm
G40:9287

Aiken Horse Show
Sunday, April 3
Hitchcock Woods
Begins at 9:00 am
64240528

St Thaddeus Home & Garden Tour

Saturday, April 16
St Thaddeus Church
6480417

Run United
Seturday, April 30
Newberry Street
Checkin at 6:30 am
(496245

Hops & Hogs
Friday, May 20
Hayne Avenue

Begins at 6:00 pm
6492221

3
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18
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24

AIKEN EVENTS:
Mark your cabendar for these popular Springtime Events!

ATKEN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA:

sliwry submiited by the Aiken Sympfony Orohesing

APPLIED RESEARCH CENTER:
by Helene Tavlor

GARDENING: by Meredith Boytan Walker
Top 10 Essentials for a Southem Garden

EARTH DAY AIKEN:

Plan to atiend the cvents in dosmiosn Aiken
om Samarday, April 23nd.

GOLF IN AIKEN:

Check out the tee times at owr local courses!

2 ? TRAVEL: #vtireg MeClimey

Charleston Tea Plantaiion

CONTENTS

Spring 2016

R_EC[ PES: Warm weather is just around e commer,
,% 1 chock out some of our cool Tocd Tea recipes!

MNOW YOU KNOW: Grnd Heotels of Aiken

3 4 by Marty Buitey
THE LONGEST TAPE MEASURE:

4 0 by Do Shiiver

IN EACH ]|SSUE:
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Cine of 1he mwost dhillceh thmgs dor lesirm ans s sndalt smd somethong | presch e car kids om oo regubar basis 1% 1o

comgpeine yonrsell o yoursell snd wdhere you want 1o be,

real Ll 11 s leilly coanlennbmipee when yow conseler -.:\'-;:1}Ihi1|}__'. amcl § mean everylhang 2= an aball 15 o drec) com-

el lox comipeme yoursell B cdbers. 1 soancls spmgsle bl 1

[t | rowm wher msikes Lhe most ITHAmEy o Ny Yeirs bl onie tesn beil amedber, who won the e, who s

beller konking: the sl coulid o on 1o perpetngy

Wiell, in the Spring 1= of Go Adken! Magaeeme, we' Tl explore some greal compansons, or exomple, Adken 1s

the: home of the World's Longest lape Measure, In IEEZ, scieniests delemmined the distamce 00 the sun by sefing up o

syalern in downtown Adken on Lavnens St
15 ome of ondy Pvo places 1 5C where e 1s oo

Ihe: Chorleston Tea Plantution on Wadmalew Island near Chorleston,

win aned 15 e onky selive Lea plangafion m AmeTici

Sume: of Lhe best godl courses in Che area omd m the world heree named boles on ter courses aller cerimn Ooe-
ers. Mot to be out done, we'll tell you the 10 esseptial thowers o have in any Southemn Crarden.  MNear the torn of the
Last century, Adken was considersd io be the Sportsman’s Center of the South. The list of wealthy industrialists 15
stagaenng, Yoo either had o winter residence i Adken, or wished that you did. Lven more staggering were the opu-
lent kotels that honsed their guests, Two of the breest wooden hatels in the world aeere right dowmtoan Aiken,

Aiken is consistently ranked in the Top 10 ploces to retire m Amenca. One such reason 15 the wealth of coltural

cVEnLs

In its ever expanding realm of culture, Alken 15 now ome W Ws own symphony. The all pew Adken Sym

phony was founded this past vear apd 15 well on its way to providing Aiken with phenomenal classical concerts

Whike we are not the biggest lifestyle magazme 10 Alken, we stnive to be the best. With more featore stories than

advertisements and explonng more in-depth what makes Adken such a grest place to cheer about - Go Adken!
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Wiken Crelire:

Thereis 2
sound of
music in the
air these days
in Aiken -
rich, elegant,
classical music.

AJKEN ﬂ(_ﬁ. MPHOMNY ORCHESTRA

The music 1= coming from the recently created Aiken
Symphony Orchestra, which completed it's first scason in
February. The group's third concert in the inaugoral
scason was Feb. 25, when violinist Vadim (Gluzman per-
formed works by Beethoven at Aiken First Baptist
Church.

In addition to the brilliance of Gluzman's playing, the
Aiken audicnce had the rare chance to view and lisico to
a 1650 Stradivanus violin on extended loan to the
musician from the Siradivari C
audicnce heard onc of the hest violinists play
the hest violins cver madce.

The idca for the Aiken Symphony Orchesira came

its muidst.
=mgine driving the creation of the
Diomald Portmoy provides the
musical magic that mms black and white note a pagc
inter eolorful sounds of wonder during performances.

Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine
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Aiken Culiure

Holstebier was instromental o tee creaiion of tee
Adken Performing Arls Croowp (mow Alken Perloom-
ing Arls) and has piven the benelil of s experise
Lo the Alken communily [or many years, bringing Lo
thiz city some oulslanding professional performers,
MNow he 15 wsing his cnorgy and viswon o guide o
now arlisic endevor inthe Altken Syvmphony
Chrchesira,

In Portnoy, Lthe Atken Symphony Orchesira has
am artisiic diresctor whoss reputation is well estab-
lished. Portney is the Irn MceKissick Koger Profes-
sor of Fine Arts i the Deportment of Music ol the
Universily ol South Caroling, when: he (eaches con-
ductinge amd violm,

The maesiro has led a number of orchestras in his
stillur canser. He was music director and conductlor
lor the Pillshburgh Opera Thealer and the: Pillsburgh
Symphony Chrchestra. He was appoanled the guesi
condueclor lor e season by Uhe Chima Opera and
Danee Symphony in Hegjinge. He hos served as poes)
condector around the Uniled Sles and in Argen-
lina, Brosil, Ching, England, Frunce, Cermany,
Poland ., Russig, Taiwan, Soulh Eorea, Taly,
Foomania and Switzerland.

In Columbia, he is the conductor for the 1180
Symphony and Chamber Orchestra. He has also
conducted af Piccolo Spoleto in Charleston, One
of his overarching achievements occurred in
2015 when he was honored with the Elizabeth
O¥Meill Verner Award for the Arts — the highest
honor the state of Sonth Carolina gives in the
HI

Hofstetter and Portnoy devel-
oped a relationship atter another
symphony came to the Alken com-
munity. With Hotstetter's eftorts, the
Mational Symphony Orchesita made
a stop in Adken at a sold-out event at
USC Alken's Convocation Center.
Hodstetter then helped the commu-
nity pel mezzo sOPTanc opcra star
Fredernica von Stade to perform one
of her farewell concerts for the
Mdken Porforming Arts Groap.

For that performance., FPortnoy
created the Crchestra of the
Midlands. That collaborative citor
between Hotstetter and Portnoy
helped kead to the creation of
today's Alken Symphony Orchestra.

Alrcady there have been two
highly successful cvents that have
added a new level of sophistication
o the commmunity's entertainment
calendar. Tlnder the directiom of the
renowned Portnoy, the Aikcn
Symphony Orehestra hosted pianist
Matasha Parcmski. who played
sclections by Tohaikovsky at the
opening concert for the Aiken
Symphony Orchestra.

Slory e phofog seatnritbed .|':.'.' thie At Svepiwoany Clrctaesire

Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine
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Faremski is a native of Eussia who emigrated (o the United States at age 8
and has been honing her musical skills since. She won the Gilmore Young Artisis
prize in 2006 at the age of 18, and has also earned the Prix Montblanc, the
Oirphenm Stiftung Prize in Switzerland and was named the Classical Recording
Foundation's Young Artist of the Year in 2000, She is the caliber of musician that
the Alken Symphony Chrchestra is bringing o the area

A change of mne was
oncler for the secomd perfor
mance when the Beijing
Cinitar Do played with the
Aiken Symphony Orchesira,
The 1w guilarisis are
emimeni perlormers indi
vidially, amd with thei
combined talents they are
exguisite, Meng Su and

g W

TeEs

The two are |:|.|11'|.=r|1|3. the
artists it residence for the
San rancisco Perfos
THAT four-year res
4||.':|-:':9.' A that retnrns
thenn to flve May Ares each

o=t 8 for SOy

; £% i1
public schools,

With the Febroary
concert. the Aaken
svinphony Orchestra 1s

ing a completely differ
enl iype of musicion and
program [rom the lirst (we
lerings. Glueman 15 a
classically traimed musician
who will perform with the
orchestrs in an all

ven comcerl. Included
progrum will be
en's Violin
Concerle m D Major, op.
], Drwverlure Lo Pro
und Symphony Mo, 7 in A
Major, op. 92,




Growing the Regional Economy through
Innovation and Technology Transfer

usl down the road in the Savannah Kiver Research Campas 15 the Apphed
Research Center, Inc, (AR, a small company spun off by the Economic
Development Parinershup (EDF).  The ARC 15 localed in Adken County’s $15
million, 60,000 square foot facility originally established as the Center for
Hydrogen Research m 2006 and now home 1o not only hydrogen research and
development with the Savannah River National Laboratory (SRNL), bat
smaller research and development companies. The close sssociation of Aiken
Connty, the EIN? and ARC reflects the close relationship and the desire by
those orgumizalions o cstablish an coonomy 1 which lechnology [or job
creation is 4 major plaver, The ARC's primary purpose and objectives are
[oeuesid on rescarch und development, echnology transfer and commeercialien-
tion in theee primary areas, national defense, bealth, and edvcation. This is
accomlished through the identification of unique technologies that can be
adapted to specific applications.

Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine

Seary by Halene Tavior

ey

Fhotos conriesy of Fred Hiome - Applied Ressarch Cenrer
" 4
1 o’

The Applied Research Center, with it"s focus on hiydrogen,
is working to make it & viahle and practical source of energy.
Hydrogen, when nsed in a fuel cell, is an emissions-free altema-
five Tl dhat cam be procuced Grom diverse epergy sources.
Work dene ot ARC, in partnership wilh suls manlactuners and
acaclemic onganizations, directly sepponts buikding the hydmgen
Tseling infrastrecture (el powers fuel cell vehicle., Compleled
in 209, ARC construcied a lydrogen fneling station in the
Sage Mill Indnstaal Park in Adken, whach is the only such
stafion i fhe sonfbeast, To support the infroduction of new
fechmology, & HICE Chevioled Silverado frick was purchased
that burns hydrogen in ifs mternal combastion engine. Since
then, ARC partnered with the Ciry of Morth Augisa to sliare a
A-passenger fuel cell bus, These energy-efficient velucles,
nsed for warions programs and events, ane feebed at the Sage
Mill station. The station has beemn used by 3 South Carolina
mannfaciurer of elecirie and fuel cell binses as part of their certi-
Frcation program, by the Matioual Instifufe of Stadards m fe
development of festing and measurerment squipment in s
of e wational Toydrogen mfrestrmeinne, aod by commercial gas
compeames o The distributiom of hydrogen to ter costomers,
Lirmie Claaput, & 30-year veteram af the LS. Departmeat of
Liawergy and former Deputy Manager of the Savannah Biver
Operstions Office, s been instrinnental in the developoment
and mnglementation of the hydrogen program, inclodmg the
constrocton of reszarch and hydrogen Facilines.

Hydrogen was the starting point for ARC ot cer-
tamly mot its only interest. Just over a vear ago, the
Advanced Ceraamics and Crlass T . windier e
direction of Dy, George Wicks, Chiet Technology
Difecer for ARC, was established with an emphasis on
specialty plass materials that can be wsed in a varety of
ways. ARCs core product and of mwost inlerest is
Porous-Wall Hollow (Glass Microspheres (PWHGMs),
which are a novel farm of glass micro-hallooans, 2 fo
N0 rmieroms i dimmeter (102 ta 153 the diameter of a
e hane) sorromnded by a | meron-thick silica shell.
The spheres hobd a network of interconn ected pores in
the rmerosphere walls that allow the tiny rcro-Talloons
o be filled with, store, and then release gases and other
materials. The microspheres were developed by Dr.
Wicks. former semor scieniist, along with other scien-
fists ot SENL, The microspleres were subsequently
licensed wa plass manmefacimrer with which ARC has a
development agreement.

Albive Tl Hvefrngen Froed Coll Bres ar
i Savaet MR Fuielimg Srarion

Borvoun righe: Hyvdragen fieled rrick
oo AR balldieng,

Whale the nome sell sounds hke somelhing oul of &
Jomes Bond mewvie, there 15 potential for major appli-
calions across i broad mnge of mdesimes, particn-
larly 1 ihe mieshienl DGebd for doog delivery, MR
corel agenls, and plalfonms m reeeneraive
mesdicime, ineluding spplication Tor the delreery of
amii-caner drmgs. In ackdition to ther bromwl mnge of
putenhal medcal appliciions, ARCs parinershop
with st mgor umversily mvolved im amb-coumnberfel-
img lechmobopies demonsirales ther polental spphca-
om0 ather mdusioes. As Dy, Wicks hos sud many
timees, e potental for bollow slass microsplaeres 1s
limaned omly by your imagination™,

Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine
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Kcienee fn ouwr bockyard

ML omly has ARC branched ol from
hychroszem and Poroos-Wiall Holbos Cillass
Microsphieres, hul iz newest [scos area is
mirowave lechmolegy, which has a vamely
ol upplications, rungzimge from new methods
ol mumulaciurmg processing Lo destne:lion
of waste, The ARC has estublished a
mirowave laboralory thil conlams slale-
of-the-art microwave cquipment capable of
reaching temperaiures necessary o destroy
electronic cirowitry and an assortment of
waste streams, immobilize hazardous con-
sttues, and reclom valuable medals. With
its industrial partper, the technology is cur-
rently being adapted to manofacturing in
the antomodtive industry. ARC and its Tier
1 auto supplier are researching new ways o
use microwave kechnology o reduee cosls.
D Wicks also owversees the microw e

rescarch program.

Thas program provides leachers with
assslance on cwmricwlum developmend,
acpess Lo educatiomal malerials und eygup-
mend, hands on learning i ibe labs, e,
The Education, Trainmg und Developmenl
Luborulory al the ARC houses o regenera-
Livee [l cell system. This regencralive
lsel cell system is comprised of an clecino-
lyser, hydrogen songe beds, and o [uel
vell which represents the componenis of o
Begenerulive Fuel Cell Buckup Power
Swslem. Thee objpeclive is o provide
sludenls, leschers and nesearchers wilh Lhe
abilily Lo ursderstanad o (e imdividual

components ol a syslem operube. An educy- -

Lonul park adjscend Lo e Lacilily coolains
instrumemdalion (hal demonsinaes how
solar punels amd wind lurbines supply
isable poser o e production of

16

Besearch is important and its productive
application even more so. But that’s pot the total

The Center participates m
various community events through-
out the year, incloding the Earth
Day celebration, and supports the
commonity throveh participstion in
programs such as the SPARK
Program, which was founded m
200 with the goal strengthenmg
communities by helpimg vmder-
served vouth become mativated
leamers and connected community
membiers, and by encouraging
adualts to nurture the next zeneration
through mentoning and voluntesr-
I5m.

Toge wight - Wined tawrhiner supnly pereer for fvalrogen production

story of the orzanization. The “third leg"” 1s a

commitment o providing edocation and training
throwgh cducational cvtreach programs. This
inelodes collaboration with indvstry and scademia
on workforce skills traiming, student infemshaps,
curriculum development, and edventional resource
sharmg . Under the direction of D, Joette Sonnen-
berp, former SENL Associate Lab Director and
international researcher, the organization provides
national and mternational intemships and research
opportunities in its primary focus aress. To date,
over 160 teachers from the two-state region have
participated m the Clean Enerpy Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineening and Mathematcs (5TEM) Edo-

cation Program tor K-12 Teachers.

Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine

Abeve - Solar panels alne mpply neoded power
Bediom right - STEM teachery vinid ARC

Mo of this can be aceom-
phshed without matmmmentation
and amalytical devices. ARC has
soe of the most sophisticated
equipmment i the southeast to
support 105 focus areas. While
mal passessing a wide vanety of
equipmient, the emphasis is on
emly the eguipnent needed to
accoimplizl its massion. ARCs
Scanming Electrom Microseope is
coanparable fo or exceeds the
capabilities of others available in
the bocal or two-state area. The
advaniage is that it is available to
uwdustry, acadenia, s laboraio-
ries at reasonable mtes, As Labo-
ratory Mamager, Mr, Painick
Woodell, a retired 118 Army
Wonnded Warrior, is an experi-
enced techmician with advancad
skills, Mr, Woodell bronght 20
years of lob expenience wilh him
when b began his employmen
with ARC,

Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine

Sewuming Elecron Microseops

Fred Tomes, Chief Taeculive
CHficer for ARC, said, “we are
excited abweit car progress thus far
with the new rmcrosphene patent,
the wark on anti-coamiterfeiting,, the
parinership with imdusiry and our
educational ouireacts.

(5L Enbsresl 15

= | PWHIG M=)

Thanks to our taleaited
peaple, weve made a
great start.” Clwioasly,
thiat's true and there are a
ot of imgsartant, imova-
tive mntaives underway
af the Center. A sbated
preevicasly, the ARC™
ultimmate goal is o
preovide a steady stream
of jobs that relate fo, or
mmvolve the transfer of
technodogy o establish
the Aiken region as a
growing knowledge
econcany i the State of
South Carolina, 1t's
evident based on the
preogress made this Far
that the Ceniter 15 well on
its way w0 achieving the
goal as evidenced by the
mmuliviske of projects
already completed, those
underwiy, anad these
already present on (he
horreon amd by the Tocows
om echscalion and tnanimg
1y bt Tl oy woorrk fowees with
(he compelencies needed
1y arclebress the Jocal, simle
el maitiomal clewn enerzy
gosls an the hvlore,

HGMs all sizes
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: sk anyone who spends five minutes in our town, and they'll tell you that
Aiken i3 beautiful. Our parkways, downtown center, historic homes, equine facil-

ities, wooded retreats, and many more scenic spaces make Aiken a special place.
If you take a careful look, you'll see some patterns in what makes these areas so
lovely. The many blooming shrubs and trees dotting the landscape, along with
colorful foliage, is no accident. We Aikenites have spent a lot of time over the
years discovering which show-stopping plants make the grade with our soil and

climate.

Story by Meredith Walker Bovlan

When planning your own landscape, you may feel overwhelmed
by the huge selection available for our area. Look to this list as a
starting point for guaranteed loveliness in your own Aiken yard with
our most popular plants. Without further ado (and in no particular
order), here are the top 10 essential plants for the Aiken garden.

Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine

Azalea

What's not to love about azaleas? You can hardly turn a
coTner in our town without spotting one. Azaleas are in
full-bloom arotmd Easter, making our vards look all
dressed up for spring. Better vel, new varieties mean we
can enjoy the colorful azalea blossoms for more tham just a
few weeks in March or April. Bloom-a-thons and Encores
have risen in popularity the last several years for this very
reason. You can expect these bwo species to flower in
April, again in mid-summer, and once more in the late
fall, hanging on until the cold settles in, Unlike traditional
azalea varieties, Encores can take plenty of sun without
any burn to their wonderful blooms or foliage,

Mative azaleas, though a little different in bloom shape
and form than the traditional species, are stunning in full
bloom. Guests at the Masters Tournament ean spot the
National's fiery orange native azaleas from a mile away.
Native azaleas prefer morning sun and afternoon shade
with moist soil.

Fragrant Tea Olive

If you find yourself enjoying a sweet fragrance in the air
on a fall day in Aiken, you probably have the fragrant tea
olive to thank. The evergreen shmb's teeny-tiny blooms
pack a powerful scent. Osmanthus fragrans is well-
adapted to our soil and very easy to care for.

As with other fragrant plants, we recommend placing
these by doorways, windows, and outdoor living spaces to
fully enjoy the perfume. The tea olive will bloom for
approximately two months starting in September or early
October. Depending on weather, you may be treated with
additional short bloom periods scattered throughout the
winter and spring, too. Otherwise, glossy evergreen
leaves will fill vour garden in with lovely foliage through-
out the year.

gurdeniﬂ,

The gardenia is another fragrant winner to aromatize your
yard. The heady seent from this evergreen’s striking white

blooms is intoxicating on a nice spring or summer evening,.

Flant gardenias underneath windows or use in bouquets
and table arrangements to enjoy the lovely smell indoors
and out. The gardenia came to us from England by way of
Charleston in the 17004, and is appropriately named after
Dr. Alexander Garden.

You can expect gardenias burst open in the spring, with
some varieties, such as August Beauty, blooming again in
late summer. Gardenias can be planted in the ground or
enjoyed in container combo gardens for a special touch on
the porch or patio.

Varieties to tr

Recomneniding by Cofd Crack Nursermes

Azalea

 Florida Flame Nestive Azolea

Blonm-a-thon Pink Dowhle
Gexereper L. Tober (elirssic voryefy)

Fragrant Tea Olive

Osmantine fragrans
Crrnorrbfnes avromtisms
Crwnger Yedlow

Gardenia
Auwgust Bemity
Frast Proof
Dhisy
Camellia

Oesterbveer Mierepice
Red Yuletide
Fink Perfection

Hydrangea

COLD cn:m%j
AursEr e

S Hinc ek Parkom, Ak, 500, 28
(BT ALEUFEOT [ LA FEW]
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(jurdening Essentials

Dogwood

Yon know it's spring when the
dogwoads begin to bloom. The
dainty flowers practically burst
forth overnight as if to say
“come on, spring!” Part shade,
especially in the afternoon, and
plenty of water will keep these
trees happy. Flowering

dogwoods will t:.q:m:all:r reach
about 12 to 20 feet tall, making
them ideal for landscapes
snited to smaller trees. The
versatile dogwood will thrive in
both sun and shade.

If you plant it in a sunny spot,
vou can expect the tree to stay
shorter, nsually around 12 feet
tall, and it= fall foliage will be
more brilliant. Flanting in the
shade will give vou a smaller
tree. If vou're looking to attract
songbirds, the dogwood's
berries will pigue their
interest. Though the tree's
blooms are charming, its
winter silhouvette of spindly
branches with budded tips will
stand out in vour winter land-
SCAE.

Hydrangea

These showy blooming shrubs are a
favorite for many, from brides on their
big day to anyone looking to add eolor to
the dining room table. Shades ranging
from cerulean blue to lilac, and deep pink
to delicate blush can be found on these
part-sun, part-shade lovers. In fact,
hydrangeas are a natural soil pH indica-
tor. Blue blooms mean the soil is acidic,
wlj;ﬂe pink blooms indicate more basic
S,

Full sun hydrangeas such as oakleaf and
limelight feature conical flowers of sage
green amd eream. In the Victorian
language of flowers, hydrangeas symbol-
ized heartfelt emotions and gratitude. We
are certainly grateful to see such beautiful
blooms in our gardens throughout the
spring and summer.

Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine

Camellia

Finally something that blooms in the
winter! And “blooms™ is an under-
statement. Camellias are practically
dripping in shades of pink, red, and
white from late October through
early March, depending on the
variety. Camellias can be categorized
bwio ways: as japonicas or sasandguas,
with many varieties under each
species. Japonicas feature larger, but
fewer, blooms and grow up to 30 fect
over time. Sasanquas feature smaller
but more profuse flowers and max
out at 12 feet or 50. Sasanquas are
also more tolerant of full-sun condi-
tions than the morning-sun-loving

Japonicas.

Like the gardenia, the wildly popular
camellia first reached North America
via Charleston in 1786. The bloomer
was first planted at the famons estate
Middleton Place. Cultivars from
those original varieties can still be
seen at Middleton today. Aikenites
50 love this blooming evergreen
shrub that they named the coming
out of the town's debutantes the
Camellia Ball in the plant’s honor.
The annual Camellia Show at the
Aiken Mall, hosted by the Aiken
Camedlia society, is a fabulons oppor-
tunity to witness firsthand the
incredibly diverse and beautiful
flowers the camellia charms us with.

gu Fd-.‘.":fr‘.g Essentials

Magnolia

You can't talk about the guintessential soathern
landscape without mentioning magnolias, These
huge, sophisticated Aowers —symbols of bospital-
iy and grace—hring o mind moonlight, romance,
ancl swesr-tea accents, Many vanenes of mmgmolia
grandiflora, the classic southern staple. are well-
sutled 1o the Alken olimaie snd will enchant you
with sweet-smelling blooms for years to comes.

While their habit of shedding leaves year-round
s mesm o ke more upkeep, the magmoba’s
reward of gigantic fragrant floorers more than make
up For the extrn ompitenance, IF you're mio repir-
posing ., the foliage makes excellent greenery for
wrestths and ammangemenils, Magmohas are another
landscape feature H:almqmrr. you to think ahead on
when planimg; many virelies cin grow up o 46
foct If wou're in the market for something smaller,
the: vimely Kuy Pamis, which clocks inoal abow 200
foct in meaximonm height, is fitting.

Lampemlum

Crepe Myrtle

There's no dengying that the summers bere can
bie boatal. I you "re booking for a flowering tree
that cam tike the beat, the crepe myrile 15 a
perfect fit. And, when oot in bleom, the trec’s
pretty hirk and porgeos [l [olnge wll add
interest bo your landscape. You want to plan
wheud when plantimg crepe myriles, Some varl-
clics can be capectod o grow upwands of 30
feet tall, and their Mooms will shed inbo neadyy
prowrls.

The crepe mynile's journey to the southeastenn
115, 15 sm inberestmyg story, 18 st eame (o
England from its native China in the mid- 18th
cenlury, Dur neighbors across e poml weren'|
impreased with them, hivsever, bocause they
just wouldn't bloom. Tired of irying to get the
stuhbam trecs o flower, ey slipped them off
to the colonies to see if they would fare better, It
turmns out crepe myrthes Tove the beat so much,
that they'Il only bloom in temperatures like the
seorching South Carolinag summer has to offer.
It's mice having at beast ome up on that clasgic

Fnglish garden, aficr all.

The berapetalum’s decp parple foliage adds intercst and contrast to the Aiken landscape.

Also known as Chinese [mingellower, this eversreen (or ever-purple, vou might sav) delighls year-round, and
e cnlianced by fringe-hike white and pink blooans in te sprong. The Tosopetaliom loves oir acidie soal and
docsn't mand the scorching summer weather. Plos, this shrob tolerates drought conditions and isn't cspe-
cially susceptible to pests. You'll ooly need to prune these easy-care shrubs every once in a while o
maintaim whatever shape you like, In other words, the loropetalnm 15 4 no-brainer in just about any yard,

Nandina

When fall rolls around, many varieties of
nanclin enchant w with fiery foliage o
neark the season. The best way to describe
these casy shrake i ullctprood. They T
take the heat, drought, and freczing cold,
and won't succnmb o any pest. Mandinas
are especially fon as non-traditional *'thnll-
ers” i comil contamers. The beries of
the divmestica variety, which you'll spot in
he winter and early spring months, kend a
mice towch of color when it's cold oniside.

Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine




Educate

Engage Empower
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Saturday, April 23rd
Newberry Street Festval Center
T s T
9:30 am - 3:00 pm

Earch Dy weelend will hepin on Friday svenine, April 22
with Ligh Crar. Draring cthis event, select resmuranc will feanire
candlelic dming from 630 o 9.30 pn. Informadon abowe the
acivides, exhibiors, and sponsors of the Samorday events will be
ayailahle ar each resmurane

P.'. ]

g i
The Best Dressed Walls

i

From 9:30 to 300, Sameday April 23, 2016, the Newherry
Smeet Festval Cenrer will be devored o educadonal displas
Impinded ame boodes and wehicles hishfishane enersy savines and
green emvironemenl praccoes, new and developins echnoloziss,
s well as fan learmine experiences for children. Dise jockey Ed
Cirardeau will prondde music theoushoar dhe day, There will be
food vendaors, puppecesrs, and informative speakers Alken's own
Porkrhop Producdons will be on hand o enerein younses
chidren. The Aiken Biryele Clob is organizing the Earth Diay
Faznily Bi= Fide, a chres mile dde daroush the downiiown arsa,
char will scart from MNewberry Smeer and Parl Avenue ar 12:30.

Artwork

I'rarmiing

Southside Gallery

v, s hisicls S [1e=a SRR

Printinmo

Photosraphs

( :'!'.|'|'1|'|i|. I ¥e=1 o

T l:'Ell|:"i_'-""'|_|_||__'|__ ]
Marketing :

. i Earth Day Aiken

2258 Whiskeyv Rd ® Ajken, 502

The People Chass 5K rum and fim pon will scart ac
500 2m. Sanirday (9:15 for dhe fim pan) ar Park
Aserme and Newberry Smeer. Modeled after the
Urbanarhlon evens held in Chicapo, Mew Yook, and
San Framedsen, dhis popalar race will laad pardeipants

thromeh downeown Aiken past soch hismorical places

as the Ajlren Counry Courthonse, Coker Spring. the
Adken County Hismrical Moseum, and the Bomb
Sheleer burile n dhe 1950%. e secdon of the race
eoes throush Hircheock Woods where monmers will
mrzil mm znd bordls dovwmned mes ounks. They wil
crawl below police barricades, jumg over 500 kb
recyeled cardboard barriers, and oy cheir hand at
slidhinz acmoss the hood of a police car

Enery fees for the Ezrch Diay People Chase remain
famdh-frendly for 2016, Pardeipans 12 years and
under are free as long 25 accompanied by a regisrered
faricpan: who is 16 years or older Parocpans 13
and over who regier on line ar acdve com by April
10, 7016 will pay 525, Day-of regisraton will be
available ar a charge of 530

For more information, please call
Ron Dellamora at 803.648.779%4 or
Mary Anne Archibald ar 803.644.5737.

Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine
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" GOLF . AIKEN

hiken County 1= home to over 13 goll courses

was the first golf club in America to offer women's tees. Sage Valley Golf Club in just

decade of operation has already been ranked as one of the 100 best golf con

Here 15 a |,|'||._I-: l1st o the clubs m the area and their contact imbormation. v iny of the
clubs open therr doors for [ il events

We suggest vou check their websites and see what's available.

Go! Gall!

Ihe: Keserve Clab at Wondside

7 at Sage Vallcy Ceolf Chab

[ he Palmetto Ceolf Club s the second oldest
Smerica and the oldest 1n South Carolina. Aaken Golf Clohb, § -|"|':'r':.' H -__'|'|' ind Park ol

t b,

OWET 4

ne 1 ] 2
g5y LB Sl

]

« DTV ake

®* GOLF ., AIKEN ®

and nearby

['he Aiken Golf Club The Reserve Club at Woodside
wiww akengolfclob com
555 Highland Park Dinve, 5W | Aiken, 5C
B0 649 6029

wrww thereservecluhaterondside .oom
F000 Reserve Clob Dove | Aaken, SC
303 645 2442

The Golf Club at Cedar Creek The River Golf Club
woww celiroresk .nel
275 Clab Dnve | Arken, 50O
B3 A4R AN

www.rivergolfclub.com
IO Riverside Boubevard | North Augusta, 5C
RO3.202.070

Houndslake Country Club Sage Valley Golf Club
www homwlslakecs com
Wl Houndslake Dove | Adken, S0
205 648 HE05

www sagevalleygoll com
2240 Sage Valley Dy | Gramilevalke, SC
CLENEL LY

Midland Valley Golf Club Sweetwater Country Club
et Playmmiclamady al bey com
151 Midland Drive | Gramitevalle, 50
B03.2T0 5352

W S Wee wate rc o |I'_'r'-l.L 111 4] .I.':'I.‘g
571 Chub Howse Lane | Bamoeell, 5C
R03 259 5004

Palmetto Golf Club Woodside Plantation Country Club

woww palmetingalficlobh. net www. woodsideplantation com
W7 Rerne Road | Alken, SC 1000 Winedside Planitation Dinve | Aaken, SC
BOS G449 25051 BO3.649.3383




Presented By
AIKEN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVI

TOUCHSTOMNE ENERY

Half Marathom + 5K + Kid"s" Fun Run

A B Like Mo Other

April 30, 2016
7:30 A.M.

IM CASH AWARDS

REGISTER TODAY:

EARLY REGISTRATIOM

*60, 25 + *10

== Alken Electrie Tty
Cooperative, Inc. =

- \# oa

G:‘Lilﬁ“!:l Regional

CHAMILER

Lk’ [
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Tor REASONS
TO ADVERTISE

YOUR BUSINESS IN

America's only tea plantation grows
ot Wadmalaw Island, South Carolina

Sory by Gregory D MeCluner

(Wadmaia'-'-' lsland, the Charleston Tea Plantation (CTF)
operates the only working tea plantation in the U S_ and
cultivates the Camelhia sinensis plant, marketed under the
retail name of American Classic Tea. The nearest competi-
tor growing tea is 4 000 long miles away. Owned by the
Bigelow Tea Company, the plantation 15 open to the public
for tours of the grounds and factory and for special events,
including their First Flush, which celebrates the begimning

of the harvest season.
Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine
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Lopton, Bigelow and Some History

The plantstion wis l:rrl::ﬂ;.l ownedl and Larmed by the
Themas J. Liplon Company Tresrm TEMD b 14987 and then sold Lo
a parinership of Bill Hall, a tea ester from England, and Mack
Fleming, 4 hortcullural mlft-ﬁﬁ[u’ul'l'rh!:nl Techmical College.
Together, they crested the imde name ol American Classic Tea.

Previously, several attempis at raising tea planis in the
Charleston area failed, dating back to 1799 when Francois
Michaux. a French hiologist, brought the (Camellia sinensis
plant to the United States. Henry Middleton, the owner of a
plantation, planted the tea and became the first of many failed
efforts to raise tea in Georgetown, Cireenville and Summerville.

In 1888, I)r. Charles Shepherd founded the Pinchurst Tea
Plantation in Summerville, Sonth Carolina and Amcrican-
grown tea bocame a reality. In 19135 [, Shepherd passed on,
and for almost fifty ycars, the tca plants grew wild at Pinchurst.
In 1940y, the Lipton Company bought the failing plantation in
Summerville, and in 1'%3 moved the plants o a former
127-acre potato farm on Wadmalaw Island where it remains

today.

The Fleming-Hall partnership lasicd until 2003, when the
Bigelow Company of Connecticut purchased the plantation
from the partners for £1.28 million. Bill Hall went to work for
Bigelow, which, with its resources, sold the brand { Amcrican
Classic) across the ULS, Every plant at the CTP today is a dircct
descendent of Dr, Shepherd's 1888 crop. Bill Hall remains as
the managing partner and is in charge of daily operations. at the
plantation,

Noic: Bigelow tcas do niod contain any of the groen leaf tca
harvestcd on Wadmalaw ai the Charleston Tea Flantation, They
nse imporied teas. Only American Classic brand usc the tea
growm on CTF,

William: Barclay Hal,
Prirtner inid Tew Fvter

William Hall is a partner with Higelow Tea
in the (7I'P and oversces daily operations. He
has heen at the plantation since 1987 when he
established the Amenican (Tlassic Tea hrand.
Hall is an expert third-gencration ica taster,
having spent four years in an apprenticeship in
London, England. He is also an infernational
tea hayer who has traveled the world in scarch
of the finest tea. He is responsible for growing,
harvesting, processing, manufaciuring,
packaging and quality contral and the final
product at CTF, America’s only fea garden,

Hall was born in Winnipeg, Canada and is
the owner of William H. Hall and Company,
Inc., am infcrmational fca trading company and

Cleariesion Tea Mamialion

Shaxte o Tarwt Hdeesss!

Harvesl season al CTF begins in
May of each yeur, when the planis
reach therr [irst “Mlush™ of new
leuves. This [rst harvest s so dis-
lmclive and special il was once
reserved for royully. Dedicated wa
drinkers Lasle something dilferent in
Lhe [rst [ush leal snd regrard 10 s
something very special. They taste a
umigyue and more defimed Oavor that
15 smoolh and melower than the
uswil tea harvested the rest of e
VEHT.

Tea production continues
Lthrowgh the summer until the [all
dormanl season, which usually
begins in the early days ol Oclober.
Howewver, lours are open throaughoul
Lhe mald 1slamnd winler as well.

Tonering the Charieston Toa Plariation factory

Meet Chardes ?f@gﬂﬁe{é
e mreare el crecled. %ﬂ%’;{

Locul artist and scu

Iptor Charkes “Frog” Smith began

the work Lhat brought Weddy (o the CTF in 1974 when
Smith lell a career in science and engineerng Lo devole
[ull time 1o making these [ull buman-stzed metal sculp-
tures. Smith's first works were clowns and dancers made
with sheet copper overlaid with brass. Over a Lhree-year
pentod in the 19808, the clowns morphed into [rogs when
a client requesied one. Smith is now joined in the studio
by hus sons who have Lheir own careers as “lfrogsmiths™
hers and in Allanta. Each piece 15 an ongmal and 1s signed
bry thes sculplor. The Smith's Irogs can be found @t the
Allania Botanical Garden and gardens al Murmay Bay,
Quebec, Cananda in addition 1o many private colkeclions.

docs comsuliing work aronmed the world.

AY CTP teas are (?ﬁ*t&?ﬁ’(af Sowth Geroling Srocwn

In terms of healthy products, CTP
teas arc all natural — no pesticides, heri-
cides or insccticides arc wsed to protect
the growth and yicld of the tea plants.
CTP does nnt offer a decaftfeimated tea
product at American Classic, hecansce
producing a decaffeinated fea requires the
use of chemicals. The use of heat reduces
caffcine naturally, without the use of
chemiicals, a simple and mawral way to
rednce the caffcine in your cop of fea (scc
instmuctions included in “Making the
Perfect CopiGlass of Tea™)

The Certificd South Carolina
Crrowm (CSC0 ) program 15 8 coop-
crative cffort among retailers, manu-
facturcrs, processors and growers to
ket the public know where their food
is coming from and is coordinated by
the South Carclina Department of
Agmicultore (3CDA). Supporting
local producers 18 important to the
health and growvth of oor state’s
future agriculiure and sustainable
income and provides jobs to oar
residents aernss the state.

A lyprcal cup of Amencan Classic
conlams aboul hall the ameouwnt of
cilleme of an averses cup ol collee.
Black Leas lypacally contaim shighily
more cilleime than green leas. C1P rec-
ommends mauking 3 sweel solwlion with
swreelener and waler prior Lo pourng
imboy woser [resh isn . loed lew has g shorl
shell lile, and CTP recommencds il is al
ity best or no more than two days from
hrewing.



Charieston Tea Plamtaiion

How- to- Make the Fefect Gup of Tea Mint_Fealeh L-'.u”*.f et

LAt o/
{ ffewrmmtiven provicded by CTF) I'rr .1-""'-!".-'" i

172 cup Iresh mimd leaves
3 cups hot tca 1 lemon, sliced
12 cup honcy : 2 lablespoons supar
The Best lced Tea | tnblespoon fresh ginger, gralg 3 cups culd swestened lea
Firsl, pour cold water over your lea bags {nol boiling waler) and Thmpﬂ ﬂ"":ﬂ“ i I cup bourban
allow (o 50 overnight al moom lemperature. In te moming, o Crushed ice
ninl sprigs [or gurnish

rermove Yourr fea bags, add a sweetener if vou like amld serve over
e

and ginger. pine first 3 ingredients in a 2-gi.

Pour inte a 1-gal. contaiper then add 55 mint leaves against sides of
The Best Hot Tea T cups cold water, © pikgl mhack-:ll'spnml_urclc-ﬂs:
Bring your water to a hail and pour directly over your tea bag or Serve over ice. Garnich with kemon ﬂam Stir in ten and bowrbon . Powr over
Ioose beaf. Timit the amount of water, as this fiest beew will slices. croshed ice and gnmish with mint.

contain the most caffeine and should be discarded. Tnfuse for 45 (o
6 seconds, and then pour the tea out whilc leaving your ea bag
or loose leal i the cup. Now add more boiling water 1o muke your
cup ol maturally decalleimsted e,

Nowetheree Tt e

2 quart-aize kea hags

£ i Walsr

1 cinmamaon stick

1 can (48 smces) pancapple jeice

1 can {12 imces) frofes arange jics concamnase, thawed
1 can {12 pamees) frorce lesnmalde aommecntrane, thawd
orange andlar lemen slices + mint, for garmish

e Al oy K- . H i Flace the tea hags and cinnamon stick in a large pitcher.
Go Aiken Magazine et Sy el
Remove the tea bags and cismamon stick; st m the orange jaice
and Temonade.

Add the pineapple juice and stir wntil combined.

Sarve over ke,

Clarnish with fruit shices and min.

Srach Tecr Lemorn U8 erpy e
7 tea bags ] I {120 packinge (rocen blueherries
1 lemon, sliced : 1/Z cup [resh lemon juice
. tahl:sp:m-!m fresh ginger, peeled and smashed 4 cups cold brewed leq
| tplm.l'h.'rl'hng water M4 cup sugar
l.llr : oo e culice fresh biusherries & lemon rind sirips for
1 R ¥ 2 peaches, peeled, pitted and diced it
i - . Ctarihelle Marlk and Tonuries Clasden SRR _
: mint & peach slices for gamish Bring blueberries ane lemon juice 1o a bedl in o
Frivinds E'ﬁm'l'htﬂmwfhlb-ﬁﬂbim 3 : 3 : ‘ i
the Sparish Virgin Islands oo 2 45 o catmaran Place ten, lemon and ginger in a heatproof NUER SUMCIWS I [nsyinin S choals
From rows Camiks P Litwks & ML Senmuranski container and add boiling water. Let tea Amming vccisionally, 5 minules,
Mhm&%ﬂiﬁm&ﬁhﬂﬂ&mr& steep 7 to § minutes. Place half of the ice Kemove from heil; pour throegh 2 wire-mesh
! — in a pitcher, then pour in tea. Blend diced sirainer inlo o bowl, using back of a spoon 1o
dﬁr peaches and sugar in a blender until b e '«"ll'!"i'r"-*- _
' smosih; mix inio tea. Serve i glasses !ﬂ_‘* L*TL'F F‘“‘r'|'f'-'-_'-*r"“m-l"“'-t sugar il hluehery
o over remaining ce and gamish with mint e mixiure with the 4 cups cokd tea,
y and peach slices. Chill for omee roarr,

Serve over ke wilh bloehermies amd lemon rind
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Celebrate. Remember. Fight Back.

Join the American Cancer Society
in the world’s largest movement
fo end cancer.

Form a Relay For Life team and
sign up online to start fundraising.

Fn lay Fllflll of Aike

south Aiken I—H'h Schoo
232 E. Pine Lc
wiww relayforlife orglaikensc

Survivor Dinner Aiken Golf Classic
May 10th at 6pm April 25th
St. John's Reserve Club i@ Woodside

See our Facehook page Relay For Life of Aiken for many maore local events

BUSY. BUSY.
BUSY. BUSY.
BUSY.

U

qometning to Gheer 4y,

h-i-llh:-h Lia insramm shoukint well

vy Eiran Hough Ba B busy, ks
v Ity n momant i raflact on what's
muest imporimnd. For poaon of
rri'll. pranct your family with
Sisin Fam™ En nsuranca
Wa put tha Ho baak
in Ha Insuranoa.”
CALL NE TODAY.

&b StateFarmr

Stxie Farm Lie Inserance Conpary [Hot leensed in N H'I"-:lr'l'l'E
Stake Farm LHe and Accident A ssorance Company [Liceresed [n B and Wi

131100 Blaemingion, 1L

WwW_goaken com

Crepes Cafe

150 Larens 51 5w

803.226.0573

NATIVE We know Southern Landscaping... i i i
LANDSICapmg  -because We are NATIVE. i
Coffee & Tea

i i
"y :-}.-"-'.-"r:'\-'-l'ri LT '.-"-"r-'r:-"-"'-:'-"

803.507.8790

Mon-Sal 7 am o 7 pm

Sunday & am food pm
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Stomy by Mart Hailey
Oramer of Tulored Tiours ol Aiken

Have you ever wondered how
people a long time ago discovered where
tn vacation or in which hotel to stay?
And have you wondered how so many
Mortherners leamed about Alken and
where in Aiken a cultuvated lodger would
have slept? Word-of-mouth advertising
was the best way to know where to go
and where to stay; friends sharing experi-
ences and opinions is always a great
form of advertisement. And just as
today, magazines and newspapers with
their own travel writers scoured the
countryside in order to find the best
places for their readers to travel.

Tascations, restaurants, and hotcls highlight-
cd in perindicals Tured inguisitive cxcursion-
ists, and those whao had previously visited
the sights recommended them to their
fricmds. The really good citics and their
husincases bocame groat, and the not-so-
good ones withered and died. Aiken was
one of the really good places to visit and
with its amazing hotels; it troly became the
hot spot For wealthy travelers from the
North. According to an article, The Trade-
Winds of Travel written in | #95, *“One of
the most recent resoris o come inbo promi-
nent natice and Favor is Adken, SO Tt con-
tinned to zay, “the climate of Aiken iz very
aalubrions” and that “this element of the
rescrt-comnuinities heings it about that one
findds ancial functions, fox huants and the
like, im fiell blast here quife comome il far.”
With a glowing repor like this, who
woukldn’t want o visit Aiken? And come
they did, The wealthy Mortherners came by
irain foonr Fair city and of conrse stayed in
ihe Nmest heiels available wmil they boughit
o basill their vwn priviste collages,

There were quite a few hotels at the fime.
If the traveler came alone, chances arc he or
she would rent & room in & kocal boarding
hoase or homes tumed mto haotels like the
Busch House, owncd by Henry Busch who ad-
vertised his cstablishment as being “Tighted by
clectric ights™ and offering frec transporiation
o and from hiz “Hoosce™ from the railroad
depot.

Go Aiken Lifestyle Magazine

For oihers there were hodels such as the Pal-
et Lo, the Park Avenne Totel, and in
1898, the Commercial TTotel which today is
cilled Iewel Aiken. Tor the high-Trow,
hesy-pocketed visitors we call Winter Colo-
nasts thengh, their joumey to Aakeny was for
an exfensive vacation — usnally November
throngh Aprl oc May — smd af proved the to
be a whaole different breed of visitor, When
these millionaires such as the Posts, Tlich-
cocks, Graces, and Cladks, arnved in Aiken
they wonldn's Bave staved oo “nice’ hotel
o boarding honse; ob oo, they'd expect to
sfay in 2 fine, plosh, exquisite hotel. And o
satisfy their discerning [asies, Somke enbenpris-
ing bosiess men opened prand hotels "o
cater 1o the fancies of te wealthier class of
ourasts wiho prefer botels 1o boarding
howses™, as was reponted the Alken Jourmal
and Review in 18RS, And nod ondy were
ihese botels a treat for the poests bl tey set
a shiming example for other hotels o aspire
i b hike, bul for none W egual.

Alkcen had three luxory hodels

and cach ome was as good as or
beticr than the next, depending
o what amenitics the goest ex-

pected.

Tghteand Finrh Tlorel

The [lighland Park [otel was
coasidered tee first and most
sumpiuos otel of Aiken,
Builchige bepgan in 1865 awd was
coanpleted m LETO, the same
wear it opened for busmess, Mr.
B. P. Chatfield of Connecticut,
the: ovwmer of the [hizhiland Park
1], made sure his lodgimg
wins e [inesst winder resord
Brote] i b Sowth”. The (iest of
i3 ki, 1l ellered sccommuoda-
Lo for up (o 250 guests ol
itller o second wing was added in
1874, the hotel could comlon-
ably accommuodste 330, The
bt stomod oomy o hall om b weest-
em side of wn whens foday the
Highlumd Park Terrace and High-
lund Park Avenue meel loday
ansl 1l Gaced whal 15 now known

a5 Lhe Hilcheook Wioods,

Pk in the Pines Hovel




Through word of mouth, this hotel
became so popular and such a desired
location that the establishment soon had
to turn down applicants. In 1889, “over
three hundred of such applications were
declined. And it is fair to infer that as
many more hearing of this did not apply”
it was reported in the Aiken Journal and
Review. It was noted in 1895 in the Re-
view of Reviews to have, “few equals and
no superiors” and that fact is likely due

to their “excellent service and faultless
cuisine for which this hotel has long been
noted”. Unlike today’s motels though, it
didn’t operate all year long. It opened for
business in November and closed in June,
giving Aiken’s Winter Colonists a first-
class place to stay. As one came upon the
Highland Park Hotel, its imposing Em-
pire styled, four-storied wooden structure
with verandas that stretched across each
wing was enough to impress from first
glace. According to an 1889 Aiken Jour-
nal and Review article, the grounds were
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seeded with rye grass during the winter
and spring months so that the lawn would
be a lush green vision for their special
guests. “Several hundred acres” were
“enclosed as a park and care was taken
to preserve the evergreen native pines”.
But upon entering the establishment, one
was amazed that they offered both men’s
and women’s billiard rooms, a bowling
alley, and a ballroom. It was lighted with
electricity and gas, the bedrooms were
heated by open wood fire places, while
the public rooms in addition to these and
the halls are heated by steam,” according
to an 1892 article in the Aiken Journal
and Review. The kitchen bragged that the
guests were “‘supplied with an abundance
of the best and richest milk” because

Mr. B. P. Chatfield’s dairy that supplied
the hotel, was about a mile away from
the hotel. Outside there were tennis and
croquet courts, stables and riding trails,
walking trails, a tall windmill, and a
beautiful pavilion. The hotel was also

utilized by the Winter Colonists as
a reception area where they would
throw dinners and luncheons for
their special friends and balls
were thrown in the formal ball-
room. Sadly the opulent wooden
structure was burned when a fire
that started in the laundry room
spread quickly and destroyed

the hotel on February 6, 1898.
Luckily all 168 guests were able
to escape unharmed and with all
their belongings except for one
gentleman from Boston who was
wounded by a hotel manager who
thought him to be a thief.

A second Highland Park Hotel
was built on the exact location of
the first, but this time it was built
in a three-story Spanish Colonial
Revival Style with what looked

Abrove pivelo

Aertal view of e Willrox fren

ol e durm oy the remtury. The far
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v dre rigpl o A Jreel erdrenye ) Tiee ol
wiay reploved years drer omd S fenred ponl
wille werierfidl iy im ifs place.
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like twin bell towers in the front of the
building. Originally built in 1915 with
80 rooms, it was quickly enlarged to 125
rooms. The new hotel also boasted of
every modern amenity plus a ballroom
where balls were held such as the “An-
nual Forty and Eight Ball” held in 1932.
The hotel from time to time too, used its
ballroom to host special sales demon-
strations such as exhibits of fine linens
and others ladies’ items. This hotel too
played host to the many Winter Colo-
nists who came to town but because of a
second fire, the hotel was closed for busi-
ness, its furniture and fixtures sold and
the building razed in 1940 by T. G. Tarver
and his associates who purchased the ho-
tel and said they had “plans of improving
and developing the property.” Today the
property is a residential area.

e ire the Fhrees

Another very highly regarded and
prosperous retreat was known as the
Park in the Pines Hotel, built in 1900

near where the now old county hospital
building stands; in the vicinity of Ligon
Street between Morgan and Perrin Streets
and faced the back of Eustis Park, it was
owned by Mrs. McArthur of Detroit,
Michigan, and cost $160,000.00 to build
with an additional $75,000 for furnish-
ings. In 1906 it was said to be “among
the most elegantly equipped and liberally
conducted hotels of the South”. It was

a very impressive and sprawling white
wooden structure with an elevator for its
three stories that contained 300 rooms,

a large veranda that stretched the length
of the front of the building. The grounds
were adorned with shrubbery, young
trees, and tall pine trees which were
believed to offer reprieve from respira-
tory problems. The walks and driveways
were in “excellent shape” so as to invite
guests to stroll through the yards. Park in
the Pines also offered rooms for sales dis-
plays of elegant laces, clothes, and acces-
sories of which the female guests could
purchase. Other conveniences provided
was a squash court, the Pine Tree Club (a
gambling casino for guests of the hotel)
which also contained numerous alcoves,
six bedrooms, dining room, kitchen, and
great wide halls that ran in both direc-
tions. And as an added bonus for their
guests, there were golf links adjacent to
the hotel. As with the Highland Park Ho-
tel, the Park in the Pines Hotel didn’t en-
joy a long career. One night a fire began
in a basement storeroom directly across
from the elevator. It spread quickly to the

1898, its first guest
signed the registry
on January 5, 1900.
A small hotel when
compared to the
Highland Park and
Park in the Pines ho-
tels, the Willcox was
nevertheless a clas-
sic beauty. At the
beginning, the white
Second Empire
styled building was
very pretty but when
the Colonial Re-
vival addition was
in place, it became
the iconic gem we
have today. With its
30 rooms, impec-
cable furnishings,
and sterling service
the hotel quickly
grew in popularity
among the winter
sojourners. At

first it opened for
men only but very
quickly included
women as lodgers.
Adding to its allure
was the fact that it
was the first hotel

to offer a bathtub
(made of tin) to its
guests and to boast
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elevator and up the shaft seeking the rest
of the hotel and quickly consumed the
building. According to an article in the
February 3, 1913 issue of the New York
Times, “Winter residents from New York
and other cities were compelled to flee
for their lives, leaving jewelry and other
belongings behind, when the Park-in-
the-Pines Hotel burned here today. Low
water pressure troubled the firemen and
only the wing containing the dining room
was saved.” Though the hotel was a loss
that Sunday morning, the club house still
stood until it too burned down in 1927.

Y tllear Farn

The reigning crown jewel of posh
hotels built especially for the rich and
famous Winter Colonists is The Will-

of concealed plumbing in each bath-
room. And once it was known that the
establishment prepared fine European
dining and even created special and indi-
vidualized meals not on the menu for
their preferred guests, even more people
attempted to stay at the inn. So many
came that eventually, like the Highland
Park Hotel, people were turned away;
such was the case with the Duke of
Windsor who was turned away because
there was no room for him. Business
was so great that Frederick Willcox was
able to easily turn away would-be guests
that didn’t fit the stylishness of the Colo-
nists. It’s said that even the bellmen
identified unacceptable lodgers by the
shoes, saying, “If they don’t wear shoes
by Peel or Maxwell of London, we don’t
want’em.” Well-known visitors signed

Churchill, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Eliza-
beth Arden (of Arden cosmetics), and
even a Count Folke Bernadotte of Swe-
den, just to name a few. The Willcox Inn
never wanted for upscale clients and the
clients never wanted for anything during
their stay.

As we today have our way of learn-
ing where to vacation, to be sure, the
prosperous traveler of the past had his or
her own way of discovering where to go
and where to stay. Aiken was no stranger
to the knowledge that advertisements
were necessary to introductions but knew
too that service and amenities was and
still is the key to keeping clients happy
and returning. And now you too know
how Aiken’s stately and opulent hotels
beckoned and captivated the Winter Colo-
nists year after year.
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Longest

Stocy by Don Skinner

It was December &, 1882, and a tran-
sit of Venus was about to occur. A transic
is when one of the inner pla.ﬂ:rs
(Mercury or Venus) passes between the
carth and the sun, and appears to Cross
the face of the sun. This is, for Venus, a
rarc rhing, happ ening unl}r every 243
years, oCcurring in pairs some 8 years
apart, scparsm:H b:,' gaps of 121.5 and
105.5 years. A group of German astrono-
mers, led by Dr. Julius Franz, chicf as-
tronomer f:;um the R.-y_',ral Gbscrvar-:rr:,' in
Kunigsbcrg, Germany, would be at-
tcmpting to calculate the mean distanc
from Earth to the sun b}r mk[ng Ph-:r'm-

raphs and timing the passage of Venus
EEI'EES the sun c[u.;sing tE: ng;sir of 1882,
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One end of the tape
measure was in Aiken;
the other end touched

E].'].L' S1I.

Eclipses of the moon and sun have been
kmown abour and forecast for chousands of year,
bur as sraved, transics are rave and imegnlac The
asrronomer, Johannes Kepler, predicred such a
rransic in 1631, bur the merhods he nsad ro de-
rermine the sightings were nor meliable, so no one
could urilize his predicrion. The firse true obser-
varion of the transic of Werms was made in 1639
by Jeremiah Horrocks, of the English Royal Ob-
servarory from his home near Presron, England.
Haorrocks estimared the size of Venus as well as
the disrance from Earch o sun, bur mised by
almost half the distance. Edmund Halley, famous
asrronomer and discoverer of the comer thar
hears his name, suggested timing rhe transir of
Venns from rwro known poines as a possible
means to determine the distance vo the sun. He

was ahle ro maks limited ohservarions |.'|11r|_nE- a

rransir of Mercury in 1676, bur did nor collece
arry usable dara.

Although several possible view-
ing spocs arcund the world wers se-
lecred. only rwo within the LS,
were chosen by the German expedi-
ton in 1882 — Hardord, Connec-
cur and Aiken, Souch Carolina.
There were others selecred, but our-
gide the Morthern Hemisphere, Ic
was felr thar a number of spors
should be designared, so as 1o
render as many clear viewings as
possible. The Aiken estace owned ac
the dme by Henry Smich at Lau-
rens Sreer and Edpefield Avenne
was chosen as the Aiken locaton,
‘This propercy was larer purchased
by E.F. Henderson.

A sheet iron observarory was
constroceed ar tve comer of Lau-
rens Soeer and Edegheld Avenue,
in cw sections that revolved inde-
pendently of each other. A power-
fual eelescope was inszalled, and the
entire soructure placed away from
the roads to avoid any uninten-
tonal josding by anlookers or cheir
horses. I was also necossary o
I:IL:IL'L' IE i].'l"u'i].}' .I'-rl.l‘:ll.l. 'I'JI.I: :I'.JiJ:I"iJi.I.Ij w0
the jarring passage of the raing
would not Interfere with allgn-
menes. All these arrangements were
s secret tha i is said chac che
ey of Charleston was once re-
fused admission oo the ET!EJIJIIJ.‘..

Luck, along with the Sun,
sheone thar day, For as ir turmed o,
Aiken was the only position chat
had a clear, unobstructed view of
l.'l'lf'! rl'.l.l'l‘--'il.'.| alrhrulgﬁ FOME AC
CTHINTS SLALE r|'|:':rt-' WAk 3 I'Il:'ﬂ'l':[ :I'ﬂil'l
the nighr before, wich the weather
clearing jost as the cransic began.
Some 48 phowopraphs were taken,
i three sexs of 16 each) and dara
from these enabled sHentists o cal-
culate the distance from Earth co

the Sun.

Lercartesd et sicle the Aiken Cosmy
Historiceal Musewn i the iron coge
thert erce profected the heliometers
i Hee make-shift observalory,

The German teum made che
requircd observations and reoord-
exd precio data that biter enalded
them and ocher scientises to alse
uplate the orbital caleulations of
1l'r|.'| e,

."'I. LS b TR TN rk.l'_'r CRITENCI s
r.:rl.l'lE TI!L- CVEnt wadt E:ll“l.'l.d Hs TI'lL-
bocarson a share tone later, at the
reqquest of the ream leader, Inci-
dentally, this stone marker was
cracked in a ship-boand acciden,
[rut il placed ar the site, This
I |HTk.|.:r WAk Cviiih |i-|]|}' |'|..'_|:-|:-I|:'|::-I! I.F:!-
| ]J" e |'|I.=rk|.'|.' wl |I:|. rl‘ll.' -::-rig:irl:l.'
STONE mrkﬂ"r AN -I‘IrH'LI.”"I:I T f['lf"
Aiken Historical Sociery. The ol
servarory was disposed of some
years ago, The owner of the prop
ery at this dme, John Woems
(iowy deseased,) o well-known fg-
tired architect and Agore in Aiken
society, allowed the iron cape sor-
l.'\-:'||:|n|:|'il'lg r]'ﬂ" 11'1@7\';”“]-' T I'h"
miwed years later oo the grounds
of the Aiken Counry Historical
Musenm, ro e re-uniced with the
stone marker, The bronze marker
still sits in the back yard of the
home he oamed,

S0, the nexr time you visit the
Aiken l'.:-::|||n1':.r Hisrorical
Musem, you may see che iton
cage char once protected the deli-
care heliomerers in the make-shift
observamry or when vou wisic the
Paost Crhice on Laurens Smeer,
glance over at the larpe houss on
the corner across from Aiken
Public Safecy and remember that
just behind thers was where they
held the tape measare so long apo.

Their calculations placed it at a distance of 92, 720,000 miles

(as co mpared to today’s laser-measured 93,000,000 miles.)
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