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Advocating for Conservation and Sportsmen Since 1933
NYSCC SETS SPRING MEETING
Sunday, April 19, is the date for the 2019 NYSCC
Spring/Legislative Meeting at Herkimer College in Herkimer,
NY. Plan on attending to take part in committee meetings
and hear various presentations. The schedule is as follows:
8:00 am
Registration
8:45 am
Committee Meetings
10:30 am
General Session
DEC Division of Fish and Wildlife
Fisheries
Wildlife – small game, big game, trapping
If you are using a GPS device, please
SDM – Structured Decision Making presentation
use this address: 100 Lou Ambers Drive
related to big game and waterfowl – Josh Stiller
Herkimer, NY 13350.
12 noon
Lunch
12:45 pm
Continuation of General Session
Rebuild 2020 and the 3 Rs (Recruitment, Retention, Reactivation) update
– Keith Tidball
New Website Review – Website manager Nate Kennedy
Fundraising
Messaging and Outreach – Dan Ladd, Editor, NY Outdoor News
Treasurer’s Report
Legislative VP Report
- S6913A Metzger – Authorizes deer feeding in Sullivan County
- A8094A Barrett / S6706A Benjamin – Establishes the Outdoor Rx Act
Windmills
Committee reports
3:30 pm
Adjournment

NYSCC Legislative / Spring Meeting Registration fee: _________________________ ($30 per person)
My check, payable to NYSCC, is enclosed.
NAME __________________________________________________________________________________________
ORGANIZATION ________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP __________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE (Area Code) _________________ (Number) _________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________________
_____ Check here if you will be using the College’s wifi connection during the meeting
Return this form with your payment no later than March 30 to:
NYSCC, 8 East Main Street, Ilion, NY 13357-1899
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Trout season opens April 1st for much of NYS waters and is a much anticipated rite of spring for many
anglers. Whether you like to fly fish, bait fish, fish from a stream bank or fish from a boat, there are
trout opportunities all across the state. Check the NYS DEC website and fishing regulations for more
information on stocking locations and “hot spots.” And remember R3 this season, “Recruitment,
Retention, and Reactivation” of anglers and hunters by inviting a new angler to fish with you, young
or old, and hook them with the following simple recipe. Happy fishing and eating!
CREAMY DIJON FISH FILLETS
Ingredients
1 pound, skinless, boneless, trout fillets (or any firm fish such as salmon, perch, pike,
etc.)
1/3 cup mayonnaise
2 tablespoons Dijon-style mustard
3 tablespoons grated Parmesan cheese
Black pepper to taste
Fresh parsley, chopped for garnish (optional)
Lemon wedges (optional)
Directions
Optional first step: You can firm up the flesh of your fish fillets by placing them in a simple brine, 1 qt.
water, ¼ cup kosher salt, 1 Tbsp. brown sugar, mixed well, for about 15-30 minutes. Or you can use a
dry cure by mixing ¼ cup of kosher salt and 1 Tbsp. of sugar and sprinkling this evenly over the fillets.
Let rest on a plate for about 10-15 minutes until the fillets start to “sweat”.
1. Preheat broiler with oven rack in proper position. Rinse the fillets,
pat dry and place on a broiler pan. (You may want to lightly
grease the pan with some oil to prevent sticking.)
2. In a small bowl, mix the mayonnaise, mustard, cheese and
pepper. Spread this mixture evenly over the fish fillets.
3. Broil the fillets for 4-7 minutes, depending on the size and thickness
of the fish, or just until the fish flakes with a fork. Do not overcook
or the fish will become dry. Sprinkle with parsley and serve with a
lemon wedge. Serves 3-4.
The Wild Harvest Table started as a
celebration of the culinary bounty
represented by wild game and fish in
the Finger Lakes region of New York
State. Cornell Cooperative Extension
Nutrition Educator, Moira Tidball, from
Seneca County started the website in
January of 2009 as a resource for game
and fish recipes, nutrition information,
and preparation techniques.
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FEDERAL WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BILL ADDRESSES PROBLEMS COMMON TO NEW YORK
By Bill Conners
At a time when sportsmen and women here in New York are not having much success garnering
support from the State Legislature, two U.S. Senators, John Barrasso (R-WY) and Tom Carper (D-DE),
have joined forces to introduce legislation that will reauthorize or establish several government
wildlife conservation programs.
Senate Bill S.3051 – America’s Conservation Enhancement Act (ACE Act) – has already garnered
impressive bipartisan support. If the ACE Act makes it through the Capitol Hill gauntlet, it will help
conserve wildlife and wildlife habitat and address threats posed by emerging wildlife diseases and
invasive species that have become a national problem. The bill is off to a good start; it passed the
Senate unanimously on January 9, 2020. The House of Representatives has yet to take it up.
Major provisions of the Act will bring Federal pressure to bear on fish and wildlife problems that New
York has been wrestling with for a number of years.
The ACE Act will provide resources to learn more about CWD and will establish a Chronic Wasting
Disease Task Force. CWD was detected here in New York in 2005. The Departments of Environmental
Conservation and Agriculture and Markets took an aggressive approach to eliminating it from the
landscape and their tenacity paid off. New York is the only state where the disease was detected
and subsequently eradicated. The problem is that it continues to spread across the country and into
Canada.
CWD is an international problem, so the Task Force will collaborate with foreign governments to share
research, coordinate efforts, and discuss best management practices to reduce, minimize, prevent,
or eliminate chronic wasting disease in the United States. The disease seems almost unstoppable.
While New York has done very well with its approach, nearby states have not. Maybe a more
coordinated effort at the Federal level will produce better results.
Along with tackling the CWD problem, the ACE Act will
also: Reauthorize the North American Wetlands
Conservation Act until 2025. Important waterfowl
habitat both here and in Canada have recovered
through habitat protection, restoration and
enhancement, and because of recognition of the
need for international cooperation. It is important to
recognize that wetlands conservation projects benefit
not just waterfowl, but also contribute toward the
conservation of all bird species.
The ACE Act will also reauthorize the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation Act until 2025. NFWF is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization that was chartered by Congress in 1984. Over the last three decades, NFWF
has funded more than 4,500 organizations and committed more than $4.8 billion to conservation
projects. The Foundation directs public conservation dollars to the most pressing environmental
needs, then matches the public dollars with private contributions. NFWF works with government,
nonprofit and corporate partners to find solutions for the most difficult conservation challenges. The
objective is to advance the conservation and management of fish, wildlife, plants, and other natural
resources.
The bill will also reauthorize the Chesapeake Bay Program until 2025. The Program was created by law
in 1983 and has been amended a couple of time since then to address new issues that needed
attention. Regionally, the Chesapeake Bay Program was created to facilitate the restoration of the
Chesapeake Bay. The Bay is undoubtedly the most important resource for the entire east coast
striped bass fishery.
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The Hudson River is a world class striped bass fishery that is
not without its problems. PCB contamination closed the
fishery for decades, until PCB levels dropped to levels low
enough to meet Federal standards. However,
commercial fishermen and increased recreational
angling, in combination with habitat destruction, have
pushed fisheries managers to tighten regulations to help
striped bass stocks recover.
In general, the Chesapeake Bay spawning areas produce 70-90% of the coastal migratory striped
bass. It is the largest striped bass nursery area on the Atlantic coast. Although there are also
significant contributions from the Delaware River and Hudson River stocks, when problems occur in
Chesapeake Bay, such as toxic pollution, nutrient over-enrichment and dwindling underwater bay
grasses, among other problems, our two striped bass fisheries cannot fill the void.
The Chesapeake Bay Program brings together members of various state, federal, academic and
local watershed organizations to build and adopt policies that support Chesapeake Bay restoration.
By combining the resources and unique strengths of each individual organization, the Chesapeake
Bay Program is able to follow a unified plan for restoration.
America’s Conservation Enhancement Act will provide funding and other resources important to
New York’s conservation and wildlife management programs. We can only hope that the bipartisan
head of steam pushing it down the track right now doesn’t evaporate. It would pay to contact your
Member of Congress and let him or her know you have an interest in the legislation and you are
hopeful that they will do the right thing when it comes to the floor for a vote.

Buck A Member Contributors:
Adirondack Woodsman, Wynantskill * Albion Rod & Gun Club, Albion
Bailey Mountain Fish & Game Club, Wynantskill * Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club, Baldwinsville
Collins Conservation Club, Inc., Collins * Dutchess Co. Sportsmen’s Assn., Inc., Salt Point
Eastern Lake Erie Charter Boat Assn., Ashville * Flashing Feathers Bowhunters, Ithaca
Friends of Carpenter’s Brook Fish Hatchery, Elbridge * Galway Fish & Game Club, Ballston Spa
Gottscheer Rod & Gun Club, Ridgewood * Grahamsville Rod & Gun Club, Inc., Grahamsville
Great Lot Sportsman’s Club Corp., Boonville * Guan Ho Ha Fish & Game Club, Scotia
Holley Rod & Gun Club, Holley * Irondequoit Bay Fish & Game Club, Rochester
Jr. Wilson Sportsmen’s Club, Inc., Medina * Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, Middleburgh
Niagara County Gobblers Chapter NWTF, Ransomville * Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club, Rhinebeck
Pompey Rod & Gun Club, Inc., Pompey * Sauquoit Creek Fish & Game Club, Sauquoit
Springwater Rod & Gun Club, Inc., Springwater * Steuben Fish & Game Club, Rome
Whitney Point Sportsmen’s Assoc., Whitney Point * Whortlekill Rod & Gun Club, Inc., Hopewell Junction
Woodbury Field & Stream Club, Inc., Central Valley * Woodlawn Sportsman Club, Schenectady
Yates County Chap. Of SCOPE, Penn Yan
$2 per member: Ben Miller Hunting Club, Buffalo
$2.20 per member: SCOPE Genesee County Chapter, East Aurora
$2.50 per member: Black North Rod & Gun Club, Inc., Waterport

General Contributors:
Gary Kent, Albion * Mt. Morris Sportsman’s Club, Inc., Dalton
NY Houndsmen Conservation Assn., Walton * Otsego Co. Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, Otego
Les Monostory: In Memory of Gene Vrobel, Lafayette
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TURKEY HUNTING’S DANGEROUS DIRECTION
By Larry Becker
Ready to Spring turkey hunt? Chuck your camo, leave your calls
where you stored them since last season and put on a costume to
look like a gobbler! To paraphrase one manufacturer “… a new
turkey decoy allows the hunter to participate in the most effective
and exciting way to hunt turkeys. It is a Boss Gobbler Decoy with built
in handle and ground stake that is especially designed to be used in
very effective "Turkey Reaping." There are at least three products
that you can hide behind to stalk turkeys. They are designed to fool
turkeys into thinking you are one of them allowing you to get close
enough for a shot. There is even one you can mount on the barrel of
your gun. You no longer need to develop woodsmanship skills, learn
about calling turkeys or try to be skillful with various types of calls.
These products can get you so close to the birds that there is no
need to pattern your gun or practice your marksmanship.
I have seen these products demonstrated in so-called
turkey hunting shows on television and on the internet.
Manufacturers show them in actual hunting sequences,
and products appear to be 100% successful since the
videos always end with the harvest of a nice adult bird.
How can anyone go wrong using these products and
techniques? No skills or practice required; all you need
to be able to do is crawl holding the product in front of
you and you will kill a bird. So what is wrong with this
picture?
How about SAFETY? These products are the most dangerous turkey hunting “innovation” that I have
seen in my many years of hunting. There is a cartoon that circulates occasionally where the hunter’s
wife wants to deer hunt, so he buys her a hat that looks like a deer head with antlers on it. That joke is
now a not-so-funny reality being promoted for turkey hunters. Do you really want to be out there
looking like the game you are pursuing when there are other hunters looking for the same game?
There are no guarantees anywhere that a non-ethical hunter will not stalk in and take a shot at what
he or she thinks is a live turkey. One of the manufacturer sites flashes “Take your kids turkey hunting”
and shows three young children behind one of these “decoys” with an adult. I hope to be able to
teach my grandchildren how to turkey hunt when they are old enough. But I love them too much to
put their lives in jeopardy by putting them behind one of these “decoys”!

Of all the spring turkey hunting related shooting incidents
(HRSIs) reported, 70-85% annually are classified as “failure to
identify the target.” This category used to be labeled
“mistaken for game.” Why would you increase your odds of
getting shot by actually looking like the target?
Think about the true sport and challenge of ethical turkey hunting.
My obsession with spring turkey hunting is based on building my
woodsmanship skills, increasing my knowledge of the bird’s
biology and behavior, learning their language and the thrill of
calling in a savvy mature bird. To me hunting them is a challenge that involves strategy and using
skills to call the bird to within a close encounter range while practicing safety, ethics and the aspects
of fair chase.
Be safe and do not use hide behind decoys!

NYSCC Grass Roots News

March/April 2020

Page 6

NYSCC REPRESENTED AT SHOOTING SPORTS WORKSHOP
On February 1st NYSCC President Chuck Parker and 1st
Vice President Keith Tidball attended "The Future of
Shooting and Hunting Workshop" (the 33rd Annual
Workshop for Shooting Sports Instructors) presented by
New York State 4-H Shooting Sports and hosted by Cornell
Cooperative Extension of Saratoga County. 1st VP Tidball
was one of the keynote speakers, delivering a talk
focused on NYSCC’s Vision 2020 initiatives to reinvigorate
the Council with a special emphasis on hunter
recruitment and retention. The audience of over 100
hunter education instructors, 4-H shooting sports
instructors, DEC officers and
administrators, and others asked
questions and were very engaged.
Many expressed interest in becoming
more involved in the Council. Tidball
also served on a panel later in the
day along with DEC members,
outdoor writers, and others fielding
questions regarding how to achieve
greater participation for advocacy
around hunter recruitment and
retention.

GREAT LOT SPORTSMAN'S CLUB OFFERS YEAR-ROUND ACTIVITIES
In Region 6 you will find the Great Lot Sportsman's Club Inc., which was founded in 1993. It takes
great pride in supporting the residents of Lewis County, Oneida County and the general public
through various activities by allowing use of its facilities and
property. Guided snowshoeing and guided mountain biking are
two of the activities offered.
Members host many special events at the Great Lot including a
military appreciation weekend in October each year. Now in its 23rd
year, this event brings in military veterans from around the country
for a 3-day weekend of friendship and camaraderie. As part of its
community outreach program, the Great Lot provides a scholarship
each year to a deserving senior attending Adirondack Central
School.
A newly established trailhead located at 4277 Osceola Road in
West Leyden, NY, provides ample parking and easy access to the
Great Lot trail system. A map of the property and its trails is provided
on the group’s website, www.thegreatlot.com. The Great Lot
Sportsman's Club Inc. is a 501 (C) (3) organization, member of Lewis County Chamber of Commerce,
Lewis County Humane Society, Humane Society of Rome, and member of the New York State Sheriffs'
Association.
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NIGHTCRAWLERS
By Mike Elam
Ever think about that big, juicy nightcrawler you picked from your yard or driveway? How about
when you stuck it with a hook to become a meal for a fish that’d be your supper?
First, it is believed that glaciers wiped out earthworms in northern U. S. and Canada during the ice
age 10,000 years ago. It is also believed all earthworms in the Great Lakes Region are not native
species. So, how did the nightcrawler get here? It’s thought that during the 1600s, British, French,
Spanish and Dutch settlers brought root balls and European soils with nightcrawlers and/or
earthworms as passengers. So the nightcrawler is a European import. Is it an introduced or invasive
species? If you’re an angler, the nightcrawler is thought of as a welcomed introduced species. If
you’re a scientist or biologist, it’s an invasive.
Nightcrawlers are beneficial to your yard by naturally
aerating the soil, allowing water and oxygen to penetrate
the ground. Their feeding and excrement help recycle
nutrients and fertilize the soil. They consume leaf litter and
other organic material, not coffee grounds. Aristotle
called worms “The intestines of the soil.”
On the invasive side, worms burrowing could be a route for
more nitrogen, manure and fertilizer leaching into streams.
Nightcrawlers can burrow up to 6 feet deep, but most of
their life is spent near the surface especially during wet,
springtime conditions. When conditions are not to their
liking they retreat deeper to a cooler and moister environment. They’re not often found in sandy or a
gritty soil due to their soft and sensitive bodies. They also don’t tolerate heat well. Just ask anyone
who left nightcrawlers in a coffee can or bucket on a warm day. They do well up to mid-60° F, but
much over that stresses them. Nightcrawlers can be kept for a month or more in the refrigerator,
temperature 35 to 50 degrees F. They just need a little air and moisture. There are many products to
keep nightcrawlers healthy for months, most likely years, or you can even use damp (not wet)
newspaper or leaf litter, but be careful not to use box elder leaves as they turn acidic over time. (I’ve
had experience with this.)
Nightcrawlers have both male and female sex organs. True hermaphrodites, they lay a cocoon with
1 or 2 eggs which hatch to a small worm. Nightcrawlers usually live to 5 or 6 years but some are
thought to live up to 20 years and grow to 4 - 8 inches in length.
So much for the exciting life cycle of a nightcrawler. Now, for my nightcrawler experiences… I’ve
put many on a hook and caught most fish species on worms, but not many pike or chain pickerel
and no muskies.
I grew up in a bait, tackle and boat business on Oak Orchard Creek. To my father, nightcrawlers
were dollars growing in the backyard. We had sprinklers going all the time; water was free then so
the only cost was from running the pump. We always had the greenest lawn for miles around. This
was the time when nightcrawlers sold for 25 cents a dozen but then, workers made $2.00 - 3.00 per
hour. I picked worms every month of the year, anytime there wasn’t frost in the ground. I spent so
much time crawling and picking on all fours that my parents bought me a wheel barrow for my 12th
birthday so I could learn to walk on my hind legs!
Worms are very light sensitive. Eventually we got headlamps and put red cellophane over the lens,
and most worms never retreated from the red light. This way, with a 3 lb. coffee can around your
neck, you could pick with both hands. On good nights I usually got 1000 to 1200 worms and my
father was pretty consistent getting 1500 a night.
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Our cellar was set up to stay cool. We had several worm boxes down there filled
with Jack Elam’s special mixture of something called “worm life” (ground
newspaper) and local dirt. We didn’t use leaves as sometimes they turned
acidic. We’d occasionally feed them by sprinkling a small amount of cornmeal
on top of the box. We covered the box with damp newspaper to keep the
worms and moisture in the box. Damp, not wet. Too much moisture and too
much feed are a recipe for disaster.
In 1962, one of my father’s pheasant hunting buddies turned his farm into a golf
course. We soon had exclusive rights to 500+ acres of worm heaven. By then
worms were 35 cents a dozen and we even wholesaled them.
One interesting thing was we never keep a broken worm. They sometimes die and a dead worm is
not good in the worm box. If you have skunks, they love nightcrawlers and they are attracted to the
free meal. We had a few visit, but we never got sprayed. They just ate the broken worms.
A word of warning, the female of our species does not appreciate those juicy, slimy creatures we
males so love. So, if you store them in your fridge, make sure they cannot escape. If nightcrawlers
take up residence in the vegetable bin, you are in deep sh*#!

HOOKED ON FISHING!
By Diane Whitten, Nutrition Educator, Cornell Cooperative Extension Saratoga County
NYS DOH Hudson River Fish Advisory Outreach Project Partner
If you’re hooked on fishing in the Hudson River, you should be aware of the NYS Department of
Health (DOH) Hudson River Fish Advisory, and the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) Catch & Release regulation. Due to PCB pollution in the Hudson River, the DOH issued an
advisory about eating fish from the river. The advisory varies based on where you fish, what you
catch, and who you are. The DEC has designated the Hudson River between the Hudson Falls Dam
to the Federal Dam in Troy as a Catch & Release fishing area due to the high level of PCBs in that
section. In fact, fish themselves can have thousands of times more PCBs than the water they live in.
No one should eat any fish caught in this section of the Hudson River.
Traveling south of the Federal Dam in Troy, the pollution level is lower, and so is the corresponding
PCB levels in the fish. However, women of child bearing age and all children under 15 years of age
are advised to eat no fish from the Hudson River all the way downstream to the NYC Battery. For
women over 50 and men older than 15, four species of fish, including rock bass, yellow perch,
alewife, and blueback herring, caught between the Federal Dam and the Rip Van Winkle Bridge in
Catskill can be eaten once a month. South of Catskill, more species of fish can be eaten up to one
meal (1/2 pound) a month, including striped bass. Visit www.health.ny.gov/fish for the latest,
complete fish advisory information.
Why Are There Advisories?
Fishing is fun and fish are an important part of a healthy diet. Fish offer high quality protein and
essential nutrients, including healthy fish oils. However, fish caught in the Hudson River south of the
South Glens Falls Dam have an industrial waste chemical in them called polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs) that can build up in your body over time. Health problems that may result from eating fish with
PCBs range from small changes in health that are hard to detect, to effects on birthweight and
cancer. Women who eat highly contaminated fish and become pregnant may have an increased
risk of having children who are slower to develop and learn. Exposure to contaminants may also
have a greater effect on young children than adults.
Get Hooked on Clean Waters. Fortunately, there are many bodies of water in NYS that are clean. Go
to www.health.ny.gov/fish to find a list of fishing waters by region.
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DIVISIONS PERSIST IN HUNTING AND FISHING WORLD,
BUT OUTDOORS ENTHUSIASTS CAN'T AFFORD TO FIGHT ALONE
By Larry Case, Chattanooga Times Free Press

Reprinted with permission

Larry Case lives in Fayette County, W.Va. Visit his website “Guns and Cornbread” at
https://gunsandcornbread.com/
Many of you have seen the famous "Join or Die" political cartoon that predates the Revolutionary
War — historians think it was done by Benjamin Franklin — and it seems to me that drawing of a
segmented snake has a message for us as modern-day hunters.
This isn't the first time you have seen me write about hunter unity. In my not-so-humble opinion, it is the
No. 1 problem hunters face today. That's right — not chronic wasting disease in the deer herd, not
the lack of mentors for new hunters and not the anti-hunting lobby. If hunters do not get their act
together, none of those other problems are going to matter.
It's time to talk plainly. Our hunting privileges in the United States of America are in jeopardy as they
never have been before. It should be no secret to you that hunter numbers have dropped
drastically. In 1970, more than 40 million people bought a hunting license; today that number is
probably fewer than 12 million. As our numbers decrease, so do our supporters. We already are at
the point in some states that every vote is needed when hunting-related issues arise.
After a career of more than 35 years as a conservation officer, something that still amazes me is how
sportsmen, hunters and fishermen cannot seem to agree on anything!
Hunters, especially, are our own worst enemies. Every type of hunter seems to have only that group's
interest at heart. Bow hunters don't seem to be able to get along with gun hunters, muzzleloaders are
often at odds with both of those groups and there is no way for a state game agency to set deer
seasons that would please any of them.
I don't believe I have ever seen a group of hunters more fragmented than those who hunt with some
form of a stick and string. For years, many avid bow hunters have fought the use of crossbows with an
almost cult-like fervor: "Crossbows are ruining bowhunting!" "It's too easy! "You don't have to practice!"
"The crossbow hunters will kill too many deer!"
I have come across these complaints in barbershops, at gun counters and on internet forums and
social media for years. Many seasoned bow hunters would have you believe a crossbow is the
absolute tool of the devil. There was a long legislative battle in my state of West Virginia, as in many
others, to make the crossbow legal for hunting.
This problem is certainly not just with bow hunters, though. Those of you hunt with different kinds of
dogs often run afoul of other hunters in the field as every year beloved and valuable hunting dogs
are shot for no good reason.
Currently there is a debate going on in some states about deer management, the lowering of buck
limits and antler restrictions as many hunters want to encourage the growing of bigger antlers. That is
all well and good, but how about the guy that just wants to go to some public land with his kid in
hopes of taking any legal deer? I don't want to tell a young hunter that he or she can't take a spike
or a fork horn for his or her first deer.
There has to be leeway for both sides. Especially on public land, we have to learn to respect the
wishes of other hunters.
Somehow, by the grace of God, we have got to get away from this close-minded thinking in the
hunter ranks that basically says, "I am right and you are wrong; my way or the highway!" You have
your way of hunting that you learned from Dad and Granddad and maybe Uncle Bill. The guy in the
next county over or another state may not see everything the same as you.
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What we are getting down to is this, and I want you to pay attention: If the other guy is hunting in a
way that is not your cup of tea but it is legal, then keep quiet about it and even offer support if
someone attacks him for it.
The guy in a ground blind with a crossbow may not have your self-appointed seal of approval. The
bird hunter's setter that ran past your tree stand didn't really cause all the deer in a three-county area
to leave. If it is legal to bait in your area but you don't like it, then don't do it — but don't berate the
guy who does.
Boys and girls, we are way past the times when we can be so picky about what another hunter does.
Anything and everything we can do to get another set of boots on the ground, buy another license
and spend money in a gun store is what we had better be thinking about. The well-organized, wellfunded anti-hunting groups are watching, and some say all they have to do is wait for our numbers to
fall below recoverable levels and move in for the kill.
Why do we make their job easier and squabble among ourselves?
Right here in my own state, a bill has been introduced in both houses that will close about 5,000 acres
to public hunting by making it part of a national park. Today that land is open to anyone who has a
hunting license. You don't have to ask anybody because it's yours — you are a public land owner. If
the bill passes, boom, that land is gone and you are not going to get it back.
The reaction from hunters and hunting groups has been underwhelming: crickets. Truthfully, I don't
think many hunters even know about it, which is more of a pity. I never thought I would live to see the
day the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources would stand idly by while 5,000 acres of public
hunting land went down the drain, but I have.
It is just another sign of the lack of hunter unity.
Now I want all of you to sit and think about it after you read this little sermon. I didn't coin this phrase
— Aesop did: United we stand, divided we fall.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
DEFENDER MEMBERS:
Delano Sportsmen’s Club, Delano, MN
William Girvan, Yorkville
Robert D. Gorecki, Hamburg
Donald Marchal, Montgomery
Rocky Creek Field Trial Club, Gordon, AL

GUARDIAN MEMBERS:
Dennis L. Jones, Castile (PLUS general donation)
Harold Haugeto, Andes
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ANGLERS BEWARE: NEW BOATING REGULATIONS FOR 2020
By Bill Conners
As you gear up for the 2020 fishing seasons you need to be aware that you may now need to
complete a mandatory boating safety course if you fish from a boat – any boat with a motor,
including an electric motor. The new law applies to operators, not passengers. While a passenger,
don’t get caught with your hand on the tiller if you do not have a safe boating certificate.
Under the state’s new boating law that kicked in on January 1, 2020,
you will need a boating safety certificate if you were born on or after
January 1, 1993. Eventually, no one is off the hook because in 2022,
2023, 2024 the age exemption gradually shrinks; and finally in 2025,
anyone operating a boat with a motor - gasoline or electric –
regardless of age, will need a boater safety certificate. The law
includes canoes, kayaks, jon boats, runabouts, or any other motorized boat.
Remember the “don’t get caught with your hand on the tiller” thing mentioned earlier? Should you
weaken and get caught operating a motorized boat without the required certificate, it could result
in a fine between $100 and $250. But there is an exemption to the law.
If you are from out-of-state, New York recognizes the boating safety certificate issued by your home
state. Many people have no issue with that part of the law. What they find troublesome is in the State
Legislature’s infinite wisdom, the law allows you to rent and operate a boat here in New York even if
you do not have a boating safety certificate.
For the life of me I cannot understand the rationale for that. Apparently if you are a resident of New
York, own a boat with an electric motor, and are going fishing for the day, you are less responsible
than a 20-year old out of state visitor, vacationing on one of the state’s more than popular lakes and
waterways with a couple of your buddies, and you decide to rent a boat outfitted with a 50-horse
motor for the day. Yee-ha!
Regardless of how you or I may feel about it, that’s the law. We’ll have to live with it. In the
meantime, if you do use a motorized boat it would behoove you to get signed up for either the inclassroom course option, or you may sign up for an online course.
According to the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPHRP) website, the
classroom course is a comprehensive study of boating safety that teaches the fundamentals of safe
boating operation. Make sure that any course you take has been approved by the National
Association of Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA). The certificate you earn for completing the
course should be permanent. Make sure of what is being offered before you sign up.
If you opt to go online, successful completion of unit exams is required in order to advance through
the course and ultimately take the comprehensive final exam. Again, make sure of what is being
offered before you sign up.
Along with being familiar with the tightened boating safety certificate requirements, remember that
any vessel including canoes, kayaks and row boats operated in NYS must have on board one USCG
approved wearable life jacket for each person aboard.
Additionally, all occupants of pleasure vessels less than 21 feet in length, including rowboats, canoes,
and kayaks, while underway between November 1st and May 1st must be wearing a life jacket.
OPHRP administers the state boating laws and certification requirements. The Office of Parks website
can provide answers to any questions you may have. There is also information about available
classes on the site which can be found at: https://parks.ny.gov/recreation/boating/education.aspx
If you’re 27 years old or younger and want to be able to use your boat while fishing this season you’d
better make arrangements for a class. Bass season is on the horizon and classes will soon be at a
premium.
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IF YOU ARE NOT CURRENTLY A MEMBER, JOIN TODAY!
Check One:

Name_________________________________________________________________
______ Guardian $30
(OR) Club Name_______________________________________________________
______ Defender $65
Address_______________________________________________________________
______ Life $350 *
City ___________________________________________State _______Zip________
* (individuals only)
Email (print clearly) _____________________________________________________
Send application with check or money order payable to:
NYSCC
8 East Main Street
Ilion, NY 13357
OR
go to www.nyscc.com and join using the paypal© feature on our homepage.

ARE YOU AIMING FOR CLUB INSURANCE?

BENEFITS
To request an enrollment form or discuss coverage, call
United Insurance Agency, Inc. at 1-800-728-4522, ext. 313 or
email John Long, Jr. at: johnjr@uiai.com

UNITED INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

To request an enrollment form or discuss coverage, call
United Insurance Agency, Inc. at 1-800-728-4522, ext. 313 or
email John Long, Jr. at: johnjr@uiai.com

UNITED INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

BENEFITS INCLUDE:

COVERAGES INCLUDE:

• Competitive Rates
• Superior Customer Service
• Experienced Claims Handling
• Knowledgeable Underwriters
• Representing the Shooting Sports
Industry Since 1980
• A+ Rated Carrier

• $1,000,000 Per Occurrence
• $2,000,000 Per Occurrence Option is also
available
• Defense Investigation and Related Cost in
Addition to Limits of Liability
• Additional Insured, Such as Landlords,
Added at No Additional Charge
• No General Aggregate
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