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IMPORTANT DATES

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.
Board Meetings are held on
the first Tuesday, (after the first
Monday), of each month,
7:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

A very Happy New Year. You must have been doing your
rain dances as we are off to a nice, wet January so far. We’ll
be starting up our Saturday workshops soon and we have a
lot to do to get ready for our Plant Sale in May. Our last sale
was such a great success and I’m looking forward to our next one. I’ve missed
our Saturdays working together and hope to see you there. We’re already off
to such a great start with an abundance of plants started.

Propagation Workshop

Preparation for this year’s
plant sale resumes Saturday,
January 28. See page 2 for
details.

2016 General Meetings
January 23

Thank you to Carole Hendrickson,
Linda Soliven, and Bev Tucker for
providing refreshments

February 27
March 27

It’s Raining!

Our Plant sales are so successful and with all of you DIGgers hard work, we
are not only able to provide our community with a fantastic assortment of
affordable plants, we’re also able to support our community in other ways as
well. Last year we were able to make donations to the Brentwood Regional
Community Chest, Veterans Memorial Building Fund, Hope House, The Food
Bank, and various schools. We continue to give a scholarship to a local high
school student each year and we also contribute to local school gardens.
It is very gratifying to be able to do these things as well as educate ourselves
with great speakers every month, meet great new people and have fun as well.
So put on your rain boots and join us when our Saturday workshops start up
later this month. Hope to see you there.

2016 Board Meetings
February 7
March 7
April 4

JANU ARY 23 M EET IN G S PEAKER—PAT RIC E H AN L ON

DIG’s 2017 Plant Sale

Master Gardener, San Jose Mercury News Columnist

Saturday, May 13
Wolfe Ranch

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community

Our guest speaker is Patrice Hanlon, Master Gardener,
and columnist for the San Jose Mercury News authoring
a twice-monthly column, The Garden Coach. Patrice
will give a presentation on wildlife habitat/pollinator
gardens. Her varied background includes 14 years
as garden director for The Gardens at Heather Farm,
overseeing plant design, maintenance, propagation
of materials for sales and gardens, and developing
educational and outreach programs for adults and
students. She received her degree in horticulture and also worked for East
Bay Regional Park District’s botanical garden in the early 90’s. While there,
she developed and facilitated garden and watershed programs for the Aquatic
Outreach Institute.
(continued on page 2)
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GARDENING EVENTS

(Patrice Hanlon, continued from cover)

2017 Propagation and
Transplanting Resumes

Patrice currently works as a horticultural consultant for the City of Walnut Creek
and is the volunteer coordinator and educator for Civic Park’s native pollinator
garden, as well as an educator for their program called Watershed Watchers.

We’ll kick off our 2017 Plant Sale
preparation this month! Come
join the fun, socializing, and work
on Saturday the 28th. We’ll meet
at Wolfe Ranch at 10 am ‘til 12
noon. Bring gloves, clippers, and
good cheer. Clothing optional,
but advised.

Additionally, she works with The Bay Friendly Coalition, and Our Water Our
World; non-profits funded by the county and state clean water programs with
the mission of educating landscape professionals and the public about ways to
maintain landscapes that reduce or eliminate chemicals and pollutants that end
up in the watershed due to gardening practices.

Wolfe Ranch is located at 700
Creek Road in Brentwood.
Take Balfour Road to Fairview
and travel South, Turn left onto
Concord Avenue, turn left
onto Creek Road and travel
approximately one-half mile.
You’ll see Wolfe Ranch and the
growing grounds on the left. See
back cover for maps.
We hope to see you there!!!

As part of her own personal love of education for those who are challenged or
in need of a healing space, she develops and teaches therapeutic programs Seeds of Success, for adults on the Autism spectrum and Thyme in the Garden,
a program designed to help people facing life-threatening or chronic cancer
through connection with the natural world fostering relaxation, a sense of wellbeing and connection with others.
I’m sure you’ll enjoy meeting our exciting guest speaker, Patrice Hanlon,
gaining from her knowledge and viewing her presentation. You’re sure to come
away with lots of great ideas for your own garden. Visitors are always welcome.

Helen Wheeler, Vice President, Programs
J A N U A R Y M E M B E R S H I P U P D AT E
If you haven’t already done so, please send in your DIG membership dues
for 2017. Our fees are still only $15 for an individual or $20 for a family
membership. Please include an updated membership form including any
changes in your name, address, email address, or phone number. Your
payment, including the membership form, may be sent to:
DIG Membership PO Box 66, Brentwood, CA 94513 Attn: Chris Artz.

If you’re not sure if you’ve paid, just give Chris a call at 925-234-0395 or
Chris Artz, Membership
email her at cartz@comcast.net.
ITS TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2017
DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz
Please fill out the membership form and
mail it along with your dues to the address
above. You may also bring your form and
dues to the next general meeting.

Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

Please make checks payable to DIG.
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BOARD MINUTES—JANUARY 3, 2017
Brentwood Neighborhood Committee representative, Joanne Klement,
explained the purpose of the organization and some of its various functions.
When BNC started in Brentwood there were only 8,000 residents. There
are now around 60,000. BNC originally awarded a Garden-of-the-Month
competition, but now has two annually: a spring garden award, and a
Christmas home and garden decoration award. DIG gives a free membership
and a plant as part of these awards. Robert and Nancy VanSchab on Black
Stone Drive are the recipients of the 2016 Christmas award. BNC also
sponsors a neighborhood watch program, Bark in the Park and the Christmas
Tree Lighting ceremony. DIG’s representative for BNC is Debbie Auer,
so if you wish to nominate a home or garden, please contact her. • Thank
you notes were received from the Veterans Hall, Community Chest and the
food banks. Patrice Hanlon will be the speaker this month with the topic
of Wildlife and Pollinators in the Garden. The speaker for February will
be Barbara Norkus on Roses. Ruth Bancroft Garden, in response to DIG’s
interest in their programs, will donate a plant a month to us, which Leslie
has volunteered to collect. Chris said that 71 members have paid their 2017
dues (DUE date was January 1st so keep those checks coming.) Thank
you notes to Ken and Sheila Clark are being sent for the abundant trove
of plants they left for DIG when the Clarks moved to Arizona. The Field
Trip Committee will meet at Carole’s home on the 16th at 12:30. There will
be a planting day for rooted cuttings on Thursday (1-5-17) at 11:00 in the
greenhouse. Propagation starts up again on Saturday, January 28th, from 10
a.m. till noon, and from then on every Saturday morning until the Plant Sale
May 13th. The minutes of the December meeting were approved. The next
board meeting will be on February 7th. Pat will host. 
Carole Hendrivkson, Temporary Secretary
The editors of The Weeder welcome all new club and board members.
Click here to see a full list of 2017 Delta Informal Gardeners Officers.
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PLANT COMMENTARY
OF THE MONTH

W inter V egetables
As much as I like fresh vegetables, I
have never had a vegetable garden.
I do plant a, (yes, just one) tomato
plant each year, but that hardly counts
as a vegetable garden since I plant it
in a pot!
Sowing seeds in flats, then potting up
to a pot and then planting in a bed,
then waiting for the thing to grow and
produce just doesn’t do it for me. Yes,
I know it’s really healthy to eat home
grown stuff and I do….I’d just rather
stop by the farm stands and buy my
fruits and veggies from them.
So all you good and patient
gardeners get your seeds ready and
plant! Now is the time for the salad
greens, spinach and probably some
other good stuff.
In a few months the sun will be shining
and you can dig holes to fill with your
growing veggies. Before you know it,
it will be harvest time.
Reaping the benefits of having a
vegetable garden is not only having
fresh, nutritious produce to eat,
but knowing that your labors have
created food that comes from your
garden to the table.
As I pick and eat right from the vine
my little tomatoes, I’ll be so proud
that the little sucker grew in spite of
me and my un-veggie gardening!!

Carolee James, Editor
DIG President Connie Miller, Hospitality Chair Carole Hendrickson, Field Trip Director Robin Choate
and Treasurer Ginger Guider, pose with the Christmas Bear at Alden Lane.
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DIG Congratulates
Home of the Season Winners!
Congratulations to Robert and Nancy Von Schwab. they are
Brentwood Advisory committee Home of the Season winners
for this year. DIG awarded them with a free membership and a
beautiful plant.
Robert and Nancy have lived in Brighton Station for the last six
years. Robert has a background in auto tech and has the ability to
see an item and imagine it as a new Christmas decoration for his
wonderful yard. Giant candy canes, a beautiful lighted Angel and
an animated mailbox are just a few things in their yard. Thank you
for creating such a beautiful display for us all to enjoy.
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Winter and Spring potting up
events, as well as our annual plant
sale, are held at Wolfe Ranch,
700 Creek Road, Brentwood.
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DIG meets on the fourth Monday
of each month at 7:30 pm at the
Brentwood Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street in
Brentwood.

