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National Agriculture Day
Breakfast
Local farmers and county and local
ofcials are invited to the 19th annual
National Agriculture Day Breakfast on
Thursday, March 5 starting at 7:30 a.m.
in the Farm & Home Center (2715 Route
44, Suite 1), Millbrook. The meeting will
adjourn by 9:30 a.m. after the awarding
of several prizes. The guest speaker is
Carrie Mess, aka “Dairy Carrie.” Carrie
is a dairy farmer, blogger, speaker and
advocate from Lake Mills, Wisconsin,
in partnership with her husband, Patrick,
and his parents on their 100-cow dairy.
Her writing has been featured in The
Guardian and Hufngton Post and she
writes a monthly column covering social
media topics in Dairy Herd Management
magazine.
The breakfast is free and features many
local agricultural products, but you must
make a reservation by Friday, February
27 with Nancy Halas at 845-677-8223
ext.115 or nh26@cornell.edu.
This event is cosponsored by Cornell
Cooperative Extension Dutchess County,
the Dutchess County Dairy Committee
Inc., Dutchess County Soil & Water
Conservation District, Dutchess-PutnamWestchester Farm Bureau, Dutchess
County Agriculture and Farmland
Protection Board and the Dutchess
Agricultural Society.
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NDA annual Breakfast
Meeting and Awards
On February 4, the Northern Dutchess
Alliance (NDA) held its annual meeting
and awards ceremony, to recognize the
signicance of individuals, community
institutions and non-prots in driving the
Hudson Valley economy and/or improving
the quality of life in the region. It was held
in the Tavern at the Beekman Arms in
Rhinebeck.
The program, which included breakfast,
featured two keynote speakers and honored
the achievements of the Dutchess County
Agriculture and Farmland Protection
Board and Bard College. NDA President
Melodye Moore welcomed the attendees,
introduced attending ofcials, and was the
MC for the event. Mayor Heath Tortarella,
of the Village of Rhinebeck, also welcomed
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Some of the people that worked on the Dutchess County Agriculture & Farmland Protection Plan including Ron Hicks, Dutchess County executive
staff, Art Collings, Dutchess Land Conservancy, Harry Baldwin, Dutchess County Ag & Farmland Protection board, Karen Unger (holding the plaque)
from Bard College, Gregg Pulver, Dutchess County legislature, Noela Hooper, Dutchess County Planning and Development, and Eoin Wrafter, acting
Dutchess County commissioner for planning and development.

the attendees to Rhinebeck. President
Moore then gave a brief history of NDA
with its formation in 1996, and 2016 will
celebrate its 20th anniversary. Over the
intervening years, NDA looked at various
regional issues like Metro North’s northern
expansion and community gateways, and
issued reports: on the impact of superstores;
partnered with the Glywood Center to
sponsor the Countryside Exchange to look
at important issues in the communities;
with Greenway Funding worked with
Marist College, Sustainable Hudson
Valley, and Michael Schuman Training and
Development to develop implementations
of the Countryside Exchange ndings; and
most recently in 2012-2013 worked with
Gerald Benjamin, SUNY New Paltz-based
Center for Research, to look at possible
shared services for the local governments.
The reports are the keys to the efforts for
the protection of Northern Dutchess that
we know and love with the sustainability
of a vibrant and healthy economy, with
agriculture and open space protection,
tourism, and natural and cultural resource
protection. These reports are available on
the NDA webpage at NorthernDutchess.
org. The keynote speakers were introduced
and both shared their efforts to advance
NDA’s goals.
Ron Hicks, Dutchess County deputy
commissioner for strategic planning
and economic development, explained
the reform needed with an Economic
Development Strategy (EDS). internal
reform is to speed up the county’s
permitting process by having the planning,
health, and public works departments
working jointly together rather than
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through partnerships. A navigator will
be established to help in the plan’s
implementation. The protection board is
an advisory board for the county executive.
They are looking to develop farm-friendly
regulations that scale for the size of the
farm at all levels of government. The full
new plan can be found ccedutchess.org
and dutchesswcd.org/.
Michèle Greig, NDA staff, described
the 2015 NDA project. Today, tourism has
seven driving tours that feature view sheds
and historical and cultural facilities. NDA
will enhance three of the driving tours that
are in our region by adding farm markets,
farm tours and various types of eateries.
President
Moore
presented
the
Commitment to Community Award to Bard
College. Karen Unger, director of the ofce
of institutional support, accepted the award.
The Commitment to Community Award is
given to the person or organization who
has consistently demonstrated a long-term
devotion and dedication to their community.
The college provides many projects and
initiatives to benet the community;
Bard Math Circles to help middle school
students, life long learning, many cultural
events (music festivals, art shows, etc.), and
environmental sustainability demonstration
projects. Unger thanked the NDA for the
award and encouraged the community to
avail themselves of the many services and
activities that Bard provides.
Harry Baldwin, chairman of the
Dutchess County Agriculture and
Farmland Protection Board, received
the Charting our Course Award for the
committee that worked to develop the
new 2015 Dutchess County Agricultural
and Farmland Protection Plan. This award
is for the person or organization that has
provided regional vision consistent with
the NDA’s mission or has partnered with
members of the NDA in pursuing their
organizational goals. Baldwin thanked
the NDA for the award and recalled all
the changes he saw over the last 50 years
of farming – going from a completely
rural community to now becoming
developments and increased urbanization.
New York State Senator Sue Serino and
representatives from Congressman Chris
Gibson, Assemblywoman Didi Barrett,
and County Executive Marc Molinaro all
gave citations to both awardees. President
Moore thanked all attendees for coming
and the NDA executive committee and
staff for their support.
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serially in processing permits. He is
trying to ll vacant building spaces and
make them ready for development.
Another effort is business retention and
expansion by working to get the needed
infrastructure, planning, investment, and
farmland protection. He will assist in
downtown redevelopment to facilitate
growth. Business attraction efforts will
continue by using existing vacant space
inventories to ll where possible, develop
site-specic approvals, and seek new
businesses for the approved space. Local
governments should have a local economic
development activity to locally help in the
process. He noted that Dutchess County
Tourism runs classes on hospitality which
deals on how to attract and deal effectively
with customers in stores, restaurants, etc..
Eoin Wrafter, acting commissioner for
dutchess county department of planning
and development, discussed the new
2015 Dutchess County Agricultural
and Farmland Protection Plan which
was last updated in 1998. Many boards
and parts of governments participated
in its development. The old goal was
protection while the new emphasis is
on new agricultural markets, growing
interest in local agricultural products,
and opportunities for continued land
preservation for the next generation of
farmers. Today, there exist more smaller
farms and the types of agriculture have
changed. Community proles have
been developed by Cornell Cooperative
Extension Dutchess County (CCEDC)
for each town. Contact CCEDC to get a
copy of the prole at 845-677-8223. The
board is looking at the needs for farming
and processing facilities regionally
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Ray Oberly currently serves as the
town supervisor for Clinton. To
respond to his column, email editorial@
thehudsonvalleynews.com.
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