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The Hatton Half: The Chain of Religious Authority (2)

The second link in the chain is the second person of the Godhead, Jesus the Christ. Jesus is truly the word in
the flesh (John 1:1-3). Why did the Holy Spirit decide to employ the description of Jesus as found at John
1:1-3? Guy N. Woods offers the following explanation of the terminology employed:

The “Word” is identified as that “which became flesh and dwelt among us” the “only begotten son of the
Father” (John 1:14, 18). Jesus is called “the Word” because a word is both the revelation and expression of
an idea; and he is the full and complete revelation of deity (the divine nature) to the world (Col. 2:9; Heb.
1:1-3). It is asserted in John 1:18 that he “declared” the Father, literally, interpreted him, made him known
to man. Before Jesus came into the world it is possible that some might have complained that God is
unknowable since he can neither be seen nor directly approached by sinful man (1 John 4:12; 1 Tim. 6:16);
but no more (Woods 22).

Amen, brother Woods! God initiated the plan for revelation by creating the world. Now, Jesus is the one
who manifested the fullness of the Godhead in a bodily form (Col. 2:9). Our Lord is the very embodiment
of the Old Testament prophecies. He is the suffering servant who arose as a root out of the dry ground (lsa.
53). He is the one said to “bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives” (Isa. 61:1). He is
the ruler who sprang up from Bethlehem Ephratah (Mic. 5:2). He is the One who set up His kingdom on
this earth, which is His church (Mat. 16:13-20; Isa. 2:1-4; Dan. 2:44; Joel 2:28-32).

Class assignments and schedule: It is tricky with two morning services to find a
good Time for Bible class. Here’s the way we will try it next week. If we change details
on this it will be announced:

After Sunday morning 1st service. We will dismiss at ~9:50 and classes will convene
no later than 10am. Those classes will go till 10:20 and be dismissed so those coming
to 2nd service can have time to get ready for church. Teachers, that means you will
have to really get with it on the lesson! Also, the teacher list is compiled as follows:

Important notice on Benevolence: The Benevolent Building is now open. Get the word
out and let them know that masks are required.

Pew Packers: Unless there are objections, | plan on starting this class back as we resume
the other classes in October: that is, Sunday nights at ~5:45.

Receiving Comfort From God Through His Children

Class Sunday Wednesday

Nursery (0-2) Tabitha Newberry/Terra Pitts | “

Toddlers (2&3) Jenna Hudson/Maranda Goad | “

4’s and Pre-K Michelle Jones/Caylie Jones “

Kindergarten & 1st Melissa Draper/Jill Birdwell gShley Crabtree/Mellisa
raper

2nd and 3rd Brandy Fleming/Kennedy Fl. | Jenny Bartley/Kennedy

4th and 5th Haley Goad/Whitney New. “

Jr. High to 8th Mark West Hatton Allen/Drew Staf.

High School H.W. Clark “

Young adult/new convert | Hatton Allen N/A

Auditorium class Tim Tim

The curriculum followed is Ezekiel 12 to Micah 7
Wednesday night: Sam Wilcut is our next speaker and is no stranger to us a Willette.

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. {2} Therefore will not we fear, though the
earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; {3} Though the waters
thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. {4} There is a
river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most
High. {5} God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early. {6} The
heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted. {7} The LORD of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. {8} Come, behold the works of the LORD, what desolations he
hath made in the earth. {9} He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and
cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. {10} Be still, and know that I am God: I will
be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. {11} The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of
Jacob is our refuge. Selah.” (Psalms 46)

How do we take refuge in the comfort that comes from God? How does God provide for His
children in this day and age? “By Divine Providence,” you say. But if this be true, then it must also be
true that we are used by God to accomplish His will on earth.

You see, as Christians, we are to present ourselves as a living sacrifice to God (Rom. 12:1ff). A
part of that dedicated life is to “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” Do you do this?

When was the last time that you visited with a sick person? When is the last time you
comforted someone who has lost a loved one?

Do you realize how impressive it is to people to have the whole church respond with acts of
love when the time comes to do so? We serve a great God, that is true. But for others to see His
greatness, they need to see Christ living in you by your obedience to the Gospel.

“Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.”
Ephesians 3:21.

The world needs to see love of God in people who care so much that they cannot stay silent
about sin. They need to see the love of God in a fervent dedication to each other in the church. This
means that we should be ever vigilant to keep the church pure and well taken care of. We should look
out for our own in a very special way. People will see this and God will be praised. And when they
see our righteousness, let us invite them to be a part of us.

“Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.” (I Peter 2:17)

Put Christianity to work in your life every day. --Tim McHenry—
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If someone needs food, let us know.




