I am feeling quite wise this week, 


even though I did not set this up intentionally, 



but the Holy Spirit did.  

The second part of three 


of what the good news or gospel is and does is, 



it is the news of changed lives.  


The gospel does not leave us the same way it found us.  

To build off last week 

and move into this week, 


I have said many times quoting Tim Keller from a different resource, 



“God loves us exactly the way we are,” 




(gracious acceptance through Jesus from last week), 


which is paired with the other reality, 



“But God loves us too much to leave us exactly the way we are.”

On our wedding day, 


I didn't think I could love another person more than I loved Lisa on that day.  



She was undoubtedly a gift I wanted to spend the rest of my life with.  


If nothing would have changed, 



I want to believe I would have been happy.  

However, 


things did change, 



we added work and community service into our lives, 



we added children into our lives.  



Medical conditions and death brought new realities into our relationship.  

These changes removed most of that honeymoon bliss, 


but allowed me to know another human bean more 



and see how God is changing them and myself for the better 




and causing me to love them more.  

The changes of the gospel being put into practice in Lisa and my relationship 


has only made me love Lisa more now than I did on the wonderful day, 



almost 10 years ago.

The gospel's whole purpose, 


is to lead to change.  



Which is where the Holy Spirit's planning comes into view.  

Most of you are aware that I bounded out of here after fellowship 


to go to the ECO national gathering in Greenville, SC.  

By God's grace, 


I somehow showed up Monday morning at 10 am, 



while rerouting my whole schedule through Juneau instead of Whitehorse.  

The conference's theme was this week's Greek word, “Metanoia.”  


They used the Greek term, 



“Metanoia” instead of its common English translation 'repent' 




for a key reason. 


Come to the “repent conference,” 



doesn't excite Presbyterians.  

More than that though, 


The reason for keeping the Greek word, 



is because we don't do full justice to the Greek word.  

In our minds, 


we hear the word Repent 


and we limit it to the realm of sin.  



But you'll notice I underlined sin and righteousness.  

As we understand what Jesus did 


and is doing, 



there are two shifts that happen.  

We realize what we are doing wrong 


is wrong.  

We also realize what we thought was right 


is also not exactly right.  

This is why Jesus and the Pharisee's had so many interactions.  


God's Kingdom was different than we thought it was.  



We thought we had to earn our way in through our behavior.  

Jesus said, 


“You are full of sin, 



you need me to do it.  


You will be accepted graciously by God 



through my work.”  

This changes everyone's math.

Last week, we pondered how every aspect of our life changes when marriage, 


children, 


and medical diagnosis come into our life.  



Everything is adjusted.  

When we say that repent means to turn back, 


that is also too narrow.  


It means to change course.  

So while going in the opposite direction is easier to comprehend, 


if you have ever been at the wheel of a boat, 



you are aware of what minor adjustments make.  

In the trip to Haines from our Harbor, 


a one degree change out of 180, 



will crash you into the walls 



or save your life.  


The reason for this is, 



little changes add up over time.  

Driving down a straight road, 


you do hundreds of minor adjustments 


or you end up in the ditch.  



Every one of those changes are repenting or Metanoia.  

Not just when you have to do a u-turn 


when you missed the destination.  

Here are some other examples. SLIDE

Metanoia is even bigger than that.  


If you believe the gospel, 



every reality in your life is now different.  

If you already were generous with your money 


and were known as a philanthropist of the highest degree, 



the amount of money you give might not change because of the gospel, 




but your reason for giving it would.  


You would no longer be giving from a place of pity or superiority, 



but you would be giving 




because you realize what God gave you.  



Everything you have is God's 




and God wants to use it to build up his Kingdom.  


So you still give generously, 



but the reason for your generosity changes.  

If you went to church before you fully heard the gospel, 


you would hopefully still come, 

but the reason you come changes.  


You now come to live into that changed life 



and find others who want to live into that life more with you.  


Church no longer becomes a Sunday thing, 



but a way of supporting your community and church family 




in all areas of life.

We saw earlier that a Greek dictionary defines Metanoia this way, 


“to change one’s way of life 



as the result of a complete change of thought and attitude 




with regard to sin and righteousness.”  

It continues on reaffirming our tendency 


and asking us to hear the word in a new light, 



a small course correction.  


We need to even Metanoia our understanding of Metanoia. 

“Though in English 


a focal component of repent 



is the sorrow or contrition that a person experiences because of sin, 


the emphasis...seems to be more specifically the total change, 



both in thought and behavior, 




with respect to how one should both think and act.”

We miss this over and over.  

American Evangelical Christianity has emphasized the repenting and trusting Jesus, 


but tends to make it a one time thing.  

Tell us your conversion story, 


on what day did you repent and follow Jesus?  

If this is your thinking, 


then you might be shocked to hear 



that I repented 



and followed Jesus this morning.  


It also happened yesterday 



and the day before.  

That pesky Holy Spirit keeps on showing me things I believe 


and ways I act, 



that do not fully line up with the reality of his Kingdom.  

As I have quoted Dale Bruner's before, 


“You never graduate from the Jesus school.”  

Jesus and the good news of the gospel 


will continually be reshaping your life and mine.  

We will see that what we were doing acknowledged some of the realities 


of how Jesus' kingdom is different from the worlds kingdom, 



but not all of them.  

A great motto of our branch of Christianity is, 


Reformed, always reforming.  

Perfection is always a work in progress.  


But this is because as I already looked at last week, 



as Jesus becomes the Lord and Rescuer of our life, 



how we approach life changes.

The question is why?  


Why does everything have to change 


and not just how I behave at work 



or my diet, 



or my attitude?  

The answer lies in what happened to cause the change.  

We are baffled by the stories of the people who have lung cancer, 


then have surgery, 


have a lung removed, 


undergo weeks of chemo, 



and then get out of the hospital 




and have a smoke before driving home.  


After the hundreds of thousands of dollars spent to keep them alive, 



we assume that would change the way they live their life.  


We say it would for us.  



We often think way too high of ourselves.  

I have a great list of things I say I am going to start doing 


after life gives me a reality check.  



Being sore after simple exercise, 



being winded after walking up the stairs, 



having fingers that cramp up, 




you would think I would have started exercising more, 




eating better, 




taking better care of myself.  

But so far, 


I have only thought about what I need to change, 



my actions remain the same.  


Maybe this week will be better.

Since doctors visits, 

having children who want to see me live, 

a wife who would kill me if I died early, 


are all at play 


and I still struggle to bring about the necessary change, 



the question is, 




“What will cause me to change?”  
Paul points to Jesus throughout his writings.  


Paul's writings only make a difference however, 



if I read them 



and meditate on them. 

They have been there my whole life, 


but until we start reading them and are reminded of what is at stake, 



we are less prone to respond.  

As we remember the gifts we have been given, 

recall what God is done, 

rehearse how our lives have changed, 


we are more likely to act.  

We know we have stubborn hearts, 


don't we?  

I have seen many couples in my study talk about their marriage 


and the issues with it.  

As we talk about getting further help 


and going to counseling, 



the cost always comes up.  

My answer to the cost question is, 


which is going to be cheaper and less pain and work, 



doing the hard work of reconciliation to fix the marriage 



and paying the price for counseling.  


Or divorce?  

We often trick ourselves 


by thinking that the divorce will be a hard, 



one time act.  

When thinking clearly, 


we know that the consequences of staying together 


or separating 



echo throughout our lifetimes 




and into future generations.

If we surround ourselves with the reality of the gospel, 


that Jesus accepts us as we are, 


that Jesus has changed our lives, 


and there is a new world coming, 

I hope that is enough 


to bring that change from just a mental change, 



to a physical, 



demonstrable reality.  
The question is, 


are we taking the reality of Jesus 



to the conversation of what we should do?  

Paul calls the Corinthians to give generously for one reason only, 


because Jesus gave his life for them.  

The question that should arise in our decision making is, 


“If Jesus did this for me, 



why should I not do this for them?”  


If Jesus offered his life for me, 



why can't I offer some money to those in need?  


If Jesus died on the cross to forgive the sins of the world and me, 



why can't I forgive the sins of this one person?  


If Jesus brought in a new way of living, 



why do I insist on the old?  

As we think on what God has done, 


the result should be a changed heart.

I have seen this progress in all of you over the years I have been a pastor.  


As you share with me more details of where you were 



before I knew you 



and before you ever responded to God, 




I see more clearly the great work that is occurring in your life.  

At the same time, 


I have to look and say to myself, 



“You are on year 17, 




is this where I thought we would be as a church?”  

Yes, we do great things, 

yes, there are stories of life change and improvement.  


But in 17 years, 



never once have you baptized a new believing adult.  


What needs to metanoia, 


which of the great things that the church is doing 



need to be changed in a degree or two, 




so that the church is on the course that Jesus sent us out on?  


To make disciples to the ends of the earth.  

We are already at the ends of the earth, 


so what needs to change 



to more intentionally make disciples?  

Be on the lookout for Metanoia, 


look for change occuring



to align with Jesus' good news to be at play within our congregation.
