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Parent’s Guide to Scholarship Basic Worksheet

This is a worksheet to help you think about whether it makes sense for your child to apply for scholarships and what kinds of scholarships they should be concentrating on.

The Time and Motivation Questions:

1. How much time do you and your spouse have to devote to helping your child with scholarship applications?

a) No time

b) 1-3 hours per week

c) 4-6 hours per week

d) 7-10 hours per week

2. How much time does your child have to devote to scholarship applications?

a) No time

b) 1-3 hours per week

c) 4-6 hours per week

d) 7-10 hours per week

3. How early are you starting your scholarship search and application process?

a) Before junior year

b) Junior year

c) Summer before senior year

d) Fall of senior year

4. How motivated is your child to pursue scholarships?

a) Very motivated

b) Somewhat motivated

c) Not motivated at all

Applying for scholarships is time consuming. A comprehensive scholarships search can take 20-40 hours. The first scholarship you apply for might take up to 10-15 hours to get all the information together and write and revise the essay. After that, you will probably have to spend

5-7 hours rewriting sections and revising the essays for each additional scholarship you apply for. That’s a lot of time and while it can be easily spread out if you start gathering the information in your child’s junior year or the summer before their senior year, it can become difficult to balance with other commitments during the fall of senior year when you’ll also have to work on college searches and applying for college. Take all this into account and be reasonable about what you can do and expect when it comes to applying for scholarships.
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The Qualifying Questions:

5. Which of the following accomplishments does your child have?

a) Academic accomplishments
b) Athletic accomplishments
c) Artistic accomplishments
d) Leadership accomplishments
e) Community service or volunteer accomplishments
6. What kind of marks does your child get?

a) A+

b) A

c) B+

d) B

e) C or less

7. How skilled an athlete is your child?

a) Won national athletic competitions

b) Won state athletic competitions

c) Won local athletic competitions

d) Has not won athletic competitions

8. How accomplished is your child artistically?

a) Won national artistic prizes

b) Won state artistic prizes

c) Won local artistic prizes

d) Has not won artistic prizes

9. What kinds of leadership roles did your child have?

a) Started a new club or organization and devoted a considerable amount of time to it

b) Started something new but did not devote a lot of time to it

c) Took on a pre-existing leadership role but did not devote a lot of time to it

d) Took on a pre-existing leadership role and devoted a lot of time to it.

e) Did not take on leadership roles

10. How much volunteer work or extra-curricular activity does your child participate in?

a) None

b) 5 hours per week

c) 5-10 hours per week

d) 10-15 hours per week

e) 15 hours or more per week
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11. How significant are your child’s accomplishments?
a) Been recognized in national awards or media

b) Been recognized with local awards and media

c) Never been recognized but significant enough to be

d) Never been recognized and not significant enough to be

12. Does your child fit into the following minority categories?

a) Gender

b) Race

c) Religious

d) Cultural/Ethnic

e) Sexuality

13. Is your child good at writing essays?

a) Amazing

b) Pretty good

c) Okay

d) Not something they excel at, but I can help

e) Not something they excel at and I can’t help
These questions are designed to help you get a better idea of what kinds of scholarships your child might be qualified for. Many of the winners of the most popular national scholarships, have received state or national attention or recognition for their accomplishments and volunteer activities or if they haven’t their accomplishments are significant enough to have received such recognition. 
Many of those types of scholarship winners have resumes that make adults wonder how they do it all. If your child isn’t on that level, then they should probably focus on smaller local scholarships and if they don’t fit any of the categories outlined in question number 5, while there will probably be scholarships out there for them, they will be fewer and harder to find. If your child fits one of the minority categories in question 12, there are also a number of minority scholarships that they should keep in mind. There are also scholarships that are essay competitions where your child writes about a particular topic rather than writing about their lives or accomplishments. If they are skilled at writing essays these scholarships are right for them.
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The Getting Ready to Apply Questions:

1. List all your child’s activities:
1. _________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________________

6. _________________________________________________________________

7. _________________________________________________________________

8. _________________________________________________________________

9. _________________________________________________________________

10. _________________________________________________________________

11. _________________________________________________________________

12. _________________________________________________________________

2. List your child’s main accomplishments:

a) ___________________________

b) ___________________________

c) ___________________________

d) ___________________________

e) ___________________________

f) ___________________________

g) ___________________________

3. What kinds of Scholarships do you think that your child is best suited for?

a) Athletics scholarships

b) Artistic scholarships

c) Leadership scholarships

d) Academic scholarships

e) Community Service scholarships

f) Minority scholarships

g) Niche scholarships (i.e. scholarships given out by clubs or employers)

4. What level of scholarships do you think your child can win?

a) National level scholarships

b) Regional or state level scholarships

c) Local scholarships

d) Minority or niche scholarships

e) I don’t think my child is likely to win scholarships

5. Do you or your spouse’s employers offer scholarships?
a) Yes

b) No

c) We don’t know
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6. What clubs or organizations are you, your spouse, or your child affiliated with?

List



Do they offer scholarships?

______________________



Y/N

______________________



Y/N

______________________



Y/N

______________________



Y/N

______________________



Y/N

______________________



Y/N

______________________



Y/N

______________________



Y/N

______________________



Y/N

Your Next Steps:

What do you need to do or find out next to get your scholarship search on track?

1. _________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________________

6. _________________________________________________________________

7. _________________________________________________________________

8. _________________________________________________________________

9. _________________________________________________________________

10. _________________________________________________________________

11. _________________________________________________________________

12. ________________________________________________________________
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