The Sounds of St

St. Stephends United Chu
110 N. Sixth Stredterkasie, PA 18944
Phone215.257.6460
www.thessperkasie.org office@thessperkasie.org

July/August2017

Worship in Perkasie Park
July 9 , at 10:30 AM
(Please note time change)

Please join us on July 9 , when we gather at 10:30am in Perkasie Park (9 ™ Street) for worship
and refreshments. Wheelchairs will be available for those who have need.
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aDonot be conformed to this worldut be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that
you may discern what is the will of God/hat is good and acceptable and perféct.
--Romans 12: 2

Church is not what it used to be.
Is this a sentiment thatimgs true for you?

Many Christians in mainline denominational churches like ours, offer this reflection in the present
age. Memories of the 1960s and 70s echo in the mind, harkening back to a time when the pews
were filled, the Sunday Schools were busfliohurch was the center of weekend life (although in
many cases it was the only thing happening on a Sunday), and fellowship and fun were primarily
shared through the local community, family, and church. In these days folks went to church
because that wa what you did on Sunday; as did the generation before you.
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churches on average are experiencing an absence in the pews and in the budget, church school:
are smdl or shrinking, if existent, and folks are not knocking down church walls to get inside.

Families raising children today live a fasiced, multilocation life. Some children even live a
multi-family life that changes weekend to weekend. School ifiesy secular opportunities and
sports have become the norm on Sunday mornings. Culture has shifted to evidentiary
perspectives on faith and multiple faiths have grown in what used to be homogenous Christian
areas. And the church now competes for prigrpurpose, and presence in the lives of people.

During the selstudy time before calling me as your pastor, the Readiness 360 survey and other
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many months it Bs become apparent that the 20s, 30s, and 40 something generations in the life
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and fall into that category, then a return to worship and participation in the life of the church is
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demographic and have not been involvedhe church in recent years, | want to hear from you,
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means to you, and how participation in the community of faith might connect with what is
important to you in your lives.
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The Apostle Paul writes that we need to be transformed in our thinking through the Spirit and not
be conformed to the world and its wisdom and ways. As the body of Christ, we are sent forth to
share the love of the Gospel in ways thak&will hear it. There is a vulnerability to that which
requires the body of Christ to be willing to be impacted by the connections made. This is true
GKSGKSNI 1K24aS8S O2y il Ola O02YS FTNRY F2f1a 6A0K
surroundsour location.

Church is not what it used to be.

Church must transform from expecting others to just show up; into a discipleship focused,
missional approach if it is to move into the new age in which we live. What does that mean? In
the simplest of terms: intentionally seeking to meet people where they are among the issues,
situations, and needs that are important to them; share the Gospel; be present to them and allow
oneself to be changed and transformed in the process.

| believe this requires lookingithin and without for those relationships and realities that need to
grow and morph into something new and different in order to bring vitality anegiveng faith
and hope.

So | offer you a summer invitation.

As we begin to look at the mission andign of our congregation and explore our desire to reach
into the community and to grow in our relationships together, if you are on the fringes of church
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down and talk. And for those who worship regularly; pray for your church farfoliythose
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home and for the families with whom we live in community.
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Pastor Jeff
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A Pins and Pizza Gathering...

August 12 at 1:00 PM
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Who? Ouwyoung families with children in church school; our youthanfirmation; our 6th
12th graders interested in the Fellowship and Service Group, our recent gragaatethose
who feel young at heart.

We will be gathering at Earl Bowl Lanes in Quakertown.
The cost i$10 per familyincludes 2 hours of bowling and shoes.

A pizza pas#t follows at Frank's Trattoria, Walmart Plaza, Quakertown.

Sign up by August 5tPayment due on August'5to the Church Office

Sign up outside Ehrhart Hall or email the office with family namenaimcber attending.
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Worship Notes:

July 2

Jesus calls us to be a church of "welcome." Join us in worship as we welcome the Rev.
Alan Reider who will lead our time of worship and praise at 9:30 am while Pastor Jeff is
away at General Synod meeting of the UCC in Baltimore, MD.

July 9 Worship in the Park
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Join us at Perkasie Park as we share in worship and reflect upon e : dec %

o Psalm 145.
Come and worship in the great outdoors and join us in prayer and

praise!
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July 16 Vacation Bible School Sunday

As HercCentral VBS draws to a close, we join together to celebrate the stories, the faith, the
food, the fun, the games and more. Come and share this special service of worship with us!

July 23

The Rev. Judith Meier joins us in worship at 9:30 am as wetraflen Blessings. e
Come and worship! Bleggings

aven @ ENFREAYI Ay(2 D2 RMRgatiErdniddendton BoRang 228KEGoMe and join

o= us in worship and praise!
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AUGUST 2017: CHARACTERS OF FAITH

* August 6: Wrestling with God

Do you evefeel like you are wrestling in your faith? What is the blessing you hope
G2 3AFAYK W2AY dza +a ¢S NBFESOG dzl2y W
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We all have family squabbles. Join us as we reflect operof the families in the Bible
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Joseph is our character of faith this week. i3

August 20 What Do You Desire?

Just when we think we are at our end, prophets like lEliggnind us that God spurs new

beginnings.
August 27 The Blessing of the Backpacks Sunday/ Moses .

Blfefsmg

How do you have faith when there is so much to fear and lose? How do we fincBackgac g
hope when it seems all hope is gone? Join us as we reflect on thefaith a 2 8 S & Q
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backpacks for a special blessing as they return to school.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

THIS SUMMER

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Hero Central

I s coming to St.
Sunday, July 9 - Thursday, July 13
From 6:30 -8:30pm

VBS Sunday: July 16, 9:30am

Registration F orms and Volunteer
Forms are in the Ehrhart Hall
Narthex.

September3 1 Labor Day Weekend
Worship 9:30 AM
(Please note 1 the church office will be
closed on Monday, September 4 in

observance of Labor Day .)

Rally Day
- Following

September 10 1
9:30 AM Worship
worship join us for fun
activities  for everyone.

Volunteers Needed! ,
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A new church directory is coming!

The picturedates will be Friday, Sef2,
Saturday, Sept. 23 and Tuesday, S26t.

Information on how to sign up will be
forthcoming.

HAPPENINGS IN THE PSEC
Pennsylvania Southeast Conference & UCC

QUIET DAYS will be held at New
Goshenhoppen UCC, 1070 Church Road,
East Greenville, PA 18041, on Aug. 1,
Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 7, and Dec. 5

Upper Room Daily Devotional Guides for
July 7 August are on the table outside the
office and at the Arch St. entrance.
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INTER-FAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK

MISSION PROJECT
(for more information, stop by the IHN table in the Ehrhart Hall Narthex)

Our Summer
been responding,
in this project.

Hospitality Project is moving along right on schedule. Volunteers have
but more are needed. We urge you to consider how you can share

During the month of July we will be setting up living accommodations for our guest
families located in our facilities downstairs. Sofas, rocking chairs, lamps and tables
will be set up in a welcoming home -like atmosphere.

VOLUNTEER COORDINATO RS

Judy Ockenfuss

Bob Ockenfuss

Monroe Hunsberger

JR Hager

Heidi Rimmer /Eileen Schuster

215-257-1279

215-257-1279

215-257-3276

215-595-4884

215 -453 -8686 /
215-257-7481

Dinner Coordinator
Overnight Coordinator
Transportation Coordinator
Moving In/Out  Coordinator
Suppl ies Coordinator s

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE & HOSPITALITY

If you have not already volunteered, there are still a number of ways you can be p art
of this exciting project. Contact the appropriate coordinator listed above to volunteer
or get additional information.

Volunteer to Provide an Evening Meal

Contact Judy Ockenfuss to volunteer. For one
evening, provide and share an evening meal
with the guest families around the dining

room table.

Volunteer as an Overnight Host

Arrive at 7:30 PM and leave early in the

morning.  Cots provided, but bring your own
bedding. Actas a caring host.  Contact Bob
Ockenfuss (215 -257-1279) . We Need More
Volunteers for this serving opportunity !

Volunteer to Provide Transportation to
and from the Day Center in Souderton.
7:30 -8:30A.M.or5:00 -6:00P.M.

Volunteer to Move In/Out Cots and
Mattresses

Donate Supplies - Our pantry of  supplies
will need paper products (paper towels,

tissues, toilet paper ,etc.)and non -perishable
foo ds such as cookies, crackers, snack

puddings , snacks and juice packs.

Monetary Contributions - Contribute to our
cash reserve fund needed to purchase

peris hable food supplies. Use the form on the
next page or the IHN Supply Fund envelopes
marked for this project and place in offering
plate or bring to the church office.
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St. Stephends

- @it Elospithlity Network
Supply Fund

For purchasing weekly perishable food items

Pl ease make yourStc.heStke pohueamdigie BS @ the memo line. Place

your donation in an envelope marked IHN Supply Fund or use

an IHN envelope found on the

IHN table. Place envelope in the offering plate or turn it into the church office. Thank You for your

support.

Name

Envelope # Amount $
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MISSION / OUTREACH

& > FISH NEWS

Fish is once again planning on distributing
school bags and school  supplies to the
children of their clients.

The following is a general list of needed items,

but feel free to be creative. They are

grateful for your continued help with the

school bags/supplies project. We can use
anything related to kids going to sch ool
grades k -12.

School bags and School Supplies Program

FISH is collecting NEW backpacks and
school supplies for our client families. Last
year this program served more than 300
students!

Needed items include:

New backpacks for males and females
grades K-12

1% - 2inch Binders

Notebook Paper

Notebooks

Duo -tang folders

Rulers

Pencils, Pens, Erasers, RED pens
Colored Pencils

Pencil sharpeners

Small tissue packs

Small hand sanitizers
Markers, Crayons, Sharpies
Dry erase markers

Thumb drives

Pencil cases

and moreé

NOTE: Supplies should be delivered to us no
later than AUGUST 14, 2017

Thanks again for helping out if you are able!

CURRENT NEEDS:

We are running low on coffee, hot chocolate,
tea, sugar, flour, peanut butter, jelly, soups,
tuna fish, spaghetti, pasta and pasta mixes,
macaroni and cheese, spaghetti sauce, rice
and rice mixes and fruit juices.

We no longer purchase paper products so
donations of paper towels, tissues and toilet
paper are always welcome!

Please consider donating non  -food items such
as shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste,

deodorant, shaving items, soaps, cleaning
supplies and laundry detergent.



STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH
In June , we collected $70.00
Strengthen the Church offering.

for the

We are thankful for your gifts to fund new and
renewing churches, youth and young adult
ministries, and lay and pastoral leadership
information 1 especially among women and
people of col or . The fAGod
Ministryo is stildl
church development.

i s

%_E'}j Phoebe Ministries

Prayer Shawl Reminder: Please
remember to continue making Prayer Shawls
this summer Instructions are on table by

the office or in the box with yarn. If you

can't knit or crochet, you could help out by
donating yarn. You can bring it to church

and put in box marked yarn. Thanks for the
wonderful works. If you have any questions,
contact Pat Donahue at 215 -257 -7636.

W AWA Shorti Hoagie Coupon Fundraiser:
You can purchase Shorti Hoagie coupons for
$4.00. Proceeds benefit Phoebe Richland
Health Care Center Auxiliary and are used to
help with programs,  etc. to benefit the
residents. Y You can join the Auxiliary for $5
annual membership or $25 for life
membership.  There are no obligations
unless you chose to go to a meeting which is
held the first Monday of every other month.
Please contact Pat Donahue  215-257 -7636
or Elfriede Benner 215-249-3837 to
purchase hoagie coupons or ask questions
regarding membership in the auxiliary.

Phoebe Ministries Golf Tournament

Join us on Monday, August 14, 2017 at
Saucon Valley Country Club for the Phoebe
Ministries Golf Tournament. Call 610 -794 -
5163 or email mdriscoll@phoebe.org  for
more information.

St
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JULY & AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

07/03
07/04
07/05
07/06
07/07
07/08

o7h1d

Joan Finkbeiner

Joyce Murphy

Carol Miller

Charles Hoffman

Diane Cressman

Ruth Gerhart, Jerry Holzerman,
Hunsberger, Benjamin Knipe
Zare Bddélin g

@yoLd 6 sCorra@ Steinmann, James Rinehimer

07/12
07/13

07/14
07/15
07/16
07/17

07/21
07/22
07/ 23
07/24
07/25
07/26
07/28
07/30
07/31
08/02
08/03
08/04
08/05
08/06
08/09
08/11
08/12
08/14
08/15
08/19

08/20
08/22
08/23
08/24
08/25
08/26
08/27
08/29
08/31

Colleen Landes

Michael Rantz, Donald Sprole
David Alexander, Mary Sine,
Justin Nyce

Judy Treffinger

Bennett Krout

Carol Horrocks

Sarah Steinmann, Donald Werner
Jackson Ziegler
Donald Maurer
Marilyn Schaefer
Shir ley Sprole,
Evan Camburn,
Tina Merl

Mary Jane Hallman

Jane Snyder

David Dillman

Sharon White, Donna Wimmer

Nancy Trinkle

Joshua Strohm

Christopher Adams

Stephanie Kingsbauer

Jenna Hartzell

Kenneth Schaefer

Linda Hoffman, Angela Golazeski
Anna Cosner

Lawrence Grim, Brian Godshall

Doris Godshall

Benjamin Holzerman,

Jacob Holzerman, Rebecca Holzerman
Jane Strohm, Heather Fadule
Michael Melchiore

Donna Pope

David Hartzell

Michelle Erdman, Lauren Seachrist
Cindy Miller

Jeffrey Bo ughter

Edward Donahue

Lindsay Riddick

Tyler Wright

Happy Birthday and

Godobés Bl essi

Barbara

ngs



mailto:mdriscoll@phoebe.org

Sounds of St. Stephends July/August 2017

11



