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These scholarships were ear-marked specifically for the upper
classman or non-traditional student. The Foundation distributes
the awarded grants in July and December each year. Given
the focus on Workforce Development in the Strategic Plan,
these scholarships are aligned with Foundation priorities and
we couldn’t be happier to assist these students in their future
educational endeavors.

Allow us to T hank You!

A Quarterly Newsletter for Our Donors, Members & Friends

Franklin
Middletown
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Monroe
Trenton

Save the Date!
The Middletown Community Foundation
Annual Meeting will take place
Thursday, November 4, 2021.
Stay tuned for more details!

We would like to recognize Legacy Society
Members at the 2021 Annual Meeting on
Thursday, November 4.

If you have remembered the Middletown Community Foundation in your Estate plans please let us know
by returning this in the attached envelope with your name, as you’d like it to appear in materials.
I am remembering the Middletown Community Foundation in my Estate plans so that I can continue
to impact my community for years to come:

❑

Name ___________________________________________________________________

We are so grateful for this, the greatest gift. Thank you for your benevolence.

Let Someone Know They’re Appreciated

It’s never too early to nominate someone for a Middletown
Community Foundation award. We are always accepting
nominations for the following:
The Mary Jane Palmer-Nunlist “I Love Middletown” Award
was created in memory of community cheerleader Mary Jane
Palmer-Nunlist, founder and owner of Palmer Temps.
The award honors the community’s “unsung heroes” who
make significant contributions to Middletown’s quality of life
without receiving much recognition for their efforts.
Organizations and individuals are eligible.
The award winner will be recognized at the November 4, 2021
Annual Meeting.
The Mary Maurer Award honors volunteers between the
ages of 30 and 50 who give time to their community and make a
difference in the lives of others.
The award winner will be recognized at the November 4, 2021
Annual Meeting.
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Middletown Community Foundation is Growing

Madison

Dorenbusch Upperclassman Scholarship
Claudia Ross
Ellie Earls
Hannah Manuel
Marissa Milham
Claire Puthoff
Sarah Chaney
Benjamin Paarlberg
Brandon Keeton

Marianne Dorenbusch Scholarship for Adults
Edward Reid
Brianna Holman-Garr

We Connect People Who Care

PAID

The Middletown Community Foundation provides
Upperclassman and Adult Scholarships twice per year.
The following scholarships were granted in December 2020:

The Opbroek Upperclassman Scholarship
Danae Fraley

MIDDLETOWN COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

I am excited to share with you that the Middletown
development as a proactive approach to lifting up our
Community Foundation ended 2020 with assets
communities and accordingly the people who live here.
slightly over forty million dollars – an all time high.
In 2021 MCF will roll out our new Grant Distribution
We are growing and that’s exactly what should be
Process. The recommendation for changes were a
happening at a community foundation. In 2020 MCF
result of the strategic planning retreat in 2019 where
provided our communities with $2.1 million through
50 community leaders came together to discuss MCF’s
grant distributions to nonprofits and scholarships
course for the future. Making our grant allocations
to area students. At the same time, MCF increased
more impactful and improving efficiencies to the grant
the number of charitable and scholarship funds and
process was the impetus behind these changes. Several
Chief
saw many of our long-held funds receive additional
board and community members took part in numerous
Executive meetings. They devoted much time and energy in their
contributions from donors.
Officer’s quest to improve on the current process. Many thanks
MCF, like every nonprofit across the country, had
to do business differently in 2020. But it did not
NOTEBOOK for their help.
preclude us from continuing our growth. A total
In any given year there are always going to be
Traci A. Barnett, MBA
of thirteen new funds were set up last year: seven
unknowns that make our lives both interesting and
scholarships, one endowment, two donor designated, and three uncertain. That’s just a part of life. You can rest assured that
special interest funds. Each of these new funds will generate
whatever comes our way at the Middletown Community
income long into the future that will enable MCF to increase
Foundation will make us stronger and more agile. That’s how
the number of grants and scholarships we provide yearly.
we roll!
The Middletown Community Foundation is also growing and
Wishing you a happy and healthy 2021,
expanding our areas of focus to include economic development.
Traci A. Barnett
I will talk more specifically about this in future publications, but
for now I can share that the board of Trustees sees economic
Executive Director

T hese Family Funds Make All the Difference!
Ginger Bruggeman, winner of the
2020 Roland P Ely, Jr President’s
Award, finally receives her award!
Thank you Ginger for everything
you do for this community!

To nominate a local volunteer simply send an email to traci@mcfoundation.org
explaining why your nominee should be recognized.

The Middletown Community Foundation, and all of the communities we serve, owe a great thanks to the following funds
for making our unrestricted grant making process possible. It is specifically due to these philanthropic endeavors that the
Foundation can award grants three times per year.

For all of the good and noble being done through your generosity, thank you to the following:
Bessie Weatherwax
Russell Weatherwax Frank & Patricia Myers Charles & Marian Beck
Lucille Buchanan
Mrs. Joan Davies
Marianne Dorenbusch
Jean Dawson Rainey
B.F. & Louise Sawyer Etta & David Sebald Harold Sebald
Thelma & Bill Meyer
Glen Utterback Estate Patricia Baker
William & Peggy Verity Arlene Klafter
Middletown Salaried Retires of Armco
Franklin • Madison • Middletown • Monroe • Trenton

MIDDLETOWN
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION
2021
• Board of Trustees •
John Kiser
President
Dustin Hurley
Vice-President
Christine Vaughan
Treasurer
Verlena Stewart
Secretary
Melissa Benedict
William Brock
Beth Brockman
Dr. Moira Casey
Neil Cohen
Patrick Edwards
Cathi Evans
Karl Gaston
Amy King
Shane Miller
Hon. Kathleen
Dobrozsi Romans
Karen Shaffer
Ron Spaulding
Kathleen Wourms
Elizabeth Yauch

• MCF Staff •
Traci Barnett
Executive Director
Amy Berlean
Program Officer
Sarah Watson
Program & Finance Assistant

Coronavirus Emergency Fund Donors
Put MCF Over Goal!
Thanks to the incredible generosity of the community and the Middletown Community
Foundation Board, the Foundation was able to pour almost $140,000 into local schools, non-profit
organizations and businesses who demonstrated immediate need as a result of the pandemic.
A most genuine Thank you to: (Donors through January 29, 2021)
Mike and Marlene Takach
David and Carole Schul
Frank and Judy Pressler
Linda Barnet
Timothy Meeks
Tim and Cindy Carlson
David and Barbara Balsmeyer
Jim and Jody Akers
John and Karen Dillon
Jerry and Shirley Tillman
Michael and Anjanette Stautberg
Richard and Ann Munafo
Bill and Joyce Triick
Tony and Linda Esposito
An Art Central volunteer makes Jerry and Kitty Blattner
masks for the community with a Patricia Miller Gage
little help from the Coronavirus
Barney and Bonnie Riesbeck
Emergency Fund for materials.
Mr. and Mrs. James Young
Sandy Rogers
Patricia Anthony
Richard Davies
Bill and Pat Schaefer
Jim Burke and Sharon Flagel
Pat and Karen Piccioni
Dr. Tim and Kathleen Wourms
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Lobar
Judy and Tom Somerfield
Ken and Lois Allen
Mary Enochs
Edgewood Band Boosters Assn
Donald Accurso
Lancer and Barbara Weinrich
Mike and Kim Scorti
Peggy Darragh-Jeromos and
Middletown Community 			 Joe Jeromos
Foundation
Lou and Joyce Christy
Campbell Family Fund
Dr. Subodh K Wadhwa
Debbie and Tom Hazelbaker
Jim and Mary Jean Kleingers
David and Rose Morgan
Jimi and Verlena Stewart
The Cohen Fund
Ron and Judy Spaulding
Joan Stonitsch
Pete and Peggy Dobrozsi
John and Avinne Kiser
DeWitt Chapple, Jr
Don and Imogene Orts
Christine Lohr
Tom and Mary Deas Wortley
Calista Smith
Richard Isroff
Courtney Sulentic
Don and Elaine Garver
Jennifer Spaulding
Scott and Janis Nein
Edwards Furniture
Judge Kathleen Dobrozsi Romans Mr. and Mrs. Don Gillum
Ms. Chris Humphrey
Mr. and Mrs. Chris McCarthy
Leap and Associates, Inc.
Jimmy and Judy Bober

Dee Markle
Bud and Kathy Graff
Jim and Ellen Paxton
Anonymous
Dave and Kathy Malott
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Dobrozsi
John and Rhea Fraley
Andrew and Susan Singer
Amanda Lorig and Nancy Brown
Les and Cheryl Landen
Dr. Moira Casey
Mr. and Mrs. James Smith
Peggy Trimble
Jamie Murphy and Phillip Harrison
Westfield Insurance Company
Moon and Adrion Insurance
Doug Bean
Larry and Cathie Mulligan
Marilyn Heiger
Charities Aid Foundation of 		
America
Beth Hurst and Ed Fening
Carl and Jennifer Batliner
Norma Nossokoff
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Polley
John and Nancy Peterson
Mike and Peggy McClusky
Kenton Pate and Peggy Braitsch
Mr. and Mrs. David Ward
Stephen and Marilyn Ifcic
Ted and Marcia Miller
Dan and Frances Sack
Tom and Chris Buchert
Cicely Hursh
Larry and Letitia Curless
Deborah Silcox
JC and Anita Shew
Lori Bolin
Scott and Cissi Glickfield
Linda Granville
Emily Cantonwine
Maitland Donor Fund

A Message from John Kiser, MCF Board President
It is my pleasure to begin my term as President
businesses downtown in 2020. This year I can report
of the Board of Trustees for the Middletown
that we are looking into even more ways to promote
Community Foundation. My involvement with the
growth in our service area from an economic
Foundation to date has taught me that we are very
development standpoint.
fortunate as a community to have this organization,
The Middletown Community Foundation
and even more so to have such generosity among our
has created an internal Economic Development
members and friends.
Committee that consists of local business leaders
There are a few things I’m particularly excited
and financial experts. Our emphasis is to support the
President’s redevelopment efforts in downtown Middletown and
about in the coming two years of my tenure as
President. First, I’m being handed the reins of a solid
MESSAGE the surrounding service area. We hope these efforts
and financially responsible organization. To all past
will create jobs, create residential opportunities and
John Kiser
Presidents I have to say thank you for that. Knowing
create a spark that will generate additional economic
that we can operate for the betterment of the community
development endeavors.
because we made wise choices in the past is a good feeling.
I’d like to encourage you all to get involved in the
Second, I’m excited to help implement economic development Foundation this year. Whether you participate on one of
strategies as a part of the Foundation’s strategic plan. I’m
our many committees or contribute through a Membership
confident this new area of focus at MCF will really make a
donation you are essential pieces to the Middletown
difference in our community in the coming years.
Community Foundation pie. We are inspired by the many
As a business owner myself I know how difficult the
of you who create new funds that assist us in our mission to
past year was. Many of our local businesses had to close
connect people who care to the causes that matter.
permanently or at least temporarily. This happened just when
I look forward to the next two years as President of the
downtown Middletown was beginning to see new growth
Board and I look forward to interacting with you as we
and opportunity. I’m proud to say that the Middletown
continue our good work in the community. Thank you for
Community Foundation through our newly established
your commitment to this organization.
Corona Virus Fund made every effort to assist our small

MCF “Santa Parade” Hits the Streets in 2020
Thinking outside of the box became a requirement in 2020. Thank goodness this community has no shortage of
creative thinkers and planners!
Due to the Covid-19 social restrictions the Middletown Community Foundation Santa Parade could not be
planned downtown as usual. That didn’t stop Parade Coordinator Linda Moorman! Linda worked with the
Middletown Fire Department to create a Santa Parade Route that would take Santa through every neighborhood of
the City via a Firetruck. Thanks to the incredibly generous efforts of the Fire Department it’s possible Santa was able
to greet more kids than ever.
The Foundation wishes to thank Linda Moorman and the entire Middletown Fire Department for not letting a
pandemic tamper the holiday spirit!

Middletown Community
Foundation’s Holiday Angels
Each year the Middletown Community Foundation requests
20 Angel Tree Tags from the Salvation Army for Christmas gifts.
Typically those tags are given to members of Youth Council and the
students and their parents or friends take time to shop for the items
on the tags. It is always a favorite project for Youth Council and one
that is received with wonderful appreciation from Salvation Army.
This past year we decided to open up the Angel Tree Tags to our
Board to see if we could assist even more families. The response was
overwhelming. Not only did our students participate with record
donations but our Board responded with great generosity as well.
“Your generosity has not gone unnoticed during this pandemic when most are slowing their giving,” says Amy Lyons, Salvation
Army Middletown Program Coordinator. Middletown Community Foundation took care of Christmas for double the number of
children this year compared to past years. We were blessed that you were able to step in and fill the need where others could not.”
Special credit must be given to the Warren County
Career Center who, for the second year in a row, did a
school wide collection and donated hundreds of toys,
–Youth Council member, Lili Volk
books and other items through Youth Council member
Robert Lipps. With this delivery and the additional purchase of gifts, Middletown Community Foundation provided more gifts
than ever to the Salvation Army.
With all of the things our students and Board members had on their plates in 2020 I am so pleased to report that the giving
spirit was alive and well. Thank you to all of you who helped us to increase our holiday efforts in 2020!

“I’m an Angel Tree giver for life!”

Working with Partners to Provide Higher
Earning Potential for Local Workers
The Middletown Community Foundation is working
with the Chamber, schools and local businesses to make
funding available for local residents to upskill their skill
sets in order to better navigate the economic ladder. The
initiative, “Connections for Opportunities” is a regionwide initiative geared toward giving local workers a leg up
in their earning potential and to give local businesses the
skilled workers they need to function.
“Workforce development is a pillar of our Strategic Plan
that we are approaching from an outside of the box way of
thinking,” says Traci Barnett, MCF Executive Director.
“We have dollars available for adult learning. We are
now making those dollars available to residents in our
service area who need to achieve higher learning by way of
certificate or training.”
The Connections for Opportunities initiative, with all
of its local partners, and the Foundation’s ability to assist
in the financial support of the endeavor, makes this a one
of its kind collaboration targeted very specifically for
workforce development in our region.
“We are excited to be working with The Middletown
community Foundation in this endeavor. Prior to
COVID-19, employers suffered from identifying
qualified talent. The influence of COVID has drastically

complicated those challenges. It is encouraging to see area
organizations working collaboratively to make this program
simple and easy,” says Rick Pearce, Executive Director of the
Chamber of Commerce serving Middletown, Monroe and
Trenton.
The Adult Learner Financial Assistance application will be
available year-round on the Foundation’s website, at local high
schools, in the HR departments of local businesses and at local
colleges.

