Region 7 Fish and Wildlife Management Board

April 19, 2018
NYSDEC, Cortland, NY
Chairman Wowelko called the meeting order at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members in Attendance:
Broome – Absent
Cayuga – John Lawler, Denny Zach
Chenango – Dick Palmatier
Cortland – Fleurette Clough
Madison – Tim Evans, Pete Walrod
Onondaga – Jim Corbett, Stephen Wowelko
Oswego – Charlie Gibbs, Chuck Parker
Tioga – Dale Weston
Tompkins - Absent
DEC Staff: Dan Bishop, Dave Lemon, Dave Sinclair, Steve Joule. Dave Sinclair was excused and will
be retiring before the end of April.
Guests
Joanne Bishop, President Cayuga County Federation
Matt Marko, Region 7 DEC Director
A quorum was established. The minutes of our February 15, 2018 meeting were accepted and passed unanimously.
(Charlie Gibbs motion, Dale Weston second)
Region 7 Director Matt Marko introduced himself and gave us an update on his past fields of expertise and his recent
experiences as Director.
DEC REPORTS
Natural Resources, Dan Bishop see attached. Highlights include:
Sandy Pond, the Town has kept access to Sandy Pond ice fishing open through Stanly Drive.
New York Works 3 Projects.
New York Works 4 Projects
Note that there are Links to the different meetings included in report.
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Dan gave a report for Lands and Forest on the Carpenter Falls Unique Area. A public information session for the
Hewitt – Cayuga Highlands UMP, which includes Carpenter Falls, is tentatively scheduled for June 7, 2018 at Niles
Town Hall. Details are not available yet.
John Lawler – what is the current status of Carpenter Falls, State owned? And will the meeting address the proposed
parking lot, viewing area as to how they will impact the existing eco system? Dan & Matt – good questions, it is a
State Forest and will be a “Unique Area”, all concerns brought up at the hearing will be addressed.
Fisheries – Dave Lemon, see attached. Highlights include:
Cayuga Lake Mud Lock Boat Launch site.
Otisco Lake Boat Launch Site.
Genegantslet Creek Public Fishing Rights.
Nanticoke Creek Public Fishing Rights.
Stephen Wowelko – there are purported ancient burial grounds around Cayuga Lake, any problems? Dave – Albany
has already started the process for an Archeology study this summer, the results will determine our next steps.
Denny Zach – will the new ramp at Mud Lock be long enough for the longer boats used by some of the duck hunters?
Dave - yes.
Dale Weston – Regarding PFR acquired by the State, what are the rules regarding walking in, down or across the
water? Who owns lands under water? Dave – generally if the stream is divided in the middle by two properties and
we have a PFR, it goes from the middle of stream property we acquired to 33’ up and over the bank. This is for
fishing only. On the DEC website there are maps of all PFR bodies of water by stream and by County.
Wildlife – Steve Joule, see attached. Highlights include:
2017 Final Deer and Bear take results.
2017 Hunting Safety Statistics and Hunting Related Shooting incidents.
Steve also handed out a two sided, one page sheet that explained what is a WMA and what are the approved public
usage’s for them. Tis was a condensed version of a report over 50 pages. Do to the concern and involvement of
Region Seven on WMA use over the past few years there was a long period of questions and discussion over this.
Forest Rangers -– no report, absent
Lands & Forest – Dave Sinclair, excused. Dan Bishop gave report combined with his.
Law Enforcement – no report, absent
Office of Communication Strategies – no report, absent.
CFAB - Charlie Pace, see attached.
NYSCC – Chuck Parker, see attached report and Resolution.
Chuck gave us updated information from a telephone conference with Jim Farquher on allowed use of an existing
railroad bed that goes through the Reynolds Pheasant farm. Chuck also explained the support resolution proposed by
the Town of Dryden for this. Their spring meeting will be April 28 th, the DEC will attend to give a presentation on
sponsored hunting apps that can be put on cell phones. Chuck said it was a down year legislatively with the cross
bow and youth hunting resolutions being excluded from the State budget.
State FWMB
Stephen Wowelko, State annual meeting was held March 15th. Attendees included Kathy Mosher, Doug Stang and
Tony Wilkinson. There were a number of good presentations: the Spruce Grouse program, Invasive species, and
Roger Gingelowski gave an interesting report on climate change and how it is effecting our forests and lakes. Still a
hot spot is the proposed boat launch at Glimmerglass State Park. Old legislation prohibits boats over 16’ but never
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included horsepower restrictions. Though not in our Region it was pertinent. Also discussed was the otter
management plan and how parts of it could have an adverse effect on fisher trapping. Steve mentioned our Region
reps want to set up a meeting with State Parks Regional Director on resurrecting archery hunting at Green Lakes State
Park.
County Reports
Broome County – Absent
Cayuga County – Denny Zach said their youth pheasant hunt is this Friday & Saturday. He then introduced Joanne
Bishop, president of the Cayuga County Sports Federation. She had some concerns about the distribution of the
pheasant cocks and hens being released in her area, especially the Kings Ferry Co-op. Steve Joule listened and
interjected the DEC reasoning behind the distribution. Dave Lemon also gave some information. Joanne thanked
them and said their explanation makes sense and she has a better understanding of the program now.
Chenango County – Dick Palmatier, we have a new ECO who is Ben Tabers. Their fish release at Guilford Lake was
postponed as the Lake was frozen over. The youth pheasant hunt going well with 9 signed up.
Cortland County – Fleurette Clough, gave information on a World Landowner workshop being held on May 2, 2018
from 7- 8:30 PM. At the NY Grange Auditorium.
Madison County – Tim Evans, May 5th through Young Forest Initiative they will be planting trees in Pharsalia. The
Chenango Sports Club is opening its doors to local High School students for trap shooting. Currently there are 25
registered.
Onondaga County – Steve Wowelko, No report
Oswego County – Chuck Parker, any update on Lido Island? Yes, currently working on the Lock.
Tioga County – Dale Weston, No report
Tompkins County – Absent
Old Business
After discussion Pete Walrod was asked if he would move from State Landowner alternate to Representative. He
agreed. A motion was made by Chuck Parker to appoint Pete Walrod as Region 7 FWMB Landowner State
Representative. Second by Tim Evans. Passed unanimously.
New Business
The Board discussed a letter of support for inclusion of hunting, fishing and trapping rights at the proposed Carpenter
Falls Unique area management plan. A motion for this was presented by Pete Walrod and a second by Fleurette
Clough. All in favor.
With no other business to conduct Chairman Wowelko adjourned the meeting at 8:55 PM.
NEXT MEETING:
June 21, 2018
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Corbett, Recording Secretary
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Natural Resources Highlights 4-19-18
Sandy Pond – Anecdotal evidence suggest that use was very high during the ice season. The
Town of Sandy Creek kept the snow at bay plowing the access road (Stanley Drive) and the lot.
NYW3 Projects –
Cleveland Dock – Test boring is completed. This is to determine the necessary depth for sheet
pile. DEC is doing the design and coordinating the various funding sources.

Skaneateles Lake –We have a new design. Central Office design engineers have come up with
an idea of demolishing the existing decaying concrete docks and replacing them with a floating
dock system. We met on-site with them and had follow-up phone calls with our OPS staff and a
representative of the City of Syracuse and we appear to have consensus on the design. We were
not satisfied with the design on the Redfield Island project so we plan to use docks we had
purchased for that project at Skaneateles. The design will provide an accessible fishing platform
and a separate accessible canoe/kayak launch. Soil boring is done and bedrock is very deep
making it suitable for sheet piling. We are still working with Wildlife to determine the timing
window for allowable construction with regards to the bald eagle issue. ACOE permit
application has been sent.

Redfield Island – Abutment for the dock has been poured. Don’t panic: the reservoir was way
down to capture snowmelt when this photo was taken.

NYW4 –
Otisco Lake – Dave Lemon will provide update.
Mud Lock - Dave Lemon will provide update
Lower Salmon River State Forest – The Draft Lower Salmon River Restoration and Recreation
Enhancement Plan has been approved by Central Office. The plan was posted in the ENB April
11th. Public meeting will be April 26th at the Salmon River Hatchery 3:00-7:00PM. River
restoration and trail enhancement/construction are priority projects. Fisheries will manage it.
SHPO review has approved our proposed activities. Currently working on plans/permits and
contracting issues to get this thing off the ground. The public comment period runs through
May10th. To view the plan and comment on it go to:
https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/113223.html.

Chenango RA #5 elevated bird viewing platform will be completed by June 1st. The weather
has delayed completion. The project will include construction of a driveway & parking area in
addition to the platform.
Carpenter Falls Facts and Project Highlights
The Carpenter Falls Unique Area is part of the Hewitt-Cayuga Highlands UMP. The complete
plan is being updated. The original plan was written in 1994. More at:
https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/111401.html
The 38-acre Carpenter Falls Unique Area was created for the purposes of recreation and
watershed protection. There is a .59-mile trail that across the length of the property providing
scenic views of Bear Swamp Creek and two sets of waterfalls. The Upper Falls are located at the
southwest end of the trail and the Lower Falls are located at the northeasterly end of the hiking
trail. This trail also connects with the adjacent Bahar Preserve, which is managed by the Finger
Lake Land Trust and provides access to an additional 1.6 miles of trails and access to a
picturesque waterfall. More at https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/108942.html and
http://www.fllt.org/preserves/bahar-preserve-carpenters-falls/ (includes short video).
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Existing hiking trail on the property connects the Carpenter Falls property to Skaneateles
Lake
Has two waterfalls on the property (Upper and Lower) that are popular with recreationists
Department has received $350,000 in EPF funding to improve public access, particularly
for people with mobility impairments
The Department has recently requested an additional $200,000 for storm water retention
and the parking lot
Cayuga County SWCD and possibly USFS might be consulted regarding storm water
management
Special regulations to address issues and opportunities such as ice climbing, target
shooting, camping, hunting, trapping etc. will likely be needed
The Carpenter Falls area is a Unique Area, management for the production of forest
products will not take place on the Unique Area
Phase I of the Project – Improve Access to the Upper Falls
o Project is in the design stage;
o Topo survey being conducted on April 12 (2017) weather and conditions
permitting;
o Design is by Central Office Engineering;
o Conceptually, project will include a universally acceptable boardwalk, Upper
Falls viewing platform and improved 35 to 40 car parking area with a porta potty;
o Project would conceptually include an improved trail for general public access to
the bottom of the gorge and near the bottom of the falls, conceptually about 350
feet in length, with stone steps to the falls (rough estimates are about 200 stone
steps, but that could significantly change);
o Public information session for the Hewitt-Cayuga Highlands UMP (which
includes Carpenter Falls) is tentatively scheduled for June 7 (2017) at the Niles
town hall (press release and public announcements are in progress);

•

o The Region has met with Niles town Supervisor Joan Jayne highway
superintendent Patrick Steger; both are supportive of the project;
o The Region has met with Cayuga County Emergency Management officials and
State Forest Ranger Chet Lunt regarding rope rescue concerns, and to
accommodate rescue needs into the project design plans.
Phase II
o Stone steps to the bottom of the Lower Falls. Funding is not currently in place for
Phase II.

Region 7 Fisheries Highlights
R7 FWMB Meeting – Thursday, February 15, 2018
Access Updates:
Cayuga Lake Mud Lock BLS – Bid process was delayed to insure construction work window would not be

impacted by bald eagles nesting nearby. Recent monitoring by Fish and Wildlife staff indicates that the resident
eagle pair has selected a nest site well away from the boat launch, thus insuring no there will not be additional time
restraints on the construction season. The request for bids will go out next week and construction is expected to
begin sometime this summer.
Otisco Lake BLS – On March 22nd NYSDEC staff held the final public meeting to provide information on design
modifications to the site plan and present a summary of how many of the concerns raised during and since the July
2017 meeting are to be addressed. Region 7 Director Matt Marko and Fisheries Manager Dave Lemon presented
and took questions during the 2+ hour meeting at the Borodino Grange Hall. A significantly higher percentage of
boat launch supporters were on hand compared to the previous meeting. Several days after the meeting the lot was
cleared of nearly all trees over 5 inches DBH to insure they were cleared before any bats become active and
potentially use the trees for roosting.
Genegantslet Creek PFR – The deed for the purchase of approximately 600 feet of Public Fishing Rights
easements at the Route 41 Bridge in Smithville Flats was filed thus completing the purchase from the Smithville
Flats Fire Department. The PFR is on the right bank (west) only but PFR already exists on most of the left bank.
Nanticoke Creek PFR – The deed for purchase of approximately 3,200 feet of Public Fishing Rights easements
and a parking lot was recently filed and we now officially own both. The PFR is on the right bank (west) only an is
located approximately 1 mile south of Pollard Hill Rd.
Skaneateles Lake Spring Sampling for Walleye and Rainbow Trout – R7 Fisheries Staff have been periodically setting
gillnets and trapnets at the south end of Skaneateles Lake to determine where the recently established walleye population is
spawning in the lake. In addition, we are also gathering information on rainbow trout to aid in our strain evaluation study.
Cayuga Inlet Fishway Spring 2016 Rainbow Trout Update - Due to a mild weather, the Fishway was opened at the end of
February. The initial run of rainbow trout was sufficient to collect all of the rainbows that were needed for the Finger Lakes
strain “egg take”. Three egg takes were conducted in March to reach the target number of eggs necessary to produce both our
Finger Lakes Wild strain of rainbow trout and “hybrid” rainbow trout for stocking. To date over 1,300 rainbow trout have
passed through the Fishway which is the highest number passed since the spring of 1996.
Owasco Lake Fisheries Management Update Public Meeting – Region 7 Fisheries staff held a public meeting on Wednesday,
February 28th at the Bass Pro Shop’s meeting room, in Auburn, to present information on Owasco Lake. NYSDEC staff
provided summaries of the latest available fisheries research and management actions and strategies, recent data from the
Eastern Finger Lakes Angler Diary Cooperator Program, as well as contributions from Citizens Statewide Lake Assessment
Program (CSLAP). Public attendance was modest but attendees were very receptive of the program. The Region 7 Fisheries
Unit intends to hold similar meetings every winter to present information on one of the four eastern Finger Lakes within our
jurisdiction. Next year’s presentation will be on Skaneateles Lake, which was sampled in the summer of 2017.

Region 7 Fish and Wildlife Management Board
Wildlife Report for April 19, 2018
Big Game


Deer - 2017 Deer Harvest Summary & Comparison

Total Take
Adult Male
Adult Female
Antlerless
DMPs Issued
DMP Take
DMAP Take
Muzzleloader *
Bowhunting *
Crossbow
Youth Hunt
Harvest Reporting Rate
% ≥2.5 years in Harvest

2017 Total

2016 Total

203,427
107,804
67,702
95,623
617,839
74,421
8,962
15,288
43,708
11,758
935
50.3%
53.3%

213,061
107,006
78,288
106,055
588,430
81,507
9,134
15,369
46,735
9,439
1,162
43.5%
50.6%

Change
(2016 to 2017)

Previous 5-Year Average (20122016)

-4.5%
0.7%
-13.5%
-9.8%
5.0%
-8.7%
-1.9%
-0.5%
-6.5%
24.6%
-19.5%

228,246
109,778
83,809
118,468
628,436
90,426
11,078
14,617
38,541
NA
1,250
43.7%
49.4%

Notable Numbers (http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/2017deerrpt.pdf)
 Yearling buck take ~ 50% (lowest in NY history, down from > 60% a decade ago and > 70 percent in the 1990s.
 14,372- number of hunter harvested deer checked by DEC staff statewide; 2,484 – number checked by R7 Wildlife staff.
 2,402 - deer tested for Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in 2017-18; none tested positive. > 50,000 deer tested since 2002.
 Mandatory harvest report: compliance rate reached 50 percent for the first time in 15 years.


Bears - Black Bear Harvest & Recent Trend Comparison
2017 Total

2016 Total

Recent
5-year Average (2012-2016)

Historical Average
(1991-2000)

Northern Zone

383

514

520

515

Southern Zone

1,037

1,025

995

207

Statewide

1,420

1,539

1,515

722

Notable Numbers (http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/bbrpt2017.pdf)
 163 - the greatest number of bears reported taken on any one day, Nov. 18, the opening day of the regular firearms season
in the Southern Zone.
 550 pounds - the heaviest dressed weight bear reported to DEC in 2017, taken in the town of Lexington, Greene County. A
520-pound dressed weight bear was reported taken in Wayland in Steuben County, and seven bears were reported with
dressed weights between 400-500 pounds. Scaled weights of dressed bears were submitted for 23 percent of bears taken in
2017.
 15 - the number of tagged bears reported in the 2017 harvest (1%). These included three bears originally tagged in
Pennsylvania and one from New Jersey. The remainder were originally tagged in New York for a variety of reasons,
including research, nuisance response, relocated urban bears, or released rehabilitated bears.

Access - A summary of the purposes and allowable activities on WMAs was added to DEC website
(http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/publicuseofwmas.pdf).

Hunter Education - 2017 Hunting safety statistics (see attached).
Total Incidents

2017

5 yr. Avg.

19

19.2

Fatal

1

1.6

Non-fatal

18

17.6

Self-inflicted

5

8.8

Two-party

14

9.8

Pheasant Farm Update April 18th
The Below Information is from a telephone conference with Jim Farquhar on the 18 th.









Discussions within DEC has resulted in that they will be allowing the use of the
Railroad Bed on the Pheasant Farm by the local towns for their bike trail.
The use will be based on a “Volunteer Stewards Agreement”.
There will be no easement given.
This agreement is subject to a maximum five year review.
o May be reviewed more often.
Present hunting and trapping practices will not be impacted.
The names of all that work on this property will be known.
The VSA agreement is revocable at any time.
The use of a perimeter trail that was proposed was omitted from consideration.

My Initial Comments: (Further comments may come forward as the membership of the
NYSCC respond.) and follow ups.


Dismissing the perimeter trail option did not make sense to me. Still doesn't.
o My degree is in criminal justice and I worked as a Campus Police Officer
for a few years. If any type of assault was to happen on the pheasant
farm railroad bed I think NYS DEC could be subject to a lawsuit especially
when there was a safer option for the trail.
o I strongly object to the perimeter trail proposal being removed from
consideration. It would be a visible trail, a deterrent to crime, well off the
shoulder of the road which would offer protections to those that use the
trail, by being visible, and is only slightly longer that using the railroad bed.
o Has any security and safety professionals even been consulted about this
proposed trail. I would be interested in any comments they might have to
offer.



It was not mentioned if the town is assuming all liability if there was to be an
accident on the trail on the pheasant farm.
o Response from DEC, Under a VSA, the entity involved is required to
carry liability insurance. We use VSAs and TRPs for a host of activities

on state lands and do not assume liability for the permitted use.
Indeed, DEC regularly develops trails and other features on state lands
perhaps assuming a higher measure of our own liability in terms of
maintenance and upkeep of the things we build.



I am thinking of what type of toxins might exist on the old railroad bed that are
better left undisturbed. Those old steam engines and early diesels emitted a lot
of crud which is probably encapsulated at this time. Start digging on that railroad
bed and who knows what you will get, and the cost or remediation.
o Response from DEC; Trail development is at the expense of the
Town/sponsoring organization. If there are concerns with
contamination, surface stability or other issues, they will need to
resolve them. Keep in mind that the proposed trail follows the old rail
line over all or nearly all of its path. If there are issues, they will not
likely be limited to the short segment of DEC property.



I see a parallel between the use of a trail through the pheasant farm and the new
enhanced guidelines that came out recently about the WMUs.
o This appears to be another case of the sportsmen concerns being
ignored. The sportsmen who did and continue to do so much through
funding and advocacy, which allowed for this pheasant farm to come into
being, are being ignored in favor of pressures that have nothing to do with
sound conservation.
o Response from DEC; I have to politely differ on the concern that

sportsmen are giving something up in this case. I will not argue that it
hasn’t happened in others. Operation of the game farm will continue
unaffected. Existing public uses including archery deer hunting and
small game hunting will continue. If conflicts do develop, we continue
to hold the land, and the ability to manage access if necessary.

o



The possible negative impacts by allowing this trail to be built are not being
adequately considered. (safety, a physical barrier that splits of the pheasant farm
land, possible remediation costs, etc.)



What happened to the proposed follow up meeting that was supposed to
happen?



DEC response; Last, the rather contentious nature of our meeting last fall (and
all subsequent dialogue from interests on both sides) led me to believe that
resolving the issue of trail location would not benefit from another large
meeting. Ultimately, a decision to permit a trail or not, and where to locate it
falls to DEC, and more specifically on my shoulders. I did not take this lightly
and did not come to a decision without the input of the Game Farm manager
and Game Section head. Please know that all sides have been heard, and the
pros and cons have been considered.

Comments from DEC;
While the proposed trail bisects the game farm, any route would also do so.
Stevenson Road already bisects the farm. We do not anticipate any added effect on
operation of the pheasant farm as a result of “traffic” using the route.
The town of Dryden did explore hunting on town lands and finalized a Resolution in
support of the Game Farm. This is something they agreed to do when we last met.
A copy is attached for your information.
Presented by Chuck Parker NYSCC

STATE OF NEW YORK CONSERVATION FUND ADVISORY BOARD
625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4800
http://www.dec.ny.gov/about/566.html

CFAB Meeting Summary
March 12, 2018
Executive
Kathy Moser, Asst. Comm. of Natural Resources

Provided an update on the 2018-2019 Budget Cycle

Extender Bills have been submitted

Discussion on 480A/480B program.

CFAB members expressed frustration with the Encon Budget Testimony and the willingness by NYSDEC
to address issues relating to the Conservation Fund

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Tony Wilkinson, Director and Doug Stang, Assistant Director

Provided update license sales, trends, etc

Discussion on the recent sales trends and age characteristics of license holders,

Update on Hatchery System Improvements, issue identified with the raceways at Salmon River Hatchery

Update on plan to dramatically increase Habitat Stamp sales. An initiative will be underway to generate
25k sales.

Doodletown State Forest Management Plan discussed

NASP tournament was a huge success (need to fill in numbers here), DEC will send out an updated list of
schools that participated.

Update on new Deer Management Task Force initiative. Sample survey provided to the board

Conservation Fund Revenue Chart discussed

Discussion on Spruce Grouse Initiative

State Parks to be requested at future meeting to discuss hunting on state park lands

NYS ITS is seeking Request for Information on a possible new back end system for DECALS

Update on hatchery positions, concerns raised by board members on the large numbers of provisional
appointments that will be in place because of the delay in Civil Service issuing a test for the Fish Culturist 1-6
positions.

Division of Law Enforcement
Joe Schneider, Director of Law Enforcement

Next academy possibly 2019

HRSI Update: 18 personal injuries, 10 property damage

Overtime extremely high this year due to additional duties associated with NYS Subway detail

Joe will be retiring next month. The Board thanked him for his service and dedication to the sporting
community.

CFAB Business





CFAB rack card. Jason will reach back out for an another update
NYSAC Sportsmen/women Lobby Day
Lifetime license account update
Board discussed talking points for the Universal Hunting Age of 12 and outreach moving forward.

NOTE: This is a meeting summary report, please keep in mind these are not actual meeting minutes. Actual meeting minutes will be adopted and posted at the
next meeting date. If you would like additional information, please contact the CFAB Chairman or your regional CFAB representative.

