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A Word From the Director of Discipleship
“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory, the glory as of a
Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14
As we enter into this season of Advent, my prayer for us all is that we remember that God is with
us in the world today. It is through his son, Jesus Christ, who is coming into the world, that we
see what our lives should look like. As we look at the person of Jesus, we see the “fullness of
our humanity." We see God more clearly through Jesus. God became incarnate because of the
love that He has for us. Come, Lord Jesus, come!
Bread Breakers is a unique opportunity oﬀered by the folks of the Belonging Committee
designed for you to get to know the members of your church around a dinner table. Continuing
through December, there will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex outside of the parlor. Write down
your name and contact information, and wait for the Belonging Committee to contact you.
Groups will be put together randomly at the beginning of the year, and once formed, the groups
will go out to eat together once a month. It is a fun and exciting way to have fellowship and strengthen relationships. Plus, the food
is usually pretty good, too!
NEW BEGINNINGS
The New Beginnings group will meet at noon, Monday, December 18, in Montague Hall for our annual Bread Basket service project.
After a light lunch, we will all help to pack the Christmas baskets that will be delivered the following Wednesday afternoon. This is
always a fun activity and it is also an opportunity for us to pitch in and participate in the ministry of Bread Basket.
CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MINISTRY SEMINAR
Wednesday, December 6, at 6:00 p.m., in Montague Hall, there will be a joint meeting of the Growing Spiritually Committee and the
Children and Youth Ministry Teams. Anyone who has ever wanted to volunteer with our young people is invited!
We will meet for an hour and talk about the children and youth programs at WPC, and we will talk a little bit about the vision and
heart of this special ministry for our young people. There are many places where you can get plugged in with our children and
youth. Please come and join us and find out what is going on with the young people of Westminster.
OTHER ADVENT HAPPENINGS AT WESTMINSTER
December 2nd: Church-wide work day—Come join the Men of the Church for a pancake breakfast at 8:30 in Montague Hall and
then stick around and help us get our building and grounds spruced up for the upcoming Advent Season!
December 3rd: Advent Workshop—This annual event is a lot of fun and a great time for fellowship, food, ministry. Beginning at 4:30
p.m., we will all gather in Montague Hall for a couple of Christmas carols led by Randall Harris and Althea Jerome. Then we will
decorate the church with wreaths and Christmas trees. We will make new Chrismon ornaments for the tree, sign Christmas cards for
our friends at home, and we will share a meal together. Then night will climax as we join together in the sanctuary for the Children
and Youth Christmas Program. Trust me—you do not want to miss this eventful night at Westminster!
December 10th: Join us in the sanctuary at 2:00 p.m. for a Christmas organ concert given by Dr. Randall Harris. Please come and
enjoy and celebrate Randall’s incredible music ministry. There will be a reception following the concert.
December 17th: Everyone is invited to meet in the church parking lot at 5:00 p.m. to go Christmas Caroling! We will split into two
teams and head out to make a joyful noise to our members who are unable to get out and about. Meanwhile, dinner will be
prepared in the kitchen for the crew upon their return to the church. Earlier that day, after worship, Ginny Graham and Mary Clare
Royals will take our youth to lunch and then out to shop for Angel Tree presents.
December 20th: Bread Basket Christmas boxes will be delivered beginning at 1:00 p.m. If you are available to help pack boxes with
produce and turkeys that morning, any additional help would be appreciated!
Children and Youth Christmas Party / 5:30 p.m. / Montague Hall
December 24th:
9:30 a.m. Sunday school
10:30 a.m. Worship
5:00 a.m. Family Candlelight Christmas Eve service
See you around the church!
Blessings,

Tommy
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December is one of the Chancel
Choir’s favorite months! We’ve been
busy rehearsing anthems for worship
during Advent. December 3 we will
sing one of my personal favorites—
“The Best of Rooms.” It’s a beautiful
poem delivering the message that
Jesus deserves—and requires—the
best place in our lives.
On December 10, the choir will bring you a beautiful arrangement of several seasonal hymns arranged by our
very own Howard Keever and accompanied by organ, flute, and oboe. Don’t miss it!
The rest of Advent will include our old favorite hymns and carols.

MISSISSIPPI PRESBYTERY CELEBRATES 200 YEARS
By Rhoda Pickett
About 100 clergy, lay leaders and members gathered November 4 at Belhaven University in Jackson to celebrate the
state’s bicentennial and the role Presbyterians played in it.
“Hope for Years to Come: Mississippi Presbyterians in History and Mission” was an all-day event and included a worship
service, keynote address, luncheon, mission fair and a concert at Covenant Presbyterian Church featuring music from the
Reformation. The Rev. Dr. Milton Winter’s keynote address highlighted Presbyterians’ support of or opposition to matters
surrounding significant events in the state’s history: the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek that ceded Choctaw territory to
the state for white settlement, slavery and King Cotton, Reconstruction and Jim Crow segregation and the Civil Rights
Movement.
Much of the information in Winter’s address was gleaned from three books he wrote, Outposts of Zion: A History of
Mississippi Presbyterians in the Nineteenth Century and Citadels of Zion: A History of Mississippi Presbyterians
1900-2016, which consists of two volumes. Winter served many years as pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Holly
Springs. The foreword is written by former Gov. William F. Winter.
If you are interested in adding such a set to your personal library or think that it would be a good addition to a church
library, send an email to BR53641@bellsouth.net or call 662-252-2662. The full three-volume set sells for $50, plus
postage.
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Presbyterian Women
December is here! It’s the most wonderful time of the year, or so the song says. While that may be true for most of us, there are many
people in our community (and beyond) whose needs are great. Westminster’s PW Circles are studying the New Testament book of
Hebrews this year. We learn from this letter that God’s Word calls us into community to live out our faith in unity and in action. We do
this in numerous ways, by packing Christmas Shoe Boxes, purchasing gifts for Boswell residents, donating to the Angel Tree,
contributing to Breadbasket and delivering food for Christmas dinner to needy people in Hattiesburg. PW provides direct and financial
support to the Christian Women’s Job Corp, the Domestic Abuse Family Shelter, and Ellisville State School nearby, and other charities
not so close to home. Indeed, there are many ways to serve Christ at this special time of year. Through the Advent season, let us
remember people in need as we joyfully prepare for the greatest gift of all, the birth of God’s son, Jesus Christ.
It’s almost time for Presbytery’s PW Winter Retreat, scheduled for January 12 and 13 at St. Mary of the Pines in Chattawa, MS. Retreat is
the operative word here. We gather with PW members from across south Mississippi at a center that encourages peace and quiet. It’s a
lovely opportunity to enjoy a keynote speaker, meander around the conference area, and engage in fellowship with WPC members and
other ladies in our Presbytery. Mary Dayne Gregg and Circle leaders have registration forms. The registration deadline is December
31st. Please let Mary Dayne know that you have registered, so that she can plan the transportation for our group.

Circle 1 met at the church in November. Pictured from left, around the refreshment table, are
Charlotte Hill, Annie Richerson, Kinlock Bell, Sarah Brannon, Jeanne Herring and Jane Rayborn.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Kathy Cain

12 Ray Steingraber

21 Cala Raborn

27 Ben Ruff

4 Bryan Hernandez

12 Tab Buchanan

21 Meredith Suttle

28 Tami Dossett

7 Cassie Reid

16 Larry Crowell

23 Sam Haydel

29 Ryan Reid

8 Olivia Turner

20 Bonnie Revicki

25 Robert Cummings, Sr.

31 Robert Lochhead

9 David Arnold

20 Dan Davis

26 Karen Reidenbach
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Our thanks to the Haydel family for hosting the
Children & Youth bonfire and cookout!

NOVEMBER ATTENDANCE
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NOVEMBER 5

94

NOVEMBER 12

125

NOVEMBER 19

132

NOVEMBER 26

106
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DECEMBER CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
8:30 AM Breakfast
9:00 AM CHURCH
WORK DAY

3
8:30 AM Inviting
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Property
11:30 AM Belonging
4:30 PM Advent
Workshop &
Children’s and Youth
Ministry Seminar

4

5
9:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

6
6:00 PM Church-wide
Volunteer Meeting
7:00 PM Choir

7
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

8

9

10
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM DIACONATE
12:30 PM SESSION
2:00 PM Randall
Harris Organ Recital

11

12
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
7:00 PM Circle 2

13
6:30 PM Circle 3
7:00 PM Choir

14
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney's

15
9:00 AM Boswell Gifts
Due
6:00 PM Lights and
Bites at the Johnson
Residence

16

17
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM
Administration
Meeting
5:00 PM Christmas
Caroling

18
12:00 PM New
Beginnings

19
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM NO BROWN
BAG

20
1:00 PM Deliver
Christmas Baskets
5:30 PM PreK-Youth
Christmas Party
7:00 PM Choir

21
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney's

22

23

24
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Christmas
Eve Service

25

26

27
7:00 PM Choir

28
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

29

30

CHRISTMAS
DAY

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

BREADBASKET
31

REMINDER: Newsletter submission are due no later than the 25th of each month. Submissions
received on the 26th or later will not be seen until the next month, e.g. a submission received on
December 26 will not be seen until the February newsletter.
Is there something you’d like to submit or see in the newsletter? Your comments, suggestions, and
submissions are welcomed! Please contact Wes Brooks at wes@wpchattiesburg.com.
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