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From the Editor
Greeting to all of my native plant gardening friends!
Fall is definitely here, and Winter is fast approaching - I heard there were
flurries one day last week in the north-suburbs! We've probably all heard
that you should leave your plants standing & let your leaves be, but do you
adhere to this practice? It’s also been said that Fall is the best time to
plant, not only trees & shrubs, but perennial plants too. They're all settled
in and ready to GROW by the time Spring comes.
Not only do the standing plants add winter interest to your yard, but your
plants will help the wildlife too. Birds will stop by to eat the seeds, solitary
bees & other critters will make cozy homes in some of the hollow dead
stems, while others will settle into the leaf litter for the long winter. If
you need to get leaves off your lawn, gather them up & use them as mulch this will help protect those new perennials you just planted. You can also
add them to your compost heap.
What are your Fall gardening practices?
This year I spent some time rearranging some plants & dividing others that
had spread. I figured out that the baby Aster I planted last year was too
tall for the plants that were behind it. I knew it would be harder to move as
time goes on because those roots would only grow deeper. (Don't forget,
native plants usually have much deeper root systems than other plants do.)
I also moved a butterfly weed that had been in the same spot for a couple
years - because I wanted it more 'front & center'. As an afterthought and after I watched the plant slowly drying up, I knew this was a big mistake. I've heard they don't like their roots messed with. Luckily, I'm already seeing new growth at ground level from this guy. Whew, what a relief!
Now, I'll cover it up real good with a blanket of leaves & hope for the best.
Next, it was time to get the multitude of plants I still had in pots into the
ground. Some were winter-sown from last year, some were recent purchases, and yes, some were even from this Spring's plant sale. I found a clearing
in my 'wooded' area that I thought I'd try to spruce up. It gets some light,
so I chose plants that can tolerate part-sun. Time will tell how they'll fare.
I am also excited to tell you that last year I talked my boss into letting me
plant some natives in an area in front of our building. The plants did well, so
I snuck in some more last month. And... after all the native plant talking I
do in the office, my boss let me come to her house & plant some of my
'extras' in her yard! My new challenge will be to convince her to not cut
them all down to the ground next Fall.
I like to think that because of this, I've helped a little part of my world
start some new corridors & have improved our collective path to better biodiversity. Baby steps, right?
Thanks for 'listening' to my story. Now, it's your turn - we want to hear
yours!

Kim Moor

profit, environmental, educational,

Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m.
at Gibson Woods unless otherwise
noted.
November 4, 2017
Katie Molcahn -Lake Co. Parks Dept.
Why Burns are Important
Host: Colleen Travis

December 2 2017
Tree Decorating Naturally
Pot Luck

January 6, 2018
Greenhouse Orientation
Bring your own snack

February 3, 2018
TBA
March 3, 2018
TBA
April 7, 2018
TBA
May 5, 2018
NATIVE PLANT SALE
Pot luck
——————————————
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Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

ANNOUNCEMENTS
*** WELCOME NEW MEMBER! ***

Steve Sulski

2017 Officers
President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net
Vice –President:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Secretary:
Colleen Travis
(219) 696-5567
ctravisa@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Education:
Pat Rosenwinkel
Community Outreach:
Linda Cook
219-924-5013
earthday70@yahoo.com
Assistant/Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com

Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 15th
Corresponding Secretary:
Marilynn Thompson
219-227-8374
Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net
Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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NOVEMBER SYMPOSIUM COMMITTEE MEETING
We will have a Symposium Committee Meeting after our regular business
meeting on November 4. If you have signed up for this committee, or would
like to participate in the planning of our 2018 Symposium, please plan on attending this meeting. We will try to keep it short.

NOVEMBER ELECTON
Our 2018 Officer Election will be held at our November 4 meeting. As it
stands now, there is only one person for each position on the ballot. If you
would like to be a nominee for a position, please let Karl Ackermann know
before November 4th.
We are also looking for a volunteer to contact speakers for 2018. We’ve decided to change this title from ’Education’ to ‘Program Coordinator’. This
position’s duties are listed below. Please let Karl know if you would like this
position. A questionnaire will be handed out to members in order to help you
with ideas.
• Upon the recommendations from members or others, the Coordinator will
contact potential speakers.
• After booking a speaker, you will get a Bio from the person, check on fee,
and what equipment the speaker will need.
• This information will be given to Kim Moor for our Newsletter, and Joy
Bower to advertise in the Pathfinder.
• Contact the Treasurer to inform him of the fee, which will paid by check.
• Contact the Speaker 3-4 weeks prior to their speaking date to confirm.
• Speaking engagements should be lined up for the entire year by February.
This ensures that advertisement deadlines can be met.

PLANT TRANSPORTATION
It’s that time again to transport our remaining plants to the Greenhouse before
it gets too cold outside. If anyone would like to load up their vehicle after the
meeting with a few trays, we can make a big dent in getting them over there.
Joy will coordinate an other date later this month to get the rest over there.

GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

THIS MONTH’S GUEST SPEAKER…
Our guest speaker this month is Katie Molchan. She will be sharing with us the importance of burning natural areas, which include
Gibson Woods and several other Lake County parks. Katie is the ecologist for Lake County Parks. She has her B.S in Forestry from
Purdue. Katie has been with the parks for 9 years, and oversees planning and land management of the natural areas within Lake County Parks. She spends most of her time at Lake County’s two state dedicated preserves - Gibson Woods and Tolleston Ridges. Oak
Ridge Prairie is the next park on the priority list. It has several high quality natural remnants. Katie has conducted prescribed burns at
Tolleston Ridges, Gibson Woods, Lake Etta, Oak Ridge Prairie, Lemon Lake, Stoney Run, and Grand Kankakee Marsh. She also
burns at Beaver Dam which is owned by the Lake Heritage Park Foundation.

————————————————————

Why Did the Woolly Bear Cross the Road?
Posted in Mass Audubom ‘Nature Notes’ on November 12, 2014 by Kristin Fall brings with it the familiar and well-loved sight of woolly bear caterpillars crossing roadways
and sidewalks. Looking like orange and black-banded bottle brushes, these 1-2 inch caterpillars
dodge vehicles and bicycles to get to the other side. With luck and time, these beloved caterpillars
will transform into Isabella Tiger Moths, a yellowish-brown moth not nearly as cute as its immature
form.
Woollys in Winter
Woolly bears are one of the few caterpillars to overwinter as caterpillars, risking freezing temperatures and predation to emerge
in the spring. Quite simply, woolly bears crossing roadways are risking life and legs to
find the perfect leaf litter, the perfect board, or the perfect pile of wood chips under
which to hibernate. They need a spot sheltered from drying winds, a bit of moisture,
and cover from predators.
When they find that spot, they curl up in a tight ball and settle in for a long winter. Their
bristle hairs are a deterrent to predators (although raccoons have been observed brushing the hairs off and then eating these insect delicacies). The spiky ball shape makes the
caterpillars slippery to predators. If you try to pick up a woolly bear in its hibernating
pose, you may find it slips from your grasp.
Come Springtime

If a woolly bear survives a New England winter, it will emerge in the spring very hungry. At this time of year, you may see caterpillars wandering again as they search for food plants. The caterpillar eats for a short while and then spins a cocoon, made of bristle
hairs held together with silk, in a protected spot under rocks or bark. In two weeks, an Isabella Tiger Moth emerges from the cocoon.
The cycle begins again when the female Isabella Tiger Moth lays clusters of eggs on a variety of hostplants. Favorites include
dandelion, grass, meadowsweet, nettle, and more. Eggs hatch in 4-5 days, and the young caterpillars feed in groups, becoming
solitary as they grow older. Over 3-4 weeks, the caterpillars undergo 6 molts, or skin sheddings, and it is the second generation
each summer that will cross roads to find that perfect overwintering spot.
Fun Facts about Woolly Bears

1. Woolly bears are very fast (for a caterpillar, at least). They can travel up to 4 feet per minute, which is roughly equivalent to .05
miles per hour.

2. Contrary to folklore, the woolly bear is not an accurate weather forecaster. Does the width of its orange band predict the severity of the oncoming winter? No. Instead, each time the caterpillar sheds a skin, its orange band grows a bit larger. So, broader orange bands are most likely an indication of the age of the caterpillar, not of future winter weather.
3. Banner Elk, North Carolina has been celebrating the Woolly Worm Festival since 1978. During the “Woolly Worm Race,” pet
woolly bears race up a 3 foot long string. The winner becomes the official predictor of winter.
This entry was posted in Nature Notes on November 12, 2014 by Kristin.
Your Great Outdoors, Copyright© 2017 Mass Audubon
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PLANT STUDY - by Kim Moor
This month’s Plant Study is a repeat from a couple years ago. I chose to review plants from the Rudbeckia family again because I
think many of us struggle with the different varieties of Black & Brown-eyed Susans. I know I do. I have a few different varieties in
my yard, some of which have made babies, and I’m having a hard time figuring out which is which. Hopefully after I read & re-read
this page, and compare the leaves & what I remember of the flowers, I’ll have it all figured out. If you have the same problems with
these guys as I do, I hope this helps you too!

Showy Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia fulgida) also known as Orange, Sullivants, or
Deams Coneflower is quite variable in appearance from one site to another. Consequently, this species has been a source of taxonomic problems that continues to this day.
Some authorities classify Rudbeckia fulgida as a single species consisting of several varieties, while others regard it as a complex of several closely-related species. Varieties of
Rudbeckia fulgida that may be encountered in Indiana include: Rudbeckia fulgida sullivantii (Sullivant's Coneflower) has large flowerheads (typically 2-3" across) and leaves
that are typically 5” long & 2 1/2” wide. Rudbeckia fulgida fulgida (Orange Coneflower),
has more slender leaves and smaller flowerheads (1-2" across); Rudbeckia fulgida deamii (Deam's Coneflower), which has more hairy stems, smaller flowerheads (1-2"
across), and larger upper leaves; and Rudbeckia fulgida speciosa (Showy Black-eyed
Susan), which has slightly smaller flowerheads (1½-2½" across) and lower leaves that
are more narrow and shallowly cleft. Among these different varieties, Sullivant's coneflower is the one that is most often cultivated in gardens. It is possible to confuse Rudbeckia fulgida with the common Rudbeckia hirta (Black-Eyed Susan) in appearance, but
it can be distinguished from the latter species as follows: 1) Rudbeckia fulgida has foliage that is less hairy, 2) its leaves have petioles (leaf stalks) that are conspicuously
winged, 3) each of its achenes (seeds) has a crown of tiny teeth, 4) it is a perennial, and
5) root system is fibrous and rhizomatous. In contrast, Rudbeckia hirta has more hairy
foliage, its petioles (leaf stalks) lack conspicuous wings, and it is usually annual or biennial in habit.
Sweet Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia subtomentosa) is also

called Fragrant or Sweet Coneflower. It is more long-lived than
two similar species, Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) and
Brown-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia triloba), and is fragrant. Compared to the Black-eyed Susan, Sweet Coneflower is a taller plant
(3-6 ft.) with many deeply lobed leaves. The leaves of Rudbeckia
hirta lack lobes. Compared to Rudbeckia triloba the flowerheads
of Sweet Coneflower are larger in size (2-3”) with longer and more
abundant petaloid rays (flower petals). Achneas (seeds) are long
and narrow in shape. The root system is fibrous and rhizomatous.

Brown-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia triloba) can be distinguished from similar species by the smaller size of its flowerheads (1-2”) and the smaller number of ray florets per flowerhead. It is usually more tall (3-5 ft.) and bushy
than Rudbeckia hirta (Black-Eyed Susan). Leaves are lobed and are 4” long
& 2” across. On robust plants, 6 or more flowerheads are often in bloom at
the same time, creating a showy effect. The small achenes (seeds) are 4angled. The root system is shallow and fibrous.
Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) is a bienni-

al or short-lived perennial plant that is about 1-2½
ft. tall. It occasionally branches near the base, with each stem producing a single composite
flower. The stems have long white hairs. The alternate leaves do not have lobes, are greyish
green and covered with small stiff hairs, providing them
with a rough texture. Each flower is about 2-3" across.
The achenes (seeds) are black, oblong and finely
nerved. The root system consists of a central taproot
and is without rhizomes – this plant reproduces entirely
by seed.
Source: http://ww.illinoiswildflowers.info/

Volume 18, Issue 9

Page 4

GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

Misplaced monarchs: Clusters of butterflies stuck up north
SETH BORENSTEIN, The Associated Press - Updated: Thursday, October 26, 2017, 2:47 PM

WASHINGTON (AP) - Monarch butterflies, those delicate symbols of spring and summer, should mostly be
in Texas by now, winging their way to Mexico for the winter.
But Darlene Burgess keeps seeing colorful clusters of them - and she lives in Canada. "As nice as this is to
see, I really wish I wouldn't see it because they're running out of time," said Burgess, who does evening monarch counts at Point Pelee National Park in Canada. "It's really not good for them."
It's not just Canada. Swarms have been seen elsewhere, including near Cape May, New Jersey, at levels
more normal for late September and early October. Scientists say tens of thousands of the butterflies are likely
to be stranded far north of where they'd normally be this time of year because of the unusually warm weather
and strong winds that have kept them from migrating south, said biologist Elizabeth Howard, director of the
monarch tracking non-profit Journey North .
Many of these butterflies might not even be alive if not for the warm weather. They are thought to be a sort
of bonus generation - they were able to develop and emerge late in the season because it's been so unusually
warm. Monarchs typically arrive in Mexico around Nov. 1. This many "stragglers" in Ontario and elsewhere is
"definitely new territory for us," said University of Kansas biology professor Chip Taylor, director of Monarch
Watch.
Some monarchs were born late, some didn't move south because temperatures were warm, and some couldn't
move south because winds were coming from the south for weeks and they couldn't fly through them. Now they
may be stuck because temperatures are starting to fall. Howard said their muscles don't work when temperatures
dip into the 50s. And if they don't freeze, they are likely to starve to death because much of the plants they need
to feed their long voyage south are already gone for the season, biologists said. "What's really important is
they've got to get out of town," Howard said.
Burgess counted hundreds of them Sunday, watched several of them fight the strong wind on Tuesday and
fall into the waves of Lake Erie. She saw at least 50 on Thursday.
"It's very strange," said Sweet Briar College biology professor Lincoln Brower, who has been studying monarchs since 1954.

Monarchs stuck up north are one of many signs of climate change toying with the natural world's timing,
such as delaying first fall freezes and bringing spring earlier, said Jake Weltzin, a U.S. Geological Survey ecologist who heads a national network which studies when plants and animals bloom, change colors, migrate and
hibernate.
Karen Oberhauser, a biologist at the University of Wisconsin, saw a monarch on Oct. 20 in Madison, and
sees some hope - for the butterflies if not for the planet. If not for the heat, some of these butterflies would have
died as caterpillars, she noted, and some will beat the odds and make it to Mexico. "It's not an ominous sign for
monarchs, but it is ominous," Oberhauser said.
Monarchs have had some very lean years lately, and there is a petition to make them a threatened species.
They are battling a dwindling food supply, especially milkweeds which are the only thing they eat when in the
caterpillar stage, habitat loss, climate change and pesticides, Brower said.
Hopes that this would be a big bounce-back year have now dwindled. Taylor wouldn't say it's a good year,
but it's not as bad as some others, especially a horrible 2013-2014 season.
"Not all is lost," Taylor said.

———————————

10/30/17 Update from Journey North - Massive arrival of Monarch Butterflies at sanctuaries in Mexico!
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WILD ONES DONATION - by Kim Moor
Just a couple weeks ago, we made one of our last donations for the season to the
University of Chicago Laboratory Schools. This independent k-12 collegepreparatory school in the heart of Chicago has recently built & opened up an outdoor
classroom. From what I've heard, it's huge & is complete with trees, plants, a pond &
stream, living walls, etc.
Our Wild Ones friend, Phillip Matsikas, teaches at this school & has helped in ensuring this project is and stays as environmentally friendly & bio-diverse as possible!
These plants have found a home that will help shape the views & values of many
children - part of our future!
I'm excited about this & hope to get the chance to check this place out in person
one day! In the meantime, Phillip promises to keep us posted.

Birding Northwest Indiana

Various Locations - meet at Gibson Woods
1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month at 9 am

Join a Lake County Parks Naturalist for a field trip to different birding spots in Northwest Indiana. Trips will begin at
Gibson Woods and participants will carpool to various locations where migratory and wintering birds have been seen.
Locations will be decided the week prior to each trip.
Call 219.844.3188 to register and get the most up to date
location information. Specific Dates: November 2, 16,
December 7, 21, January 4, 18, February 1, 15.
———————————

NEW! Name That Toon

Gibson Woods
First Session: Every Wed, beginning Nov 8 at 9:30 a.m.
In order to meet the needs of our new birders here at Gibson Woods, we will begin a new series entitled NAME THAT
TOON. Throughout the winter we will be working on understanding bird songs so that come Spring we hope to be able
to identify birds by song that we don't get a chance to see.
Week 1, we will have a fun Pop Quiz to see how many bird
songs we already know. Bet you know more than you think
you do! Wanna play? Registration is required, so call us at
844-3188, and say NAME THAT TOON!!
———————————

Monthly Family Nature Walks

Gibson Woods
3rd Saturday monthly at 9:30 a.m. through November

LECTURE Back from the Brink:
Restoring the Calumet River
Gibson Woods
Sunday, November 12 at 1:00 p.m.
Register by 11/10

Once described as the “most polluted river in the world” efforts to restore the Grand Calumet River have been ongoing
for several decades. Carl Woodrich of IDNR will be here to
talk about the efforts put forth to make the Calumet River a
place to be proud of. Call 219.844.3188 to register.
———————————

Winter Wreath-Making Craft
Miller Beach Garden Club
Marquette Park Aquatorium
6918 Oak Ave, Gary, IN
Saturday, Nov. 18 from 10 am - 12:30 pm
Miller Beach Garden Club is hosting a Winter WreathMaking craft project on Saturday, November 18, 2017 from
10am - 12:30pm at the Marquette Park Aquatorium at 6918
Oak Avenue, Gary, IN 46403. Lead by Sandy Appleby and
Margaret Scisson, the morning will feature wreath-making
crafts including grapevine wreaths, bird feeder branches,
ornament-studded evergreen wreaths and late fall wreaths
entwined with bittersweet plus small fences that can frame
artwork. Children are encouraged to attend with their parents and grandparents. There will be fun creative projects
suitable for all ages.

Materials provided and light refreshments will be
served. The fee is $15.00 to make your choice of wreathBring the family to meet a naturalist and walk the trails as
types. Gather at the Aquatorium beginning at 9:30am for
you learn about the plants and wildlife in the park. Join us
registration – craft making will start at 10am. Free Parkeach month to experience nature’s fascinating flora and fau- ing. Call Corya Channing 219-938-8532 for information
na as the seasons change. This program is free, and designed for all ages. Specific dates are October 21, and November 18. Call 219.844.3188 to register.
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