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Welcome
Message from Your President
SEPTEMBER BLUE

Dear Members,

RIBBON WINNERS

BACK TO VETERAN’S PARK.

Several

We are so glad to finally be able to meet together at
Veteran’s Park. It’s been a long 18 months since we had an
in-person meeting and talked and shared our experiences
growing orchids. It will be wonderful to see you all. Be sure
to bring in your blooming orchids for judging so we can see
and smell them

of

the

winners.
Congratulations to all

When did you join the society? I joined the society at the
show in 2016. I was fascinated at all the varieties of orchids
and wandered through the Fieldhouse at Old School Square
in utter amazement at the amazing displays. Have you ever
attended our show? Did you have the same response? Over
the past 5 years I’ve gotten to know the vendors and so
many amazing members that I can’t imagine my life without being involved in our society.
ORCHID SHOW: Our show “Orchids on the Square” is Saturday, October 23rd and Sunday,
nd.
October 24th with vendor load-in and set up on Friday October 22
The show is an integral part of our society and it’s our biggest fundraiser. The profits from our
show are used to pay for speakers, raffle orchids and snacks, plus all other expenses to run our
society. It also helps sponsor our annual holiday party. It’s actually quite costly to run a
society.
WE NEED YOU; We need you to volunteer for the show! There are a variety of ways you can
volunteer: you can sell raffle tickets inside, help with security, hospitality and so much more. It
takes a village to run this show. You’ll also have an opportunity to meet our committee chairs
and ask those questions relevant to the show and volunteering. Just click here to sign up.
AT THE MEETING:
WHICH ORCHID TO BUY? At our show, you’ll see hundreds of exceptional orchids to
buy but which ones to choose? Our speaker this month will be Carol
Holdren, AOS Judge and she’ll share tips for getting the perfect orchids for your home
and growing conditions.
Bring your blooming orchids in for judging. Please make sure they do not have any
bugs, fungus or diseases.
Raffle tickets for plants will be sold, 20 for $5, along with Orchid Society shirts at $20
each.
Please wear a mask per City mandates and also for the health and safety of all of our
members.
Please do not bring any food to share. At this time your board has decided to offer prepackaged snacks instead. We’ll also have bottled water and coffee available
Remember there is still construction on Atltanic Ave so drive into Veteran's Park just
before the bridge, opposite the Blue Anchor Pub.
Congratulations to last month's ten Blue Ribbon winners and we thank all our members for
submitting their lovely flowers for judging. A very special thank you to Joan Connors, AOS
Judge, who has done our virtual judging for the past 15 months.
See you on Wednesday, October 13, 2021 at 7:00 pm .

Michele Owens, President
Delray Beach Orchid Society
MoLovesOrchids@gmail.com
954 695-7889

Volunteer at the Show
To signup just click here. Enter your name, e-mail and phone number and
select the day, job and shift. A confirmation e-mail will be sent to you in a
few minutes If you do not receive a confirmation e-mail, please re-do and
be sure to press SAVE. For questions, please contact the Show CoChairs Chickie Tobias at 561 445-5605 or Michele Owens at 954 6957889. Many thanks for your help in making our show a success.

Meeting Program
WHICH ORCHID TO BUY?
We welcome back our friend and long time supporter, Carol
Holdren, AOS Judge, who will share with us some important
things to consider before buying a plant. Which orchids
grown best in south Palm Beach County? Which orchids will
thrive in your backyard, with your growing conditions? Is that
beautiful orchid going out of bloom? Is the plant strong? As
they say, "Why waste your money".
Carol has been successfully growing orchids for many years.
She started this long trip by buying a purple Vanda at a local botanical garden show and the seed was planted. That plant
led to several others as well as membership and participation in the local orchid society. As her collection grew she and
some of her orchid friends took a class in Orchidology at the University of Florida.
Carol also began attending the West Palm Beach Judging Center and became an accredited judge in 2003. She was
Trustee of the American Orchid Society. She is presently Vice-Chair of the West Palm Beach Judging Center. Carol is
also a director of the International Orchid Foundation.

MYSTERY ORCHID
CAN YOU NAME THIS ORCHID?

.

See below for the answer

OCTOBER GROWING BY DR. MOTES
October is a month of change in South Florida. If the Romans had lived here
where we do, they would have named this month for their two faced god
Janus. Usually around the middle of the month, and certainly by the end of
the month, the first strong cold front pushes into South Florida bringing to a
close the monolithic heat and damp of summer and ushering in weather as
most of the continent knows it, alternating periods of warmer and cooler.
Although warm temperatures will persist for another month or so until the technical end of the

hurricane season, the tropics are in retreat and the temperate zone in the ascendancy. Each successive
cold front foreshadowed by ever lessening rain storms will progressively cool our temperatures and dry
our air. But days are shortening too, providing less hours of sunlight to heat the air and slowing the
drying process. Nights are longer and cooler which produces the same effect, slower drying. Now we
must start to move into the consciousness of winter and take greater care to insure that our plants are
thoroughly dry before we water them again. The shorter days of October dictate that we rise even earlier
to water if necessary. Each extra hour of daylight is to be cherished by us as well as our plants.
Most of our orchids are well aware of this sea change. The shortening days of late summer have told
many genera to finish their growth and prepare to rest. We need to listen too. And look! The last smallest
leaves of these highly seasonal plants will have unfolded at the tips of their new growths telling us that
their growth cycle is finished for this year. Himalayan dendrobiums of the nobile type and of the section
Callista (D. aggregatum et al.) now begin their five months of carefree existence in South Florida. They
should be put in a bright spot and given no more water and above all, no more fertilizer until after they
have bloomed in Spring.
Catasetums, mormodes, Cycnoches, calanthes and other deciduous types should be treated the same
way. Whatever moisture nature provides in the increasingly heavy dew and the passing rains that usher
in most cold fronts will be adequate for these plants whose native environment is a seasonally monsoon
one like ours. Benign neglect suits these genera just fine and what a relief to the conscience of the ever
busy orchidist! The truly devoted will group these genera together, preferably at the edge of the growing
area and high up where they will receive the maximum of light and air circulation. Grouped thus, the
chance of an accidental watering of these while taking care of the more thirsty genera is minimized.
Another strategy is to tip the pots of these dormant genera on their sides thus eliminating much natural
rainfall and avoiding a misdirected hose spray. Some growers even remove plants that have finished
both growing and flowering from their pots entirely. When new growth begins in the Spring they will
receive a fresh start in new medium. To read the entire article, click here.
Dr. Martin Motes Motes Orchids

Mystery Orchid From the American Orchid Society
Acanthophippium: Blume 1825
Pronunciation:
Ah-kan-tho-FIP-ee-um (click on the name to hear it spoken)
Tribe: Collabieae
Subtribe: [not yet defined]
Acanthophippium is a terrestrial and sometimes saprophytic genus of sympodial orchids first described
in 1825 by K. L. Blume. It has often been misspelled as Acanthophippium and the various species have
been scientifically described with both spellings. The species have prominent, tapered bulbs that are up to
15 cm long and 5 cm wide and have large plicate leaves. The flowers are very unusual being bottle or
cup-shaped somewhat like a tulip, waxy, and have a very strong fragrance. They have a wide range of
colors mostly being shades of orange, red and yellow.
Except from the American Orchid Society

Help raise funds for DBOS by using
Amazon Smile .
Did you know that you can help support
DBOS
by
using Smile.Amazon.com.
Amazon Smile will donate a portion of
the eligible purchases to DBOS, just
name Delray Beach Orchid Society as
your favorite charity and shop at
Smile.Amazon.com

==============================
Board Members

Check out the
American Orchid
Society's web site for
plenty of interesting
articles and photos on
awarded orchids. Pests, fungus, cold,
rain damage? Click here:

==========================
Upcoming Events
Veteran's Park Recreation building is located on
the west side of the intracostal waterway on
the north side of Atlantic Avenue. It is in the
the same entrance as Chico's .

President: Michele Owens
Programs: Judith Cohen
Membership: Chickie Tobias
Treasurer: Priscilla Roper
Asst. Treasurer: Martha Combs
Recording Secretary: Donna Holt
Corresponding Sec.: Bernadette Garfinkel

Scheduled Meetings:
October 13 2021 - Carol Holdren: Which Orchid
to Buy
November 10, 2021, Annette Jackson: Orchid
Roadshow: Introduction to growing beautiful
Orchids.

Trustees:
Nancy Boyle
Pamela Boyle
Barbara Shaw
Buddy Rapaport
Ilene Shulan

Newsletter Editor: Valerie Smith
Club Photographer: John Morris

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this newsletter, please feel free to
contact our President, Michele Owens at at 954-6957889 or email.
If you have special event in your life or know of a
member who is ill, please call our Corresponding
Secretary,

Bernadette

Garfinkel

at

561

398-

6315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail or phone number? We
don't want to lose contact with you. Please contact our
Membership Chair, Chickie Tobias

