
1

IMMIGRATION 

&

URBANIZATION
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WAVES OF IMMIGRATION

 1815-1860----5 MILLION IMMIGRANTS 
MAINLY FROM ENGLAND, IRELAND, 
GERMANY, SCANDINAVIA, AND OTHER 
PLACES IN NORTHWESTERN EUROPE

 1865-1890----10 MILLION IMMIGRANTS 
MAINLY FROM NORTHWESTERN EUROPE

 1890-1914----15 MILLION IMMIGRANTS 
CAME FROM EASTERN AND SOUTHERN 
EUROPE.  THEY WERE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN, 
TURKISH, LITHUANIAN, RUSSIAN, JEWISH, 

GREEK, ITALIAN AND ROMANIAN
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RED DOTS ILLUSTRATE EMIGRATION IN 1900, 
BROWN CIRCLES, 1920
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1800-1880s
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AFTER 1880s
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CHART OF IMMIGRATION

1820 TO 1980

1900
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ELLIS ISLAND IMMIGRATION CENTER,            
NEW YORK CITY
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WEST COAST IMMIGRATION CENTER, 
ANGEL ISLAND
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•RISE OF MAJOR CITIES

•LOCATION OF MAJOR CITIES

•NEW INVENTIONS

•NEIGHBORHOODS

•ILLS OF NEW SOCIETY

•REACTIONS TO MASSIVE    
IMMIGRATION
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US CITIES WITH POPULATIONS OVER 10,000
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PROXIMITY 
TO RAW 

MATERIALS 
HELPED FUEL 

URBAN 
GROWTH
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NEW INVENTIONS MADE RAPID URBAN GROWTH 
POSSIBLE
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HENRY 
BESSEMER 
INVENTOR 

OF THE 
BESSEMER 
PROCESS

MAKING STEEL USING THE BESSEMER PROCESS
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PASSENGER ELEVATOR MADE WORKING AND 
DOING BUSINESS IN TALL BUILDINGS MUCH 

EASIER

ELISHA OTIS, 
INVENTOR OF THE 
FIRST PASSENGER 

ELEVATOR



18

RAPID 
TRANSIT IN 

THE 19TH

CENTURY
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BROOKLYN 
BRIDGE
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URBAN PARK DESIGNED BY FREDERICK LAW OLMSTEAD
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IMMIGRANT 
NEIGHBORHOODS IN 

NEW YORK CITY: 
LATER HALF OF THE 

19TH CENTURY
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NEW IMMIGRANTS TENDED TO MOVE WHERE 
THEY KNEW PEOPLE FROM THE OLD WORLD 
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THE WHOLE FAMILY WORKS TO MAKE 
ENDS MEET, 1908 
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EDUCATION WAS NOT COMPULSORY AND 
MOST CHILDREN WORKED IN FACTORIES
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PROBLEMS IN THE NEW CITIES
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UPTON SINCLAIR'S PORTRAYAL OF THE UNSANITARY 
CONDITIONS IN MEAT PACKING PLANTS LED TO THE 

PASSAGE OF THE PURE FOOD AND DRUG OF 1906 
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1914 POSTER FOR A 
MOVIE ON THE JUNGLE

COVER OF THE NOVEL

UPTON 
SINCLAIR
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NO ONE KNEW WHAT CAUSED YELLOW FEVER
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POLITICAL MACHINES AND CORRUPT CITY 
BOSSES CONTROLLED CITIES 

TAMMANY HALL, NYC
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CARTOON ABOVE 
COMPARES TWEED’S 
EXCESSIVE THEFT TO 

THAT OF A MINOR 
BREAD THIEF
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NATIVISM

CHINESE
EXCLUSION

ACT

AMERICAN
PROTECTIVE

ASSOCIATION

INCREASED
IMMIGRATION

REACTIONS TO 
INCREASED 

IMMIGRATION
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PAPER READS: “MAFIA IN NEW ORLEANS, ANARCHISTS 
IN CHICAGO, SOCIALISTS IN NEW YORK”
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KNOW-
NOTHING 

PARTY 
PLATFORM, 
MID 1850s
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“I do most solemnly promise and swear that I will always, 
to the utmost of my ability, labor, plead and wage a 

continuous warfare against ignorance and fanaticism; that 
I will use my utmost power to strike the shackles and 

chains of blind obedience to the Roman Catholic church 
from the hampered and bound consciences of a priest-
ridden and church-oppressed people; that I will never 

allow any one, a member of the Roman Catholic church, to 
become a member of this order, I knowing him to be such; 
that I will use my influence to promote the interest of all 
Protestants everywhere in the world that I may be; that I 
will not employ a Roman Catholic in any capacity if I can 

procure the services of a Protestant. I furthermore promise 
and swear that I will not aid in building or maintaining, by 
my resources, any Roman Catholic church or institution of 
their sect or creed whatsoever, but will do all in my power 

to retard and break down the power of the Pope, in this 
country or any other;”

AMERICAN PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION 
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THE CHINESE WERE THE FIRST GROUP OF 
IMMIGRANTS TO BE DENIED ENTRY INTO THE 

UNITED STATES
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INTENDED 
EFFECT OF 

THE 
CHINESE 

EXCLUSION 
ACT OF 
1882
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WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARSTJOSEPH PULITZER
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SCHOOLS RAPIDLY GREW IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY
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ILLITERACY 
RATE FROM 

1870 TO 
1979.  

NUMBERS 
ARE 

PERCENTAGE 
OF PERSONS 

WHO CANNOT 
READ OR 
WRITE.
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WOMEN BEGAN WORKING IN THE NEW 
BUSINESSES
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AMERICANS BEGAN TO HAVE LEISURE TIME
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SPORTS 
BECAME 

ACCESSIBLE 
FOR ALL 

AMERICANS


