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View From the Agora

Too Many Refugees!
How can we help? Although the sheer number of people seems overwhelming at times, you did
help. At TCC we collected a van-load of hygiene products for the Syrian refugees. And we sprang into
action to solve a local emergency for the organizers of the NuDay Syria project.
Faced with a zillion toothbrushes, soaps, and toothpaste from Franklin County churches and
synagogues, we said, “Yes, we will assemble the kits”. Eight volunteers arrived to put together the kits.
Some dreadfully injured refugee in a makeshift hospital in northern Syrian will receive this gift of
cleanliness amidst a dirty war.
Our hygiene products joined a ton of other items donated from Franklin County.
Read the total list on the Mission bulletin board: School supplies, medical supplies, food,
clothing, rice, medical supplies and equipment.
Someone will receive the bar of soap or washcloth or box of diapers that you donated and know
that someone cares. It’s a message of love and concern from Northfield to the refugees in Syria.
Thank you from the Mission Ministry all for your help.

Submitted by Joanne McGee

CHILDREN!!!

Thursday. August 16th from 1 - 6 pm

Reserve your appointment Call 1 800 RED CROSS (1 800 733
733--2767)

AMBER BAKED ONIONS from Hazel & Ruth
Johnson

6 good sized onions
1 T melted butter
2 T tomato juice

2 T honey or dark Karo
1 tsp salt
1/8 tsp paprika

Paul says in Acts 17:22

“People of Athens, I can see that in every way you are very religious.”
Someone asked me recently, “ So, do you think going to church,
being part of a supportive church community and mission to others, and
finding meaningful and enjoyable music and rituals of my tradition despite
not really believing in God means I’m religious?” My answer was an
unequivocal yes. In our opening invocation to worship each week, we say out loud that we welcome all. We don’t
explicitly say unbelievers are welcome, but I can’t imagine why we wouldn’t welcome them, and I suspect one or
two closeted unbelievers may be found in the pews each Sunday.
I’ve reported before in this column the fact that increasing numbers of Americans are choosing to live
religious lives outside of organized faith communities and free from the influence of priests, ministers, and teachers.
But does being an agnostic (someone who says they don’t know whether or not God exists) or an atheist (someone
who claims that God does not exist) mean you are necessarily not religious?
An agnostic scholar, Stephen Asma, who teaches philosophy at Chicago’s Columbia College, claims we are
all religious: believing theists, agnostics, and atheists alike. He has published a new book entitled Why We Need
Religion. An interviewer asked him, “Will your unbelieving friends think you’ve lost your mind? Are we all –
including you -- inherently ‘religious’ but some of us don’t name it and claim it?” Asma replied, “Yes. We are
mammals. Our brains evolved to seek help. Sometimes there is no help to be found with other human beings so your
brain and emotions reach out to the universe.

HAPPY SYRIAN

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE at TCC

.

We have had a suggestion to include favorite
recipes in the TRUMPET… sooo, would you like
to submit some time- honored, family favorites to
share? To begin, I will include 2 simple, favorite
recipes from our TCC Cookbook: “Feeding the
Flock.” We have only 5 copies left at a reduced
price of $8.00 each.

Cut onions in half crosswise. Place in greased baking dish. Melt butter.
Add tomato juice, honey, salt & paprika. Spoon over onions. Bake,
covered for one hour at 350 degrees.

CRANBERRY TEA from Joanne McGee
3 T loose black tea, 1/4 tsp cinnamon, allspice, ground cloves. 1/2 c. orange juice, 1/4 c. lemon juice, 2 1/2 cups
cold water, 1 cup sugar, 1 1/2qt. cranberry juice.
Add black tea leaves, spices to 4 c. boiling water. Let steep a while. Drain off tea leaves. Add orange juice, & lemon juice,
cold water and sugar to steeped mixture. Add cranberry juice. Chill.

Bill Nye and Neil deGrasse Tyson don’t need to tell a grieving mother that the religion that gives her solace
and the strength to get up and keep going is all fictive. We evolved things such as prayer to manage our spontaneous
yearning to survive and flourish. I’m not embarrassed and I don’t think it is intellectually cowardly. Religiosity is in
human nature. I don’t kneel down and pray as I did in my childhood. But I allow myself to have spontaneous
conversations with the universe.
Some philosophers go even further and question whether atheists are really atheists at all or have merely
substituted one religious faith for another. John Gray in a recent book ( Seven Types of Atheism ) argues that those
who call themselves atheistic humanists are acting in bad faith; all they’ve done is substitute humanity for God.
Gray thinks that most “secular” statements are expressions of repressed religion. He includes the philosophies of
such diverse figures as John Locke, France’s Jacobins, and Russia’s Bolsheviks in this category.
The English composer Ralph Vaughan Williams by the end of his life had moved from a position of atheism
to one he described as “cheerful agnosticism.” No one knows whether or not the experience of writing religious
music such as his gorgeous Mass in G Minor had something to do with this change. I’ve argued before that
differences over religion are fundamentally semantic in nature: arguments over what certain words mean and how
we use them. Look at what people care most about, their “ultimate concerns,” as theologian Paul Tillich put it, and
you’ve entered the realm of their religious worldview. Of course, that means you’re going to find bad religion as
well as good religion.
Philosophers starting with Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) have given up on our ability to prove the existence
of God. The religious ones among them follow Kant (who remained religious) in saying that while we cannot prove
God’s existence, we can assume it and believe in it because moral principles do in fact exist, a subtle but important
distinction.
In the end, whether you are a theist (one who says God exists), an atheist (one who says God does not exist),
or an agnostic (one who says “I don’t know”) you’re making a statement of faith, not knowledge, and that makes
you a religious person.

July Birthdays
15 John Pettengill
22 Paula Parsons

Thanks to Roy Patno for this poem
WALK WITH ME

23 Lois Stearns
25 Andy Harrison
26 Samantha Harrison
26 Lloyd Parrill

As my footsteps leave their mark
on the morning dew,
as the flowers, bright with color,
greet my eyes,
as the sun begins to pierce, fiercely,

31 Aimee Funk

Remember to SAVE THIS DATE… JULY 14, 2018

TCC 2ND ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Northfield Golf Course
We look forward to another successful event and we especially thank the many
volunteers who worked to put this together.
SHOTGUN START AT 8:30 AM - RAIN OR SHINE

Prizes: #6 5K Hole-in-one = $5,000

Michele
Hole-in-one for #7, # 15, # 16 = $500.00

filtering through the trees,

as the rays mark the time of day,

August Birthdays
1
6
11
12
15
19
26
27
31

Rev. Julie G. Olmsted
Leslie Kellogg
Clayton Bezio
Rachel Lively
Judy Radebaugh
Ruth Gallagher
Bree Kehmeier
Dottie Arsenault
Bonnie L’Etoile

6th hole-in-one closest to the Pin (Ladies/Men), prize $50.

a time to pause,

as the sun begins to wane,

casting shadows stretching out,
as the scent of a passing day
rises from the earth,

9th Hole Longest Drive (Ladies/Men) = $50.00

$75. per person includes: green fees, cart fee, coffee & donut holes, hot dogs,
BBQ chicken and many prizes.
Raffle tickets are available at the Church Office at 413 498-5839
or at the Tournament.

as the coolness of the evening

flees into the dimness of time.

Please inform the church office if
your birthday is missing

To sleep, to sleep and wait
for the morning dew.

Note from the Flower Committee:
We love to have beautiful arrangements for the Altar! If you want to donate flowers in memory or in
honor of a loved one, please contact Marlee Kaplan 413 774-2414. Marlee would appreciate hearing from
you.
“I will be happy to make floral arrangements or to purchase flowering plants of your choice that you
can take home following the service.”
We have a florist who will deliver an arrangement to the church on Saturday afternoon before the
designated Sunday service.
Please let Marlee know if you would rather contact our florist “Kathryn’s Florist” 15 Main St.,
Winchester, NH 03470. 1 603 239-4239.
When you leave me a message, I will return your call. Thank you, Marlee

Summer Cross Talks at Cameron’s Winery

Sunday, July 22nd, is

“Beloved Community”

Bring a Friend Sunday

What does it take to succeed as a Community of God?
How do we live as whole human beings in a world
that often disregards the dignity of “the other?” Come
join us on this journey with the Book of James as our
guide. Wednesdays, July 18 & 25 at 10 am in “The
Upper Room” at Cameron’s, 105 Main St. Northfield.
Coffee & tea provided . Low cost house made
pastries. Come!!

Do you know anyone who might be
curious about our services?

Invite them anytime, but especially
on this day.

SAVE THESE DATES:

New Summer schedule for
Pastor Julie

July 29th for Appreciation Sunday for our
own Don McCollester (9:30 am)
followed by a special Coffee Hour

begins on June 25th

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

(swapping Thursday for Monday)

Summer Church Services

for appointment:

begin Sunday, July 1 - August 19

Call her cell 1 937 409-1375

at 9:30 am, followed by
Coffee Hour
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Pastor’s Ponderings
Dear Friends,
Summer is here!! I hope you are enjoying the cool mornings and the warm afternoon sun, as well
as lovely evenings (if you stay up that late!) I’ve been trying to get up every single morning and walk/
run before the heat is turned up and the day gets away from me. I’m trying new recipes, trying to
make time for relaxing and working in the yard, and making vacation plans.

LOOK FOR US on Facebook:
tccnorthfield.org/home.html

I’m excited about our new casual summer service. I know how wonderful “Sundays off” are in
the summer, but that’s why we moved up the time, so we can all “get out there” but still observe one
of our most cherished disciplines of the faith, worship. Worship does not have to be long to be
meaningful. It doesn’t have to be short to be appreciated.
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The first seminary program I completed was a two-year interfaith seminary, which was started
by a very brilliant and hilarious rabbi named Joseph Gelberman. Rabbi Gelberman used to say of
sermons: “If they’re short and bad, that’s good. If they’re long and good, that’s bad. If they’re short
and good, they’ll probably invite you back!” I’m going to go for that in our shorter services, not just
in preaching, but in every piece of the service. I do hope you’ll come every chance you get. Your
presence definitely makes a difference~ In fact, I think that we could say that pretty much everywhere
in life. If someone offers their presence, fully attending, faithfully showing up, we all feel better for
their having done so. Maya Angelou once said, “I’ve learned that people will forget what you said,
people will forget what you have done. But people will never forget how you made them feel.” And
when we show up for each other, regardless of what we say or do, we make them feel important and
even loved.
Our presence in church, with our families, in our communities and elsewhere, makes everyone
sit up and take notice. Our smiles and our participation inspire others and make us feel better, too. I
hope you will get out and enjoy life this summer, as much as you possibly can. As our friend Lance
Humphrey says often at the Cathedral in the Light service, “The greatest gift you can ever give
anyone is the gift of yourself.”
Love and light for the journey,

Pastor Julie

SUMMER SALAD BAR LUNCHEON
Gen Clark Appreciation Words
June 10, 2018
G – As a true GEM among us, Gen, you are as Genuine as you are rare. You may not believe it, but it’s what
makes people want to be around you and be like you, too. You have a Good-natured sense of humor, can
laugh at yourself and at humanity, because you have been around a long time and you have studied people, as
well as your own soul. You also have a marvelous Green thumb, as evidenced by the hundreds of beautiful
plants that thrive under your watchful eye and care.
E – Gen, you are EXCELLENT in whatever you do. You are an excellent writer, listener, housekeeper, and
friend. I know that you lament not being able to do everything that you once did, but I keep telling you that
your presence is powerful, because you are Encouraging of everyone and seem to enjoy others’
achievements as well as your own, which makes you totally Endearing. Gen. You are Energetic as anyone
I’ve ever seen. You are always up for the “go,” wherever that may be, a trait that is amazing and wonderful.
N – You are a Natural, Gen, which goes with Genuine, but is worth saying twice. You have a natural look
that is nevertheless quite Natty and stylish. You are always Nice, which I love and appreciate. You are
Neighborly, Nurturing of those around you, and Neat, in your appearance and the way you keep your
beautiful home.
C – Gen, I love how Caring you are and how Creative you are with your writing and your thinking. You
have been very Courageous in your life, raising four children, becoming a teacher, a writer, and servant of
the church. The way you are always willing to help, in any small way, is truly and deeply appreciated. Your
faith and your Constancy, with your family and your Church and your Community are truly
COMMENDABLE.
L – You are Loving and Loyal, Gen. This inspires trust and friendship over the years and are the qualities
greatly valued by our faith. You are Lively and Likeable, because you don’t judge others and you are curious
about others’ lives and stories. You have a ready smile and keep going, which makes you more lively than a
lot of “twenty-somethings” I’ve known!
A –You are Admirable, Gen, not only because of your Accomplishments, but because of your determination
to keep living and laughing and interested in the church and the world. This keeps you young, because you are
always Accepting of others and Artistic in the way that you write and the way that you turn yourself out, like
life is a party and you’re not going to miss out on any of it!
R – I’ve never heard you disparage another person, Gen, which makes you a Refined human being. Your
Relaxed way of being makes others relax and makes you Radiate peace and goodwill, the great twin gifts of
Christmas.
K – Kindness is perhaps the best attribute. I love the stories of how you loved children in your teaching and
mothering years, how you protected their dignity and understood that when they misbehaved they were not
“bad” children; they just needed love and understanding, which you always gave them. You took children into
your home who weren’t yours, because you wanted to show them kindness and what’s possible with a loving
family. That makes you someone wise, someone who Knows and practices the art of compassion. All that
makes you, Genevieve Clark, truly a Keeper!

COMING ON WEDNESDAY,
August 1st, 2018- Fellowship Hall
from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm
Tickets: Adults: $ 12.
children: $ 10.
Come, taste and see how our talented TCC cooks create a delicious luncheon for you.

WHEN I WASH THIS DISH

J. G. Olmsted

One Great HOUR of Sharing
sponsored by the
United Church of Christ

When I wash this dish
there is no other dish.
There is none better,
none before it, none waiting.
There is nothing else for me to do,
no fame or fortune in my future.
It is the only thing I do...and
I do it well.

Each year TCC contributes to this very
important way to support others
around the world.
The Mission Committee asks you to
donate on Sunday, July 15, 2018.
From Ruth Johnson & AARP Bulletin

When I drink this cup
there is no other cup.
There is none better,
none before it, none waiting.
There is nothing else for me to do,
It tastes perfect, it is only for me…
and there is nothing I crave in its place.
When I serve this king
there is to other king.
There is none better,
none before him, none waiting.
It’s the only thing for me to do,
I serve him only, for there
is just one, my king, my love,
my redeemer and friend.
When I wash this dish
When I drink this cup
When I serve this king,
there is nothing missing,
nothing missing at all.

“I LIKE THE TERM “PERENNIAL”,
WE’RE STILL HERE BLOSSOMING
AGAIN AND AGAIN!

FILL THE ‘THE BELLY BUS’
here at TCC join the 14th Annual
Community Food Drive on
Friday, August 3rd, 2018 from 9-5
Requested Items include: Canned Fruits, Peanut Butter
& Jelly, Canned Meat & Tuna - Pasta & Pasta Sauces,
Fruit Juice, Canned Soup, Macaroni & Cheese, Canned
and Dry Beans, Canned Vegetables, Cereal, Beef
Ravioli, Oatmeal, Canola & Corn Oil, Flour.
Foods will be delivered to Franklin County Food Pantries.
Cash donations welcome, Make checks to: Community
Action Pioneer Valley and menu line: Belly Bus. In
2017, this drive collected $4,500. and 5,000 lbs Food!
Thank you from the Franklin County Hunger Task Force.
Place your food donations in the blue box in the Narthex.
For more info: tinyurl.com/BellyBus2018

