Curry Citizens for Public Land Access
P.O. Box 183
Gold Beach, OR 97444
currypublicland@gmail.com

										May 18, 2016

Tina Lanier, District Ranger
Gold Beach Ranger District
29279 Ellensburg Ave.
Gold Beach, OR 97444

Dear Ms. Lanier:
Curry Citizens for Public Land Access is providing the following recommendations for the Shasta Agness Planning Area. The purpose of our group is to advocate for the protection of access to public lands, using all forms of both motorized and non-motorized means, for recreation and other uses. Our membership represents a very broad and diverse group with varied interests, but we come together in our quest to maintain access to public land for current and future generations.
Our recommendations by topic:

Early Successional Habitat (especially foraging habitat for big game)
We recommend including gaps and under burning in all late-successional thinning units.

Oak Savanna, Oak Woodland and Meadow Habitat
We recommend removal of encroaching vegetation, burning, then seeding with native grasses on all oak savanna, oak woodland and meadow habitat within the planning area.

Transportation System
We do not support any of the Travel Analysis recommendations for decommissioning roads, because the analysis was arbitrary and capricious. It also failed to meet Travel Management goal #2 “Maintain and/or build strong trust and relationships with communities, partners, and stakeholders at different scales,” by ignoring requests for additional information required for detailed specific input, or communicating with stakeholders to develop a meaningful and usable Travel Analysis. We recommend the installation of drivable waterbars to minimize resource damage in the event of a culvert failure.

Motorized Recreation

Forest Road 3300.250

· Designate first 0.7 miles of (just before first washout) as ‘motorized mixed use.’
· Designate from milepost 0.7 to the junction with Pine Grove Trail #1170, as ‘Class 3 (motorcycle) use.’
· Designate from junction of Pine Grove trail to washout on Fox Creek as ‘Class 3 (motorcycle) use.’



Pine Grove Trail

· Designate trail from the junction of 3300.250 to the junction of 3318.080 as ‘Class 3 (motorcycle) use.’
· Designate trail from the junction of 3318.120 to approximately 1.75 miles east as ‘Class 1 (quad) use.’

Shasta Costa Creek (South) to Raspberry Mountain  

· Designated the unnamed spur road off of 3300 (Agness Road) from the south end of the Shasta Costa bridge to the dispersed recreation site, as ‘motorized mixed use.’
· Designate the unnamed motorcycle trail from the dispersed recreation site to the old dirt road as ‘Class 3 (motorcycle) use.’
· Designate the old dirt road to road 2308 as ‘Class 2 (4 wheel drive, quad and motorcycle) use.’
· Maintain designation of 2308 from the junction of the unnamed motorcycle trail to 2308.330 (Agness Dump Road) as ‘Paved Road Mixed Use Allowed’ as it is in the Draft ROD.  
· Maintain designation of 2308.330 from junction with 2308 to end of 3577.350 as ‘Forest road Mixed Use Allowed’ as it is in the Draft ROD.
· Designate 3577.350 from junction of 2308.330 to boundary of State section, as ‘mixed use allowed.’
· Designate 3577.350 within State section as ‘Forest Road Mixed Use Not Allowed’ until agreement with State to allow mixed use is achieved. Remove the earthen barrier. This road accesses Fall Creek meadow which needs treatment on the encroaching vegetation.

Shasta Costa Creek Access (2300990) (Rathole)
Forest road 2300.990 from junction of 2300 (Bear Camp) to Shasta Costa Creek. This route has been managed with a wet weather closure with a gate near the 2300 road. This gate has also been closed during high fire danger. We recommend moving the gate down the hill to the first good parking and turn around area, (before the steeper and currently rutted section), to allow walk in access during wet weather. This low elevation oak savanna habitat provides foraging habitat during winter snow conditions. Make the old road into Red Cub Creek into a motorized trail.
   
Raspberry Mountain Area 3577.130, 3577.133, 3577.135
The 3577.130 is closed near the junction with 3577.133. The 3577.133 and 3577.135 are closed (earthen barrier) at their beginning off of 3577.130. These roads are currently being used by quads. We recommend converting them to motorized quad trails.

Nancy Creek Trail
Convert the old mining trail from Nancy Creek to Biscuit Fire fireline, and on to Raspberry Road 3577 for up to Class 1 use. This would allow use from Oak Flat Campground into the Raspberry Mountain area and also down to the old dump site.






Definitions and Specifications Used
Motorized mixed use is defined as use of a NFS road for use by both highway-legal and non-highway-legal vehicles at the same time.


	Motorized Trail Classification and Specifications 

	Class I
	Trail specifications for Class I trail types are designed to accommodate 3 to 4 wheel machines that are 50 inches wide or less (typically referred to as “quads”). Tread width varies from about 48 to 60 inches, with clearing widths up to 72 inches wide.

	Class II
	Trail specifications for Class II trail types are designed to accommodate vehicles that are greater than 50 inches wide – generally these are 4-wheel drive sport utility vehicles, side-by-side utility vehicles, and pickup trucks requiring a wider tread and clearing width than class 1 vehicles.

	Class III
	Trail specifications for Class III trails are designed to accommodate vehicles on two wheels (motorcycles). The tread width varies from 12 to 30 inches with a clearing width of up to 60 inches wide.




Sincerely,


[bookmark: _GoBack]/s/ Tom Hawkins				/s/ Mike Miller
Tom Hawkins					Mike Miller
Chair						Environmental Coordinator
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