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Elders were appointed based on the service they
were already providing to the church (Ac. 14:23;
16:4; Ti. 1:5; 1Tim. 3:8-13). The elders did not
have authority to “lord it over the brethren” (Mt.
20:25-28; Mk. 10:42-45). This is a characteristic
associated with the deeds of the Nicolaitans,
which Christ hated (Rev. 2:6, 15). Instead,
elders are to be helpers of the brethren and give
guidance when needed (2Cor. 1:24). They are
not to be ordained without first being examined
and proven over time (1Tim. 3:1-13).
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