One of the steps in writing a good sermon 


is to ask the question, 



“What book, movie, or song 




does this passage make you think of?”  

As I was processing that question this week, 


the story of a wooden puppet 



who becomes a real boy over time 




to a woodcarver named Gepetto 



solidified in my mind.  

As we have tried to find new stories for Eva to read or hear, 


I had the chance to read the story of Pinocchio 



in the non-Disney version.  


Carlo Collodi's original version is much different, 



but I wanted to make you aware of it, 


because if more fully resembles what Paul's is talking to the Galatians about 



in our passage today.

In Galatians, 


Paul speaks of a Paidagogas (παιδαγωγός),



in verse 24


or leading us to Christ,



 and uses that as a reason for the law to exist.  

The role referenced here, 


is that of a trusted household servant, 



who was not the parent, 



nor the teacher, 


but who's job it is to ensure that the child makes it safely to and from school.  

If you have been on a school field trip, 


you know that it does not take a child much time 



to test the boundaries in a new setting.  

Being a new living puppet, 


Pinocchio test the boundaries as well.  

He was supposed to go to school 


and learn how to be a real boy.  

In the book 


he does not make it to school for the first time 



until almost the end of the story, 


even though that was where he was supposed to go from the start.  

The movie has similar delays on getting to where he needs to be.  


Disney takes the cricket 



and turns him into Pinochio's conscience.  

Jiminy fairs much better in the Disney version, 


as he was smashed by a hammer in chapter 4 in the book 


and comes back later as a ghost,  



still trying to get Pinnochio to go to school.

As we read or watch Pinocchio's story, 


we wonder how such a little wooden puppet 



can get into so much trouble so fast.  

Verse 22 helps clear that up for us, 


“the whole world is a prisoner of sin.”  

We see this in the book time and again, 


as Pinocchio tries to do right 



and others turn his acts of love into sinful acts.  

Paul is telling us that we needed a cricket or conscience, 

or the law 


for a good period of time.  

Pinocchio, 


on his own, 

would have been died early on.  


He sets his feet on fire in the first few chapters, 


is captured by Strombolli, 


escapes and is going to do things right.  

Before you turn the page, 


he is off doing something else 



that he should know better about.  

The same for us.  


How long does it take us to go down a bad path?  

We needed that Paidagogas 


reminding us what to do.  

As I get older 

or the season wears on, 


I also need that Paidagogas to remind me w



hat I was in the middle of doing 



or just starting.  




Why did I grab this screwdriver?

The Paidagogas however, 


did none of the teaching.  

That was the teacher 


or the parents job.  

He was supposed to just help the child make it to the teacher.  

Or as Paul phrases it, 


“the seed.”  

The law kept us alive 


until the next step could happen.  

The cricket tried to do the same.  


Keep Pinocchio alive 



until he could grasp what it means 




to think about others 




instead of yourself.  

Pinnochio learned how weak he was, 


how easy it was to be fooled, 


how others do not always have your best intentions in mind, 



because of the cricket.  

Despite all the challenges that Pinocchio faces, 


both the movie and the book, 



have the cricket disappearing.  

The reason he steps out, 


is that Pinocchio has become a real boy.  



He has matured, 



he has understood the teachings of the teacher 




and is living them out.  



We see this in Pinocchio being willing to lay down his life to save Gepetto.  


He has finally understood what Jesus calls him to 



and enters into living it out fully.  


In doing so, 



he is made into a new creation.  

No longer a puppet made by a woodcarver, 


but the adopted human son of Gepetto.  

The Galatians and we 


are reminded of this same message.  

We are new creations in Jesus Christ 


through trusting that Jesus did what he said he did.  

So Paul is asking, 


if you once were a prisoner, 



and are now free, 


why would you go back to being a prisoner?  

Or you once were a puppet with strings 


and made of wood, 

now you are a real boy with flesh and blood, 


why would you go back to being a puppet?

It seems like a silly question, 


but one we act out all the time.  

We don't always want the freedom, 


the responsibility that comes with being free.  



So we ask to go back to the old ways.  

The Israelites, 


when freed from Egypt, 



multiple times thought it would be better to go back 



and be slaves to the Egyptians 




rather than follow God.  

Paul does not want us to go back, 


despite the Galatians following our pattern.  

He reminds them that they are free.  


This freedom changes the way the world is to operate.  

It means that distinctions can not be something that we hold tightly to 


or use to determine salvation.  

We can not have primary citizens of the kingdom of God 


and secondary citizens.  

Using Pinocchio again, 


he wanted to be a real boy, 



because things were different for him 



than they were for humans.  

Once he made it to the teacher 


and learned his lesson, 



the blue ferry made him a real boy 



with a real family.  

He was no longer a puppet, 


but a human.  
Moving back to following the law, 


would have done a similar maneuver.  

There would have been one class of Jewish Christians 


and another of Gentile Christians.  

This is one of the most dangerous things that Denominations have produced 


for the church in the centuries that followed.  

We have found ways to rank 


or set up situations that run counter to Galatians 3:28, 



“There is neither Jew nor Greek, 



slave nor free, 



male nor female, 


for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

When Pinocchio understood what it meant to be a boy, 


his puppetness did not matter any longer.  

When we understand what it means to be a child of God, 


our nationality, 


status, 


and gender 



are no longer markers of identity for us.  

When we try to make them markers of identity, 


we are going back to the ways of the law 



which has been done away with.  


We are trying to become a puppet again 



instead of living into being a real boy.  

This is why Paul started out the chapter by saying, 


“You foolish Galatians, 



who has bewitched you?”

Some have read the other letters of Paul and asked, 


“How can he say this?  



He talks about going to Jewish synagogues first 




and then meeting with the gentiles, 



he wrote a whole letter to Philemon about how to be a good slave, 



and we will soon dive into roles for males and females 




and husband and wife in this very letter.  

The danger of this age has become 


how we identify ourselves. 

The process of being part of a group 


means that there are others who are not part of your group, 


or who oppose your group.  
One of the few positives about Covid 


was that it did not care what group you were in.  



Your race, 



gender, 



age, 



nationality, 



job, 



and financial standing were all mute.  


It took lives indiscriminatly.  

World leaders at the beginning 


were all about getting the vaccine to humanity 



instead of certain nations initially.  

That ideal fell short, 


because we quickly divided ourselves up 



as soon as a solution was available.  


There was the vaccinated 



versus the unvaccinated, 


but there was also the nations who could afford and produce the vaccine, 



versus those who needed to wait.  


Wealth and power standings became issues again.  

The reason this continues to happen at all levels, 


is that we are not taking Paul seriously enough.  

Our salvation is based on what Jesus did, 


not what we did.  

When we look to Jesus as the standard, 


we see that we are all on an equal playing field.  

No one has an advantage over someone else.  


There are not Jewish Christians 



and Gentile Christians.  


There are not those who have lots to give to the church 



and those who can only give a little.  


There are not things that women can't do 



that men can in the church.  

The reason for this is, 


the standard is Jesus.  

If we are looking to him and his work, 


we are all on equal footing.  
The reason Paul spoke to the Jews before the Gentiles, 

or wrote to Philemon what he did, 

or gave certain directives to men and others to women, 


is that we all need to figure out 



how to make Christ our highest point of identification.  

We all will have different stations in life, 


how do we use them to glorify God.  

If you are coming from a Jewish background 


rather than and gentile, 



it will look a little bit different.  

Slaves and masters are given the same standard, 


but how that works its way out in practical life is different, 



so that needs to be addressed.  




Slaves are to work hard for their masters 




and masters are to treat slaves well, 





because both are brothers in Christ.

When you hold tight that we are all one in Christ, 


the world opens up to you.  

If your identity is based there, 


the majority of the fears and worries of the world fall away.  



You can go where God calls you, 




because your identity is not tied to work, 




but being one in Christ.  



You can serve, love, suffer, 



and fail early and often, 




because your identity is based on being one in Christ.  

If we place it on being Presbyterian, 


or Alaskan, rich, 


who we marry, where we live, 



or anything else; 


at some point, that is going to change 



and who we are disintegrates.

So hear that because of what Christ has done, 


you are a real child of God.  



For you were baptized 



and have put on new clothes that identify you as a child of God, 




not as anything else.  

No matter how popular that other thing is today.  

Tomorrow it will fade away, 


but being a child is eternal.
