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“Connecting with ALL People and Growing with Jesus Christ”

Easter - Not a One-Sunday Event
by Rev. Raven Gaston

As we were reminded by Rev. Wintersteen this week, Easter is not just a one-Sunday event. In fact,
the week before Easter is, for Christians, a time for earnest contemplation concerning what Jesus
experienced before his death and resurrection. A couple of years ago I was reading the story in the
gospels (especially John 19:16-27), and I was deeply moved by Jesus' concern for his mother as he
was dying. I'm not much of a poet, but the following flowed forth from my mind and heart:
He knew his time was running out - his work was almost through.
He could have gone another route - but he knew that wouldn't do.
And so he'd let them nail his hands, and pin them to the wood;
the pain went screaming to his soul - the thief beside him understood.

He'd watched the soldiers nail the sign - quite close above his head;
the sign that Pilate ordered there - "King of the Jews," it said.
He heard the protests of the priests: "He's not our king!" they claimed.
But Pilate had the final say - so Pilate could be blamed.
He saw the soldiers grab his clothes, he heard each cast their lot.
Instead of mercy, grace and love - his clothes - that's all they got.
He also saw the women there, he heard their groans and sighs;
He felt the grief that filled their hearts, saw the tears that filled their eyes.
But one of them - he was her son - she'd borne him in her womb;
And now he knew her time had come, to take him to his tomb.
When he was small she'd carried him, she'd taught him psalms and songs;
He felt her love where e're he was alone, or caught in throngs.
And though he now would die in pain, a ray of joy shone on his face
To know that God had given him - a mother's love, a mother's grace.
So seeing her beneath the cross, he slowly turned his head
And looking towards his faithful friend - "Behold Your Son", to her he said.
He knew this man who'd followed him had wisdom like no other,
so placing Mary in his care - to him he said "Behold Your Mother."
The King of Kings and Lord of Lords - was also Mary's son;
He gave to her his tender care - then gave his life for everyone.
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by Teddy Wintersteen

With an original church building that was built 87 years ago and “the new part the sanctuary” at age 65, First Church’s Board of Trustees has its work cut out
for it. Sam Haney, the new Chair of the Trustees, with a degree in civil engineering, has the aptitude and interest in keeping the old building going.
“I grew up in First Church, and I believe in the support of its mission,” Sam
says. Now his concern centers on maintaining the building to meet the needs
of the changing community around the church.
Replacing the chillers (in the air conditioning systems of the sanctuary and
basement) has been the most recent big project for the Trustees. The cost of
the basement chiller was shared by the church and the Inn Project.
The Nomads, a group of volunteers from across the country who work on
maintenance and building projects, were at First Church this past winter to
help keep the place going. “We have a list of needed projects, then we match
the skills of the Nomads with that list, “Sam says. “We always have plumbing
that needs to be done, and the Nomads are good painters.”
Sam is encouraged by the growing diversity at First Church as well as the
participation of more college students. He is somewhat of an expert on
diversity: he is married to Trang who emigrated from Vietnam about 8 years
ago. “She didn’t speak much English when she arrived,” Sam says, but
romance flourished anyway.
Trang was a loving care-taker when Sam’s mother, Jo Haney, suffered a long
illness. (Jo was a faithful First Church member for many years.)
Now diversity in Sam’s home takes the form of a mostly Vietnamese diet,
Sam says. The couple eats lots of rice and mung bean noodles in pho, a basic
Vietnamese soup, sometimes with caramelized meat for a soup called thit kjo.
We wish Sam and the Board of Trustees lots of energy and interest in keeping
our old church building a comfortable and welcoming place. And we’d sure like
to try some of Trang’s pho soup.

Light Bulb Ideas!
by Cindy Rinehart

As the editor, I will be looking for great articles to include each time we have
a Connect sent out. Please be sure to let me know if you have any ideas for
articles of interest to our congregations. If you don’t want to be the writer,
you can still share a good idea for someone else to write. I look forward to
hearing from you! Thanks, Cindy.

Church and Society / Reconciliation / Mission
by Judy Seoldo

The objectives included in these three disciplines are, in many ways,
related. They simultaneously challenge us to lead by example.
Inspired by God's Word, we seek to understand the needs of others
and to persist in helping them find solutions. Likewise, we respond
to the call to live in harmony with all beings regardless of age, ethnic
origin, sexual orientation or economic status.
To that end, we, as a congregation, take great joy in supporting
the INN Project. There are no words to describe the gestures of
thanksgiving our guests share with us during their stay at the INN.
The generosity of many has made it possible to provide each guest
with a Care Package of personal items to help meet their travel
needs while they journey to their new destinations.
Members of the Reconciliation and Mission Teams have given of
their time and language skills to support Justice for Our Neighbors,
a United Methodist Immigration Ministry. Each month on the 2nd
Saturday, a clinic is held at New Hope United Methodist Church on
South Santa Clara Ave. Individuals seeking a path to citizenship
meet with a lawyer to evaluate their options. Prior to seeing the
lawyer these individuals meet with Spanish speaking volunteers
who conduct an interview to gather essential data. Volunteers
also provide a welcome greeting at the door, offer child care and
refreshments.
Recently, several of the volunteers had an opportunity to hear Dr.
Greg Hess, Pima County Medical Examiner, who gave an excellent
review of how, working with Humane Borders, the Missing Migrant
Program and other organizations, the attempt is made to accurately
document the location where human remains are found in the
desert and to identify what contributed to that loss of life. Whenever
possible, family members are notified.

April Birthdays
05 Doug Wright
07 Beth Walkup
08 Jonathan Lolika
09 Denise Roberts Grzywacz
15 Angelica Lange
16 Blessing Lolika
20 Nancy Vorres
25 Brooklynn Turnbull
27 Mi Won Lee
28 Donald Rollings

April Anniversaries
08 Tim & Lori Medcoff
17 Paul Hyung & Julie

Jiea Cho

[To access calendar on line
click on the link below.]

The plan for this FUMC team is to “Leave the Building” and seek
ways to learn more about the needs of others in our Community and
to determine how we can be of service to them. Please join us, if you
are so inclined.

Save the Date – Sunday, October 29, 2018, Crop Walk.
FUMC will again be the Host Church.
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A Peek Into Our Church History
May Birthdays
05 Frank Lindsey
Lael Mark
12 Amy Marie Johnson
15 Patsy Shook
20 Mark Brunenkant
21 Paul Hyung Cho
22 B. J. Martin

by Lance Cole, Church Historian

In April of 1873, George H. Adams was sent by the Colorado Annual
Conference to establish churches in the Arizona territory. He arrived in
Tucson that year and held church services first in the Courthouse and then
in a saloon. In January 1879, he bought property on Pennington Street from
Samuel Hughes for the building of a church. The cost of the property was
$500. Construction of the church began in April 1879 and was completed in
August of the same year. The first church service in the new building was
held in October of 1879. Our church would later move to a building on
South 6th (1906) and to our current location in 1929.

24 Peter Ageh
26 Carol Humphrey
Joyce Garcia
Tim Medcoff
27 Lana Yoo
29 Joneen Sigette
Andrew Ageh
Sam Haney

May Anniversaries
02 Ozzie & Carol Nelson
21 Jim & Ann Goff
28 Bill & Jeanne Bensema
30 Allan & Teddy
Wintersteen

Quinceañera Party Is an Early Christmas
For a Family at First Church’s Inn Project
by Teddy Wintersteen

Christmas came early for an asylum-seeking family from Mexico who spent
a week at First Church’s Inn project. In what is undoubtedly the first
Quinceañera party thrown at our church, the young woman in the family
was honored when some visiting Pima College students learned she had
not had the traditional party and took things in hand.
A Quinceañera is an important coming-of-age celebration for many young
women in Latin American communities when they turn 15. The students
quickly organized a big party: one of their mothers provided traditional food,
they found a lovely dress for the celebrant, got a DJ and a photographer,
and even arranged for the honoree’s hair and makeup to be done.
As luck would have it, some United Methodist officials concerned with
immigration were meeting at First Church at the time of the party, and two
United Methodist bishops gave the young woman a blessing.
The Mexican family of six children and their mother who had been traveling
for three months before they got to Tucson were “blown away” by the loving
event, Gretchen Lokey, director of the Inn project, says.
Allan Wintersteen, a First Church member who helped drive the family to
Phoenix where they caught a plane to their sponsors in Chicago, says he
felt blessed as well. “Helping them on their way was my best Christmas
gift,” he says.
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From the Health Ministry Office
by Jessie Hansen, BSN, CRRN, FCN, Retired

Hello, First Church Family! My name is Jessie Hansen, and I’m a First
Church member. For those who don’t know me, a brief history. I have
a BS Degree in nursing and Certification as a Rehabilitation RN and
almost 40 years working in hospital-based Physical Rehab, first as a
Rehab Tech and then as an RN. When I retired from the hospital, I
had further training to become a Faith Community Nurse (formerly
known as Parish Nurse).
As a Retired RN I have now taken on the role of Health Ministry
Volunteer. There is now a Health Ministry office located at the East
end of the Social Hall. Yea!!
The first of several learning opportunities was held on March 17 with
a program presented here by Interfaith Community Services (ICS).
“Honoring A Life-Advanced Care Planning” taught us about the
importance of planning for End-of-Life issues and wishes, and how
to begin this essential conversation with family and friends.
Lunch was provided for the attendees before the second part of the
event was presented by Jerry Harvey, CPA, and member of St. Paul’s
UMC. His program, “Don’t Make Your Survivors Go on a Treasure
Hunt!” provided guidance in how to keep a paper record of all the
information an executor of an estate would need in order to assure a
deceased person’s wishes are followed and financial issues resolved.
The seventeen attendees learned essential information to help in
future planning. Anyone who could not attend, but would like to see
the printed information may contact me. I will put a sign-up sheet on
the Health Ministry office door.
Please leave your name and a contact number and I’ll arrange to
show you the information and discuss it if you wish.
Other learning opportunities will be posted on the bulletin board in
the Social Hall as I have time to develop them. There are also many
interesting classes and workshops in the community, and I’ll pass
those along as well. I will also be circulating a survey in the near future
to learn what kinds of topics and classes are of interest.
I look forward to hearing from you to see what you would like as part
of the Health Ministry at First Church!

Sunday
Volunteers Needed
Do you enjoy our
after-church fellowship
hours in the Social
Hall? If you want it to
continue, we need
help! Allan and Teddy
will be leaving for the
summer the first of
May. The people who
help set up and clean up
are tired. We need
someone on Sunday
mornings to:


Organize food
donations
 Make coffee,
lemonade and set
up water
 Clean up
 Purchase the
necessary supplies
(reimbursable).
All these things are now
being done by one or
two people, and it takes
several hours each
Sunday. Perhaps you or
your group could handle
a month at a time?
Please prayerfully
consider these needs;
and if you can help, see
Diana Gertz or Margo
Kahler.

Blessings to all!
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Notes for the Spirit
by Eunji Lee, Music Director

Welcoming
Our New Members
On March 25, 2018,
Palm Sunday, FUMC
welcomed the following
as new members:
Denise Roberts
Grzywacz
Amy Johnson
William (Bill) Warnock
& Insook Bae
Daughters:
Sumin Lee
Luyeon Lee
Esther Lee

Caroline Fish
Sharon (Share) Fowlkes
Dave & Diane Russell
Daughter:
Victoria Russell

I would like to talk about one of my favorite Korean church anthems,
“Without His Grace,” which was already introduced by the voices of our
church choir twice during this Lenten Season. When this anthem was
published in South Korea, a lot of Christians were greatly inspired by
this music. I can’t forget how much I was amazed and touched by the
music when I experienced this anthem for the first time. The most
fascinating element in the music is the text, which presents a sincere
confession.

Without His grace, I can’t be standing tall.
Without the love and power He showed on the Cross,
I won’t be standing tall.
According to the composer, Seung-eun Jo, this text is based on two
parts of the Bible.
But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,
he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but
because of his mercy. He saved through the washing of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us
generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.
- Titus 3:4-6 (NIV)
For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from
observing the law.
- Roman 3:28 (NIV)
In an interview with her, she talked about the background of the birth
of this anthem:
“I believed blessing from God depended on my behavior-- if I did well, I
would be rewarded; if not, I would be punished by God. However, God
made me realize that the salvation does not depend on my effort, or not
even on my righteousness and good intent; but it is given by Grace,
which is the gift of God, and which is, at the same time, the perfect love
itself.”
“This music provides the core of the Gospel; what Jesus did for our
salvation and how it made our lives different. This is the reason why I
wanted to share this music with the American congregation. I hope this
music could contribute to nurturing our faith and giving us a chance to
reflect the meaning of the true grace and love of Jesus.”
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Experiencing the 2018 Olympics in
PyeongChang, South Korea
By Chuck and Judi Brandt

2018 Olympics

Our first impression of Korea was that it is a vibrant, modern country.
On the road from Incheon (on the east coast) to PyeongChang (on the
west coast) we travelled on newly built freeways with massive amounts
of new construction along the way, mostly high rise housing. We
wondered as we went, is there any flat land in Korea?
As we have been to many Olympics, we were delighted to see how
well the Koreans provided for the spectators. We found the thousands
of volunteers to be very happy and helpful and the buses festive and
colorful.

Tourist Police giving our grandsons
Korean Flag pins!

On this trip we were accompanied by our son and two of our grandsons, ages eleven and eight. On one occasion it was heart warming
to watch the boys enjoy playing ice hockey with some Korean boys.
They couldn’t talk to each other, but they sure had fun playing together.
The food was a fun part of our adventure. Corn dogs covered with
French fries was a hit with the boys, and we all enjoyed the Korean
BBQ. Our table had 54 dishes and cups by the end of the meal.

Welcome to Korean!
Soohorang and Bandabi, Mascots

The Olympic events were exciting. We especially enjoyed the half-pipe,
where the US won both the gold and the silver, and the short track
speed skating. The Koreans did well and the predominantly Korean
crowd was so supportive.
We left Korea after our ten day experience very impressed with the
country and the wonderful people.

Welcome Our Newest Members—The Russells
by Cindy Rinehart

Three of our newest members are Dave and Diane Russell and their
daughter Victoria. This family comes to us from Long Beach, California
where they attended Los Altos Church. They have lived in Tucson for
only six months.

The Meet 'n Eat group
would like to invite you
to a no host lunch at
Mimi's Cafe at
Wetmore and Oracle
on Friday, May 11, at
11:30 a.m. RSVP to
Glen or Shirley Murray,
297-4796 or email
gsmurray56@comcast.net,

by Wed., May 9.

Both Dave and Diane, who are now retired, worked in the defense
industry in corporate security for Northrop Grumman and Rockwell.
Dave is interested in computers and photography while Diane is very
involved with animal rights and preservation of wildlife. Diane would like
to be involved with women’s groups here at our church and misses the
Wednesday night meals for all generations at her former church.
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Make Jo Haney’s Wonderful Lemon Curd
Donate Sanctuary Flowers
Would you like to place
flowers in the sanctuary in
honor or memory of a
loved one? If so, please
write your name on the
flower calendar located on
the wall outside the
church office. You will be
contacted to learn what
type of flowers you wish
and what you would like
placed in the Sunday
bulletin. Please make
checks payable to FUMC in
the amount of $35.00.

915 E 4th Street
Tucson, AZ 85719

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed - Friday
office@firstchurchtucson.org
www.firstchurchtucson.org
Sundays at First Church:
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Fellowship
11:45 am Korean Worship
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by Teddy Wintersteen

Jo Haney was a longtime member of FUMC, where her lovely
singing voice graced our choir for many years. I recently found a
copy of her recipe for lemon curd, which I made to the delight of
everyone who’s tasted it. It’s very simple except you must cook
it very carefully and stir constantly. Because of the eggs, it
scorches very easily.
In a blender, blend 5 eggs, 2/3 cup fresh lemon juice (nice if you
have a lemon tree in your yard), 4 tsp. of fresh lemon zest ( I
often use more zest), and 3 cups of sugar. Blend well. Add ½
cup of melted butter, cooled. Blend again.
Cook over a medium-low heat in a heavy pot until it thickens
and bubbles.
Lemon curd is a wonderful topping for scones, toast, or cake. It
is good mixed with whipped topping or whipped cream.

