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379  O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL
1	O come, all ye faithful,
	Joyful and triumphant!
	O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
	Come and behold Him
	Born the king of angels:  Refrain

Ref	O come, let us adore Him,
	O come, let us adore Him,
	O come, let us adore Him,
	     Christ the Lord!

2	Highest, most holy,
	Light of Light eternal,
	Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
	Son of the Father
	Now in flesh appearing!  Refrain

3	Sing, choirs of angels,
	Sing in exultation,
	Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
	Glory to God
	In the highest:  Refrain

4	Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
	Born this happy morning;
	Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n!
	Word of the Father
	Now in flesh appearing!  Refrain
Text: Public Domain
	
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

Pastor	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation	Amen.

Pastor	Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
 
Pastor	Our help is in the name of the Lord,
Congregation	who made heaven and earth.
Pastor	I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
Congregation	and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Pastor	O almighty God, merciful Father,
Congregation	I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Pastor	Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation	Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT	Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10
The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
	and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
	His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The Lord has made known his salvation;
	he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
	All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
	break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
	is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
	and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

368	ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
1	Angels we have heard on high,
	     Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
	And the mountains in reply,
	     Echoing their joyous strains.  Refrain

Ref	Gloria in excelsis Deo.
	Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2	Shepherds, why this jubilee?
	     Why your joyous strains prolong?
	What the gladsome tidings be
	     Which inspire your heav’nly song?  Refrain

3	Come to Bethlehem and see
	     Him whose birth the angels sing;
	Come, adore on bended knee
	     Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  Refrain
Text: Public Domain

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor	The Lord be with you.
Congregation	And also with you.
 
Pastor	Let us pray.
Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among us and follow its directing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 
Congregation	Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING	Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15
1The Lord said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”
	3Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the Lord brought you out from this place. . . .
	11“When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12you shall set apart to the Lord all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the Lord’s. 13Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. 14And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’”
 
Pastor	This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation	Thanks be to God.


EPISTLE	Colossians 3:12-17
	12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

 
Pastor	This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation	Thanks be to God.


HOLY GOSPEL	Luke 2:22-40
Pastor	The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Congregation	Glory to You, O Lord.
 
	22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
	according to your word;
30for my eyes have seen your salvation
	31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
	and for glory to your people Israel.”
	33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
	36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
	39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
 
Pastor	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation	Praise to You, O Christ.


393  	INFANT HOLY, INFANT LOWLY
1	Infant holy,
	     Infant lowly,
	For His bed a cattle stall;
	     Oxen lowing,
	     Little knowing
	Christ the child is Lord of all.
	     Swiftly winging,
	     Angels singing,
	     Bells are ringing,
	     Tidings bringing:
	Christ the child is Lord of all!
	Christ the child is Lord of all!

2	Flocks were sleeping,
	     Shepherds keeping
	Vigil till the morning new
	     Saw the glory,
	     Heard the story,
	Tidings of a Gospel true.
	     Thus rejoicing,
	     Free from sorrow,
	     Praises voicing,
	     Greet the morrow:
	Christ the child was born for you!
	Christ the child was born for you!
Text: Public Domain

SERMON

366	IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR
1	It came upon the midnight clear,
		That glorious song of old,
	From angels bending near the earth
		To touch their harps of gold:
	“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,
		From heav’n’s all-gracious king.”
	The world in solemn stillness lay
		To hear the angels sing.

2	Still through the cloven skies they come
		With peaceful wings unfurled,
	And still their heav’nly music floats
		O’er all the weary world.
	Above its sad and lowly plains
		They bend on hov’ring wing,
	And ever o’er its babel sounds
		The bless-ed angels sing.

3	All you, beneath your heavy load,
		By care and guilt bent low,
	Who toil along a dreary way
		With painful steps and slow:
	Look up, for golden is the hour,
		Come swiftly on the wing,
	The Prince was born to bring you peace:
		Of Him the angels sing.

4	For lo, the days have come to pass
		By prophets seen of old,
	When down into the circling years
		Came Christ as was foretold.
	His word of peace shall to the earth
		God’s ancient promise bring,
	And all who take this gift will hear
		The song the angels sing.
Text: Public Domain


APOSTLES’ CREED
Congregation	I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor	Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us.
 
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation	hear our prayer.
Pastor	May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation	hear our prayer.
Pastor	Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation	hear our prayer.
Pastor	Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation	hear our prayer.
Pastor	Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation	hear our prayer.
Pastor	Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation	hear our prayer.
Pastor	And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
Congregation	hear our prayer.
Pastor	We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Congregation	Amen.
 

BENEDICAMUS	LSB 218
Pastor	Let us bless the Lord.
Congregation	Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
Pastor	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Congregation	Amen.

380  HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING
1	Hark! The herald angels sing,
	“Glory to the newborn King:
	     Peace on earth and mercy mild,
	     God and sinners reconciled!”
	Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
	Join the triumph of the skies;
	With the_angelic host proclaim,
	“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  Refrain

Ref	Hark! The herald angels sing,
	“Glory to the newborn King!”

2	Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
	Christ, the everlasting Lord,
	     Late in time behold Him come,
	     Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
	Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
	Hail the_incarnate Deity!
	Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
	Jesus, our Immanuel!  Refrain

3	Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
	Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
	     Light and life to all He brings,
	    Ris’n with healing in His wings.
	Mild He lays His glory by,
	Born that man no more may die,
	Born to raise the sons of earth,
	Born to give them second birth.  Refrain
Text: Public Domain
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