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A bridge is a structure built for
the purpose of providing a
passage over obstacles.

Violence Ends. Empowerment Begins.
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MISSION
STATEMENT

The prevention and
elimination of domestic
violence and sexual as-
sault. We work to en-
hance safety and to
promote equality in
relationships. We are
opposed to the use of
violence to control the
lives of others. The
Bridge is committed to
eliminating violence in
the lives of women, chil-
dren, and men through
empowerment, education
and social change.

HEALTHY
RELATIONSHIPS

The Bridge promotes
healthy relationships.

We focus on the safety of
victims when working

with them. Every situa-
tion and individual we
work with is different,

and so are the outcomes.
We continue to do our
best to change the lives of
the people we work with.
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— D TEEN DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH!
4 | As a parent, or adult do you believe that teen dating violence is an is-
) sue? Or, do you admit you don’t even know if it is an issue? On the
contrary, though 82% of adults felt confident that they could recognize
the signs if their child was experiencing dating abuse, a majority of par-

ents (59%) could not correctly identify all the warning signs of abuse.
Another startling statistic is that only 33% of teens who were in an abusive relationship, ever
told anyone about the abuse. Nearly 1.5 million high school students nationwide experience
physical abuse from a dating partner in a single year. One in three girls in the US is a victim
of physical, emotional or verbal abuse from a dating partner. One in ten high school students
has been purposefully hit, slapped or physically hurt by a boyfriend or girlfriend. Why the
focus on young people? Girls and young women between the ages of 16 and 24 experience
the highest rate of intimate partner violence, almost triple the national average. Among fe-
males of intimate partner violence, 94% of those age 16-19 and 70% of those age 20-24 were
victimized by a current of former boyfriend or girlfriend. Nearly 43% of dating college women
report experiencing violent and abusive dating behaviors. College students are not equipped
to deal with dating abused57% say it is difficult to identify and 58% say they do not know
how to identify if someone is experiencing it. Dating violence can have many long lasting ef-
fects. Violent relationships in adolescence can have serious ramifications by putting the vic-
tims at a higher risk for substance abuse, eating disorders, risky sexual behavior and further
domestic violence. Lack of awareness needs to be the focus of our educational outreach.
We need to be aware that those that have been abused are not coming forward, or the
adults in their lives do not recognize the powerful signs of victims.

“HUDDLE UP!" EDUCATE AWARENESS!

Educate yourself and others to end teen dating abuse. By raising awareness, speaking up, helping
a friend at risk and acting as an engaged bystander, we can work together to help teens recog-

nize the warning signs and have healthy dating relationships. With teens becoming romantic at

such a young age, as young as 12 and 13 years old, it is imperative for you to discuss healthy
relationship with your teen early and often.

Define a healthy relationship to your child.

3. Communication: In a healthy relationship, each partner feels comfortable expressing

Compromise: Every relationship experiences disagreements. In healthy relationships, both
ties look to find common ground and try to find a solution.

of that person. It is offering encouragement to build each other up, rather than looking to
each other down.

BE INVOLVED! BE AWARE! COMMUNICATE!
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Care: Caring for someone is respecting that person enough to be compassionate and sugp
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thoughts and feelings without being fearful or made to feel guilty or fear of being slapped.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH FOR TEEN DATING VIOLENCE Awareness Moigth!

We take our hats off to many of the high schools in our five county area for putting awgreness
popcorn concessions at various sporting events, Elementary through high school classgs supy
concepts about respectfulness, bullying, positive character traits, letting The Bridge put @ip disp
factual bits in their daily bulletins to help us accomplish our outreach mission of spreadirjg awar
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achieve these factors. Dodge, Washington, Saunders, Cuming, and BJrt. The

Jeattiy (K @
‘ 9 ’ We are thrilled to be working with two graphic design students from Fremopt Publ
who have and continue to design fliers, posters and for designing our upgoming
board. We are gifted with many kind individuals. Be looking for out outreagh mate
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SUPPORT TEENAGE DATING VIOLENCE MONTH BY WEARING OFS&NgGE ON

pictures of any activities you partake in February to: Linda Schlapfer a§The B
lindss@bridgefromviolence.com

Graphics: Lauren VetterFremont Senior High

Email: lindas@bridgefromviolence.com

Sock it to LOVE AND KI NDNESS! Get your BebroawkAnys ¢ c ks
time you catch someone, an organization, friend, child, family member, (list is endless), making a kind, .

loving difference, shap a picture, add a small description, and email it to Linda Schlapfer, at THE

BRI DGE! We will post our top o0l ove socks! é Re me m
struggling soul know t hat fPdieiaRolaccos st i | | l ove ln t

Scribner/Snyder 4th grade students are confident they
know how to show respectfulness to all, and not to pass
judgment on others. Each student decorated an individual
flower petal, putting all final petals together to make a
class flower. This flower showed that all petals are differ-
ent, and the uniqueness of each makes for a flower/team
of beauty!

THE BRIDGE



The following names are of those who donated to The Bridge between the dates of January 1st -Present. We regret the accidental ~ omission of any
donor. Thank you for your donation and continued support; We could not do it without you!

Dawn Gall Bluff Trinity Lutheran Lisa Nitzsche St. Johnés Lutheran
Hooper Care Center ChurchfiwWomen of the LCMC Ellen M. Haskins WELCA

St. Anneds Al t AmericgipFarm énsugance Keith Lallman VSL Hooper LLC

Lenore Peatrowsky Joe Caruso Janet Brabec Oral Surgery Associates
Cierra Feck Platte Valley Church of Christ  Steve and Emily Fink Omaha

Kathy Prosch Chris and Joni Spellmeier Phyllis Gates Carolyn and J. Evan Nord-
Darlene Prokop JB and Sandy Bruckner Washington County Bank strom

JR Reznicek Farms Rick and Mary Jo Spalding ~ Employees/Emily Petersen ~ Chirist Lutheran Church
Wayne andJacklynn Petersen Helen Lannin First Presbyterian Church Sheryl and Ke'th Tank
St. Paul 6s Lut Redand GyndylKeerberand Cedar Bluffs, NE Lynn and Jeannine Moeller
Uehling Larry Eatonfi In Memory of Michael and Cindi Brass Janis BrownfiIn honor of
Abe Krasne Home Furnish-  Hazel Dillon Jeremy Rehwaldt Jenny Watzke

ings Scott and Alisa Glienke The Vetter Foundation Mike and Amy Brannon

VOI u n teer a t T h e \\ \ \ - ;*J'r:\r:; Bzr(;dl%i* staffed 8,439 volunteer hours ;
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