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You would think in the middle of winter and a Pandemic there would not be much going on at
JRSC, and if you have not been attending the meetings or getting involved in the various projects,
you would probably have that incorrect impression.
I have talked to quite a few members over the previous few weeks and was disappointed to hear
a few people expressing doubts if they would renew their membership because not much was
happening at the club and they didn’t see much chance of anything happening next year. How
wrong those people are. How mistaken.
The virus has certainly had an effect on what we can do, and how we need to interact. Social
events have to be planned much more carefully than they were in the past, and in many cases
were delayed. However, as I have said in previous articles, we are blessed with a sport that takes
place outdoors and in small groups where you can establish a relatively safe bubble of people you
can trust. While I personally will have to remain extra cautious for the next several months until I
get my turn, I do see progress with vaccinations and many of my friends and family being able to
get their shots. It will not mean a complete return to normal pre-Covid activity, those people are
still able to get and pass along the virus, but it will reduce the likelihood for major sickness for all
of us.
As for nothing going on at Jolly Roger, how wrong peoples’ impressions are. I think this coming
year will be a very busy and exciting one, but it will need a lot of help from members.
One of your Trustees managed to find some used finger docks at a very attractive price. Originally, I wasn’t keen to spend money on our dock system – I don’t use it (selfish reason) and most of
our members don’t either, so why put more money into it? It was pointed out to me however
that floating finger docks will make members’ lives easier especially those a little less able than
they were in their youth, and if we advertise them maybe we can raise a little income for the club
instead of them being a financial burden. Your Board spent some time discussing and considering
the opportunity, and in the end, decided to go ahead and get enough used dock sections for 20
fingers. These will be 20ft long and allow us to side tie to a finger making getting on and off the
boat very much easier. These are used docks, and the project will require some help from the
membership to make repairs to the fingers, modify the existing main dock and install the floating
sections.
Thinking past the Spring, I have had a couple of requests to extend the fun Saturday races I started at the end of last year to either every week or biweekly. It was also requested we make them
a fun sail, not just a race - so some weeks it will be a fun race, and others a short cruise -
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somewhere close like Turtle Island, NCYC, Maumee Bay or one of the nearby Yacht Clubs who happen to be having an event (we all like to
eat!). The idea is to have some destination sails suitable to beginner sailors and smaller boats.
I am also thinking of doing a Monday night race series if there is interest. Let’s see if we can make Jolly Roger the talk of Point Place in a
good way. I would like Monday races to be an “invite a beginner night”, where crews are newbies. We have a large number of social
members who don’t typically sail, so let’s try and get them out on a boat. The club and juniors own several boats – a few keel boats, and a
good number of FJs and 420s. Even if you are a social member without a boat, an Associate who keeps their boat elsewhere or active
member who doesn’t dock at Jolly Roger, there is no reason you can’t come on out and participate.
Membership and Board meetings have been held virtually since the Covid restrictions. We have streamlined the meetings having those
presenting reports do so in a written format and sent prior to the meeting to all those attending. For general meetings, I have been sending out the information to all members so you stay informed. It makes the meetings significantly shorter. Once meetings become in person again, I intend to continue this format. It is hoped that the regular business of the meeting can be concluded in 30-45 minutes and
the remaining time be used for some kind of fun presentation to the members present. It might be on a trip taken, a skill (navigation, racing, maintenance) or simply a general interest subject. Hopefully when restrictions are lifted we can also have some kind of Pot luck. I
would like the meeting to evolve into something members look forward to attending. If you have ideas for a short 20-30 minute presentation, please let me know.
This year is the 75th Anniversary of JRSC and if you have been paying attention to our Vice Commodore’s articles, you will know we are
planning an on the river race, a past commodores meet and greet reception where you will get a chance to talk with some of the founding members of the club about the “good old days”, along with entertainment throughout out the day and a meal.
Lastly (but certainly not least) I have talked with Phil Fry about doing 2 adult sail classes this year – one in the Spring and one in the Fall.
We have also talked about the possibility of doing a short evening introduction to sailing class right off our Jolly Roger docks in either 22s
or FJs. These boats are ideal for people starting out, plus it is a safe and protected location. Getting people active in boats that fit Jolly
Roger’s docks will hopefully encourage participation and involvement with the club.
As I said at the start, there is lots going on. It can’t happen however with just the few people. This is an ambitious calendar of events for
our 75th year and intended to re-vitalize Jolly Roger and shake off some to the general apathy and Covid stresses that have crept in.
I am asking each and every one of you to sign up for something, come out to the club and support something - anything. We need folks
who can make dock repairs, general muscle to move docks, planners and supporters for events, racers and cruisers to make our on the
water programs a success, teachers (and students) to support adult sailing, and finally people who just want to come out and have a good
time.
I and everyone trying to put together an event, or simply create an upbeat atmosphere at the club, will appreciate your help. If you could
talk up Jolly Roger around the neighborhood, your work place, church or other social gatherings, that would be great. If we can get some
non-members to try out sailing….even better. In the near future, printed posters and handouts will be available for you to distribute.
I have seen what Jolly Roger’s members can do when they try, having been at the club when we had our 50 th year celebrations. Please
don’t just sit on your butt couch complaining nothing is happening at the club. We need your help. Don’t just assume someone else will
make it all happen. Call/Text or Email Jon Miga to help with the docks, Jan Wasilausky to help with the 75 th, Phil Fry to be involved with
Adult Sailing or myself if you want to take part (or have suggestions) for weekend fun sailing events or have general questions.
Neil Whitehead

419-376-6463

jrsccommodore2021@gmail.com

Jan Wasilausky

419-698-4122 or 419-466-8916

jrscvicecommodore2021@gmail.com

John Miga

419-539-4253

migajm@bex.net

Phil Fry

419-283-1340

jrscmembership@gmail.com

Let’s make the 75th year of Jolly Roger the best year so far. GET INVOLVED!

Commodore Neil
2

Vice Commodore
Jan Wasilausky
419-698-4122
419-466-8916
jrscvicecommodore2021@gmail.com

After a month in the deep freeze, we are finally above freezing again and my thoughts are turning to sailing. I'm so glad we are getting
closer to the time we will be working on boats and getting them into the water.

Your Commodore and Officers have many exciting plans and activities for our club, (see Commodore Neil’s article) and our Bar Chair (I
have an in with him) is planning to support those activities by having our “Pirates Cove” outdoor patio open again this year. I, for one, am
looking forward to the after-race comradery.

Plans for the 75th anniversary party are moving along, including a race on the Ottawa River, a JRSC Past Commodores reception, dinner
with band to follow. It will be a club centered day. I am very excited about the enthusiasm expressed by the committee and am looking
forward to a fun day for all.
Keep watch in the Skulldugger for special 75th Anniversary memorabilia items, Marge Hansen has some great ideas….

Vice-Commodore Jan
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75th

Saturday

Anniversary

August 7, 2021

Celebration

at
JRSC

March 2021

Ahoy Mates!!!

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
JRSC—General Meeting (virtual), Tuesday, March 9th, 7 p.m.
JRSC—Board Meeting (virtual), Tuesday, March 23rd, 7 p.m.
JRSC—General Meeting (virtual), Tuesday, April 13th, 7 p.m.
JRSC—Lunch Bunch, Wednesday, April 21st, 11:45 a.m., at MRYC
JRSC—Board Meeting (virtual), Tuesday, April 20th, 7 p.m.

“Lunch Bunch”
Vince Hebert
419-340-3618
vcatvince@hotmail.com

Mark your calendars now!!!
Lunch Bunch will resume on
Wednesday, April 21st
at 11:45....Maumee River Yacht Club.
Until then……

Capt. Vince
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March 14

A VARIETY OF SWEATSHIRTS AND T-SHIRTS WILL SOON BE AVAILABLE !!

Men’s T-Shirts are available in black, white and blue.
Women’s T-Shirts are available in black,
white and pink.
Sizes available XS—3XL
Important Note:
For the women’s T-shirts,
they are form fitted and run smaller than unisex garments.
Ladies, please choose your T-shirts accordingly.
You may want to choose one or two sizes larger.

Sweatshirts are available
in black and white.
Unisex sized.
Sizes available SM to 3XL

Priced at $16

Priced at $28

Larger sizes for T-Shirts & Sweatshirts are available upon request.

PRE-ORDERS ARE BEING TAKEN NOW AT THE PRICES LISTED AND MUST BE RECEIVED BY APRIL 15TH.
THERE WILL BE AN UP-CHARGE FOR ORDERS PLACED AFTER APRIL 15TH,
SO PLEASE GET YOUR ORDERS IN NOW.
CONTACT MARGE HANSEN AT 419-893-9312.
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Rhumb Line

a course that keeps a constant bearing

February 2021

Water Levels
Going into February, we saw the lowest ice accumulation on the Great Lakes in half a century,
according to the Canadian Coast Guard. During the month, the ice cover did increase. From
7.2% coverage at the end of January, it has increased to 12.9% coverage as of the end of February. Typically, coverage at this time of year would be 50-55%.
This reduced ice cover has widespread implications including significant shoreline damage in
the winter months, increased runoff and spring flooding to name a few. These effect not only
our environment but also our wallets. Someone has to pay for the damages caused by wild
swings in climate on the Great Lakes.
For sailors, we are also concerned about depths. As of the end of February, the US Army Corps
of Engineers have projected that all of the Great Lakes, with the exception of Lake Ontario. will
be at levels below last years levels. Lake Ontario is projected to maintain the same levels. Despite the fall in levels, all lakes will remain above chart datum.
(Thanks to Phil Fry for providing this article)
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Claiming
Turtle
Island
One-hundred-and-thirty-eight years after it began, the border war between the states of
Michigan and Ohio finally ended on Feb. 22, 1973.
That’s the date the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Turtle Island, a 1.5-acre spit of land in
Lake Erie, fell in Ohio territorial waters alone — not half in both states as Michigan had
long maintained.

Seen in this 1958 Blade archive photo by Carl Gifford, Turtle Island’s earliest known use
was as a hunting ground for the Miami Indians; it was named for one of their councilors,
Chief Little Turtle. By 1794 British troops were stationed on the six-acre island in their unsuccessful bid to halt U.S. Gen. Anthony Wayne’s conquest of the Northwest Territory, including Detroit.
In subsequent decades, Turtle Island accommodated American troops, a yacht club, a
dredging operation and countless day-trippers who would take their boats to the island to
picnic. Even so, Lake Erie storms continued to lash at its shores, reducing the island to less
than an acre today.
The Supreme Court ruling resolved the last remaining dispute from a conflict that dated to
the early 1830s, when both the then-territory of Michigan and State of Ohio coveted
Maumee Bay for their port. In 1835, Michigan finally ceded the “Toledo strip” to Ohio under pressure from Congress and President Andrew Jackson to gain its statehood.
But those 1835 boundary lines only pertained to land. The debate over where the state line
should be drawn in the waters of Lake Erie continued for another century plus, with both
states claiming all or part of Turtle Island.

In the early ’70s, Congress dispatched a special master who determined that the boundary
line was angled to the northeast, as Ohio maintained, not a straight line through the island
as Michigan contended.
The high court upheld the special master’s report with its 1973 ruling, and thus ended once
and for all the Toledo War.
Toledo Blade, First Published February 5, 2018
(Many may already know all of this, but thought it would be fun to put into print anyway. Thanks Commodore Neil for sharing)
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CLASSIFIEDS

March 2021

If you have anything you would like to advertise here, please let us know. No charge
for members.

Homemade wooden sailing/rowing dinghy.
8' x 4' with centerboard and rudder.
With trailer. $750
Contact Steve Barry 419-885-1868

jrscpublicity@gmail.com

Greiner Symmetrical Spinnaker for Sale:

$350

Yellow/Green/Blue/Pink. 40ft Luff x 20.5ft Foot.
Excellent condition and still has that new feel to it.

Text or Call:
Neil Whitehead
419 376 6463
This was used on boats in the 30-34ft range.

From the Editors
Bill & Judy Owens
jrscpublicity@gmail.com

Cut off date for the April 2021 edition will be March 26th.
www.facebook.com/jollyrogersailing club
www.jollyrogersailingclub.com
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7 pm
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April 2021
Sun

Mon
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12

13

14

General Meeting
7 pm

National
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Day

18

19

20

21
Lunch Bunch
11:45 @ MRYC

24

9

26

27
Board Meeting
7 pm
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JRSC
5961 Edgewater Drive
Toledo, OH 43611

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
SINCE 1946 ON THE BANKS OF THE OTTAWA RIVER IN TOLEDO, OHIO

MEMBER OF I -LYA and AYC

ADVERTISEMENT DOES NOT REPRESENT AN ENDORSEMENT BY JOLLY ROGER SAILING CLUB OR ITS MEMBERS.
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