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“So with Yourselves; since you are eager for spiritual gifts,
strive to excel in them for building up the church”
-1 Corinthians 14:12

OUR MISSION IS...
...to grow our faith in Christ and share it with others,
to connect people to God and to each other through love, and
to create hope by providing opportunities for people to serve.

PHONE:
559-896-2691
EMAIL:
fccselma@sbcglobal.net
WEBSITE:
www.selmadisciples.com

Dear Church Family,
I want to give you an update on our church financial situation. Thanks to your
generosity, some awesome fund-raising and our “tightening of the belt,” we have
had a good two months. The details are shown below. We have been able to
make payroll, pay our monthly bills, and get caught up on our outreach donations. We are going in the right direction but still have work to do to pay back the
amounts we borrowed from our savings accounts.
Income
Expenses
Shortfall / Overage

June 2018
$ 8,708.06
$ 8,861.80
($153.74)

July 2018
$ 13,996.30
$ 7,185.35
+$6,810.95

On August 16th Pastor Maria hosted an informal gathering of our church leaders
and Rosario Ibarra from the Disciples of Christ Church Extension, based in Indianapolis. We had a very honest and thorough discussion about options for our
future. A summary of this meeting will be shared with the congregation as soon
as we can.
We also want to thank you for your generosity for the supplies many of you donated. This helped the bottom line very much and we received almost all of the
items requested. Here are a few things still needed:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rolls of stamps
Color paper, 24lb weight
Large Post-it tablets
Toilet Paper, 1-ply only
Multi-Folded Paper towels (available at Nelson’s)
Trash Bags 33 gallon

Again, thank you for being supportive members of the congregation. We know
that First Christian Church is a positive force in Selma – and will be for years to
come!
Sincerely,
Marsha Staley
Stewardship Chairperson

Concerts at First Christian Church
September 15, 2018, 7 PM
Dakota Simpson, Tenor
&
September 30, 2:00 PM
“Back from Germany Concert"
Please join Jordan Williams, Christian Cabral, Emma
DenBesten, and Alejandra Tejeda, as they share music
they have learned and worked on in Germany while developing their skills as vocalists and pianist.

REV. MINION
Today is my Friday.
I hear this pretty much every day of the week. It
seems like I hear it more and more all the time.
Remember when most places were closed on
Sundays? Those days are long past.
Most of us think of the work week as Monday through
Friday, with weekends free to spend doing things that
aren’t work. Like shopping and going out to eat, and
calling the cell phone company to find out why your bill
was so high last month.
People who work in retail, restaurants and call centers, on the other hand,
have to be there on weekends. We count on those people to be there to serve
us when we don’t have to be at weekday work places.
And then there are all the creative people - musicians, singers, dancers,
actors - whose major performances are often on weekend nights and Sunday
afternoons. We enjoy getting to go and be amazed by their talents. We enjoy
being able to spend weekends with friends and family doing all sorts of fun
weekend things.
And when things go wrong we want to be able to get help right away. We
depend on members of law enforcement agencies, firefighters, paramedics and
all sorts of emergency response folks to be at the other end of the phone 24/7.
We want to know that healthcare workers are on the job in emergency rooms,
hospitals, convalescent centers, and home hospice care.
Come Sunday morning, when we wonder where folks are, remember . . .
Some are putting on their uniforms to go keep the public safe. Some are making
sure your loved one is getting her medication. Some are serving food to the
church crowd.
Some are feeding the animals at the shelter.
Some are sitting in a call center explaining how billing works.
And all of them are wishing they were here.
How can we make All means ALL stretch to include these folks?
are gratefully accepted.
Pastor Maria

All ideas

September is upon us. Most of the youth that had planned to go away to school
have left for their respective schools and have started classes. School is in session all over the valley and we find ourselves falling into a more traditional routine. While summer trips and activities can be exciting, there is something almost
soothing about getting back to a regular schedule.
Speaking of schedules, we’re still trying to finalize schedules for the various
Youth and Young Adult groups. We’ve had a couple of new people join us over
the summer, which is very exciting. I’ve asked each person to fill out an information form that gives me an idea of their availability to meet during the week.
Once I get these information sheets back, I’ll be working to figure out the meeting dates/times for each group. (If you still need a Youth Information Sheet,
please let me know. I’ll leave extra copies in the church office. Once completed,
they can be left in my box.)
My desire in defining the groups is to create an environment where everyone is
both comfortable and challenged. Where people feel comfortable talking about
whatever is on their heart. Where we can learn about God and have fun. Where
we can discuss subjects and agree to disagree if necessary. Groups where All
means ALL, just like in our church. As the schedules are finalized, they will be
published in the Caller.
Thank you for your love and support of the Youth and Young Adults in our congregation and our youth groups. I believe that it truly takes a village to raise a responsible adult. Each of you has a hand in that evolution and I appreciate your
contributions.
Leah Torosian

All are welcome, please come join us!
Miriam Group
Tuesday, September 11th
9:30 AM
April Langstraat (2307 Azalea, Selma)
Esther Group
Saturday, September 8th
9:30 AM
Jennifer Earle (1327 Peach, Selma).
If you would like to know more call
Jennifer Earle – 896-2358 or April Langstraat – 896-1026

Where do you want to eat this month? Call April Langstraat (896-1026) with
your ideas.

Board Meeting
Sunday, September 9th
at 12:00 PM

Choir Rehearsals Begin
WEDNESDAY

SEPT 5, 2018 @ 7:17 PM
Choir rehearsal will be moving to
Wednesdays.
All are welcome, please join us!

PRAYER REQUESTS AND GRATITUDE
Don Yingst wishes to thank everyone for their continued prayers. His pacemaker battery
was successfully replaced and the infection in his legs are improving.
Please keep Josue Guevara, he is the minister of Iglesiapc Selma that meets in our
building Sunday & Wednesday nights. His father, Bolivar Guevara, has passed to his
eternal rest. Please keep Josue and his family in your prayers.
Debbie Brown has asked for us to pray for her former boss, Marsy Nikkel, who has been
out on disability for over a year. She is having to find another doctor, because her current
physician has been diagnosed with stage 4 cancer and has to close her practice. Marsy is
requesting prayer for herself and her doctor as well. The doctor's name is Sue.
Lots of prayers are needed for my nephew Matt who has been living on drugs for a very
long time. He's 31 yrs. old and my brother just took him to the hospital after having a couple
of seizures. They have also found a spot on his lungs and will be doing a biopsy. He's been
living on the streets in Philadelphia, PA and it's really been hard on my brother Tom and his
wife Mary, along with all of us. So prayers, prayers, prayers! Thanks, Bonnie Murray
Dear First Christian Church Ladies,
What a blessing to have each of you contribute to our celebration of mom, Margaret
Langstraat. It meant so much to me to say good bye to her at FCC. The food was delicious!
Thank you! Linda Langstraat
Selma First Christian Church,
As a member of Margaret Langstraat’s family, I want to thank you and your members for
hosting the delicious lunch after the celebration of Mom’s life. I know a few of you ladies, but
don’t know all the others who made it possible. Many Thanks!
Sincerely, Janice Langstraat Miller

Keynote Speaker

www.ccncn.org for workshop information

Thank you to all faithful supporters of the Food Pantry. Distribution days
are held on the first and third Thursdays at the SMART Center! During
the month of August there were 45 bags of food given out to 222 people.

PRAYER CHAIN
Jennifer Earle is leading the prayer chain. You may send
prayer requests to her at 559-896-2358 or
jen4earle@sbcglobal.net.
If she is out of town, please send your requests to
April Langstraat (559-896-1026 or
Hey! Where’s my money?
Through your generous gifts and fundraisers in July these funds have accrued in the following accounts:

New Building Fund
$ 2,914.88
Youth Fund Donations
470.00
FCC Camp Scholarships
240.00
SSJ Camp Scholarships
150.00
Choir Fund
1,200.00
Organ Fund
483.00
Food Pantry
3,265.00
General Fund Fundraiser
522.00
Kairos Fundraiser
450.00
Spaghetti Fundraiser
2,065.00

September

& ANNIVERSARIES
2: .................................... Daniel Arevalo
4: .................................... Charlotte Thompson
6: .................................... Daniel Acevedo
7: .................................... Carl Morgan
11: .................................. Paul Takemoto
13: .................................. AJ Dmitriev
14: .................................. Janice Baker; Bob Berry Jr.
15: ................................. Cameron & Rene Wells 2017
16: ................................. Josephine Sihota
18: ................................. Bert & Betty Baker 1953
19: ................................. Pat Adams; Debbie Brown
22: ................................. Josh Sustaita
24: ................................. Liz Thornburg; Joey Zamora

Have we missed your special day? Is something incorrect?
Contact the church office and let us know!
Please call 896-2691 or email fccselma@sbcglobal.net

FCC Weekly Schedule
Sunday:
9:15 AM ............................................. Sunday School
10:30AM ................................... WORSHIP SERVICE
6:00 PM ...................................................... Iglesia PC
Monday:
7:00 PM .................................. Narcotics Anonymous
Tuesday:

(No activities)

Wednesday:
7:30 AM ........................ Yoga in the Fellowship Hall
7:17 PM ............................................... Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM ........................................................ Iglesia PC
Thursday:
6:30 PM ........................................ Trinity Life Church
Friday:
(Office Closed)
7:30 PM .................................Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturday:

(No activities)

Schedule for
SEPTEMBER 2018
MONDAY, 9/3
Church Office
Closed
Labor Day
THURSDAY, 9/6
7:45 AM
Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T. Center

THURSDAY, 9/20
7:45 AM
Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T. Center
FRI.—SUN., 9/21—9/23
Annual Women’s Fall Retreat
At Mission Springs

SATURDAY, 9/22
SATURDAY, 9/8
8 AM
Bringing Broken Neighborhoods Back
9:30 AM
Esther Group begins again at the home to Life March 4 Jesus Event
of Jennifer Earle
SATURDAY, 9/30
SUNDAY, 9/9
12 PM
Spiritual Growth Meeting
8:00 AM
Elders Meeting
2 PM
12:00 PM
Board Meeting
TUESDAY, 9/11
9:30 AM
Miriam Group begins again at the
home of April Langstraat
SATURDAY, 9/15
7:00 PM
Concert at FCC Dakota Simpson,
tenor

SERVING IN

September

GREETER(S)
PRESIDER(S)
02: Laurie Fitzgerald Hugh Adams
09: Becky Morino
John Terry
16: OPEN
Efrain Vasquez
23: John & Jeffrey Terry Dave Highbaugh
30: Marsha Staley
Anna Armstrong

ELDERS
02:
09:
16:
23:
30:

OFFERING
John Terry
Hugh Adams
Debbie Brown
Alan Langstraat
John Terry

COMMUNION
Alan Langstraat
Kathleen Schales
John Terry
Dave Highbaugh
Hugh Adams

LOCK-UP: Dave Highbaugh
(Prep)
02:
09:
16:
23:
30:

Jessica Williams
Bonnie Murray
Anna Armstrong
Jane Ono
Haley Stump

DEACONS
Pat Adams
Jorge Flores
Tina Ritchie
Marsha Staley
Dawn Linhoff
Clarissa Zarate
Katie Schales
Nick Luna
Cassandra Cabral Dawn Linhoff

Laura Thornburg
Jeff Terry
Marsha Staley
Liz Thornburg
Karen Blanchard

Please call a sub if you are unable to do Communion preparation!

SCRIPTURES & TITLES
9/02:
9/09:
9/16:
9/23:
9/30:

BOOK & VERSE
James 1:17-27 (CEB)
James 3:1-12 (CEB)
James 3:13-18 (CEB)
James 5:13-20 (CEB)
James 2 (CEB)

FOR

SEPTEMBER

SERMON
“Doers”
“Talkers”
“Peacemakers”
“Pray-ers”
“Carers”

LAST MONTH’S ATTENDANCE

8/5:
8/12:
8/19:
8/26:

30
42
39
41

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Sunday Bulletin:
Wednesdays @ 10:00 AM
Newsletter:
16th of the month @ 10:00 AM

CHURCH OFFICE

HOURS

M - TH from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

CHURCH STAFF
MINISTERS ............................................... The Congregation
SENIOR PASTOR .................................... Rev. Maria Tafoya
Minister of Youth/Young Adults .................. Leah Torosian
Choir Director ............................................ Michael Gutierrez
Choir Accompanist ...................................... Jordan Williams
Organist ................................................. Anthony Imperatrice
Child Care .......................................................... Ashley Petree
Chair of the Congregation (2018) .............. April Langstraat
Chair of the Elders (2018) ............................ Alan Langstraat
Administrative Assistant ....................... Dee Anne Douville
Custodian ........................................................... Virgie Cortez
Communications Coordinator ....................... Leah Torosian

Names
Address
City, State Zip Code

STAMP

