When I last preached here 


just before the start of Lent, 



we were examining chapter 23 



and the false leadership of the church.  


Where Jesus had spent a fair amount of time 



critiquing the scribes and Pharisees 




for how they were leading the people 





using the seven woes.  

I have been lead to believe 


that Ron lead you through chapter 24 



concerning last things 


and into chapter 25 



and parables concerning judgement.  

So as we look at this third parable, 


we are challenged by the world's ways 


and our ways 



yet again.  

Our lives outside of God, 

outside of the maker and ruler of the world 


would have us believe 



that there is no judgement, 



that everyone passes.  



That if we are just as nice as we feel like in the moment, 




that we have met God's expectation.

But this parable counters that idea.  


It shows us that judgement does happen.  

That Jesus does say, 


“Well done, 



good and faithful servant!” to some.  


To others, 



he says, 




“‘You wicked, lazy servant!” 




and there is weeping and gnashing of teeth that follow.  

The natural track to then follow is 


to figure out exactly how to hear option A 


and not option B 



when Jesus returns for final judgement.  

While this can be beneficial, 


it is not why Jesus told this parable.  
Our Easter ears are turned up too loud 


if that is the message we are hearing.  

We are taking the parable out of the larger context.  


Which is probably how we first learned it in Sunday School, 



because it is a great text for teaching you to use the gifts you were given.

We need to hear it 


as if we were still hearing Jesus critique 


and call for change from the Pharisee's and Scribes first, 



before we can hear the message any other way.  

While my tendency is to hear Jesus saying this to his disciples 


and him coming back in the future, 



that we are still waiting for, 

take a second to hear it spoken to the disciples


about the religious leadership of Jesus' day.

The Pharisees, Scribes, Sadducees, and Essenes 


had all received the Law of Moses from God, 


and the temple from David and Solomon's work for God.  

These two gifts were to be used for the proclamation of who Yahweh is to the nations.  


Israel was to be a light to the world.  

In Israel's history, 


there were times when it acted as such a light.  



David followed this path 




and God caused his Kingdom to grow ever larger in influence 





until the Queen of Sheba came seeking his wisdom.  



Moses led the people out of Egypt 



and Joshua continued by conquering the land 




by walking and blowing trumpets.  

In these moments of faithfulness, 


of using the gifts God had given Israel for proclaiming the God of Israel, 



change abounded.  



The world was reshaped.

But then the unfaithful servant would come onto the scene 


and take the gifts of the Law of Moses 


or the Temple, 



and turn inward.  

They would seek only to preserve their nation, 


instead of promote the God they served, 



and the growth disappeared.  

The nation itself crumbled 


and they experienced slavery and exile again.  

As Jesus spoke, 


the Romans were the latest occupier.  

Each of the groups was trying to figure out how to endure the occupation, 


with isolation and insulation being the mode and method.  



The Pharisee's tried strictly adhering to the law 




to the point of it being unbearable, 



the Essenes dug caves in the desert 




and lived alone in small communities away from the world, 



the scribes tried studying.  

All of these efforts ran counter to the Master's original objective.  


The master wants the place run like he would run it.  



Which is growing the message of who the master is to the world.  

That has been the intention all along.  


That is why Adam and Eve were created, 


Abraham Called, 


Israel selected, 


David made King, 


and Jesus came.  

So that we would know and worship the Triune God.  

The two who received the 5 talents and the 2 talents, 


understood this.  


Their reaction is exactly the same.  



They both went, 



then worked, 



and then gained.  


Compare this to the other servant 



who went off, 



dug a hole 



and hid the money.  
We can either go out 


or go off, 

we can work 


or dig a hole, 

we can gain 


or hide the gift we have been given.  

We are all free to choose which way we want to live.  


But learn from the people of Jesus' time 



who chose the later.  


They were cast out 



and were weeping and gnashing their teeth.  

But also look at what others did, 


they took the good news 



and grew it, 



and gained more people 




who also then could go 





and grow it some more.

What was the difference between the two results?  


How they reacted to the same news.  

I say that, 


because we need to realize what a talent is.  

A talent was anywhere from the average wage of a worker for 15 years 


to a lifetime.  

So more than enough to live on 


for most people's adult lifetime.  

A fancy way of saying 


“Our daily bread 



for all of our days.”  

Some are given more bread 


and others less, 

but all receive enough for their lifetime.  

But the question remains, 


“We have been given the gift of life, 



what are you going to do with it?  


We have been given a relationship with the Triune God, 



what are we going to do with it?  

Are we going to only write in our journals 


and tell our close friends about this relationship, 

or are we going to share our experience with everyone that comes into our life?  

Will we share our lives with only the select and pre-screened, 


or will we be open to all?

The Pharisee's and others 


had chosen to be selective.  

But as we know as Easter people, 


the disciples heard Jesus talk about risking 


and being willing to lay down their lives 



only to find it, 



followed it,



and shared their incredible experience with the world, 




transforming it in a matter of generations.  

The same call comes down to us.  


Will we follow in the footsteps of God's faithful servants 



and help the world to know God?  


Or will we keep who God is to ourselves?

The danger of having a privatized faith, 


is seen in the response of the third servant.  

He was on the same level as the other two.  


He knew and had a relationship with God.  

But over the course of time, 


some false ideas had snuck into his understanding of who God was.  

The master acknowledges that he does harvest where he has not sown 


and gathered where seed had not been planted, 

but he does not acknowledge that he is a hard man.  


That is something that the third man had worked in 



to justify his laziness and shiftiness.  

How often do we distort who God is, 


so that we can justify our actions.  

God loves us all, 


so we can do what ever we want 



is one such example.  

The premise is true, 


but the conclusion is false.  

We move God's love 


to a place where judgement can not coincide with it.  

But this is not what this parable proclaims.  


God's love and grace are on display, 



in that the master gives his servants what is his so generously.  


But those gifts are intended 



to lead to reactions of joy 



that will change the way we live 




and glorify the gifts of the Master.  

Jesus is telling his disciples in this parable 


that the Pharisee's have missed the mark.  

They and popular opinion of the time 


would say that they were right on target.  

But our opinion, 

nor popular opinion 


is who has the final say.  

It is the Master.  
When we hear Jesus telling this story in the proper context, 


we hear him proclaim again 



that he is one with God the Father.  

If the Master is the God who called Israel 


and built the temple, 

and it is the same Master 


who has returned to judge the people's lives in how they are being Israel 



and spreading the call to the nations.  


Then Jesus is that person, 


the same one who was involved in the creation of Israel.

Once we are holding this parable in its proper place, 


only then 



can we then move it to our own lives 



and start applying it.  

We then easily make the transition that Jesus has concern for those 


who think that they are his, 


but are not following his agenda or ways.  

Those who have decided that they can do this life with Jesus on their own, 


without anyone else's input or feedback.  

We can look at our own lives 


and hear the warning 



that Jesus will not let our efforts to play it safe and sound stand.  


We suddenly become aware 



that there is a chance that we could find our selves standing outside, 




weeping and gnashing our teeth.

The deciding factor it seems 


is growth.  

What are you doing with the gift of life, 


the gift of all that you have?  

Is your life just like it was a year ago?  


Did you take any risks this year?  


Or did you take your life, 



stick it in the ground, 




and just count away the days until the master returns.  

Or are you at least gaining interest on God's investment.  


Or are you bringing the Master joy



 and allowing him to say, 




“Well done, Good and faithful servant!  


If you are, 



then the results in theory 




should have doubled what you were originally given.  

And if they have, 


Jesus doesn't tell us we can now retire, 


or say that we have already done our time.  

Instead, 


those who have been fruitful, 



he gives even more responsibility to.  


Which means they are producing even more fruit.  

We don't need Jesus to return to be able to make such judgements.  


Jesus made that judgement of the Pharisees 



while they were still living, 


in hopes they would hear and respond, 



and keep their teeth  healthy and ungnashed.  

May we do the same 


and keep our dentists bored.   
