One of my favorite songs growing up 


was the ghostbuster's theme song.  



“Something strange, 



in the neighborhood, 




who you gonna call? 



Ghostbusters!”  

When we have certain issues, 


we need to know who to call 



if we want the problem addressed.  

In the movie, 


the police could not do anything, 


the fire department could not do anything, 


the military was useless.  

It was only those that had proton guns 


who could trap 


and contain the ghosts.

There are people in real life, 


who could give us a good guess on how to solve a problem, 



but they can not give us a full diagnosis.  

Ky, 


our dog, 



hurt her foot.  

Dana, 


one of nurse practicioners, 



was over for dinner and looked at her foot, 

after Lisa my wife, 


an EMT had looked at it.  

It only did so much good.  


We still had to go a vet 



to get the x-ray 


and find yet another vet 



for her surgery.  

We needed to go to the ones who were actually qualified to do something 


and use the proper tools.

I bring up these examples, 


because we often go to people who are not fully able to address 



what needs to be done.  

They might have some qualifications, 


but to get what we need done, 



they need the actual ability.  

Lisa and Dana knew in principle what to look for.  


But neither of them could get an x-ray on Ky.

The Israelites did the same thing.  


They requested help for the ways of life 



from people who could not actually address the issue.  

So when it comes to things like the Springtime rain, 


to do a rain dance, 


to ask a weatherman, 


or even the King of Israel, 



is the wrong person to ask.  

The nation of Israel 


was 


and still is dependent on this spring rain for survival.  

There was the fall rain when the seeds were sown.  


But that abundant grain and wine at the end of chapter 9, 



came to be from the springtime rain.  

That was the rain that gave the moisture 


to fill out the grain and the grapes.  

Otherwise, 


the crop grew and failed.  

And in the land of the Israelites, 


which was not a rainforest, 

it could rain on one hill 


and the neighboring hill got nothing.  

A clear rain pattern and rain shadow is non-existent.  


The only one who had any control on where the rain fell 



was the Lord himself.  

We should know that the Lord is the only one who has control on the weather.  


The Lord is the one who has the control on our lives.  

Which is why we like to pretend that we have control over the Lord. 


We could control the gods.

Household gods in our lives make us feel like we are in control.  


Planning schedules, 


calendars, 


and cell-phones 



give us a false sense that we are in control of our lives.  

We quickly forget that we do not know for sure 


whether we are going to wake up tomorrow.  

We tend to ignore that it is only by the grace of God 


that we have made it through the day.  

What is more, 


we actively support 


and fund people that will tell us what we want to hear.  

I know of people who have multiple weather apps on their phones.  


If one does not say what they want to hear



they will check a different one until they find the weather they want.

The reports are constantly being updated, 


because if we could predict the weather 100% exactly each day of the year, 



our lives and choices would look so much different.  

Imagine how flights and ferry schedules would change 


if we knew if planes were going to fly 


or if the ferry would be able to tie up.  



All of our blood pressures would drop by 3% points.  

Now our record keeping gives us higher 


or lower confidence on good times to fly 


and when to ferry, 


and when to go to Whitehorse, 



but none of them are absolute.

But we give these guesses power and authority, 


hoping that they will be able to predict 


and divine the future, 



so that we know what to do.  

A large portion of our economic system is based upon this.  


The stock trade is based upon whether we think this will be a good company 



or investment, 


not whether it currently is a good company or investment.  

Sports fantasy leagues, 

gambling in general, 

and insurance policies, 


are all decided based on authorities that have some insight, 



but don't know for sure what really is going to happen.

Without full knowledge, 


which no one but God has, 



we are setting ourselves up for trouble. 

The Lord has the knowledge, 

the Lord is the one we should be asking.  

The question is, 


why don't we ask the Lord?  


Why do we choose these other sources instead?

For one, 


the idols and diviners gave an answer right away.  

We have the world at our fingertips with our phones 


and will ask google right away for an answer 



without waiting to get home.  

But this need for an answer right away is not new to our generations.  


We have been prone to it for ever.

Two, 


idols and diviners gave answers we liked.  

They tell of false dreams and comfort in vain, 


their words are like vapor.  


No content to them.  

But we seek them out, 


because they will give us news that fulfills our imagination.  

They stay in business, 


because despite being wrong half of the time at least, 



they tell us things we would rather hear than the truth.  

As a catchline went, 


“You can't handle the truth.”  

They don't want to tell us things that we don't like, 


because we would not come back 


and they would be out of work, 



without us coming back.  

You need to only read the conflicts the prophets of Israel faced 


when they spoke the truth 


and see how easy their lives were with truth telling.

Because we use these systems, 


instead of the Lord, 


we wander like sheep.  

Sheep only look one step ahead.  


Where do I want to go to get the next mouthful of grass?  

This goal of serving self, 


will often lead the sheep into a bad situation.  

That is why they need a shepherd.  


The shepherd knows where the good grass continues 



and in which direction it stops.  


It knows where there are wolves and bears in hiding, 



waiting for the unsuspecting sheep.  


The shepherd knows where it would be best for the sheep to be.  



Which is often not where the sheep would naturally end up, 




if left to their bellies to decide.  

Before the ground is bare, 


the shepherd may force the sheep to leave the area.  



It could be difficult, 



it will break up the nice grazing of the sheep.  


But it will be for the sheep's good.  

The shepherd will take them to green pastures with quiet water, 


water that will not endanger their lives.  

However, 


the shepherd's we have, 


those that we look to for leadership and direction, 



often do not benefit us like a shepherd should.  

They instead lead us to places of danger and compromise.  


For this, 



the Lord is angry against them, 



his anger burns.  

Those things and people 


that mislead the people of God, 



will feel God's wrath.  

The Lord promised Zechariah that he would step in 


and take care of the his flock himself.  


He would transform the people 



from sheep 



to a proud horse in battle.

How does one go about transforming a people 


from sheep 


to war-horses?  

The first step 


is to get them to stop listening to the false shepherd's, 


to the idols and diviners 



who are telling them what their hearts think they want to hear.  

There are all kinds of great truths that are part of the gospel that Jesus proclaimed.  


A relationship with God, 


unconditional love, 


being made a new creation.  

But non of these come without the challenge of Jesus' call.  


The laying down one's life 



in order to find it.  

Death is part of the call of Jesus' kingdom.  


It is not a continuation of what is already happening with some added perks.  



If it were, 




then no one would not be a Christian.  

It is a transformation of your whole life 


into a new kind of life.  



New priorities, 



new king, 



new standards of life.  


All of which mean dying to the way we are used to doing things.

The idols and diviners continue today.  


We still look for them to tell us what will happen in the future.  



But especially the talking heads on television 




they do not know 




like the Lord knows 





what the future will look like.  



If they have insight, 




they are most likely only to share it if it benefits them.  



If it does not, 




they will reframe the message.

But God has come 


and has called his sheep around him.  

Jesus came 


and shepherded the sheep of God.  



He caused them to go to new pastures.  

The disciples, 


under the leadership of Jesus the good shepherd, 



went from a bunch of clueless, 



bumbling sheep, 


and by the power of the Lord's word, 



direction, 



and presence, 




became a mighty horse of battle.  





Standing before princes and kings, 





priests and rulers, 




and proclaiming the good news of God reigning as King 





again on earth 






through the life, 






death 






and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.  

Everyone who has put their trust in this King, 


instead of idols and diviners, 



have had their lives transformed.  

When they or we keep going back to the idols, 


our lives return to the normal everyday worldly life.  

But when we follow the shepherd, 


we find ourselves transformed into a mighty horse 



that is able to be part of the transformation of others lives.  

All we need to do is to ask the Lord for rain and everything else in life.  


We need to remember that the world is not in charge, 



just because it is the season for rain, 




the rain is not guaranteed.  

When the people ask, the Father, 


the Shepherd is more than willing to send the rain.    

It is our call and privilege to ask.  


We ask for our benefit, 


and we ask for the benefit of our brothers and sisters 



who are still dependent on idols.  

Hopefully, 


they will see us asking 


and receiving the results from the proper authority, 



and leave their false authorities behind.
