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IMPORTANT DATES

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.
Board Meetings are held on
the first Tuesday, (after the first
Monday), of each month,
7:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

What a wonderful Summer Potluck we had. So many
people attended and we had lots of really fabulous
curious containers. I’m always amazed at the creative
and innovative entries our members create. What a clever
group you are and of course the food, as always, was wonderful. Thank
you to all who participated and a big thank you to the Selders for hosting.

Propagation Workshop
Has ended for the year.
Check your Weeder this
fall for information on
2018-2018 activities.

2016 General Meetings
July 24
August 28
September 25

2016 Board Meetings
August 8
September 5
October 3

DIG’s 2018 Plant Sale

Will be held Saturday May 12.

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community

It’s Hot!

This has probably been the hottest summer I’ve experienced since
moving to Brentwood. I try to get out to work in the garden very early
in the morning or early evening when it’s cooler, but it’s been frustrating
not to be able to spend more time outside. Most of our plants are doing
just fine, despite the heat. The salvias are just beautiful and two newer
plants we’ve been growing I’m especially happy with. One is our
Hummingbird Plant, which puts
out beautiful orange tubular
flowers, is drought tolerant and
as the name implies attracts
hummingbirds. The other is
Asclepias, a milkweed, which
produces beautiful clusters of
yellow-gold flowers. Both of
these plants stand up to the heat very well. I’m currently collecting seeds
from the Asclepias hoping to grow some more. I hope your gardening
goes well and lets hope for a little cooler weather.

JULY 24 M EET IN G S PEAKER—C HRIS JADALL AH

Researcher at the UC Berkeley Urban Bee Lab

This month’s speaker is Chris Jadallah, a researcher at the UC Berkeley
Urban Bee Lab. He will be speaking about the Urban Bee Lab’s ongoing
work on several local Brentwood farms along with information on how
you can support native bees in your garden. One of the Bee Lab partner
farms is Frog Hollow Farm in Brentwood, CA. The Urban Bee Lab’s
(continued on page 2)
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UC Master Gardeners of
Contra Costa
Planting a Winter
Vegetable Garden
August 1st, 6:30pm-8:00pm
Concord Library
2900 Salvio Street, Concord

Sustainable Rodent Control
Aug. 2nd, 10:00am-11:30am

Attracting Butterflies to
Your Garden

Aug. 9th, 10:00am-11:30am
Master Gardener Garden
North Wiget lane and
Shadelands Drive,
Walnut Creek

mission is to protect and restore native bees by furthering the understanding
of the relationships between bees, flowers, and people. Chris works on
several of the Lab’s research projects in urban and agricultural sites
around the state, along with participating in outreach. He recently earned
a B.S. Conservation and Resource Studies from UC Berkeley and has a
background in ecology and environmental education. Look for the lab’s
book, California Bees & Blooms: A Guide for Gardeners and Naturalists,
available online.
Most people are aware of the
honeybee crisis, but honeybees
aren’t the only ones in trouble.
Other pollinators are also in
decline. Since becoming aware of
the honeybee crisis, researchers
have put more emphasis into
studying all pollinators. They
have learned that native bees not
only pollinate crops alongside
honeybees, but also improve
the efficiency of honeybee
pollination. And some native bee
species are even more efficient
at pollinating than honeybees.

http://ccmg.ucanr.edu/

Ruth Bancroft Garden
DIY Succulent Series
Cactus Centerpiece dish
garden with cactus
Saturday, August 12, 2017
10:30am - 11:30am
Create a dramatic cactus
centerpiece in this hands-on
workshop with Linnea Lion. You
will also learn about the key
design elements and how to
maintain your stunning creation.

ruthbancroftgarden.org

Nurturing a garden habitat for
native bees gives them a place
Chris Jadallah, UC Berkeley Urban Bee Lab
Researcher
in which to live, eat and raise their
young. Creating a habitat for bees is creating a wildlife habitat for all,
because it attracts other wildlife, such as butterflies, birds, hummingbirds
and other insects.

Thank You to Ruth Bancroft
Garden for their generous
donations for this month’s raffle.

We hope you’ll join us on Monday, July 24, as learn more about the
pollinators and what we can do for the pollinators. Any home gardener,
with even the smallest garden, can make a difference.

$30 Members Price
$35 General Admission
1552 Bancroft Road
Walnut Creek, CA 94598
925.944.9352

Visit helpabee.org for more information
Helen Wheeler, Vice President, Programs
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The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Connie.
Helen reported that our “July Speaker” will be from The UC, Berkeley Bee Lab,
Chris Jadallah.
DIG’s Bi-Annual Potluck and Curious Container Competition on Monday, June
26th at Celia & Bob Selders’ home was a great success.
The Treasurer’s report was presented. The report included the current profit and
loss statement. DIG’s Annual
Plant Sale on May 13th was successful and profitable.
Please remember that the new Membership Booklet will not be mailed, but rather
handed out at meetings, so be sure to pick one up at a meeting.
Robin reported that the field trip on June 14th to Annie’s Annuals & Perennials, 740
Market St., Richmond, CA was a success. The field trip was followed with lunch
at the Dead Fish in Crocket. Robin reminded those involved that the Field Trip
Committee will meet next week.
Steve announced that the next few weeks will be a good time to begin Propagation
for certain plants. He suggested starting earlier at 9:30 in order to take advantage
of the cooler morning weather.
Following the reports, there were general discussions on:
• The $1,000.00 Donation for a bench for the new Brentwood library
•	Gifts for members - $100.00 thank you gift is appropriate for a
Club DIG’s size
Connie announced that there was no new business.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.
Reminders:
The next Board meeting will be Tuesday, August 8, 2017.
The next DIG Members Meeting will be Monday, July 31st.

Sue Castle, Secretary

PLANT OF THE MONTH

Z auschneria ,
C alifornia F uschia
This California native plant waits until
late summer and fall to produce its
abundant blooms. The tubular- to
funnel-shaped flowers are tailor-made
for hummingbirds. California fuchsias
display remarkable variability in plant
size and growth habit, as well as in
the color, shape, and size of their
flower and leaves. Some grow only 2
inches high while others soar to 5 feet.
Flowers may be short and slender to
long and widely flared at the mouth.
Flower colors vary from white, pink,
salmon to many shades of red-orange.
Leaf size can be narrow or up to 1 inch
in width and reach ½ inch to 3 inches
in length. Leaf colors cover a wide
range; silver, gray blue-gray, medium
green and dark green.
These vigorous and easily grown
natives would be a treat to any garden
setting. Some cultivars can spread by
underground rhizomes to form broad
colonies while others maintain a better
behavior and can be used in a more
formal setting. California fuchsias look
beautiful amid rocks, planted on a
slope or even in large patio pots. Most
are drought tolerant after their first
year, but occasional summer water
is recommended. They will adapt to
most soils but prefer well-drained
soil. Most species require full sun, but
there are some that require shade.
Planting a mixture of different leaf and
flower colors, as well as size of the
plants will transform a sunny portion
of your garden into a haven for you to
watch the hummingbirds enjoy a late
summer treat.

DIG members enjoy a field trip to Annie’s Annuals in Richmond.
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

Please fill out the membership form
and mail it along with your dues to
the address above. You may also
bring your form and dues to the
next general meeting.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE

Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

Please make checks payable to DIG.

New Member

Renewal

Directions
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WOLFE RANCH
700 CREEK ROAD
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Brentwood, CA 94513

Delta Informal Gardeners
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
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Winter and Spring potting up
events, as well as our annual plant
sale, are held at Wolfe Ranch,
700 Creek Road, Brentwood.
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DIG meets on the fourth Monday
of each month at 7:30 pm at the
Brentwood Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street in
Brentwood.

