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God’s Gender
“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though
she may forget, I [God] will not forget you!” (Isa. 49:15)
The one of the big holidays in the month of May is Mother’s Day. It is the day we honor the woman who
brought us into the world, and for the most part nurtured us when we were young. For many of us, our mothers were also the spiritual leader of our families. This might be why church attendance was always high on
Mother’s Day. After Christmas and Easter, Mother’s Day use to hold the third highest worship attendance.
(Now supplanted at Salem by our VBS worship service!) With this connection, Mother’s Day gives us the
chance to meditate on the nature of God. We can reflect on the maternal characteristics of God.
This is a struggle for some people, because overall, the Bible portrays God as being masculine in nature. We
speak of God as the Father. Jesus was born a man. Most of the pronouns used to describe God in the Bible
are masculine. Yet there are also numerous Bible verses that refer to God in feminine terms. Many of these
verses speak of God as a mother bird. Consider the following verses from the Psalms:
“Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings.” (Psa. 17:8)
“… I will take refuge in the shadow of your wings until the disaster has passed.” (Psa. 57:1)

“He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge …” (Psa. 91:4)
Jesus picks up these images when he laments over Jerusalem: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the
prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen
gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.” (Matthew 23:37; Luke 13:34)
These are images of a protective and sheltering God, who watches over God’s people as a mother hen
watches over her chicks. But there are also some verses that paint God as a human mother. In addition to
the verse at the top of this article, look at these other passages from the prophet Isaiah:
“For a long time I [God] have kept silent, I have been quiet and held myself back. But now, like a woman in
childbirth, I cry out, I gasp and pant.” (Isa. 42:14)
“As a mother comforts her child, so will I [God] comfort you; and you will be comforted over Jerusalem.” (Isa.
66:13)
What these passages do is remind us that God is beyond gender. While the biblical authors have had a long
history using male terms to describe God, a closer look at the Bible tells us something else. God is God, and
not a human being. God has no gender, but instead has the best qualities
of a father and a mother combined. So when referring to God, it is proper
not to use any pronouns at all. For we are all made in the image of God,
male and female, and God shows no partiality (Rom. 2:11). So what is the
most important part of this reflection? Even if our human parents are no
longer with us in this world, we will never lose our Heavenly Parent. May
you have a wonderful Mother’s Day!
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Salem's annual church picnic will be Sunday, May 19 at Singing Bird Center,
1500-44th Ave., Rock Island. The fun begins at 11:30 with lunch being served at
12:00. Sloppy joes and water will be provided. Please bring a dish to share,
your own table service and beverage. There are plenty of trails at Blackhawk
State Park so wear comfortable shoes and maybe a lawn chair. We don't have
to worry about the weather cause the Center is warm and cozy! See you there!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ROAR! Vacation Bible School 2019 is approaching!
This epic African adventure engages the
whole herd. At Roar VBS, campers will explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them through this
“wild” life. Each day at VBS, kids travel
through hands-on stations that reinforce
Bible Points and immerse kids in new
hands-on adventures. Let the good times
roar!
Join the Salem crew and begin looking for
registration forms, volunteer sign-up
sheets and the supply lists in the Auditorium. You can fill out a registration form
(Auditorium) or register online at
vbspro.events/p/salemmoline2019 ,

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

ATTENDANCE FOR APRIL

March 27/28/29
April 3/6/7
April 10/13/14
April 18/19/20/21
Avg. of all services

YTD as of 3/30/2019

Mid
week

5 PM

26
27
23
77
26

32
32
28
39
33

10 AM

62
74
85
230
90

Total

120
133
136
346
149

Income

$48,900

Expenses

$52,778

Difference

$(3,878)

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MINUTES
SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MINUTES
Sunday, March 10, 2019
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:24 a.m. There were two corrections to the
minutes from February, 2019.. The errors in the minutes were corrected and approved as amended.
Treasurer’s Report: No treasurer’s report this month as Nancy Patterson is absent.
Pastor’s Report: Another month of bad weather resulted in another month of poor attendance. Attendance this February was down approximately 18.5% over last year. Cash flow is also still an issue. Pastor will be gone the last weekend in March and pastoral coverage is in place. Pastor (Larry Conway for services; Pastor Melaas-Swanson for emergencies.) Pastor is asking for volunteers to help prepare a request
for proposals from contractors on the Chapel project.
Pastor offered some items to consider that were raised at the last Long Range Planning committee, all related to either increasing revenue and/or decreasing expenses. These included: rent the third floor of the
church, sharing staff with other congregations, further taking advantage of matching dollars, such as
Thrivent Choice and Amazon Smiles, looking at sharing the Parish Nurse expenses with another parish, find
ways to get more publicity, such as an electronic sign, Instagram, Facebook, sending information about the
church to people new to town, and start early in the call process for a new Pastor. With 30 openings in our
Synod at this time, being proactive seems advisable. Steve Morford recommended that the council research
the call committee process and bring this issue up at the June Congregational Meeting.
Salem has been asked to again be a collection site for donated new shoes for the Another Child Foundation.
The motion carried.
Salem has been asked to send delegates to the Churches United assembly. Pastor will be attending. We are
allowed up to 5 delegates, and Pastor asked for volunteers to attend with him. Rick Jones will serve as another delegate from Salem.
Old Business:
Easter Brunch: Rita Gustafson gave an update on the Easter Brunch. We have funds from Thrivent that will
help offset the costs. We will also be doing an Easter Basket Raffle to raise funds.
Recognition for Marilyn Aushermann – This recognition will take place on May 5 at the Youth Service. The
plan is to have the youth play the chimes for this service.
Insurance inspection – Our insurance inspection is complete and we passed. Salem is now searching for a
new insurance underwriter.
Supply Drive – Julie McCurdy is looking into holding another supply drive. More information to come.
Home Communion Kits – Salem purchased 5 new home communion kits at a cost of $105. Pastor is planning a meeting with the home communion ministers.
Elevator Inspection – Rick Jones spoke with Otis about the inspection and learned that our inspections are
up to date. The correspondence we received was related to the old, decommissioned elevator. We need to
notify the state that the old elevator has been decommissioned. However, there is still concern that we don’t
have the inspection certificate on display in our elevator. Rick Jones will contact Otis to get it.
The technician who came to look at the PerMar alarm system indicated that our alarm problems may be, in
some way, related to the elevator. We will continue to look into this.
New Business:
Extending WiFi Service – Steve Morford is working to extend WiFi
Service throughout the building. We had an assessment by technicians from Best Buy. The results of this assessment indicate that we
need two additional modems that would handle up to 50 devices at
the same time.
Program plans for the Evergreens were announced.
Plans were made as to who would provide lunch at the upcoming
Council meetings. John Anderson will provide lunch in April. Pete Davidson will provide lunch in May. Pastor Randy Willers will provide
lunch in June.
Adjournment: The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer and
adjourned at 12:45.
Respectfully submitted, Rita Gustafson, Secretary

YOUTH
YOUTH ASSIST WITH SERVICE
MAY 5TH , 10:00AM
Sunday school children and their families and
friends are welcome to join us at Salem's 10:00AM
worship service. This service will include upbeat
songs and the Beginner's
Department, Elementary
Department and Youth
will be participating in the
worship service. Please
come to help support our
youth.

BLESSING OF DRIVER'S LICENSES
AND PERMITS MAY 19 10:00AM
Teens bring your new Driver's Licenses or Permits
and/or car keys to the 10AM worship service on May
19th to be blessed. Join us as we bless these young
people as they grow and step into new responsibilities.

Sunday School News, 8:45AM
Beginner’s Department (ages 0-4) is full of
energy! Come and join us each Sunday morning in the Nursery at 8:45AM. We’d also
would like to thank a member of the congregation for the sturdy tablecloths and Mrs. Ruth
Grimes for the cash donation to buy more.
Elementary Sunday School (ages 5-6th
grade) In May, we have fun Bible lessons
that as well as on May 13, we will focus on
Mother’s Day. Also, we will be preparing for
readings for the May 5 worship service.
Jr. High/High SUNDAY'S COOL! (7th thru
12th grade)
We have hands-on learning of God's
word. Also, we will be preparing for readings
for the May 5 worship service.

YOUTH GROUPS
God Star “Late Night” Lock-in (Grades 3-6)

Watch your email and
facebook for information
about more upcoming Jr/
Sr high events!

Wednesday Nights
Teen Drop In (6:00-7:00PM) – 7th grade
& Up. Laid back, come as you are, environment to play games, ping pong, and
just hang out with friends.
***Drop in only on May 1st and 15th. ***

Join us on Friday, May 10th from 7:00-10:00 PM
for an evening of games, snacks, and of course
Romans & Christians. [We will have a lesson
time too!] Bring your flashlights and a friend. We
will need a minimum number of kids to make
this program “go” so you need to RSVP to Sally
Patterson or Miranda Luder by May 5th. Please
let me know if you are interested in providing
the snack (ie. popcorn, trail mix, cookies).

Confirmation Camp
On June 23-27, three of our Confirmands will be attending Confirmation Camp at Lutheran Outdoor Ministries
Center (LOMC). We will be able to experience the
“awesomeness” of God through nature hikes, games,
singing, canoeing, archery, service projects, Bible study,
devotions, and late night campfires. Planning to go are
Becca Cramer, Alison Locander, and Josh Morrow.

HONORING MARILYNN
Marilynn Ausherman has been the Bell Master at Salem for over 17 years.
During that time, she has worked diligently to lead two bell choirs and a number of chime groups to provide beautiful music during worship. Marilynn retired from her post at the end of 2018, and the church would like to honor her
for her many years of service. So Salem invites you to join us as we recognize
Marilynn on Sunday, May 19th during our coffee hour, beginning at 9:30 AM.
We invite everyone to come and thank her for all that she has accomplished
through Bells of Praise and Jubellation Bell Choirs!

KEYS ANYONE?
If you have a set of keys to the church that you do
not use anymore, please return them to the
church office. There are several new Assisting
Ministers who need them, and we would like to
use what we already have. Thank you!

As you know, I am now
living at New Perspectives. I wanted to let you
know how much I appreciated Melody, our parish nurse, helping me
out. We ran my errands
for 4 1/2 hours. I am so
relieved to have all those items off my mind. I will try
to attend church whenever I can find a ride.
Again, I so appreciate the help Melody gave me.
God Bless you!
Hilde Kostka
1900-10th St. Apt. 347
Silvis, IL 61282
309-278-1475

In Early April, Pastor Randy and other church members joined Jon Whitcomb for the planting a PEAR
tree in Ellen’s memory “because Ellen and I were a
pair!”

PHIL SANDBERG by Larry & Linda Ontiveros, Don & Claudette Swensson.

FROM THE PARISH NURSE
WHAT YOU CHOOSE TO DO DOES MATTER!

Do you have high blood pressure, high cholesterol, type 2 diabetes or some other type of chronic disease?
Even if you don’t and want to stay healthy please read this information because it will help you get healthier
and if followed can help prevent many of the diseases that you can avoid. It can help you get off of some of
your medications, make you feel better, have more energy and stay out of the hospital.
I have listened to 2 different presentations in the past month about how we live, our diets, and how exercise
all affect our lives and health. One was by Dr. B. Reddy, a well- known and admired cardiologist, and the other by Dan Saskowski who is the cardiac rehab nurse manager at Unity Point. Dan talked to the Evergreen
group in March. I am sorry if you missed both of these programs but I will share with you the important info I
think you should know.
Approximately 70% of the deaths in the Western world are due to chronic diseases that are brought on by
lifestyle norms of our culture. 80-85% of our chronic diseases are reversible with lifestyle medicine. If you
have a computer go to ASSESSMENT MAYO CLINIC HEALTH SYSTEM and do the TEST for cardiovascular disease. This will give you your chances of developing heart disease. If you do not have a computer see
or call me with your b/p reading, your cholesterol and lab readings, ht., wt., age, and we will see what your
percentage of developing heart disease are.
Dr. Reddy states that the DASH diet is a very good diet to use. It will help get your health in a much better
status. It is really not that hard. It is just sensible eating, staying away from processed and frozen prepared
meal types of foods, eating proper portions of food, and having much better eating habits. If you go to Mayo
clinic Dash Diet Recipes there are all sorts of wonderful things to try that are heart healthy. You also need to
exercise 40 minutes a day. If you can walk 20 minutes or more twice a day that is fine if you can’t walk 40-45
minutes at one time. Stress relief is also very important. Have faith in God, go to church and live the life of a
Christian. It can do so much for you. Your mental health is very important and you need to enjoy life and be
happy. This is just as important as eating right and exercising. Keep that smile on, it does wonders for your
health.
The Dash Diet is not a short term crash diet like so many diets are, but is a sustainable program of eating
healthy foods. It is low in fat and sugar. It is a diet of whole grains, lean protein, and plenty of fruits and vegetables. It is used to lower b/p and loose wt. and keep you healthy.
Hypertension refers to the pressure of blood against artery walls and this causes blood vessel damage that
leads to HEART DISEASE such as stroke, heart attack and other heart problems. It is the silent killer because it has no symptoms and goes unnoticed and left untreated for years. The risk factors you can control
are exercise and diet, and your mental health. The diet is rich in Potassium, Magnesium, fiber, and low Sodium. The Potassium helps your kidneys get rid of the Sodium thru the urine and this helps reduce your b/p.
13 foods to reduce health risk are as follows.
Leafy greens as romaine, arugula, kale, spinach, beet greens or swiss chard. 2. Blue and red berries 3.
Red beets. 4. Skim milk and lo fat yogurt (5 or more servings a wk.) 5. Oat meal 6. Bananas 7. Fatty
fish high in omega 3 like salmon (they have fresh never frozen at Aldi’s and it is good and I don’t even
like salmon), trout, mackerel. Eat fish 2 times a wk. To bake salmon put in parchment paper season
with herbs, lemon, Olive oil and bake 450degrees for 12-15 min or fry in pan with Olive oil. 8. Seeds¼ cup of sunflower, pumpkin or squash high in K, Mg, and other minerals to help reduce high b/p 9.
Garlic and Herbs –the garlic helps widen the blood vessels and herbs helps cut back on salt intake.
10. Dark Chocolate YEAH, 100gm a day 11.Pistachios- 1 serving a day reduces blood vessel tightening 12. OO (olive oil) helps meet 2-3 day serving of fats as part of DASH diet 13. Pomegranite juice 1
cup daily
If you follow these recommendation in 2-4 wks. you can lower your top
b/p number by 8-14 points.
Lets get you off of or taking fewer meds and staying out of the hospital
by living and eating healthy.
You, your family, and doctor will be elated. Melody, Parish Nurse

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Our thanks to the brass musicians who
preformed on Easter Morning.
Dick Castle, Trombone
Julie Craighead, Clarinet
Bob Stockhecke, Trumpet
Nate Tillberg, Trumpet
Daniel Tollerud, Clarinet

Notes From the Organist - Stations of the Cross
The Stations of the Cross (aka the Way of the Cross; Way of Sorrows; Via Crucis) refer to a series of images
depicting Jesus Christ on the day of his crucifixion. The stations are meant to imitate the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem, the path Jesus walked to Mount Calvary. The stations can be found in Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist
and Roman Catholic Churches. A series of 14 images are arranged in numbered order along a path; the faithful travel from image to image in order, stopping to say prayers at each station.
The standard set:
1. Pilate condemns Jesus to die.
2. Jesus accepts His cross
3. Jesus falls for the first time
4. Jesus meets His mother, Mary
5. Simon of Cyrene helps carry the cross
6. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus
7. Jesus falls for the second time
8. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
9. Jesus falls for the third time
10. Jesus is stripped of His clothes
11. Jesus is nailed to the cross
12. Jesus dies on the cross
13. Jesus is taken down from the cross
14. Jesus is placed in the tomb
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

The Roman Catholic (1991)
1. Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane
2. Jesus is betrayed by Judas and arrested
3. Jesus is condemned by the Sanhedrin
4. Jesus is denied by Peter
5. Jesus is judged by Pilate
6. Jesus is scourged & crowned with thorns
7. Jesus takes up his cross
8. Jesus is helped by Simon of Cyrene to carry his cross
9. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
10. Jesus is crucified
11. Jesus promises his kingdom to the repentant thief
12. Jesus entrusts Mary & John to each other
13. Jesus dies on the cross
14. Jesus is laid in the tomb

Mel Gibson’s 2004 film, The Passion of the Christ, follows the Stations of the Cross.
In 1879, Franz Liszt wrote Via Crucis for choir, soloists, and piano/organ.
In 1931, the French organist Marcel Dupre improvised musical meditations based on
14 poems by Paul Claudel, one for each station.
In 1969, Peter Maxwell Davies wrote/choreographed Vesalii Icones for a male dancer,
solo cello and instrumental ensemble.
In 1991, Broadway composer Michael Valenti wrote the oratorio The Way.
In 2000, Pawel Lukaszewski wrote the opera Via Crucis.
In 2002, Stefano Vagnini composed the oratorio Via Crucis, a composition for organ,
computer, choir, string orchestra and brass quartet. [Ref. A. Ball, H. Thurston]
Soli Deo Gloria (To God Alone be the Glory)
Ilga, organist/pianist

FROM THE GREEN TEAM
PLANTING TREES IS BEST FOR BEES!
When people ask me how they can help bees, I used to say, “Plant a pollinator garden!” I would then rattle
off a list of bee-friendly flowers and shrubs to get them started. Then I had an epiphany. A tree provides
much more forage than any patch of flowers ever could. It’s so obvious, but it
isn’t often discussed. The more I read, the more I realized that trees have many benefits for bees. Read
on to discover them all.

Forage

Honey bees need millions of flowers to feed their colony. Individual foragers prefer to collect
from a single type of flower and so, they favor plants that can provide large amounts of blooms or gardens
where single varieties are planted in groupings. Now, imagine what a mature tree can offer compared to what
a 10′ X 10′ pollinator garden offers. There is no contest. The tree would provide much more food for bees. So,
if you have an open hillside to fill or an empty parkway, don’t fill it with shrubs— plant trees! A propolis barrier
used to control a fungal growth in the hive.

Propolis

Trees provide more than just nectar and pollen, they also provide the ingredients bees need to
make propolis. Bees visit trees to collect saps and resins then they mix them with saliva, beeswax, honey and
enzymes to make propolis. Propolis is used to secure, waterproof and sterilize the hive cavity. It is also used
as a disinfectant for brood cells. It is a key component to colony health.

Longevity

Not only does a tree provide more forage for bees, it will continue to do so for much longer than
a pollinator garden would. Pollinator gardens take work and ongoing maintenance to keep them thriving and
productive for bees. I often see abandoned school pollinator gardens dry up and die, but once a tree is established it can live hundreds of years with little to no maintenance. Established trees are also difficult and expensive to remove so, even if you sell your property, there is a good chance the new owners will keep the tree
you planted. Planting a bee tree will mean a lasting food supply that may continue even after you have gone.

Air Quality One of the most overlooked threats to bees is air pollution. Studies have shown that honey

bees are negatively impacted by poor air quality. The pollution interferes with honey bee navigation and foraging, resulting in reduced honey production and pollination. Trees help to counteract this, not
only by providing a wealth of forage, but by cleaning the air. Trees absorb odors, pollutant gases and particulate matter in the leaves and bark.

Climate Change

Bees are especially vulnerable to changes in climate and extreme weather events
brought on by climate change. Climate change is driven by an excess carbon dioxide (CO2) in our atmosphere, but trees absorb CO2. They remove and store carbon and send oxygen back into the air. They also
help to cool cities and homes with their shade. Trees bring many levels of long-term benefits to bees and everyone else too!

Tree Varieties

There are many types of trees that feed bees, but you should make your selection
based on what thrives in your area. Whenever possible, plant trees that are native to where you live. Native
trees will support not only honey bees (which are not native to the
U.S.), but many other species of bees and pollinators that may
rely on native fauna. Some excellent trees for bees include: Maples, Alders, Redbud, Hazels, Tulip poplar, Tupelo, Black locust,
Willows, Basswood/linden, and Sourwood.

Rene's note: OUR plan here at Salem and approved by the Moline Arborist, includes: Sourwood, Scotch Pine, Golden threaded
Cypress, Arborvitae (so we have winter greens for the sanctuary
advent wreath, and 3 Serviceberries—see our bulletin board for
pictures, as Moline already has too many Maples. Look for them
this spring as you come into the parking lot, along 18th Avenue.

HOLY WEEK AT SALEM

From left to right: Palm Sunday, Egg Decorating, Raffle Baskets at Easter brunch.

Salem Kids line up before the egg
hunt (above), Easter Worship Service (left), Easter Brunch (below)

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
6:00 Adult
Christian Ed.
6:00 Youth Drop
in
7:00 Confirmation

2
8:00Maintenanc
e Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study
6:00 Worship
Committee

3
9:30 Green
Team Gardening

4
5:00 Worship

5
8:45 Adult Forum
8:45 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Service
Blessing of the
Health Kits

6
9:00 Health Kits
Assembly and
Delivery
1:00 Serenity
Circle

7
9:30 Polka
Band
6:00 Diakonia

8

9
8:00 Maintenance Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study
5:30 Finance
Committee

10
9:30 Green
Team Gardening

11
5:00 Worship

12 Mothers Day
8:45 Adult Forum
8:45 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Service

13

14
10:00 Staff
Meeting
6:00 Diakonia

15
6:00 Adult
Christian Ed.
6:00 Youth Drop
in
7:00 Confirmation

16
8:00 Maintenance Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study
5:30 Girl Scouts

17
9:30 Green
Team Gardening

18
5:00 Worship

19
8:45 Adult Forum
8:45 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Service
All Church Picnic
Blessing of the
Licenses and
Permits

20
Annual Reports
Due
Newsletter
Deadline

21
9:30 Polka
Band
10:00 Staff
Meeting
12noon Evergreens
6:00 Diakonia

22

23
8:00 Maintenance Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study

24
9:30 Green
Team Gardening
Newsletter Collating

25
5:00 Worship

26
10:00 Worship
Service

27
Memorial Day
Office Closed

28
10:00 Staff
Meeting
11:00 Support
Group

29

30
8:00 Maintenance Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study

31
9:30 Green
Team Gardening

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
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Rita Gustafson
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Dick Fislar/Nancy Patterson

Cathy Bigelow/ Kathy
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Cathy Bigelow/ Rene
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Josh Morrow
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Bonnie Lartz
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Jim Van
Laura Lynn
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Camryn Flippo
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Kaitlyn Wilburn
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Nadyne Stockhecke
Amber Hardin

MAY BIRTHDAYS
5/2
5/2
5/3
5/6
5/7
5/9
5/11
5/12
5/21
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/26
5/27
5/28
5/28
5/29
5/30
5/31

Bonnie Lartz

Salem Lutheran Church

May 2019

1724 - 15th Street
Moline, IL 61265
309-764-5614
E-mail: salem@salemmoline.org
Web: www.salemmoline.org

Change Service Requested
Saturday 5:00 pm
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circle meets in the lounge at Salem.

EVERGREENS
On May 21 at noon the Evergreens
will meet to hear Crystal Maring
speak on her recent mission trip to
Haiti. Crystal, daughter of Salem’s
Rod and Nancy Lindstrom, is a
nurse at New Perspective who
along with her daughter gave medical assistance to the people of Haiti.
A lunch of pulled pork, potato salad,
corn salad, vegetable tray and dessert will be served for $8. Sign up
in the narthex.

