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Community News and Events for the parish of Amesbury

This months lead article is by Fr Darren A’Court from St Mary & St Melor.
I don’t know whether you are observing Lent in any
way. Perhaps you saw people with curious black marks
on their foreheads on Valentine’s Day, which just
happened to be Ash Wednesday this year; you may
have wondered at this visual mark of Christian faith,
denoting the commencement of Lent and all that this involves. It is very easy
for this important season to be neglected, like so many aspects of religion, in
the midst of the multifarious other pursuits and pressures surrounding us.
These things affect us all, albeit in different ways and to varying extents. It is
easy to see why observing Lent might be the least of your worries, but I
believe that we can all gain something from attending in some way to the
season of Lent.
Lent represents Jesus’ forty days and nights of temptation by the Devil in the
wilderness, all of which he resists without faltering. This is simple enough,
but it has several layers to it. Many people, and perhaps you are doing this
now, choose to resist temptation for themselves by giving up something rich
or indulgent that they would otherwise enjoy – chocolate or cake, perhaps,
or something like that. Because Easter was the traditional time for the
baptism of those who had been taught about the faith during Lent, Lent is
also a time for learning, so some will join Lent study groups: in this parish we
have one looking at pathways in prayer. Christians will experience Lent as a
time of self-examination and penitence leading up to the dramatic events of
Holy Week and Easter. There is in fact a sense of walking with Jesus (and he
with us) during these weeks.
Whether in one of these ways, or some other, it is good to connect with the
spirit of Lent. And as we do so, we may discover that it invites us to consider
making a change in our lives. It may be that in giving up chocolate we
discover we can live without it after all, and do our teeth a favour in the
process. Or perhaps we will find ourselves drawn into something deeper,
called to make a more fundamental change in our way of life. These are
some of the ‘riches’ of Lent - if such a word can be used of this most austere
season of the Church’s year. To discover more about Lent and Holy Week,
the Lent Group I have mentioned, and the services taking place during Lent,
Holy Week and Easter, please feel free to be in touch.
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Sociable Strollers
The Sociable Strollers will start again in March for the summer. It will
be held on the first Saturday of each month for a friendly walk for up
to an hour and a half. We start at a pub in South Wiltshire and end
with a pub lunch there if you wish to join us. You do not have to be a
member of the church to take part.
As last year we will start at home, so our first stroll will be in
Amesbury. We will meet at St Mary & St Melor Church on Saturday
3rd March at 10.30am (to share cars) or 10.45am at The Orchard on
Archers Gate (near the Bowman Centre) and our route will bring us
back to lunch there by about 12.30. This will be less of a countryside walk, but will mainly be away from
roads, so I hope we can show you a few of the back routes you may not normally take.
If you and your friends would like to join us, or have any queries, please contact Jeanette A’Court 01980
259054 (as soon as possible for this month).
Next month’s Stroll will be a little further away. For details before the April Messenger is issued check
facebook: St Mary & St Melor Church, Amesbury.

Stonehenge at the Antrobus House
There are a number of talks taking place at Antrobus House over the coming weeks, these are:
Stonehenge- new discoveries/astronomy…….Thursday, 22nd March at 2.30pm. Refreshments at 2.10pm.
Talk by a local druid……………………………………..Thursday, 26th April at 7.30pm. Refreshments at 7.10pm.

Review of The Plot of Lady Livè
By Laura Ansbro
Full of cheer and pantomime spirit, The Plot of Lady Livé delivered exactly what pantomimes should; a
colourful set, glittering costumes, and lots of fun.
The undoubted star of the show was John Edwards as the irrepressible Dame Wis. Larger than life, cheeky
and more than equal to a little adlibbing when the audience got it wrong, Dame Wis led the cast in their
quest to find unassuming but noble Prince Arthur (Susan Taylor) and reunite him with the graceful and coy
Arlene (Joss Hampton).
The villains of the piece were the Prince's wicked Aunt, Lady Livé (Sally Newell) and her bold and cunning
son Prince John, skilfully played by Peter Davies. The supporting cast upheld all the pantomime traditions,
joking, singing, sparkling, and even rocking out to some classic anthems, leaving everyone in the audience
with a smile on their face.
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Lent Service & Lunch
The Churches in Amesbury together are holding a Lent Service and Lunch at the Baptist Church on Tuesday
6th March. The Service will begin at 12.30 pm followed by a Soup Lunch at 1.00 pm. All are welcome.
Voluntary contributions will be in aid of Wiltshire Air Ambulance. It would be helpful for catering, if you
expect to come, to let your church know the previous week.
Also look out for, and join in, on March 30th the Good Friday Walk of
Witness around Amesbury Town Centre. We will start in the Central Car
Park at 10.00 am and stop at other points in the centre to hear powerful
readings and reflect on what the day means to us. We will end with
refreshments and Hot Cross buns at Christ the King, Roman Catholic
Church. Again, please let your church know if you intend to come so that
we can cater for enough, but do not risk food waste.

Do you have something interesting to say? We want to feature your article!
Contact us using the information on the back page.
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AMESBURY EASTER CHURCH SERVICES
Good Friday 30th Mar

Methodist Church
Thursday 29th Mar
Sunday 1st Apr

10.00 am start at Amesbury Central Car park.
Good Friday Walk of Witness. All churches are taking part.

7.00 pm Maundy Thursday Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Easter Sunday Service
6.00 pm Easter Service with Holy Communion.

Christ the King, Roman Catholic Church
Wednesday 28th Mar
6.00 pm Holy Mass and Sacrament of Reconciliation.
th
Thursday 29 Mar
8.00 pm Holy Mass then Watching until midnight.
th
Friday 30 Mar
3.00 pm Solemn Liturgy, the Passion of the Lord
st
Saturday 31 Mar
9.00 am Holy Saturday Lauds
6.00 pm Easter Vigil
st
Sunday 1 Apr
10.30 am Holy Mass
4.00 pm Vespers
Baptist Church
Friday 30th Mar
Sunday 1st Apr

10.00 am Walk of Witness in Amesbury – see above
10.30 am Easter Sunday Service

St Mary & St Melor, C of E Church
Thursday 29th Mar
7.30 pm Eucharist of the Last Supper & Watch until midnight
th
Friday 30 Mar
2.00 pm Liturgy of Good Friday
st
Sunday 1 April
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Easter Parish Eucharist (NO 11.30 service)
6.00 pm Evensong
Woodford Valley with Archers Gate, C of E Church
Sunday 25th Mar
9.50 am Eucharist, donkey procession at St Andrew, Durnford
th
Thursday 29 Mar
6.00 pm Eucharist at All Saints, Woodford
th
Friday 30 Mar
2.00 pm Prayers at the Cross at St Michael’s, Wilsford
st
Sunday 1 April
10.00 am Family Communion at All Saints, Woodford
10.30 am Family Communion at St Andrew, Durnford
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Wyndham Youth Club
Starting March 2nd 2018 the Wyndham Hall
in Amesbury will be host to a weekly Youth
Club for young people in school years 7 - 11
on Fridays 7- 8:30pm.
Things to do will include a number of Pool,
Table Tennis and Air Hockey Tables. A
mobile disco run up the kids themselves.
PlayStation VR (virtual reality). Musical
instruments including Drum Kits and
Guitars. A tuck shop, soft drinks and tea/
coffee, and much more.
Once a month we will have theme nights,
for example murder mystery or fancy dress
parties.
We currently have a very small number of volunteers to help run the youth club, if you are interested in
helping please let us know. It will not be successful without volunteers like you!

Wyndham Toddler Group
A new stay-and-play for 0-5
year olds and their parents or
carers is starting on the 2nd
March in the Wyndham Hall.
Lots of toys, games, books and
crafts will be available every
week, along with a snack
corner.
Admission will be £1.50 per
family group, however we are
offering free entry for anyone
bringing a donation of clean, age-appropriate toys or games. If you would like to volunteer to help setup, clean-up, or serve snacks, then please contact Rachel Verbinnen on 07963 516690.
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Women’s World Day of Prayer
As usual, the first Friday in March is the Women’s World Day of Prayer during which
the same service will be held at various times of day throughout the world.
This year the Service has been prepared by Christian women of Suriname. It looks
into their everyday lives and concerns, but has great relevance to our own lives and
actions.
A group of us from local churches of all denominations are preparing for a service in
this area. It will be hosted jointly by All Saints Church and the Community Church in Durrington, in
Durrington Village Hall on Friday 2nd March at 7.00 pm.
All are welcome to attend (men need not feel uneasy as there will be others). Many people enjoy the
relaxed and inclusive nature of the service. There will be light refreshments afterwards.
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Amesbury Evening WI February 2018
Our meeting opened by singing Jerusalem which was given praise by our
speaker Mr Tim Fussell. Tim started by telling us how on a recent visit to his
dentist he learnt how to clean his teeth properly: don’t rinse off the
toothpaste from the teeth.
Since setting up the Fussel Foods business ten years ago it has been a
learning curve with his brothers and family who are three generation
farmers, mainly farming barley, wheat and rape seed in rotation, among
other business interests. The rape seed oil business started in a pig sty and
has now expanded to be able to sell the oil for salads etc. in large stores: this
took eight years to achieve with the ups and downs of how to produce a
good product for the public.
They also had to learn to market and put the their product on the supermarket shelves, terms like IBC
(International Bulk Container) and SRP ( Shelve Ready Packaging). All this took effort and time from the
family but now they are able to employ people in the business and give tours, talks and food
demonstrations. Many questions were asked and then a vote of thanks was given by Bridget Duff. We were
then able to sample the many varieties of oils and buy.
Break followed and then we had our updates on our groups and functions, also we voted for this years
resolution which will now be sent to WI house. The wooden item competition was won by Joan Burden,
raffle and birthday posies given and a thank you to the ladies that helped with the teas.
Our next meeting is our AGM on April 13th at 19.30 in Antrobus House with a fish and chip supper.

Come and Praise!
'Come and Praise' is the name of our new,
informal and relatively short service held on most
Sundays at 11.30am. If you want to 'dip your toe'
into worship, come and join us almost every
Sunday. If you want to go to a communion service
that is family-friendly and easy to follow, come
along on the third Sunday of the month. If you
want to see what happens in a baptism and help
celebrate it, come and be part of it on most
second and fourth Sundays. Whatever it is you're
seeking, this service is for you and everyone is
welcome. If you have any queries please don't
hesitate to contact Fr Darren on (01980) 259054.

Your Ad Here
The Amesbury Messenger is freely available to all
residents and visitors in our parish. In order to
keep it free, we rely on advertising revenue.
Do you have a local business or endeavor which
you would like to advertise?
The Amesbury Messenger is seen by over 500
people every month and is also available online
to a growing audience. Our fees are highly
competitive with other local publications.
For more information about advertising with us,
please see the back page for our contact details.
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Our new regular column: Bookworm Book Reviews
By the Reverend Wenda Rioch. This month - Food for the Journey...
Something old:
Julian of Norwich: Revelations of Divine Love, available in Penguin Classics and other editions on line or
from Sarum College Bookshop.
One of the great classics of spiritual literature. Enfolded in Love is a small book of daily readings that
introduces her writings and is the first book to be written by a woman in English. In her most well-known
vision, she sees a hazelnut. Wondering at its smallness the answer came to her mind 'It lasts and ever
shall be because God loves it and all things have their being through the love of God....In this thing I saw
three truths. The first is God made it. The second is God loves it. The third is God looks after it'.
Julian was born in 1342. She meditated for twenty years on both the visions and their meanings before
writing her book.
Something new..ish:
To be a Pilgrim 40 days with The Pilgrim's Progress by Peter Morden and Ruth Broomhall
ISBN978-1-78259-586-1 available through Sarum College Bookshop or on line.
What does it mean to be on a journey of faith? The authors have taken some of the key themes of
Bunyan's Pilgrims Progress to help us connect with God's story and our life. Christian, Bunyan's central
character could represent any one of us. His challenges, hopes, trials and triumphs are universally
experienced in life – and have been throughout history.
A thoughtful and encouraging book for Lent or any time. The forty days of reading each contain a short
biblical passage, an exert from Pilgrim's Progress followed by a reflection, something to ponder and a
prayer.
Something to borrow from the church bookshelf in the Jesus Chapel:
At Sea with God by Margaret Silf, pub DLT ISBN
0-232-52438-6;

Taking the image of sea-faring as a model for
our spiritual journey, Margaret Silf invites us to
leave the safety of the boatyard for the
uncertainty and risk of a journey across
uncharted waters to a mysterious destination.
Whether you are an experienced spiritual sailor,
or just putting a toe into the water for the first
time. At Sea With God will fire your imagination
and stir your spirit of adventure.
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March Crossword Puzzle

Across
2. An avid reader; our new regular column.
7. A parade.
10. What a Curate is to the Priest-In-Charge.
12. Walkers, strollers, hikers.
15. A recognised autonomous branch of the
Christian Church.
16. A priest, magician or soothsayer in the ancient
Celtic religion.

Down
1. To help out; to freely offer your time.
3. To publicise; promulgate.
4. Wide open, rural space.
5. Available after 10am service at St Mary and St
Melor.
6. Games console available at the Wyndham Youth
Club.
8. A ceremony imparting spiritual grace, i.e. a
baptism or Eucharist.
9. Christian Festival at the end of March.
11. A field of fruit trees.
13. A person who journeys to sacred places.
14. A sea-going vessel.
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Regular Services
The Abbey Church of St Mary and St
Melor
Sunday
08.00
10.00

11.30
18.00

Amesbury Methodist Church

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist followed by
refreshments in the Wyndham Hall
Come and Praise (all-age service) (not
Easter Day and Christmas Day)
Evening Service (as advertised; 1st
Sunday – Choral Evensong)

Sunday
10.30
18.00

Worship with Junior Church
Worship

Tuesday
10.30

Prayer Time

Wednesday
19.00

Bible Study

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of the month)
14.30
Faith and Light

Monday to Friday
08.30
Morning Office
16.00
Evening Office
Wednesdays
11.00
Eucharist, followed by refreshments
in the Wyndham Hall

Amesbury Baptist Church
Sunday
10.30

Amesbury Christ the King Church
Sunday
10.30am

Mass

Wednesday
10.30
12.15-12.30

Monday to Thursday
09.00
Morning Prayer
09.15
Mass

Friday
17.00
18.00
Saturday
07.15-17.45
18.00

Sunday Service
(Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays)

Bible Study
Lunch with speaker
(2nd Wed in the month)

Holy Hour
Mass
Contact information for all Churches can be found
on the back page

Confession
Mass
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Joke Of The Month
There was a preacher who fell in the ocean and he couldn't swim. When a boat came by, the captain yelled, "Do
you need help, sir?" The preacher calmly said "No, God will save me." A little later, another boat came by and a
fisherman asked, "Hey, do you need help?" The preacher replied again, "No God will save me." Eventually the
preacher drowned & went to heaven. The preacher asked God, "Why didn't you save me?" God replied, "Fool, I
sent you two boats!"
Submit yours at maryandmelor.com and go to the Amesbury Messenger page.

Regular Groups
Monday
10.30, 17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
13.30
Movin’ Monkeez
14.00-15.30
Memory Café
18.30-19.30
Aerobics, Hula & Pump
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Tuesday
09.30-10.00
Music Bugs
14.00
Archers Songsters
17.45
Girls Brigade
18.30-19.30
Tums, Bums & More
19.00
AA meet
Wednesday
12.00-14.00
Simple Fayre Lunches (fourth Wed)
13.00
Alabare
17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
18.00
Tai Chi
19.00-21.00
Amesbury Community Theatre (ACT)
Thursday
09.30-11.30
Noah's Ark (Mums and Tots)
10.00
Mencap
13.00
Yoga
14.00-16.00
Noah’s Playlist Singing Group
19.30
Music group practice
18.30-19.30
Aerobics Plus
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Friday
09.30-11.00
Wyndham Toddler Group
19.00-20.30
Wyndham Youth Club
19.15-20.30
Belly Dancing
Saturday
09.00
Men's breakfast (Second Saturday)
09.00
Women's breakfast (Last Saturday)
10.00-11.30
Coffee Morning
Some groups are subject to change and may only run in term time
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Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
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New Assistant Curate for St Mary and St Melor
My name is Heather and I am currently an Ordinand training for ministry at Sarum College, Salisbury. If all goes well I
will be Ordained in Salisbury Cathedral on Sunday 1st July by the Bishop of Salisbury and he has offered to post me
as Assistant Curate to St Mary and St Melor, Amesbury, I have very willingly accepted his offer.
I am married to Mick and we have 3 children, Alice is 22 and in her first year teaching in Nottingham, Claire is 20 and
works for Waitrose in Salisbury, Adam is almost 17 and studying for A levels in Salisbury. We currently live in
Shrewton, just along the road, but will be moving to Amesbury so that we are living within the parish.
It wasn’t really a telephone call from God but it was definitely him calling me!
In 2009 I made a huge decision to leave my career of 23 years and work for a Christian schools organisation, I felt
compelled to do so, I thought maybe I wanted to be a teacher. I soon discovered that although I loved the teaching it
was to something else that I was being directed. I learnt a great deal in my time away from my career about God,
about me and about what God might have in store for me. I returned to my original career after 15 months and was
then ‘hounded’ by my new vicar to attend a vocations day, she could see something in me that I hadn’t yet dared to
acknowledge. Eventually I succumbed and the day before I was due to attend the vocations day, my very lovely and
slightly ‘pushy’ vicar said to me as I was leaving her house, ‘you won’t rule out a collar tomorrow will you?’
This was the first time I had even considered a collar, but it was a strong punch to my internal compass and I knew at
that point where God was directing me.
I had finally recognised Gods call.
A great deal has happened since then I have been frightened, challenged, and faced great difficulties, but I have also
been excited, fulfilled and felt sheer joy.
I now find myself about to embark on my Curacy in Amesbury and I am excited and scared in equal measure. My
husband and family are equally apprehensive, none of us really know quite how our life is going to change, but it
certainly is, because being an ordained minister is a life choice not just a job, and my life choice will affect all of us.
But as we are reminded in Joshua 1:9
9 I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with
you wherever you go.’
I know without a single doubt that God will be in front of us lighting our path, bedside us holding our hands and
behind us encouraging us all the way.

The Wyndham Hall is looking for more regular user groups.
Visit www.maryandmelor.com and navigate to the Wyndham Hall page and like us on
Facebook. Just search “Wyndham Hall”
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Contact Information
The Abbey Church of St Mary And St Melor & The Wyndham Hall
Fr Darren A’Court
Tel: 01980 259054
Email:
Fr.darrenacourt@gmail.com
Web: www.maryandmelor.com
Facebook: @Maryandmelor

St Mary and St Melor
Church Street
Amesbury
SP4 7EU

WYNHDAM HALL BOOKINGS:
Tel: 01980 677244
Facebook: Wyndham Hall
Web: www.maryandmelor.com
Email:
Wyndhamhall@hotmail.com

Amesbury Baptist Church
Revd Barry Davis
Tel. 01980 625255
Email: davis.barrym@gmail.com
Website: www.amesburybaptist.org.uk

Facebook: @amesburybaptist
Amesbury Baptist Centre
Butterfield Drive
Amesbury, SP4 7SN

Amesbury Methodist Church & Hall
Rev. Paul Rees
Tel. 01980 676766
Email: paulrees678@msn.com
Junior Church Coordinator
Tel. 01980 623563

HALL BOOKINGS:
Liz Rose
Tel: 01980 623541
Amesbury Methodist Church
High Street
Amesbury SP4 7ET

Roman Catholic Church of Christ The King
Fr Anthony B. Paris
Tel: 01980 622177
Website: www.amesbury.cliftondiocese.com
Email:
Amesbury.christtheking@parish.cliftondiocese.com

4 Lords Croft
Amesbury
Wiltshire
SP4 7EP

ADVERTISING in the AMESBURY MESSENGER
Advertising in the Amesbury Messenger is easy and can get your business seen by over 500 people. Just go to our
website: www.maryandmelor.com and navigate to the Amesbury Messenger page and fill out a contact us form.

Amesbury Messenger Enquiries
Editor: Mark Verbinnen: 07590 335103
Email us: amesbury.messenger@yahoo.com

Sally Down: 01980 624085
Website: maryandmelor.com
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