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Dear Friends
As I sit at my desk writing this letter, I look out at the late afternoon sunshine,
the various shades of green and brown that dominate the landscape and a
somewhat stormy threatening sky. The view is not that dissimilar to the photograph on the left taken by Jon Battershill last week. Although the sky outside my window is somewhat
fierier and more ominous than that in the photograph.
Is the hue of the sky a warning of things to come I
wonder? For if the weather forecasters are to be believed we are in for a bout of very cold weather, with
the possibility of snow by Sunday. Maybe by the time
you read this we will have the answer. Is it something
that fills you with dread or excitement? Something else
to worry and wonder about on top of everything else
we are dealing with at the present time or something
to marvel in, enjoy and gladden your heart even if it is
only looking from the inside out from the comfort of
your armchair.
However you feel there is more to gladden the heart, the hours of light are
lengthening as each day goes by and God’s creation is beginning to awaken
from its winter sleep. The Candlemas Bell (Snowdrops) are beginning to cover
the ground with a blanket of white, as I said last week, a symbol of HOPE for
the world.
Each morning as I eat my breakfast, I watch BBC Breakfast Time. One of the
reports this week came from the vaccine centre set up at Epsom Racecourse.
Graham, who was reporting on the piece, was picking up on the positive vibe of
what was a Herculean task of vaccinating an entire population. For once the
whole clip was entirely positive, a rarity in present times, and something to be
applauded. There was however something else that stood out for me. The piece
ended with the reporter emphasising that the roll out of the vaccine brought
HOPE and LIGHT to the country. He actually used those words, HOPE and
LIGHT.
For Christians of course those words have a deeper meaning and are words that
I have often referred to during the dark and difficult weeks that have passed.
For it is the HOPE and LIGHT of Christ that is guiding us through, keeping us

going, even if at times we find it difficult to acknowledge. Hold on tight to that
HOPE and LIGHT it will get us through the dark tunnel that we are beginning to
emerge from.
Worship
This week I have once again, with the help of Mike Wesley (thank you Mike), recorded a short service of the word for you. It will go live on the website
www.st-edmund.co.uk at 6am on Sunday morning. The recorded service
follows exactly the printed order of service that is sent out with this letter and
can also be downloaded from our website. If you are unable to access the recording do take time to pray the service through for yourself.
Another reminder of other sources that you can link into Rochester cathedral, (which is closed for worship) is live streaming worship
twice a week, a Sunday Eucharist at 11am and Choral Evensong at 5.30pm on a
Thursday. www.rochestercathedral.org On the top left-hand side of the Home
page there is a box ‘Online service’, click here. The Church of England also hold
online services on a Sunday and throughout the week www.churchofengland.org
If you are without internet remember that you can watch Songs of Praise on
BBC1 at 1.15pm each Sunday.
Morning Prayer Readings
Date
07.02.21
08.02.21
09.02.21
10.02.21
11.02.21
12.02.21
13.02.21

Psalms
29, 67
27, 30
32, 36
34
37
31
41, 42, 43

Old Testament
Deut. 8:1-10
Eccles 7:1-14
Eccles. 7:15-end
Eccles. Ch 8
Eccles. Ch 9
Eccles. 11:1-8
Eccles. 11:9-12:end

New Testament
Matthew 6:25-end
John 19:1-16
John 19:17-30
John 19:31-end
John 20:1-10
John 20:11-18
John 20: 19-end

ZOOM Worship
I’m sorry that I still haven’t sorted this out, but I am hopefully that I will be
able to do so during the next couple of weeks. Please watch this space for information.
Prayer
As I mentioned in last week’s newsletter the Archbishops have written a letter
encouraging people to spend a short time in prayer and reflection at 6pm each day
from February 1, praying for the victims of the pandemic, those on the front line and
the public bodies and private businesses that make up our common life. They asked
that as many people as possible join in this venture. You can find all the resources
you need at: www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation I used the
resources this week by clicking on the above link and they were easy to find and to
follow. Each day there is a different theme to pray on and it provides prayers for you
to use if you so wish.
For those of you unable to access the internet for the resources I print two new
prayers for you to use this week if you so wish.

Stir up your power, O God,
and come among us.
Heal our wounds,
calm our fears
and give us peace;
through Jesus our Redeemer.
My God,
I believe so firmly that You watch over all those who hope in You,
and that we can want for nothing when we rely upon You in all things,
that I am therefore resolved for the future to have no anxieties,
and to cast all my cares upon You.
Amen. Claude la Colombiere
Lent
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which is the 17 th February this year.
The church building will, I’m afraid still be closed for worship and private prayer. I
intend recording a short act of worship and provide a printed service. It is my intension to provide some resources to use during this season. Rev Harriet has kindly
offered to lead a weekly Lent Course via ZOOM. More details to follow next week.
Brian Jones R.I.P.
The funeral of Brian Jones will take place this coming Wednesday, 10 th February.
Brian was a member of our 8am congregation who had a love of the Book of
Common Prayer and attended our First Sunday of the month BCP service. If any of
you would like to pay your final respects the cortège will be leaving Mitchem Close at
12pm turning left into Hever Avenue, left into Hever Road heading down past the
Co-op and right on to the A20 towards Brands Hatch. It will enter the main entrance
of Brands, pass the track and exit the back entrance on to Scratchers Lane. It will
continue on to Fawkham Road going past the track that leads to church and then
left onto the A20 heading to Vinters Park Crematorium at Maidstone.
Our wonderful community
Don’t forget if you have been offered an appointment for a vaccine and are unable to get to the location, please phone me. We now have two members of our
congregation who have kindly offered to help.
Birthdays
This week we have two beautiful
little girls to say Happy Birthday to,
both are members of our Toddler
church. Amiya Battershill and
Layaly Cordier both celebrate their
3rd birthdays. Hope your birthdays
are full of surprises.
Have a good week everyone.

Every Blessing Rev’d Sarah

