3rd Sunday of Easter - April 26, 2020

WEEKLY REFLECTION:
Today's Gospel shows us how the first community of disciples came to believe that
Jesus had risen from the dead and we gain insight into how the community of the
Church came to be formed. It may be surprising to us that those friends of Jesus
could walk and talk with Jesus and not recognize him. Cleophas thought he was a
stranger! We learn that they recognized Jesus in the blessing and breaking of the
bread which he gave to them. “Then their eyes were opened." We meet Jesus in
the Eucharist.
In the Gospel we find our model for the Liturgy of the Word. The disciples talked
about their experiences and understandings and Jesus interpreted to the two men
the things about him in the scriptures, beginning with Moses. In the next part we
find our model for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. In the Eucharist we too share in the
breaking of bread and discover Jesus in our midst.
The disciples returned to Jerusalem to recount their experiences and share what
they had learned with others. We are sent to share our experiences and faith with
others. In these difficult days let us share the comforting words of Jesus as he
gathers his loved ones to his heart.

PASTORAL TEAM MESSAGE:
We are all saddened and shaken by the events in Cumberland County and we join
with everyone in the province in grief. We pray for the souls of those lost and for the
families left behind. My God bring them comfort in this tragic time. The Colchester
County community has arranged an online vigil for the victims. It is being conducted
on FaceBook at 7:00pm on Friday.

Even before the stunning events of last weekend, the St. Theresa's Pastoral Team
was reaching out to our seniors and others to check-in on them during this period of
isolation. We want everyone to continue to feel connected as a community, and we
want to be sure no one feels alone. If you would like to receive a call from a member
of the Pastoral Team - please let Pat know at the office. Please assist us with this
pastoral work - call your St. Theresa's friends, check-in on each other, keep
connected as a church family.

We also need your help in a few other ways. If you know someone who may not
have email, but you think would like to receive the St. Theresa's bulletin - please let
Pat know in the office. We can arrange to send out paper copies to those who cannot
get the bulletin online. Likewise, if you are speaking with parishioners of St.
Theresa's - please ask them if they are receiving our emailed bulletin. If they aren't,
ask them to get in touch. We want to be sure we are reaching everybody.
Also, in this time of separation we are missing hearing all your good news. Please
let us know (again via Pat in the office) if there has been a birth or a graduation, or
any other happening you'd like to share with the community. There has been such
bad news of late and it has been wearying being self-isolated for so long - we would
all appreciate hearing about something good that we can celebrate.
Finally, we want to let you know that we will post in this online bulletin weekly with a
link to the live Sunday Mass by the Franciscans. It is Sundays at 9:30am. If you miss
it, you can view it on the St. Theresa's YouTube Channel afterwards or the
Franciscan Channel. The links will be at the end of all future emailed bulletins.

FROM SR. LUCIA FOR RELIGIOUS ED

The Road to Emmaus
This week we see two disciples going to a town called Emmaus. They had left Jerusalem
and were talking about Jesus' death and how his body was missing from the tomb. They
were terribly sad and disappointed. But then Jesus himself showed up on the road and
started walking with them, but they didn't recognize him at first. Jesus asked them what
they were talking about and when he realized that they didn't understand, he told them
all about himself from scripture. They only realized it was Him when they had supper
together and He blessed and broke the bread in the special way He alwasy does with
His friends. Through sharing of God's word and the breaking of bread, they could finally
see clearly who He was. This is how Jesus shares himself with us too!
You can watch the story here:

FRANCISCAN NEWS
Hello Dear friends,
Greetings during this Easter Season! Our Community has been keeping well in our
respective convents. We are learning to navigate through these very different times
and we have been keeping all of you in our daily prayers, that God's grace will
strengthen and sustain you as you face your daily challenges. One way we've sought
to keep in touch with you, our wider Franciscan family, during this time is though our
Youtube Channel.
A big thank you to many of you who have been showing support for the channel with
your comments, views and by subscribing to the channel. We are still a ways off from
our goal of 1000 subscribers. Having 1000 subscribers would allow our brothers to
have a better quality video for the Sunday Mass Livestreams. So we're asking, if
you haven't yet subscribed, please do so. And if you have subscribed already (or will),
consider inviting a friend(s) to subscribe also! If all of us reached out to just a couple of
friends, we would have that better quality video in no time!
To subscribe, you can go to our Franciscans of Halifax YouTube Channel and just
click the "Subscribe" button over on the right side of the page.
Thank you again, and please remember us also in your prayers. We maintain Hope as
the virtue for this difficult time, and we hope and look forward to seeing you all again
soon!
Peace and all Good,
the Franciscans of Halifax

FINANCE CORNER
The faithful of St. Theresa’s are amazing! At a time when so many terrible and
tragic events are happening, our community still wants to find ways to serve the
Lord. Each day we hear about acts of Christian service by our Eucharistic Family
like: telephone calls to our neighbours; making food runs to the grocery store for
someone who is not mobile; printing this bulletin and passing it to a friend who
does not have a computer; sending cards to our friends in The Berkeley; making a
meal and leaving it on the front step of someone in isolation to name a few. The
Lord does not ask us to be heroic but He does ask us to love our neighbours.
These acts of love, large and small, put into action our faith in the Lord which will
sustain us and protect us through this challenging time.
The suspension of Masses due to COVID-19 prevents us from being together to
worship and impacts our ability to receive weekly offerings to pay the bills. Despite
taking a variety of budgetary control measures, expenses continue to be incurred
not the least of which are expenses undertaken before the pandemic started to
repair to the Church building.
Many in our community are facing financial difficulties too, and their first priority
must be taking care of the needs of their families and loved ones.
For those Parishioners who want to continue to support St. Theresa’s financially
and have the means to do so please review the options available on the St.
Theresa’s website:
Click here -> How to Donate During the COVID-19 State of Emergency
Last week you learned about how you might financially support our Church through
the e-transfer option of your online banking. It is a simple as setting up an Interac
transfer for St Francis and St Clare of Assisi Parish using the email address:
office@stfrancisandstclareparish For more information please review the bulletin
for April 19, 2020 here -> Bulletin

Another Option: Pre-Authorized Payment Plan
Another important option is the Pre-Authorized Payment Plan at St. Theresa’s
(PAPP). We are grateful to those Parishioners who have already registered and
have continued to give using this option. Should you wish to make changes to your
Plan, please contact the Parish Office.
How to Register for the Pre-Authorized Payment Plan
For those who have not yet registered for PAPP, it is very easy to register. The
form is available online at our website.
Just click on the button to read the brochure. Everything you need to know is
described in the brochure. If you are interested in registering, print page one of the
brochure and fill it out, scan it and send it as an attachment by email or mail it to
the Parish Office. Once you are registered, everything happens automatically.
Remember you can make changes or cancel PAPP whenever you need to.
During this unprecedented time, every action we take, no matter how small, helps
to create hope, spreads Christ’s love throughout our community and shows our
faith in God.
To everyone who is able to continue to contribute at this time, we thank you for
your generosity. May God bless you and keep you, your Family and friends safe
and healthy which will keep St. Theresa’s strong!

DIOCESAN NEWS

Archbishop Mancini's Weekly Video Message
Continuing Hope in the Midst of Tragedy

Archbishop Mancini offers a Message of Condolence

                                                                        April 20, 2020
Commissioner Brenda Lucki, Commissioner of the RCMP
And all those affected by this tragedy,
I wish to express on my behalf, as Archbishop of Halifax-Yarmouth, and in the name of Catholic faithful, our
sincere condolences on the loss of life of Constable Heidi Stevenson. Her death in the line of duty, indicates
the highest sacrifice that one can make on behalf of the citizens she served.
Our prayers go out to all the members of her family, particularly her children, and to the fellow officers of her
RCMP family, who mourn the loss of her life.
Such a tragic event, involving the meaningless death of so many of our fellow citizens has shocked us all,
adding more collective suffering to an already tragic time in our province, our country and in our personal
lives. I offer my deepest sympathies to the families and friends of all the victims and pray that they find some
consolation in the expressions of love and caring being shown to them in their time of sadness and grief.
As a faith leader in the Christian tradition, it is possible to offer some support with the tenant of our faith, the
heart of the Easter message, that life carries on beyond death.
I share these consoling words as our prayer for all who have been touched by these recent events and as an
expression of our solidarity with all Nova Scotians.
                                                                        Sincerely in Christ,
                                                                        †Anthony Mancini
                                                                        Archbishop of Halifax-Yarmouth

FORMED is a Catholic web portal, providing access to a rich array of programs,
movies, documentaries, shows, talks and eBooks - all of which could enrich both our
spiritual lives and also our community of St. Theresa.
To Sign up, click on the FORMED image above:
1. Click "Sign up".
2. Select “I Belong to a Parish or Organization”.
3. Find your Parish by Name (St. Francis and St. Clare Parish,
6351 North St., Halifax, NS) or by Posta Code (B3L).
4. Enter your email – and you’re In!
To Sign in, go to the formed website and sign in with your email
.

SOCIAL MEDIA CONNECTIONS & MASSES
St. Theresa's Facebook
St. Theresa's Website
Email

Franciscan Channel (Live Masses Sundays @ 9:30am)

St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi YouTube

The buttons above will take you to the St. Theresa's Facebook page, the St. Francis and St.
Clare of Assisi Parish YouTube Channel, the St. Theresa's website or open an email message
to the St. Theresa's office. You can access live Masses each Sunday at the Franciscan
Channel link above.

Please feel free to share our messages and invite others to join our mailing list.
Thanks and God bless you!
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