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The Importance of Including Your Notary's Commission Expiration Date on
Notarized Documents
A notarial certificate indicates what actions the document's preparer wants the notary to perform. The venue
states that the notarization took place in a particular location that lies within the jurisdiction of the notary
public. The presence of a notary commission expiration date shows that the document was notarized at a
time when the notary held authority to notarize.
Your state may not require that your notary's commission expiration date be part of the required element of
your notary seal or be present on the document in order for it to be valid. For instance, in Tennessee, the
notarization is not invalidated if the commission expiration date is missing, but, if it is later determined that
your commission had expired or been suspended or revoked at the time the document was notarized, the
notarization
would
be
invalid.
If there is not a line designated for the expiration date, you can simply print "My Commission Expires on" and
the date under or near your signature. Unless your state law says otherwise, a rubber stamp with the relevant
information may be used instead of printing by hand.
Even if a notary's commission expiration date is not required by law, many document recipients will reject
the notarization if the expiration date is absent. It is considered a best practice to always include the notary
commission expiration date on every document that you notarize.
The State of Delaware’s expiration date is a required part of the Embossed / Inked Stamps.

Delaware Code Title 29,§4309(a), §4310(a)
The notary MUST use either a metal embossing seal OR a black-inked rubber stamp.
The seal MUST contain:




The notary’s name exactly as it appears on the commission.
The words “My Commission expires on” followed by the expiration date*
The words “Notary Public” and “State of Delaware”
*The expiration date on the seal of a limited governmental notary public must instead read, “My
commission expires upon office.”

NOTE: This article serves as information purposes to broaden the knowledge of the notary public. The
Delaware Notary Association is dedicated in keeping the Delaware Notary with working information in
performing their duties to the best they can and to the fullest.
The Delaware Notary Association recommends contacting the State of Delaware Notary Public office for
any detailed questions at (302)739-4111 or email: notary@delaware.gov
This article is part of the series that began with What Does a Notary Public Do?
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