Last week we talked about the red button 


and not pushing it.  



Eva promptly went home, 




got in the car 





and turned on the flashers.  



I smartly took the key fob 




so she could not push the car alarm this time.   

But what if there wasn't a red button.  


What if you had to stand on the side of the road 



and wave people down?  


What if you had to yell for help 


or hope someone saw what was happening 



and come assist?  W


hat if you had to live with the consequences of the choices you had made?  

I ask this, 


because the disciples, 

after hearing that there was never meant to be an exit out of marriage, 


mull this over 



and make the following statement, 



“If this is the situation between a husband and wife, 





it is better not to marry.”  



They are saying, 




if there is only one way in and out of the the relationship, 





and that is death, 




then it is better not to marry.  


A remark that we can not tell if they said it in jest 



or in seriousness, 


but one that has the reality of marriage behind it, 



but not the full reality of life.  

I say the full reality of marriage behind it, 


because the disciples are acknowledging that married life is hard.  



That they have seen relatives, 



friends, 



co-workers who are not in the best marriages, 




who have had things come to pass that have changed the marriage, 




and they were led to believe that when things got hard, 





there was a way out.

They were hoping that the Kingdom and life that Jesus was promising 


did not include suffering, 


did not have trials that required them to lean fully upon God's saving grace, 


that when things got down and dirty, 



there was an eject 



or restart button that could be pushed, 



a red button that would make everything okay again.  

Jesus disappoints them 

and he is going to disappoint us 


if this is our hope.  


If this is our hope, 



there is much that needs to change if we are going to follow Jesus for long.

While Millenials might be more blatantly asking for the world to revolve around them, 


all generations have been asking for the same thing for millenia.  

These disciples are prime examples.  


If they are expected to stay with the same partner, 



even if she can't do everything she once did, 



if her looks change, 



if her memory deteriorates, 



if an accident occurs 



or disability comes about.  


If this is the case, 



then maybe they are better off single.

Jesus' response is not one that many in our sexualized culture want to hear.  


Jesus says that singleness is okay, 



but it sustained as a gift from God.  


Because when Jesus talks about being single, 



he uses the term eunochoi 



or eunuch.  




A castrated male.  




One who is unable to make children.  


This is different than our modern view of a bachelor.  

Jesus paints a picture where we are either married until death 


or not sexually active.  

While many are appalled by such a thought, 


there have been billions of people who have lived by these standards 


and found life just as fruitful.

What we hear Jesus doing in this passage, 


after just affirming the high calling of marriage, 


is also affirming the high calling of singleness.  

While our translation makes it hard to decipher what Jesus is talking about at first, 


the context leads us to see that Jesus affirms both marriage and singleness.  

But he acknowledges that singleness is a trial that is not for everyone.  


Jesus knows how we were created, 



because he was involved in creation.  


So he knows that we were made to desire intimacy with the opposite sex.  


He knows that the species continues 



and people find blessings 



in being in a life-long relationship with one other person.  

But he is also aware that our sexuality is not all of who 


or what we are.  

We are God's children, 

we are God's beloved, 


before we worry about whether we are married or single, 


active or sitting on the bench.

Jesus acknowledges that people find themselves not having sex through three routes.  


They were born that way, 


some one made them that way, 


or they choose to be that way for the Kingdom.  

Those were the three ways, 


created, 


made,


or choose to be without intercourse.  

Now, only one of those really involves much personal discernment.  


But Jesus says that no matter how you came into the situation, 



you can only continue in it, 




through the Word that has been given you.  

This word is not for everyone.  

This word is not to be sought out as the norm, 


marriage and making children is the norm.  

But if you find yourself in the position of a eunuch, 


it too is a calling that can be used by God and his Kingdom.

Our two main characters in the story so far fit this billing.  


Jesus himself, 



because of the Kingdom work that lay ahead, 




chose to, 





despite what popular fiction wants you to believe, 




remain celibate.  


His cousin John as well, 



seems to have remained unmarried, 




as there are not that many recipes to spice up honey and locusts 




and no one wanted to wash a camel hair jacket.  

The work that they were called by God to do 


did not make time for a marriage that would glorify God, 



so they abstained.  

The calling of family is a large one.  


I know, 


I am living it.  

I am trying to do all of the things I used to do as your single pastor as a married pastor, 


and not everything gets done.  

There are seasons for both singleness and for marriage, 


and Jesus is calling us to be sexually active in only the marriage season.

This calling of singleness at times, 


almost seems hopeless anymore.  

It is possible, 


but it is hard 


and not the societal norm



as 17 is the current average age of losing one's virginity.  

Thus the reason why Jesus puts the disclaimer on singleness at the beginning and end.  


This is not a word for everyone, 



but for those who find themselves living it out, 




Jesus is there to support you.  

We can try and argue that Jesus' time 


and our time are different.  

Most girls were not much past puberty before they were married 

and boys were married before they reached 20 years old.  


But we are not too far removed, 



I thought I would be married by the time I was 21 as my parents were, 



so the following 14 years were a rude awakening to my ideals.  


But our priorities have shifted.  
For the Israelite, 


the priority was family, 



so you married young 



to have the most years to make children.  

In the United States, 


we marry at our convenience 


and have children when we decide the timing is right 



and fits our schedule.  

In the last 40 years, 


we have moved from 20 years old 


to 27 and 29 years old as the average age to be married.  

As we have done so, 


we have tried other methods to deal with the desires of our body, 



as it would seem that not many of us were called to be eunuchs.  

This has led to a on-slought of other issues 


to the detriment of our physical, emotional, and spiritual health.  

While we face society on one side 

and God's calling on the other, 


the question is which god are you going to serve.  

We, as followers of Jesus, 


have declared that we would follow Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  

Jesus did not just ask for your Sunday morning, 


but for your whole life.  



For your every interaction, 



for your thought life, 



for your interactions with everyone, 


because when we accepted him as our Lord, 



we became his servant 



and God's child.  




Both of whom listen to what their Father and Lord say.  

We know society is saying something else.  


Society is saying,



 “Divorce is okay.



  Sex outside of marriage is great.  



Children come at your discretion and convenience.  



Do what is easiest for you.”  
To which Jesus reminds us of why we were created in the first place 


and the proper role of everything.  



That marriage is the only place for sex.  



Divorce is unacceptable, 




no matter the circumstances.  



Children are a gift of God 




and should be welcomed early and often, 





as we will hear again next week.”

In all of these scenarios' 


your freedom is no longer your own, 


your timing is not your own, 


following the rustlings of your hormones and libido 



is no longer your own.  

But that should not be a surprise to those who gave their life to Jesus 


for him to be Lord over.  

You gave your life to one who is on his way to Jerusalem to suffer and die, 


so that others may have life.  

He called you into his family under the same premise.  

So if you find yourself struggling in your marriage 


and looking for the red button to push to get out 

or struggling in your singleness 


and looking for the red light to soothe the urges, 



remember that the struggle is to be expected, 



and Jesus will walk with you in the struggle 




and help you to cope, 




and there is forgiveness when you fall short.

While it would be easier to try and be flippant about Jesus' commands 


as the disciples could have been, 

realize that this is what the Kingdom of Heaven calls us to.  


It is what is intended.  

I don't like suffering anymore than anyone else.  


But I do know that the suffering that I did do 



has lead to some beautiful fruit 


and the ignoring of God's calling I entertained



has only tarnished the future gifts.  

So pray for those who are single, 


that they may be able to keep God's word 


and do the work that they are called to do for the Kingdom well.  

And pray for those who are married, 


that they might do the work that they are called to do for the Kingdom.  

For neither calling is easy 


or with our its burdens.  

But Jesus has made sure that he is sufficient to help us in both callings.  


May we live in both knowing the red button actually like the red bat phone



in commisioner Gordon's office.



A direct line to Jesus and the Father to ask for help.


Also known as prayer.
