One of the books we have read more than once in our house 


is Five Minutes' Peace 



by Jill Murphy.  

It tells of a mother elephant, 


Mrs. Large, 

who desires 5 minutes of self care time from her 3 children 


first thing in the morning.  

Parents reading it 


can relate to Mrs. Large, 



as her story of constant interruptions is part of parenting.  

She starts at the breakfast table trying to read the paper, 


moves to the tub for a little bit, 



before the children all join her, 


then back to the table for 3 minutes and 45 seconds 



of so called peace, 




before she is joined by her children again.  

Mrs. Large dream of peace 


is not to be disturbed, 



crawled on, 


asked a question, 


or needing to do something.  

It is often our picture of peace as well.  


But as we heard in the video, 



shalom, 



or peace is all the pieces working together.  


That is peace.  

How many of our cars exist in shalom, 


with every piece working together.  

It is great when they are 


and becomes a headache 


and expensive when they are not.

Now in the story of Mrs. Large's search for 5 minutes peace, 


it is worthy to note 



that she is close 




multiple times 



to reaching biblical peace, 



but not isolated peace.  

In her bath time, 


her oldest is playing his recorder music for her, 


her middle child is reading her stories, 


and the baby elephant just wants to be in the bath with her.  

At one point 


all of the children are in the bath with her 


and having a good time.  



Everyone except mommy, 




who is not looking for shalom, 




but isolation.  


She is wanting to withdraw 



rather than engage.

I highlight this point 


because we often make a similar mistake 



in our search for peace.  

We think that if everyone would just leave us alone, 


peace would come.  

During COVID, 


we were one of the last 3 counties in the United States 



to have a case of COVID.  


We were isolated, 



but peace was not here, 




there was still fear and judgement of one another.  



Mainly because 




we were not working together




we were isolated into our own small groups 





with each group having its own standard 






of what isolation and sanitary were.  


We are much healthier mentally, physically, and spiritually 



since we have come out of the isolation approach. 

We would be even healthier 


if we could work together even better.  

But the sacrifices necessary 


are ones we have never been fully ready to make.

There has been someone 


who has though.  

The Prince of Peace.  

Isaiah 9 informs us about him 


with the words that have graced many Christmas Cards over the years, 

“For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, 


and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 


Mighty God, 


Everlasting Father, 


Prince of Peace. 

Verse 6 is wonderful, 


but verse 7 tells us how this will all come to be.  

It reads, 


“Of the increase of his government and peace 



there will be no end.”  

The way to peace 


is to increase how much we work together 



under the same standards of life, 


not lessen them.  

As Jesus' rule, 

dominion 

or government increases, 


so our peace increases, 



the ability to work together.

This all sounds good 


and our minds want to say, great, 



where do I sign up?  

But then we sing theologically rich hymns like, 


“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 



and see the fullness of what it requires.  


A child born of a virgin, 


God and men being reconciled, 


Christ being Lord and not us, 


God becoming man, 


God being with us as Immanuel.  



We need to undergo healing, 



we need to undergo a second birth, 



and then we need to follow the rule of the Prince of Peace 




and the Sun of Righteousness.”  

That is a different way of living.  

That is a lot.

A lot that is possible 


as Colossians 1:19-20 tells us.  

“For it was the Father’s good pleasure 


for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 


and through Him 



to reconcile all things to Himself, 


having made peace through the blood of His cross; 

through Him, 


I say,



whether things on earth or things in heaven.”  

As we hear this, 


we have to hold that world phrase 



“having made peace” 


correctly in our heads.  

The fact that a war in the Ukraine continues to happen 


would make me say, 



“Jesus did not make peace.” 


if I use the worldly definition.  

But if I heard, 


having brought things together 



through the blood of his cross, 


it makes much more sense.  

In the blood of his cross, 


our sins were forgiven 


and we can forgive others.  

We are no longer separated from God 


and can draw near to the Father through the Spirit.  

In the blood of the cross, 


we are able to connect with one another 


and with God 



in a closer way than we were before.  

This coming to earth as a baby 

and dying for our sins as a grown man 


is what has enabled us to draw closer together.  



To work under the government or rule of Jesus.

The humble way in which Jesus came, 


set the tone for his rule.  

That riding on a donkey 


instead of a war horse from Zechariah built upon that.  

Defeating evil 


through his own death 


instead of fighting back 



are all ways in which the Prince of Peace's rule is different, 



but allows us all to be a part of it.  

This is great news, 


because the other way is out of reach for the majority of us.  

We are not the congregation 


with the movers and shakers of our city government anymore.  

Our influence over state or national matters is pretty slim.  

I am the moderator of the Presbytery of Alaska, 


but when ever I raise issues at the National level, 



I am often told, 




“You are from Alaska, 




things are different there.”  

If might and power were how we were to change the world, 


we might as well give up.  

But that is not the story of Jesus' 


or even in the Old Testament, 



God's peace.

God picked one family, 


Abraham's, 



to be his light.  

One nation, 


a small powerless nation, 



which had almost 500 years in slavery under Egypt.  

That is who God called to be his light to the world.  


To show how we were to be his people.  

Israel kept wanting to go big 

and the Kings thought with God on their side,


 they could withstand Babylon and Egypt.  


But they were not trusting God to help them with this.  



They were wanting God to put his mark of approval 




on what they were doing.  


This led to the Exile and the restart.  
It was when the most powerful nation was in power over Israel 


that God decided to act, 



so that we could hear clearly how God's kingdom was going to work.  

Jesus' Kingdom 


has outlasted the Roman Empire 



by about 1500 years at this point.  


It has expanded to every corner of the globe, 



not just the parts that historians have records of.  

And it works best 


when we follow the ways of Jesus with his humbleness, 


his meekness, 


his forgiveness,


 his grace.  

It is then 


when his power, 


his might, 



and his all encompassing peace are present.  

Do you hear that the power of Jesus 


comes from forgiving people?  

In doing so, 


his relationship with them continues to exist.  

By giving them grace, 

by giving them another opportunity, 


his influence upon them grows 



instead of lessens.  

By serving them, 

helping them, 


he becomes their king.

As I started with, 


the Large children were all trying to serve their mother.  

She was not in a humble place to receive it 


and missed it.  

In the various scenes, 


the children were not fighting.  

In one they were having breakfast together, 


but it was messy.  

In the other 


they were trying to share their talents with their mother. 



“Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” is hard to hear on the recorder, 




I will grant Mrs. Large that.  

But if she would have realized that peace 


was not about being alone in isolation, 


but rather all together, 

she would have realized that breakfast 

and her bath 


were heaven breaking in 


and the Prince of Peace ruling in that moment.

In the season that lays ahead, 


may we see those moments 



where people are coming together 



and realize that is what the peace the prince laid down his life for.  

May we be facilitators of bringing people together, 


even if it impedes upon our other ideals.  

The more we can connect people 


and show them the forgiveness of Christ, 


the unity of Christ, 

the more the Government of Christ will expand, 

the further the rule of the Prince of Peace will be.
