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Dear Family in Faith,
This morning my focus has been on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 26) and the season of Lent. In particular, I have been looking
through catalogs and websites that sell church supplies geared towards helping congregations keep these liturgical
observances. I have been looking over their various purple bulletin covers, noting their large banners with ashy script, and
reading their blurbs from the crop of devotional books we might make available to you. I have also been noting the price tags.
Some of these items are not all that inexpensive. I don’t fault anyone for that. People have a right to earn a living. I also don’t
think it is wrong to try to do what we can around the church oﬃce to assist people in keeping a holy Lent, even if that means
doing (or spending) a little extra. Still, I can’t help but notice a dichotomy within me as I think such thoughts.
That’s because my default notion of Lent is to see it as a time where we willfully embrace patterns of simplicity in our lives and
forgo doing extra or spending extra that might otherwise distract us from God. I think of Lent as season in
which we ponder what is truly important in our lives with renewed focus. It is the time when we take
an honest inventory on the state of our souls, and reflect upon who we are and what we are
becoming day by day (for better or for worse). It is the season where we dive deep into reflection of
how dependent we are upon the grace of God. Entering credit card information on a website for a
bulletin cover that many may not even notice just seems to fly in the face of this for me today.
Martha, thank goodness, has provided a solution for my morning’s two-mindedness. She has already
crafted a possible bulletin cover for Ash Wednesday. It would be something we can easily print up
ourselves here in the oﬃce. The front cover will have in large font the words, “Remember you
are dust.” I don’t think we can be more honest and to the point than that.
Yours in Christ,

Christopher

“Secret Blessing”

Presbyterian Women from the Presbytery of Mississippi gathered January 17-18 at Camp
Wesley Pines near Gallman, MS, for their winter spiritual retreat. This was a diﬀerent
venue for this gathering because the retreat center at St. Mary of the Pines where this
gathering had been held for twenty-four years was sold last year.

The facilities at Camp Wesley Pines were very comfortable, the food was good, and the
fellowship was warm as we shared stories of our experiences of God’s presence in our lives. The facilitator was Nash Noble, an
ordained, retired chaplain, former member of the Peace Corps, and a musician; the topic was Sweet Blessings. Nash shared several
inspiring stories from her own life and encouraged us to be more aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit in both memorable and
ordinary events of our lives. She also led us in a discussion of the importance of forgiveness even as she emphasized that forgiveness is
easy to talk about but very diﬃcult to do.
In addition to the inspiration from the retreat topic, a real benefit is the coming together of Presbyterian Women from all around our
Presbytery to share ideas, goals, and Christian fellowship. There were four from Westminster attending: Jeanne Herring, Martha Ann
Hogrefe, Ann Johnson, and Rhoda Pickett. Many thanks to all those who made this retreat so successful!
Martha Ann Hogrefe
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The Choir is getting back into the swing of things, and we have been hard
at work. We are getting ready for Ash Wednesday and again will join
forces with the Parkway Heights choir for our combined service (a
tradition that began during our time across the road, and one we are proud
to continue). Easter is right around the corner. Your choir friends will be
busy for a couple of months prepping for Holy Week and the BIG day.
Thank you all for your support of the children’s choir, Choir of Faith. The applause they received on the 26th meant a lot to them. Not
all of them are too keen on singing in front of other people, so if you see any of them make sure you let them know how good they are
doing. Young singers need a lot of positive reinforcement.
I have been ending our prayer time in choir by thanking God for the gift of music. We hope our music is a gift to you as well and that it
enriches your worship.

A Word From the Director of Discipleship
WEDNESDAY NIGHT
The Wednesday Night program at Westminster begins each Wednesday evening at 5:30 p.m.
followed by programs for adults, youth, and children. Christopher will be leading the youth, Tommy
will be leading the adults, and Michael and Sarah Beth will lead our children. Dates to note for
February's dinners are the 5th when our friends from Liberty Ministry will be joining us and the 26th
when our friends from Parkway Heights will join us for dinner and will then worship with us as we
observe Ash Wednesday.
YOUTH AND CHILDREN
On the evening of January 26th, the youth, children, and ladies from the church gathered together in Montague Hall to make
blankets. Spearheaded by Janiel Harris and Ann Johnson, the blankets that were made will be presented to the Hattiesburg
Chief of Police on Sunday, February 12, during the children and youth's normal meeting time. These blankets will be used by the
police to distribute to families that are in need.
Laser Tag! The children and youth will be going out to dinner and will follow up with a few rounds of Laser Tag the night of
Sunday, February 23. Meet at the McAlister's on Hardy near Parkway Heights at 5 p.m. Dinner will be a dutch treat aﬀair and the
church will pick up the tab on the Laser Tag. Parents are asked to pick folks up in the parking lot of the Laser Tag building at 7
p.m.
NEW BEGINNINGS
Join us for New Beginnings this month! We are scheduled to meet Monday, February 17, at noon in Montague Hall. We will enjoy
lunch together and then will take in a program. Details of February's program will be coming soon in your worship bulletins.

JANUARY
ATTENDANCE
Jan 5—99
Jan 12—134
Jan 19—145
Jan 26—113
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LIVING WATERS OF THE WORLD
WATER MISSION
Representing the three MS church consortium, Westminster sent a team
of four to El Salvador for the long awaited installation of a water
purification system with Centro Biblico Igesia Rey de Gloria, a small
church in Guadalupe. This Compassion International partner cares for
children of about 250 local families and has a structure in place to help
ensure accountability and ultimately success. Dave Daves, Alejandro
Herrera, and Eric and Karen Reidenbach spent four days on-site helping
install the system, teaching operators how to maintain the system,
working with their team of educators on healthy hands and healthy
water, and helping establish a business plan. Our in-country coordinator,
Denis Evangelista, headed a team of Dave and Alejandro who did a
tremendous job, with the help of the operator team, to set up the
system that will produce pure water for the community well into the
future.
Pastor Pedro and the community of Guadalupe took us in and treated us
as family—good food and great new friends of all ages. Upon leaving
Guadalupe, Pastor Pedro told us how thankful he was for our help and
blessed us for the work that we had done. The water celebration was
the culmination of our eﬀorts and is always a bittersweet moment—a
moment when we rejoice in the blessings of clean water but also a
moment when we say good-bye to wonderful people. A special nod of
the head goes to Alejandro who was a great addition to our team and
promises to be a stalwart of future water eﬀorts. Thanks especially goes
to the congregation without whose support so generously given, none
of this would be possible. Your support brings God's gift of pure water to
a community that has never enjoyed such a blessing before.
Peace and Clean Water,
Eric and Karen Reidenbach
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH BLANKETS—PRESENTATION ON FEBRUARY 12
On Sunday, January 26, Youth and Children's groups made blankets that will be donated to the Hattiesburg
Police Department. Members of the police force will give the blankets to comfort children in need whom
they encounter in their work in the community.
At 5:30 p.m. the evening of Wednesday, February 12, we will welcome members of the Hattiesburg Police
Department and their command at Westminster. After sharing a meal with them at 5:30, the Children and
Youth will present these oﬃcers with the blankets they made on January 26. We hope you all will join us!

How Times Have Changed
by Ann Johnson
Ed and I with our four children joined
Westminster in 1956, knowing it had a loving
Bible-based congregation and would be great
for raising children. This proved to be true since
they are all active in their churches, as are
their children.
We became recipients of Westminster's special
love when my parents, Druse and Rex Davis,
lost their home in Hurricane Camille in 1969, and
subsequently moved to our home. Rex was
paralyzed and they couldn't get out much so the
attention and visits from Westminster were very
special. Presbyterian Women hosted a shower for them and sent Druse a poinsettia tree on her 100th
birthday, with all of her Sunday School class attending. These things were very meaningful to them.
Soon, though Rex began to feel left out, so we started a newsletter! First up, was forming a
committee (a very Presbyterian thing). Betty Garraway chaired the committee and Jim Johnson
suggested naming it “West Press." After gathering news and other pertinent items the information
was received by Dr. Maurice Brown for editing, and then we would bring the material back to the
church to be "run off." Back then there were mimeographs, not copiers. Next we brought the sheets
to Rex and he would assemble, fold, staple, and hand-address the newsletters. Our daughter
remembers well the sight of her grandfather's breakfast table covered with newsletters in various
stages of assembly.
With love and prayers, and with lots of good Westminster food, this church helped us through some
difficult times and I will be forever grateful.
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

SATURDAY

FRIDAY
1

BIRTHDAYS
3 Marshall Bell

3 Duncan Miller

14 Mary Clare Royals

19 Frank Roberts

3 Mary Clayton West

7 Cindy Nobles

15 Holley Johnson

24 Marsha Taylor

3 B.J. Lambert

7 Margaret Roberts

16 Carolyn McLarnan

25 Barbara Myers

12 Ann Johnson
2
COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Souper
Bowl Sunday in
Montague Hall

3

4
11:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

5
5:30 PM Wednesday
Supper
7:00 PM CHOIR

6
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM ShareCare

7

9
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Diaconate
5:00 PM Circle 3
5:00 PM Youth

10

11
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
6:30 PM Circle 2

12
4:30 PM Admin
Meeting
5:30 PM Wednesday
Supper
7:00 PM CHOIR

13
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

14

15

16
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Annual
Congregational
Meeting
11:30 AM Session
5:00 PM Youth

17
12:00 PM New
Beginnings

18
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Meeting
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

19
5:30 PM Wednesday
Supper
7:00 PM CHOIR

20
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

21

22

23
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Youth

24

25
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

26
5:30 PM Wednesday
Supper
6:15 PM Ash
Wednesday Service
with Parkway Heights
at WPC
7:00 PM CHOIR

27
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

28

29
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PRESBYTERY
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GAUTIER, MS
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