
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
               
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events – New Post Hours for 2017 
 
Saturday – February 4, Breakfast 7:30am – 10:30am 

Saturday – February 18, Band - Yayhoos 

Saturday – February 25, Breakfast 7:30am – 10:30am 

Saturday – February 25, Band – Parental Guidance 

Monday – February 27, Men’s Associate Steak Night, 5:00pm – 7:00pm, $9.00 

Saturday – March 4, Breakfast 7:30am – 10:30am 

Saturday – March 25, Breakfast 7:30am – 10:30am 

Saturday – March 27, Men’s Associate Steak Night, 5:00pm – 7:00pm, $9.00 

               
               
               
               
                
 

V.F.W. 
Stephen J. Chaney Post 7201 
1614 Marion Marysville Road 
Marion, Ohio 43302-7334 
740-387-6928 
www.vfw7201.com 
 

FLY YOUR FLAG 
THANK A VET 

Veterans Clinic 
1203 Delaware Avenue 
(740) 223-8089 or (740) 223-8809 
Inside Corporate Center 

**Contracted with VFW of Ohio Charities to put 
100% of gaming money back to the community 



 
~QUARTERMASTER COMMENTS~ 
 
As the New Year arrives, things change again at the Post.  The last of November the officers made the 
decision to close the Post on Mondays and Tuesdays due to low traffic in the Post as more money was 
being spent on labor than we were receiving.  In Mid-December we were approved by a group of poker 
players who wanted to come to the Post and play cards Tuesday and Saturday nights which is a win-win 
for both parties and means the Post opens at 5:00pm on Tuesdays for all members at this time.  Food will 
be available 6:00pm – 9:00pm with a limited menu.  Mondays remain closed as stated in the 
November/December Newsletter, except on the 4th Monday for steak night. 
 
Dues for Service and Regular Veterans went up to $40.00 effective January 1, 2017.  Three years ago the 
National VFW raised the dues $10.00.  However, we only raised the dues $5.00 and the VFW Post 7201 
paid the other $5.00; the Trustees voted to increase the $5.00. 
 
The Veterans Memorial Clubs passed out 56 Stuffed Christmas Stockings to Veterans in Rest Homes in the 
City of Marion the 23rd of December and many thank you(s) and thank you notes were received.  Maybe 
next year we’ll be able to do more. 
 
“ANOTHER SIDE NOTE: The Honor Guard performed 88 Veteran Funerals for the year 2016”. 
 
 
~MENS ASSOCIATE~ 
 
• World Famous STEAK NITE dinners will resume on Monday, February 27 and March 27 -- Dinner will 

be served from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. and includes a New York Strip, Baked Potato, Salad and Cookie; all 
for the unbelievably sensible price of $9.00 ($9.50 for Carryout) Thanks for your support. 

 
• 2017 Dues are now being accepted -- $35 for renewal and $40 for new membership.  Should you 

desire to have your dues card mailed to you, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope.  To be 
in the clubroom is a privilege open to all card-carrying, paid-up members – so please have your card 
available when entering the clubroom.  2017 Dues may be paid beginning July 1, 2016 and will be 
honored up through December 31, 2017. 

 
• RAFFLE – Chance to win a Char-Broil Tru Infrared Grill or a Premier Cut All-Wheel Drive 

Push Mower or $100.  Tickets $10 each or 3-tickets for $20.  First winner drawn gets first pick, 
second winner drawn gets second pick, and third winner drawn gets remaining item. 

 

~NEW POST HOURS~ 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
Post Open 

4pm – 10pm 
 

Queen of 
Hearts 

Drawing 
7pm 

Post Closed 
 
 

4th Monday 
Men’s Assoc 
Steak Night 
5pm – 9pm 

Post Open 
5pm – 12am 

 
Kitchen Open 
Limited Menu 

6:00pm 
 

Texas Hold’em 
7:00pm 

Post Open 
11am – 11pm 

 
Kitchen Open 
Regular Menu 
11am – 2pm 
5pm – 8pm 

Post Open 
2pm – 11pm 

 
Dine 

& 
Donate 

Post Open 
11am – 1am 

 
Kitchen Open 
Regular Menu 
11am – 2pm 
5pm – 9pm 

Post Open 
4pm – 1am 

 
Kitchen Open 
Limited Menu 

6:00pm 
 

Texas Hold’em 
7:00pm 

       

1st and Last Saturday of the Post opens at 7:30am for Breakfast 

Weekly Drawing – Fridays at 9:00pm 
Monthly Drawing – Last Saturday of Month at 9:00pm 
Queen of Hearts Drawing – Sundays at 7:00pm 

Post Meeting – 3rd Thursday 
Men’s Associates Meeting – 3rd Tuesday 

Auxiliary Meeting – 4th Thursday 
 



 
Wednesday Specials listed at the Post 
 

February 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 
     Strip Steak 

$11.00 
or AYCE 

Walleye $10 

Breakfast 
at 7:30am 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
     Beef Filet 

$13.50 
or AYCE 

Walleye $10 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
     BBQ Ribs 

$12.00 
or AYCE 

Walleye $10 

Band 
Yayhoos 
8:00pm 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
     AYCE Walleye 

$10 
 
 

Breakfast 
at 7:30am 

 
Band 

Parental 
Guidance 

 
Monthly Drawing 

26 27 28    
 Men’s Assoc 

Steak Dinner 
$9.00 

 

    

 
Every Wednesday and Friday – 8 Wings & Fries for $5.00 until 7:00pm 

 

March 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 
     Strip Steak 

$11.00 
or AYCE 

Walleye $10 

Breakfast 
at 7:30am 

 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
 
 

    Beef Filet 
$13.50 
or AYCE 

Walleye $10 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
     Corned Beef & 

Cabbage $8 
or AYCE 

Walleye $10 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
     BBQ Ribs 

$12.00 
or AYCE 

Walleye $10 

Breakfast 
at 7:30am 

 
Monthly Drawing 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
 Men’s Assoc 

Steak Dinner 
$9.00 

 

   AYCE Walleye 
$10 
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READY TO GO
Sally George Invite special for PHS,

Sports 1B

2016 HONDA CR-V SPECIAL EDITION AWD Mathews
Honda

WWW.MATHEWSHONDA.NET

740-387-1400
1127 DELAWARE AVE

MARION, OHIO

$259ONLY

per month plus tax & fees

12,000 miles per year, subject to approved credit through Honda Lease Trust, not everyone will qualify. OH-0001150729

1ST
PAYMENT
DOWN!!

SPECIAL 36 MONTH LEASE

Ohio’s small cities are continuing to
struggle.

That’s according to a recent study by
the Greater Ohio Policy Center, a non-
profit advocacy group that focuses on
economic growth around the state. The
research was the result of a growing
sense that the economic fortunes of
Ohio’s three biggest cities — and Co-

lumbus in particular — are diverging
from struggling smaller communities
where some economic problems are
more severe, said Alison Goebel, exec-
utive director of the Greater Ohio Pol-
icy Center. The changes led the group
to take a closer look at small- and medi-
um-sized cities, she said.

“When we talk about state-wide
numbers or urban Ohio numbers, Co-
lumbus was skewing these numbers by
10 percent in a positive direction,” Goe-

bel said. “We had a gut instinct feeling
that things were not as rosy as the state-
wide narrative was making it out to be.”

A major finding was that in many
small cities, a large number of poten-
tial workers have simply given up on
the labor market.

“Of greatest concern in small cities
are staggering declines in labor force
participation rates — or the percentage
of adults currently working or looking
for jobs,” the report said. “In three
small legacy cities — Mansfield, Ports-
mouth and Marion, the rate of adults in 

SMALL CITIES STILL STRUGGLING

JESS GRIMM/USA TODAY NETWORK-OHIO

Many vacant homes in Chillicothe have
boarded-up the windows, such as this house
on North Sugar Street. 

Study: Marion had the greatest loss in workforce
participation of any smaller city from 2000 to 2015 
ADRIAN BURNS
USA TODAY NETWORK - OHIO

See MARION, Page 3A

MARION - “It’s a beautiful day for it,
at least,” said Marion resident Pam Jef-
fers as car after car full of volunteers de-
scended upon the burned-out trailer
home of her brother, Ron Staats, at 974
Bennett Street in Marion early Saturday
morning.

After a brief roll-call and safety brief-
ing, the more than 30 men and women got
right to work. They came from all over
the state and from all walks of life, with
one common thread among them: All an-
swered the call to help a fellow veteran in
need.

Most were military veterans and ei-
ther belonged to Team Rubicon or Team
Red, White and Blue (RWB). 

Team Rubicon puts the skills of veter-
ans to work during disasters both large
and small. Team RWB is focused on con-
necting veterans to their communities
through physical and social activities but

PHOTOS BY STEFANIE HAUCK/THE MARION STAR

Team RWB Columbus member Jodi Wisecarver, center, presents Ron Staats with his Army uniform, which survived a fire intact. With him is his
sister, Pam, left, and Wendy Anders of the Marion County Veterans Service Office.

LOCAL VETERAN
GETS HELPING HAND
Volunteers descended upon burned-out Marion home of Staats to help raze structure

STEFANIE HAUCK
CORRESPONDENT

Members of Team Rubicon and Team RWB rip the siding off of Ron Staats’ trailer.See STAATS, Page 3A

WASHINGTON - Ohio Gov. John
Kasich likes being in the national
spotlight, but he’s not so keen on talk-
ing about President Donald Trump.

That’s not an easy line to walk, as
Kasich discovered on Wednesday
when he made his second trip to Wash-
ington in less than a week. At an event
on America’s relationship with the
Netherlands, Kasich was peppered
with questions about Trump.

The GOP governor dodged and
weaved, perhaps trying to avoid a
firefight with the new White House
occupant despite his repeated feuds
with Trump during the 2016 cam-
paign.

How can Trump’s Defense Secre-

Kasich on
Trump: ‘Give
him a chance’
DEIRDRE SHESGREEN
USA TODAY NETWORK

See KASICH, Page 3A

Indictments handed down by a
Marion County grand jury show that
drug-related incidents still retain
their dominant spot among local al-
leged crimes.

Of the 22 indictments released by
the grand jury, 16 of them are related
to drug offenses.

The remaining six indictments are
for robbery, theft, domestic violence
and gun-related charges.

The indictments include:
Walter J. Call, 56, 1030 Congress

St., was indicted on a count of aggra-
vated possession of drugs, a fifth-de-
gree felony, and a count of illegal
manufacturer of drugs, a third-de-
gree felony. The indictments stem
from a Jan. 6 incident involving Ad-
derall and the growing of marijuana.

Deshon L. Benton, 30, of Spring-
field, was indicted on a count of pos-
session of heroin, a second-degree
felony as the amount was alleged to
be at least 100 doses, and a count of
tampering with evidence, a third-de-

Indictments
show drug
dominance
STAFF REPORTS

See COURT, Page 3A

BEING
STRONG
WHERE

YOU ARE
Faith, 7A
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276 W Center St  (740) 383-2101  www.marionpalace.org

FRI, JAN 27  SAT, JAN 28  SUN, JAN 29
2PM & 730PM 2PM & 730PM730PM

Rated PG-13
MARION PALACE THEATRE
All Ages $4 | PCAA member $2

CALEDONIA - The
Claridon Township Zon-
ing Commission will
have an organizational

meeting at 7 p.m. Feb. 6
at 2272 Caledonia Cli-
max Road. Current Zon-
ing Code will be re-
viewed at the meeting.

Claridon Zoning
Commission
plans meeting
SUBMITTED

MARION COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Jan. 25
INCIDENTS
Theft of a shed was reported
in the 1300 block of Marion-
Waldo Road.

Vandalism was reported in the
1100 block of North Main
Street; a business’s front
window was struck by BB
pellets.

Deputies responded to a
burglar alarm in the 1900
block of Marion-Marysville
Road; $150 damage to a door
was reported.

ARRESTS
A 30-year-old woman was
arrested in the 600 block of
Marion-Cardington Road for
domestic violence and ob-
structing official business.

A 22-year-old man was arrest-
ed in the 1800 block of Zwayer
Drive for domestic violence.

MARION POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Jan. 25

INCIDENTS

Burglary was reported in the
600 block of Pearl Street.

Theft was reported in the 200
block of North Greenwood
Street.

ARRESTS

Zoie K. Clark, 22, 2272 Criss-
inger Road, Marion, was
arrested on a warrant for drug
abuse/possession of heroin.
She was arrested at the Mar-
ion Police Department after
turning herself in to authori-
ties. She was transported to
the Multi-County Correctional
Center.

A 60-year-old woman was
arrested and charged with
disorderly conduct. She was
arrested in the 300 block of
Willow Street.

A 57-year-old man was arrest-
ed on a warrant for failure to
appear in court. He was arrest-
ed in the 600 block of Miami
Street.

A 31-year-old man was arrest-
ed on a court summons/cita-
tion for operating a vehicle
under the influence and
failure to reinstate a license.
He was arrested in the 400
block of North Main Street.

Police Beat items are compiled
from reports of Marion-area
law enforcement agencies. In
police, sheriff and Ohio High-
way Patrol news, names and
addresses appear as they do in
the police department and
sheriff’s office reports. These
are arrest reports only. The city
or county prosecutor later will
decide whether to file formal
charges.

POLICE BEAT

Radio personality Ted
Williams will be on
WWGH Radio 107.1 from
11:10 to noon, Friday, Jan.
27.

Williams co-authored

ing homeless shelters.
Williams also will join

“The Exchange Club”
with Scot Spears, Mary
Ann Michaels and Char-
lie Evers, Marge Haza-
lett and Shawn Craft
each Friday from 12:10

p.m. to 1 p.m. for their
weekly discussion of cur-
rent events

The WWGH studios
are at the Marion Centre
Mall next to the Crafters
Coop across from the
children’s play place. 

“A Golden Voice: How
Faith, Hard Work, and
Humility Brought Me
from the Streets to Salva-
tion” with Bret Witter. He
is the founder of the Ted
Williams Project, a non-
profit organization serv-

Williams’ ‘Golden Voice’
on WWGH Radio show
SUBMITTED

tary persuade Trump that
NATO is vital to U.S. inter-
ests and America’s role in
the world?

“I don’t have a clue,”
Kasich offered, before
delving into a wonkish
discussion of the need for
such international institu-
tions to evolve and mod-
ernize.

What does he think of
Trump’s first few days in
office?

“It’s too early,” he said.

“Give him a chance.”
What does he think of

the president’s move to
crack down on immigra-
tion and restrict refugees
coming to the U.S.?

“I don’t know what the
plans are. I haven’t seen
them,” he said. “I think it
makes good sense for us
to review our immigra-
tion policy.”

Kasich’s reason for
coming to Washington
was a bit odd. He was a
guest panelist at an event
hosted by the Embassy of
the Netherlands, focused
on that small European
country’s relationship the
U.S. in the wake of

Trump’s election. 
Other panelists and the

moderator talked about
despondency and despair
in Europe over Trump’s
victory, particularly be-
cause the GOP president
has been so dismissive of
NATO and so enamored of
Russia.

Kasich was careful not
to get drawn into too many
specifics, generally la-
menting America’s de-
clining global leadership
but not mentioning
Trump.

“I happen to believe
that we as Americans
have an obligation to lead
the world,” he said at one

point.
Asked why he had de-

cided to participate in this
event, which comes as
Ohio is preparing to re-
lease its annual budget,
Kasich said it was impor-
tant for him to remain en-
gaged in global affairs.

“First of all, we have a
great relationship with
the Netherlands,” Kasich
said, citing Ohio’s trade
with that country among
other things.

Besides, he added, “I
have a long history of be-
ing involved in interna-
tional affairs, I see no rea-
son to not continue to be
able to develop that. I

think it helps Ohio.”
Of course, it also helps

Kasich—keeping the gov-
ernor’s name in the news
and highlighting his for-

eign policy credentials if
he decides to make anoth-
er presidential run in
2020. 

Kasich
Continued from Page 1A

gree felony. Those in-
dictments stem from a
Jan. 19 incident.

Connor M. Martin, 33,
621 Irey Ave., was indict-
ed on a count of posses-
sion of heroin, a fifth-de-
gree felony, a count of
possession of drugs, a
fifth-degree felony and a
count of tampering with
evidence, a third-degree
felony, all connected to a
Jan. 19 incident.

DeAngelo T. White, 18,
of Detroit, Michigan, was
indicted on a count of
trafficking in heroin, a
fourth-degree felony, a
count of corrupting an-
other with drugs, a sec-
ond-degree felony and a

count of possession of
criminal tools, a fifth-de-
gree felony, related to in-
cidents that occurred on
Jan. 10 and Jan. 12.

Stormee S. Brown-
McHargue, 22, 612 Uni-
versal Ave., was indicted
on a count of aggravated
possession of drugs, a
fifth-degree felony, con-
nected to a Jan. 16 inci-
dent.

William Joseph Al-
dridge, 47, 811 Vancou-
ver Drive, was indicted
on a count of possession
of cocaine, a fifth-degree
felony, stemming from a
Jan. 15 incident.

Kayla Gattshall, 26,
389 Mary St., was indict-
ed on a count of posses-
sion of heroin, fifth-de-
gree felony, stemming
from a Jan. 8 incident.

Shawna L. Kelson, 30,
4552 Irvin Shoots Road

West, Morral, was indict-
ed on a count of posses-
sion of cocaine, a fifth-
degree felony, stemming
from a Jan. 21 incident.

Steven Devonne Jor-
dan, 42, of Detroit, was
indicted on a count of
trafficking in heroin, a
fifth-degree felony, con-
nected to a Jan. 16 inci-
dent.

Bryan L. Belt, 57, 330
William St., Marion, was
indicted on a count of
possession of cocaine, a
fifth-degree felony,
stemming from a Jan. 15
incident.

Other indictments in-
cluded a joint indictment
on a second-degree felo-
ny charge of robbery
against Seth Edward Re-
hus, 20, and Ceidyer
Lynn Niederkohr, 20,
both of Wharton. That in-
dictment is connected to

a Jan. 5 case.
Mark A. Gates, 52,

9325 Marseilles-Galion
Road East, Caledonia,
was indicted on two
counts of theft, both
fourth-degree felonies,
stemming from a Jan. 12
case.

Brandon L. Johnson,
19, 288 Owens St., Apt. A,
was indicted on a count
of having a weapon un-
der disability, a third-de-
gree felony, and a count
of carrying a concealed
weapon, a fourth-degree
felony, stemming from a
Jan. 14 incident.

Aaron C. Moore, 34,
483 Easy St., was indict-
ed on a count of domestic
violence, a fourth-de-
gree felony, in connec-
tion with a Jan. 22 inci-
dent.

Court
Continued from Page 1A

the labor force is a full
20 percentage points
lower than Columbus,
which has the highest
rates in the state.”

The report, recently
updated with 2015 data,
found that since 2000
Ohio’s small cities have
seen unemployment
and poverty rise, while
populations and home
value have declined —
often at more dire rates
than seen in Columbus,
Cincinnati and Cleve-
land.

“Conditions in small
legacy cities like Chilli-
cothe, Lorain and Mid-
dletown vary more than
in their larger peers,
but on the whole, these
cities saw the greatest
declines in economic
health of any city type,”
the study found.

Marion had the
greatest loss in work-
force participation of
any smaller city be-
tween 2000 to 2015,
dropping from 59.4 per-
cent to 47 percent, ac-
cording the the study.
The city also saw the
greatest loss in per-cap-
ita income of smaller
cities studied. Nearly
one in four residents in
Marion lived in poverty
in 2015, a number that
improved slightly from
2014, the study found.
Marion had one of the
highest housing vacan-
cy rates in the study
among small cities at 8
percent.

“These findings
demonstrate the criti-
cal need for interven-
tion to secure the health
of Ohio’s small and mid-

sized legacy cities and
the suburban, exurban
and rural communities
that surround them,”
the report said. “De-
spite creative strate-
gies and strong leader-
ship, the economic and
demographic head-
winds in these places
have proved challeng-
ing to overcome.”

But there are paths
for improvement, Goe-
bel said.

“We do not think this
is the destiny of these
cities,” she said. “There
are opportunities and
proven strategies for
turning around these
places.”

Such efforts can in-
clude eliminating
blight, focusing on
downtown renewal and
workforce develop-
ment initiatives, Goe-
bel said.

Marion
Continued from Page 1A

“We do not

think this is

the destiny of

these cities.

There are

opportunities

and proven

strategies for

turning around

these places.”
ALISON GOEBEL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE

GREATER OHIO POLICY CENTER

have expanded their
reach in the form of small-
scale service projects.

Staats’ home, a single-
wide trailer, was deemed
a total loss in a fire Jan. 6.
Staats, an Army veteran
who served in Vietnam,
barely got out of the fire
alive, suffering severe
burns to his head and mi-
nor burns to his left ear
and face. The home had to
come down.

Jeffers, who lives
around the corner from
Staats, took him in while
they figured out what to
do. After several phone
calls, Jeffers was put in
touch with Wendy An-
ders, director of the Mar-
ion County Veterans Ser-
vice Office.

“Ron has been to my of-
fice once, but that was a
long time ago. It took
some convincing by his
sister that he couldn’t go it
alone this time and to
come in and seek help
with his situation,” An-
ders said.

“Once he finally came

in, we got the ball rolling”,
Anders said. She heard
that Team Rubicon some-
times will help out when
not responding to major
disasters so she gave
them a try. Michael
Metzger, state adminis-
trator for Ohio in Team
Rubicon’s Region V, said
he would be happy to help
out.

Metzger called in
Team Rubicon members
from all over Ohio and
reached out to Team RWB
Columbus for help as well.

Team Rubicon and
Team RWB have worked
together on some national
initiatives such as Run as
One, a run/walk in honor
of Marine Corps veteran
Clay Hunt, held the sec-
ond Saturday in April.

“These partnerships
keep opening up more
doors and possibilities,”
Metzger said.

For the members of
Team Rubicon and Team
RWB Columbus, the day
was all about a shared
sense of purpose.

As the new generation
of veterans comes home
from war, new organiza-
tions like Teams Rubicon
and RWB are stepping up
to give them a chance to

connect with their com-
munities using skills and
leadership they honed in
the military on projects
such as this.

The best part is these
newer groups are not ex-
clusively made up of vet-
erans. Team RWB encour-
ages civilians to join their
ranks and Team Rubicon
welcomes first respond-
ers as members.

“We have everyone
here,” Metzger said. “We
have civilians, we have
military and we have first
responders.”

Both Team RWB and
Team Rubicon aim to
bridge the gap between
civilians and veterans by
creating new connections
that foster a deeper un-
derstanding through fit-
ness activities, social
events and service pro-
jects such as this one.

The best part of the
whole day was when
Team RWB Columbus
member Jodi Wisecarver
rescued Staats’ Army uni-
form from one of the bed-
rooms.

“Here you go sweet-
heart,” she said present-
ing the uniform to him.
“It’s not burnt...It’s per-
fect.”

“Got your name tag on
it and everything,” Jef-
fers said. 

The look on Staats’
face said it all. He couldn’t
believe it.

Anders said she is
working on getting Staats
a new trailer to put on the
lot as Staats couldn’t
imagine living anywhere
else.

Within the space of
four hours the contents of
the trailer were emptied,
the metal sides were
ripped off and teams of
volunteers were pulling
several heavy duty straps
in unison, causing what
was left of the roof and
walls to collapse on itself.

“All I did was make one
phone call, and all this is
the result. It’s just amaz-
ing,” Anders said. “I can’t
believe all this came out
of one phone call.”

“It was a blessing to be
able to help. I will do it
again,” Wisecarver said.

For more information
about Team RWB and
Team Rubicon, please vis-
it their respective web-
sites, http://
www.TeamRWB.org and
http://www.teamrubico-
nusa.org.

SUBMITTED

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7201 fed the Team Rubicon and Team RWB crews who helped local veteran Ron Staats.

Staats
Continued from Page 1A


