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Tim Allison - Editor
Dear members,
I had hoped to be welcoming you to our Summer Edition with the windows
open and the sunglasses firmly in place….. However the seasons seem to
have other ideas.
With heavy rain in the forecast and temperatures still struggling to stay in
double figures it feels more like early spring than late to me.
I know that many of you will still be protecting your young and tender
plants from the risks of low overnight temperatures and indeed we still
have the insulation up in the greenhouse - hopefully that will be down next
weekend.
On a positive note Summer is on it’s way and there are many shows and
activities planned for the all too short time it stays with us. You will find a
calendar of affiliated society events, as well as NNHS events, in this edition
so something will undoubtedly catch your eye.
For all those going on the holiday to Yorkshire we hope you have a very
enjoyable time and the gardens you visit will be in their full glory for you.

Could you spare time to help with the Society?
We are seeking new committee members and volunteers to help manage
the Society and run shows please contact the Secretary (Lesley) for further
details.

Venue:
Entry Deadline:

Show Dates:

The Royal Norfolk Showground
Dereham Road, Norwich, NR5 0TT
9pm on Sunday 25th June 2017
Entries to be submitted (using the show entry form)
by post or email to:
Kristopher Harper
33 The Ridgeway, Norwich, Norfolk, NR1 4ND
Email: showentry@nnhs.org.uk
Staging - Tuesday 27th June - 3pm to 10pm
Open to the public 28th & 29th June
See Royal Norfolk Show website for details
www.royalnorfolkshow.rnaa.org.uk
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Lesley Webdale
It seems only a few weeks ago that I was being asked to send in my articles
for the last edition! The last three months have been very busy from a
personal and secretarial point of view, with several extra committee
meetings and correspondence with the Royal Norfolk Agricultural
Association regarding the Summer Show. This has now reached a successful
conclusion but it has meant that some of the other things I intended to do
have had to take a backseat. This includes increasing the publicity the
society gives to affiliated society events and completing a full review of
membership records.
I have recently sent out a couple of updates by email. We do have email
addresses for a lot of you now and it is a useful extra way of communicating
with both individual and affiliated society members in between issues of the
Norfolk Gardener. If you are not receiving these updates, have an email
address and would like this to be added to your record, please send me an
email at secretary@nnhs.org.uk and I will update accordingly. We will, of
course, include all important updates in each Norfolk Gardener to ensure
that those of you without email addresses do not miss out.
Norfolk Chrysanthemum Association were very pleased to have three extra
people at their meeting on 24 April as a result of one of my emails. This
included a fascinating talk by Martyn Flint of Chrysanthemums Direct on how
they grow and show their Chrysanthemums. Some of you will have seen
their stand at the Royal Norfolk Show and it was interesting to learn that
Martyn does all the staging for this on his own, a real labour of love! This
meeting also enabled me to establish links with this particular society,
something to build on for the future.
You are probably aware that NNHS is affiliated to the Royal Horticultural
Society but our affiliations to the following are less well known:
•
The National Sweet Pea Society
•
National Chrysanthemum Society
•
The Daffodil Society
•
National Dahlia Society
•
The Delphinium Society
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•
•
•
•

The British Fuchsia Society
The Pelargonium and Geranium Society
Royal National Rose Society
National Vegetable Society

We obtain medals and rosettes from these societies for award at our shows
throughout the year and The Delphinium Society stage a local show within
our summer show at the Royal Norfolk Show. We also receive newsletters
and yearbooks which are on display for you to read at our various shows and
events. Some of these societies have also started to send their newsletters
in email format. I intend to send some of these on to you for information.
Our website has links to all of these societies and those of you who use
Facebook will find that our page now has links to many of these societies on
our page “Likes”. There is some excellent information on both the websites
and Facebook pages for these societies. Please contact me if you would like
more information about any of these.
Finally, please continue to do what you can to support our local affiliated
societies. It makes such a huge difference to all of us involved in running a
show or other event if plenty of people come along and give their support.
A selection of events is included in this newsletter and regularly updated on
the website.

2017
Lesley Webdale
After a very enjoyable event in 2016, we will be repeating our stand at Peter
Beales Rose Fair at Attleborough on Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 June 2017 and
could do with a few volunteers to help for a few hours on both days.
This is mainly a publicity event for us, so a willingness to engage with the
general public, talk gardening and give out leaflets is required. If you would
like to help please contact the General Secretary by 11 June 2017.
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Lesley Webdale
A big thank you to everyone who helped to make this year’s Spring Show at
the Costessey Centre such a success, whether you were a helper, exhibitor,
judge or visitor. This year we took over the whole of the centre for the
weekend, using the upstairs area for refreshments and the afternoon
lecture and downstairs for the show itself. We have adopted a team
approach to running our shows – Ian Roofe organised the lecture by Johnny
Walkers, Cathryn Waldron the catering, Martyn Davey the signposting,
Kristopher Harper the photography, Lesley Webdale the membership and
fundraising areas, Cynthia Young the trophies, Jackie Petherick the flower
arrangers and for this show Robin McDonald was our show secretary.
We had an increase in entries and every exhibit was staged to a high
standard and ready for judging well in time for 4pm on the Saturday. Phill
Webdale undertook the stewarding role for us while exhibits were being
staged, helping to avoid the dreaded “Not as Schedule”. Thank you to Robin
Crouchman (Daffodils), Richard Hobbs (Pot Plants and Flowers) and Cathryn
Waldron (Cookery & Vegetables) for judging for us. A welcome addition this
year was a large number of Flower Arrangements, so many that they took
up two sides of the hall.
On show day we had two plant sales areas provided by Lionel Ponder and
Richard Clarke of Panache Plants. Thank you to both and we hope to see
you at future shows. There was a steady stream of visitors throughout the
day, peaking in the afternoon when everyone started to arrive for the
lecture. Thanks go to Sarah Barley and Jane Saunders for assisting Cathryn
with the refreshments throughout the day and to Sheila Crane and Frances
Howard for helping with the fundraising.
A special mention for Robin McDonald for all the
hard work and long hours she put into the show
secretary paperwork and the show layout, ably
assisted by Ed Lowman. Overall it was an
excellent show in a venue which is growing on us
and we look forward to seeing everyone back
there in November for our Late Autumn Show.
Class 99 Orchids - one plant any other
Dendrochilum Wenzelii
Entered by Robin McDonald
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Jackie Petherick
The Spring Show flower arrangement competition was well supported this
year, with several new competitors. In fact, we had more entries than we
have had for quite sometime. I am grateful to those who have encouraged
others to enter for the first time. I hope the newcomers enjoyed and learnt
from the experience - perhaps they will go on to enter the Summer Show at
the Royal Norfolk Show. It was good to see some 'old' competitors back
again - we had missed them and they certainly did well. Yet again, Amanda
Seales won Best Exhibit with her interpretation of 'Spring, Spring, Spring'. I
am grateful to Jennifer Walters for judging the exhibits.
The Summer Show takes place a few days after the World Flower
Arrangement Competition in Barbados and because of this a few of our
regular competitors will sadly not be here. We can't compete with the
World Show (!) but I am sure competitors will find much to interest and
challenge themselves with our schedule, copies of which can be seen on the
NNHS website and the NAFAS East of England Area website. Copies can also
be obtained from me.
Please note my new email address: jackiepetherick797@gmail.com

Exhibit by Louise Brock - class F2

Exhibit by Amanda Seales - class F1
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A CHALLENGE TROPHY ‐ known as The MacFarlane Trophy ‐ Presented by
Mr S W MacFarlane, awarded for 12 cultivars of Daffodils representing each
of Divisions I to IV (1). Awarded to: Charlie Gardiner
A CHALLENGE CUP – Presented by the Humber Fishing Co., awarded for nine
cultivars of Daffodils, not less than three divisions, one stem of each (2).
Awarded to: Peter Firman
A CHALLENGE TROPHY ‐ Presented by Mrs Jocelyn Steward, awarded to the
exhibitor who scores the greatest number of points in Classes 14 ‐ 42.
Awarded to: Paul Payne
A CHALLENGE TROPHY ‐ Presented by Mr C R A Hammond, awarded for
three cultivars of Daffodil seedlings, one stem of each, raised by the exhibitor
and not in commerce (52). Awarded to: Paul Payne
A CHALLENGE CUP – Presented by Mr F G Read, awarded for six stems of
Polyanthus, six vases (68). Awarded to: Pauline Harper
THE JOHN McV ANDERSON CHALLENGE CUP ‐ Presented by Mrs J Anderson,
awarded for the best pot plant. Awarded to: Robin McDonald
THE GAVIN BROWN CHALLENGE TROPHY ‐ Presented by Mrs W Brown,
awarded for the best exhibit in the alpine section. Awarded to: Martyn Davey
A CHALLENGE CUP – Presented by Mrs Jocelyn Steward, awarded for the
best exhibit in the flower arrangement classes. Awarded to: Amanda Seales

THE HIGH SHERIFF'S CHALLENGE CUP ‐ Presented by Mr Stanley
Christopherson, 1929, awarded for the most meritorious amateur exhibit.
Awarded to: Paul Payne
THE WATLING CHALLENGE CUP ‐ Presented by the Lord Mayor of Norwich
(Councillor Charles Watling, J. P.), 1938, awarded to the exhibitor who scores
the greatest number of points. Awarded to: Robin McDonald
THE MEDAL of the Daﬀodil Society, awarded for the best Daffodil bloom.
Awarded to: Paul Payne
THE SILVER GILT MEDAL of the SOCIETY, awarded for staging the most
meritorious amateur exhibit in the show. Awarded to: Paul Payne
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Rosettes awarded for best Daﬀodil Bloom in each of the Divisions:
Division I: Paul Payne
Division II: Julian Woodrow
Division III: Peter Firman
Division IV: Jacinta Webb
Divisions V‐IX inclusive: Jacinta Webb
Best seedling raised by a member and not in commerce: Paul Payne
Certificate of Merit ‐ Best Exhibit in Cookery: Ed Lowman
Certificate of Merit – Runner-up in the Flower Arrangement Classes: Sally
Churchyard
The numbers in brackets refer to the class in the 2012‐2017 Show schedule.

Committee have recently discussed the arrangements regarding the award of
trophies at our shows. Since the March 2014 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
trophies have been given out at individual shows rather than at the AGM and
members have been responsible for having the necessary engraving done,
with the society meeting the costs on production of a receipt.
Since that decision was made we have experienced various difficulties in
getting trophies back in time for each show and the cost of engraving has
increased significantly. Committee have therefore decided on the following
changes with effect from the Summer Show 2017:
•
Trophies will only be awarded to paid-up members of the society.
•
Trophies will continue to be presented at each show.
•
Trophy winners will be given a certificate confirming the award and will
be given a photograph opportunity at the relevant show, but the trophy
will be retained by the society’s trophy manager at the end of each
show.
•
Engraving will cease with immediate effect.
•
We will have a Trophy Record book on display at each show. This will
be a permanent record of awards for all shows.
If you currently have a trophy in your possession and have already paid for the
engraving, the society will still reimburse you on production of a receipt.
Otherwise, please do not arrange for any more engraving to be completed and
return the trophy at the appropriate show. Thank you for your help and
co-operation with this.
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Spring Show:

Sunday 25th March 2018

Summer Show:

Royal Norfolk Show - 27th & 28th June 2018

Early Autumn Show:

Sunday 16th September 2018

Late Autumn Show:

Sunday 19th November 2018

Kristopher Harper
Box (Buxus) is commonly planted in gardens as a clipped, formal plant or
hedge. While box has been a traditional stalwart in gardens, it is now
proving more difficult to grow due to disease and pests which affect their
neat appearance.
The two main pests are Box Blight and Box Tree Caterpiller. Both have been
listed by the RHS in their top ten pests and diseases affecting Box for 2015
and 2016.
On a recent visits to Wisley I visited the Walled Garden, where the RHS is
trialling a variety of plants, to be grown as alternative to Box, which have
small leaves and can be clipped into formal hedging styles. Below is a
selection of the plants being trialled.
Berberis darwinii ‘Compacta’
Corokia x virgate ‘Frosted Chocolate’
Leptospermum grandiflorum
Ligustrum Undulatum ‘Lemon & Lime and Clippers’
Luma Apiculata Glanleam Gold
Pittosporum ‘Collaig Silver’
Pittosporum tenuifolium ‘Warham Gold’
Pittosporum tenuifolium ‘Wrinkled Blue’
Podocarpus ‘Chocolate Box’
Podocarpus ‘Young Rusty’
Taxus baccata ‘Repandens’
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Further information:
RHS Box Blight Information: https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=96
RHS Box Tree Caterpiller Information:
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/Profile?
pid=760
Leptospermum grandiflorum

Pittosporum ‘Collaig Silver’

Pittosporum tenuifolium ‘Warham Gold’

Podocarpus ‘Chocolate Box’
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The Summer Show at the Royal Norfolk Showground is on Wednesday 28th
and Thursday 29th June and is the Society’s 70th year of involvement with the
Royal Norfolk Show.
After the great success of the 2016 show we are not significantly changing
the layout of our Summer Show which is held within the marquees of the
Flower and Garden Show area of the showground. In the Horticultural area
of the show there will be many specialist growers returning to exhibit and
sell their plants, plus some new additions and plenty of exhibitors out on the
Garden Green, which this year is full to the brim.
We are once again hosting the East of England Delphinium Championships,
with more space for exhibits, so be prepared for some spectacular blooms!!
The Norwich Group of Flower Arrangers are working in partnership with our
own Flower Arrangers – so there will be some wonderful exhibits to see.
We accept entries in the competitive classes from everyone. They need not
be members of NNHS and prize money is on offer. Why not try to encourage
friends or neighbours (especially children) to have a go and with so many
people growing on allotments these days, surely we can get them to come
along and bring their produce?
If anyone would like a schedule for our Summer Show you can download
one from the Society website or contact Kristopher Harper by email
showentry@nnhs.org.uk. Kristopher is the Show Secretary for this show and
will be handling all entries and issuing of tickets and passes.

You will find an entry form for the show as an insert in this journal – please
return to Kristopher by 9pm on the closing date, which is Sunday 25th June.
We will be marking out on Monday 26th – so late entries will not be
accepted. Exhibitors can set up from 3pm until 10pm on Tuesday 27th
June.

Changes for 2017
Over the last few months committee have been in negotiation with the
Royal Norfolk Agricultural Association (RNAA) regarding the management of
the Flower & Garden Show area. Some of you will be aware that our
Society has previously taken responsibility for managing a large part of the
marquee, not just our own area. Having looked extensively at the
practicalities of this and the resources available to us, we have agreed with
the RNAA that with effect from this year we will be managing just our own
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area, in the same way that other stand holders do. This means that there
will be various changes , particularly around entries and timings:
The Flower & Garden show will be open this year from 9am – 7pm on
Wednesday and from 8am until 6pm on Thursday.
•
Presentation of trophies will take place on the Thursday at 4pm
•
Prize money can be collected from 3pm on the Thursday
•
Removal of exhibits is from 6pm on Thursday
•
There will be no auction at the end of the show but we do intend to
have an end of show sale
Changes to entries and ticket allocation to get into the show:
•
Members will need to submit a minimum of six entries in order to get
a ticket and car park pass for the show.
•

Non-members will also be required to submit a minimum of six
entries in order to get a ticket and car park pass and will also need to
pay £1 per entry.

•

Tickets and car park passes will be issued to exhibitors during set up
on Tuesday 27 June.

The changes are due to the new contractual arrangements that the Society
has with the RNAA. These new arrangements are in place to ensure our
continued association of our Summer Show being held within the Royal
Norfolk Show.
We could do with more volunteers to act as stewards during the show. You
will be asked to be on duty for about four hours per day but this will be split
into 2 hour periods, so that you have plenty of time to view the whole show
and have a sit down. You will receive an entry ticket to the show, a car park
ticket, the rota showing when you are on duty; these will be sent to you
approximately ten days before the show.
If you are able bodied and would be available to help on Saturday 17th &
18th June and Saturday 24th June with the build-up, please contact Ian
Roofe (even if you have mentioned it during the year).
We look forward to the deluge of entries from established and new
exhibitors to make this show the best yet.
Show Manager – Ian Roofe

Show Secretary – Kristopher Harper
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Martyn Davey
Sadly we have lost another of our members who has over the years
supported the Society at our shows with flowers, vegetables and fruits.
Geoffrey Dann passed away on 15th March 2017 after suffering from cancer.
While Geoffrey was very private about his illness living life to the full for as
long as possible, even riding his Honda 400 motor bike to palliative care
appointments.
Geoffrey was born into a farming family and it was presumed that he would
take on the farm from his parents, as indeed his son Simon has from him.
However, given the choice Geoffrey would have gone into horticulture as
this was one of his great interests and I must say he was very good at it with
some of the best grapes I have ever seen exhibited at the autumn show last
year.
Geoffrey was not only a member of the NNHS but also very instrumental in
the running of North Tuddenham gardening club with help from David
Riches.
Geoffrey’s funeral on Monday 27th March at St Marys North Tuddenham
brought the area to a standstill. Some 327 people congregated to mourn
the death and celebrate the life of a remarkable man – Geoffrey Dann.
Several past and present committee members, myself included, were
among this number.
In his 84 years he accomplished many things and performed many roles, for
instance churchwarden, parish chairman, operatic performer, biker, event
organiser, gardener, farmer, as well as being a father and grandfather.
Extracts of text from North Tuddenham Parish Council Website
more details, of Geoffrey’s life and funeral, can be found on their website
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Lesley Webdale
A small group of members spent a very enjoyable afternoon with Society
members John and Judy Wilson at Chestnut Farm, West Beckham on Sunday
19 February 2017.
The main aim of the visit was to see the snowdrops but there were plenty of
other spring bulbs and plants on view and for discussion, including a variety
of different aconites.
We divided into two groups, John and Judy each took the lead for one group
and we enjoyed a leisurely tour of their lovely Spring garden, with plenty of
time to ask questions. This was followed by lots of tea and cake, which
always goes down well at all our events.
John and Judy sat down with us and we had some wide ranging
conversations around gardening and other subjects, including how to stop a
steam engine!! I came away with a bundle of booklets to publicise the
National Garden Scheme openings and left behind various leaflets about our
forthcoming events – a good bit of networking and mutual support.
You can’t go on a garden visit without wanting to bring something home and
on this occasion most of us came away with some pots of ‘Sheringham Park’
snowdrops. A big thank you to John and Judy for making us so welcome.
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LETHERINGSETT OLD HALL
WELCOME TO THE VICTORIAN WATER GARDEN
We are in an area of outstanding beauty here, where the natural resources
and undulating scenery created by the ice age have been protected and
carefully developed. The Letheringsett Estate was established in 1781 by
William Hardy and his grandson William Cozens-Hardy, an engineer, built
the lake and designed the Victorian Water Garden in the 1850’s. When the
Letheringsett Estate was purchased in 1992 by Robert Carter both the Estate
and the gardens had deteriorated, suffering from serious neglect and a
programme of restoration was rolled out over the next 20 years.
Originally, the Victorian Water Gardens were designed as a Pleasure Garden
for Letheringsett Hall, but are now encompassed by Letheringsett Old Hall.
Two bridges over the River Glaven, the “Polite Bridge” and the “Garden
Bridge” were restored and these lead us to:
The thatched summer house, constructed around 1850 with its floor of oak
blocks was restored to its original plan in 2009. Facing the Summer House is
the Orangery built in the mid 1850’s. By the 1950s there was nothing left of
the glazed sections of the Orangery and it was completely restored to its
original design in 2007 - however its glazed roof was replaced with slates.

The Fountain dates from 1790 and is constructed in stone with three
dolphins intertwined supporting a large fluted shell on a circular platform
within its own circular pond. The cascade is largely angled in response to
the steep escarpment at the south side of the garden boundary. Without
the cascade, running water to the original kitchen garden and the fountain
could not have been achieved.
By 2011 the lake was full of silt and the bank was in need of repair, so the
lake was emptied and new culverts were built, the bed of the lake was
dredged and the banks repaired.
As part of the garden rejuvenation programme, the replanting scheme
started in 2009 and is ongoing.
April 2017
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THE J A CHRISTIE CUP for greatest number of points awarded to PAULINE
HARPER
THE J E MOXEY CUP for best pot plant awarded to ROBIN MCDONALD
THE LORD LIEUTENANT’S CUP for most meritorious exhibit awarded to
TREVOR LAST
THE ALLWOOD BROS. CUP for greatest number of points in Carnation
classes awarded to NOT AWARDED
THE H W T EMPSON CHALLENGE BOWL for greatest number of points in
Flower Arranging Classes awarded to AMANDA SEALES

THE MAY & BAKER CUP for most first prizes in Vegetable classes
awarded to PAULINE HARPER
THE E HARRADINE SHIELD for greatest number of points in Cacti and
Succulent Classes awarded to ROBIN MCDONALD
THE LOMBE-TAYLOR TROPHY for best Vegetable exhibit awarded to
TREVOR LAST
THE DRAYTON SHIELD for most points in Affiliated Society Classes awarded
to SHIPDHAM GARDEN CLUB
THE H P NEAVE TROPHY for the Most Promising Newcomer awarded to
BELLE JONES
SILVER GILT NNHS MOST POINTS FLOWER ARRANGING AMANDA SEALES
GRENFELL MEDAL RHS MOST PRIZE MONEY IN FLOWER ARRANGING
AMANDA SEALES
THE JOHN WYATT MEMORIAL TROPHY Runner-up to greatest number of
points awarded to ROBIN MCDONALD
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Martyn Davey
At the AGM in 2016 Pauline Harper was presented with the President’s
Award. This medal is awarded to a person the Trustees wish to thank for
their long and valued service to the Society and is the highest award that
the Society can present to a member.

During our spring show I had the pleasure of sitting with Pauline and
enjoying a cup of tea and piece of cake whilst discussing the way that she
started gardening and at what age. Possibly not so surprisingly, Pauline
started gardening with her parents in their Norfolk garden at the age of just
six or seven, starting with a small patch given over by her father to allow her
to grow vegetables. So many people have started gardening with
grandparents and parents - it is so important to encourage children to get
started in the garden.
Pauline has been a member of the NNHS since 1985 when Geoffrey Murrell
was secretary and did a lot to support the Society and its members. Joining
the NNHS followed success in shows with Hethersett Horticultural Society
and she moved on to exhibit vegetables at this Society with great success.
In 1992 Pauline did the judges course, worked with Brian Wild and was
mentored by John Bridge and Charlie Thacker. Having such illustrious
mentors it is little wonder that Pauline has graduated to judging some major
shows including meeting most of the Royal family while judging vegetables
at the Sandringham Flower Show. Judging has certainly helped improve her
own exhibits and allowed Pauline to continue to develop her gardening and
showing skills to a very professional level.
Pauline and Ron selected their house with the most important factor being
the size of the garden, it being essential to have the capacity to have the
lawn dug up ready to grow prize winning vegetables. While her vegetables
are grown to a professional standard it has always been a hobby, a way to
relax after a busy week at work as a civil servant. Surprisingly Pauline has
never taken any formal horticultural training, but rather learnt from friends
and fellow members of the NNHS. Pauline’s tip for top results in the shows
is to concentrate on producing good quality exhibits that have a good
chance of getting best in show, as Pauline has in recent times with her
18

blueberries. At this year’s spring show Pauline received the best vegetable in
show award for her perfect forced Rhubarb. Pauline also thinks it is very
important to get the right varieties as these are key to catching the judge’s
eye. Being so good at growing and showing vegetables at village shows has
meant that Pauline regularly gets invitations to come and give talks on
vegetable growing and showing.
Pauline was a member of the NNHS committee for 13 years. In addition to
her main committee role she also made the teas and did the catering for the
late autumn show - with husband Ron having to keep up with the washing
up!
I think you will agree Pauline is a worthy
recipient of the 2016 President’s Award.

Pauline Harper
with the
Presidents Award

Pauline won
First Prize in
the Spring Show
Class 117
Vegetables
Three sticks of
Rhubarb, forced
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We are delighted to announce that going forward to this year’s final with
the chance to win £2500 is Fern Champney from Writtle College!
Fern achieved first place out of the Six competitors in this year’s Eastern
regional final held at Easton & Otley College, Easton Campus.

The 2017 competition is bigger and better than ever, with more
competitors, tougher questions and even more to play for! For Fern and the
other 7 regional winners, the final of the YHOY competition is the chance to
impress and, with any luck, win an amazing £2,500 to travel anywhere in the
world! This year’s final will be held on the 6th of May at the University
Centre, Shrewsbury. Shropshire was home to Percy Thrower, making it the
perfect venue for the occasion.
Fern won the first prize of £150 as well as a spade and fork set provided by
Bulldog Tools and our regional sponsor the Norfolk & Norwich Horticultural
Society.
Picture: Isla Macleod (3rd), Rosie Kippen (2nd),
Fern Champney (1st) and Martyn Davey (Branch
Chair & Regional Sponsor Rep.)

With an audience of more than 35 sponsors, employers and family to
support them, the six regional final contestants proved themselves to be
amongst the best young horticulturists in the Eastern region. We would like
to congratulate each and every contestant for taking part, and wish them
the very best of luck as they continue on
into their exciting and varied careers in
horticulture.
Picture: Ian Roofe (Eastern Organiser), Louie
Purdy, Katherine Hubbard, Isla Macleod, Rosie
Kippen, Fern Champney, Melissa Booton and
Martyn Davey.
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Our Regional Finalists:
1st Fern Champney, Writtle College
2nd Rosie Kippen, Wrest Park Garden
3rd Isla Macleod, Easton College
4th Louie Purdy, Brooksby-Melton College
5th Melissa Booton, Otley College
6th Katherine Hubbard, Shuttleworth College
With the unwavering support of our generous and passionate sponsors, this
year we will once again continue to encourage and inspire young people.
We want to support all young horticulturists, from those already familiar
with this fantastically diverse industry, to those with no concept of the
wonderful opportunities it can bring. We couldn’t achieve this without our
sponsors or the support of members and staff of the Chartered Institute of
Horticulture.
The 2017 competition has been open to any horticulturist who is below the
age of 30 on 31 July 2017.
The competition is run in three phases: local heats and open heats for those
not able to get to local and regional colleges, followed by eight Regional
Finals and the Grand Final.
The competition is organised by the Chartered Institute of Horticulture (CIH)
through an organising action group.
Local heats are based on multiple choice questions on a wide range of
horticultural topics, through an MS PowerPoint presentation. The heats are
organised by eight CIH Regional Organisers and take place at colleges,
garden centres and anywhere else where competitors may gather.
Heat winners go forward to one of eight Regional Finals, usually run in
March and April, in which a Question Master asks a wide range of
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horticultural questions, some on a buzzer, some directed to individual
contestants, with three identification rounds to further test the contestants.
The winner of each Regional Final then goes forward to the CIH YHoY Grand
Final, which this year is on May 6th at The University Centre, Shrewsbury.
The format is the same as for the Regional Finals and the questions are
drawn from all sectors of horticulture.
The overall winner collects the Percy Thrower Travel Bursary, worth £2,500,
provided by the Shropshire Horticultural Society. This funds a horticultural
tour anywhere in the world. Previous YHoY winners have visited China,
Borneo, New Zealand, the Himalayas, the United States, South America and
various parts of Europe.
There are plenty of prizes at Regional Final and local heat level as well.
To find out more or to take part in the 2018 competition, contact the
Administration Team on 03330 050181 or email cih@horticulture.org.uk.

In the last journal we featured an article on the late Peter Boardman and his
association with the Society. Peter very kindly left us a legacy which consists
of Journals of the Horticultural Society of London 1848-1851 and Royal
Horticultural Society Journals from 1930 onwards, which we currently have
in storage. (Some of these are leather bound journals and various
committee members were delighted to have a selection passed round at our
last meeting!!).
We are not in a position to keep these and committee have therefore
decided that, at some point in the near future, the journals will be put up for
sale. You will be advised before this happens. Monies raised for this will be
used to fund future lectures in Peter’s name.
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Loddon and District Horticultural Society are now in their 45th year,
re-forming on 7th February 1973 after being disbanded during the Second
World War. As we do not have records for back then, we do not know when
we actually first started, which could have been sometime before the
1940’s. The first meeting was held at the Methodist’s Hall, Loddon with Mr
Peter Bowden, the first Secretary and Mr E Moore, the first Chairman.
Back then the membership fee was 75p and in the first year there were 50
members. The first Annual Show, in September 1973, was also held at the
Methodist’s Hall and attracted 156 entries. Today we have 35 members and
the membership fee is £10. Our 2016 Annual Open Show saw 45 exhibitors
put in 365 entries, a very good year for us.
At the first General Meeting held in May 1973, Priscilla, Lady Bacon, was
invited to be our first President, of which she kindly accepted, having
already been asked to judge the flower classes at our Annual Show. Our
first garden visit in 1973 was to Raveningham Hall. Even back in that year
we were considering being affiliated societies to the Royal Horticultural
Society and the Norfolk and Norwich Horticultural Society. We eventually
joined the NNHS! Today we belong to both.
In 1974 we proposed to hold five mini-shows, although in 2017 we have
only three, held in April, July and November. Now we have over 25 classes
when then there were only 1 or 2.
During 1982 a certain Mr Simon White became our Secretary for a short
time and he took part in gardening quizzes held between Loddon, Beccles,
Bungay and Oulton Broad Horticultural Societies. Over the years we have
had a very varied selection of speakers, including Peter Beales and Ted Ellis.
This year we have had a talk on ‘The Wonderful World of Stinging Nettles’
by Fay Jones and a talk on Coeliac Disease. In May we welcomed Robin
McDonald talking on Botanic Gardens and in August Ian Roofe will be talking
on ‘The Basics of Propagation’.
Over the years our trophies have been added to, a number presented by
members of the Society, and now we have a total of 24 to award at our
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Annual Show, with the classes now numbering 88. Our 45th Annual Open
Show will be held on Saturday 2nd September at The Hollies, Loddon. In the
early 1980’s we invited some local Women’s Institutes to take part in a
competition at our Annual Show, when 10 took part. In our 40th year we
resurrected the competition (after having found the trophy) and three WI’s
took part and in 2016 we had six enter. This has now added greatly to our
Annual Show.
We now hold our meetings at the Jubilee Hall Clubroom in Loddon (and as
of this month we have been there for thirty years), at 7-30pm on the second
Wednesday of the month, with the exception of June when we have an
outing to a garden. This year we will be visiting Ben Potterton at
Langmere. Other years we have visited Somerleyton Hall with all of us
managing to get to the middle of the maze. October sees our Annual
General Meeting and Bring and Buy with our Christmas meal out in
December completing a very busy year.
With the support of our members we hope to carry on for another 45 years.

Above Left - Loddon Annual Show 2016
Above Right - Somerleyton Outing 2016
Left - April Group Meeting 2017
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The Delphinium Society
The Eighth East Anglian Delphinium
Championship
In Partnership with
The Norfolk & Norwich Horticultural Society
At the Royal Norfolk Show 28th & 29th June 2017
Secretary for Delphinium Society’s Championship: Simon Gaches
The Gatehouse, St Martins Palace Plain, Norwich NR3 1RW
E: simoncgaches@hotmail.com
Working with: Roger D Beauchamp
Special Awards
All the following trophies are Perpetual Trophies. The William Kirkham
Challenge Cup is for Delphinium Society members only and will be awarded
to the exhibitor gaining the highest number of points, including at least one
first place, in the competition. A shield will be awarded to the best spike in
the show and is applicable to all exhibitors. A Silver Salver will be awarded
to the best exhibit of florets in the show and is also applicable to all
exhibitors.
An award card will be issued as a permanent personal record to all winners
of trophies.
Schedule of Classes
Classes DS1 to DS10 inclusive are open to all members of The Delphinium
Society and all members of the Norfolk & Norwich Horticultural Society.
DS1
DS2
DS3
DS4
DS5
DS6
DS7
DS8
DS9
DS10

One spike, white or cream shades
One spike, blue shades
One spike, any colour other than white, cream or blue shades
One spike, seedling, blue shades
One spike, seedling, any colour other than blue shades
Six florets, three different cultivars
Six florets, all same cultivars
Six florets, mixed cultivars
Novices, one spike, any named cultivar
Novices, one spike, seedling
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Rosettes will be awarded to those entries judged in first, second and third
place. Each exhibitor will be allowed only one entry in each class.
Another class (open to members of the Norfolk & Norwich Horticultural Society)
37
One spike
The Delphinium Society’s bronze medal will be awarded in this class.
Special Notes for Members of The Delphinium Society
If you are a member of The Delphinium Society, when making an entry
please state: First Name, Surname, Telephone Number and e-mail address (if
any). Please state your membership number which is held by the Society’s
Membership Secretary and which is stated to you when you receive the
2017 Year Book. If you cannot find your number, please state that you are a
paid-up member of The Delphinium Society. Members having an e-mail
address, are asked to send their entries to showentry@nnhs.org.uk by that
method.
If you find you cannot stage entries for which you have made submission,
please advise Kristopher Harper so that he can adjust the bench space. The
competition is open to all members of The Delphinium Society and to all
members of the Norfolk & Norwich Horticultural Society.
More general enquiries at a national level should be directed to Dr Roger D
Beauchamp, the Society’s Membership, Promotions & Publicity Secretary
2 The Grove, Ickenham, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB10 8QH; Tel: 01895 464694
E: info@delphinium-society.co.uk
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Lower left and this page: Selection of photos from the Spring Show
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The garden of Dr Janet Sleep is situated down a quiet Lane, over the railway
line and towards manor Farm in the village of Gissing, it was here on Easter
Sunday that 30 of us met to have a very enjoyable afternoon around this
plantswomans garden.
The house is situated in the centre of the garden with around an acre of
beautifully planted beds and borders surrounding it, the laid hedges then
link this to the surrounding fields.
The garden has been brilliantly divided into contained areas, not rooms as
such but areas which feel right with the plants. Close to the entrance is a
lovely meadow with a few lovely Betula utilis var. jacquemontii, speckled
with primroses and true native bluebells. Janet's main ethos is that foliage,
form and the colour and texture of these are the most important, flowers
are an added bonus, this is not to say that the garden doesn't have its fair
share. It's a garden for all the seasons. I know as I have visited a few times
now at varying times of the year.
The hot borders close to the
house have heat in them
even this early in the
season, with the burnished
golds of Spiraea
‘Goldflame’, fiery tulips,
Berberis ‘Helmond Pillar’,
the richness of Euphorbia
grifitthii ‘Dixter’ and
Ligularia ‘Desdemona’ all
complimented by choice
Barnhaven Primulas.
The formal raised pool is flanked by structural topiary and newly planted
standard weeping larch, which add beautiful texture. This particular area is
edged with well clipped yew, orbs of golden Euonymus, blocks of Buxus and
some lovely statuary.
The shady areas on the way up the drive have the most beautiful tapestry
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of plants, Epimediums mix with Brunnera ‘Jack Frost’, Podophyllum
versipelle ‘Spotty Dotty’, Trilliums, Omphalodes, Erythronium and Silver
laced Primulas, it really is quite the sight. The back of the house faces
North, so is much shadier, but this is not a problem. It just means a different
environment to grow lots more interesting plants.

Janet has a great way of
using pots around the front
of the house, there is an
ever changing display
throughout the year. On our
visit the Coronilla glauca
‘citrina’ was out in full
flower with its sweetly
scented gold coronets, it
grows in a large chimney
pot, there are pots of
Sempervirens, wonderful
Tulips called ‘Pink Princess’,
Primula auriculas and Narcissus in abundance.
There are wonderful plants to buy, grown by Janet from cuttings, seed and
division. I am like a kid in a sweet shop at this point. It's also not the
warmest of days and there is a forecast for rain, so it was very welcome to
have the woodburner roaring in the house, where we all sat for tea and
copious amounts of cake. This still left plenty of time for more plant buying,
looking around again and taking more pictures.
The garden really is wonderful and I personally never get bored of seeing it.
Janet was a wonderful host and really has a great way with plants and all
things horticultural.

The one thing I didn't expect was to see Eccremocarpus ‘Tresco Cream’ in
full flower on the north wall of the house, but then in a plantswoman’s
garden, you should never expect the norm.
Thanks to all those who came and made it such an enjoyable afternoon.
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Date

Event
Stalham & District Horticultural Society
10/06/2017
stall at East Ruston Plant Fair
Blofield & District Gardening Club meeting
14/06/2017 7.30pm - talk by Gemma Walker, Norfolk
Wildlife Trust. Visitors £2

Location
East Ruston Old
Vicarage
Margaret Harker
Hall, Blofield

Reepham Garden Club meeting 7.30pm 20/06/2017 talk by Mark Webster, Head of Norfolk
Conservation Volunteers
Fakenham & District Horticultural
24/06/2017 Association - Rose Show, free admission

Reepham Town
Hall, NR10 4JW

Martham & District Garden Club stall at
02/07/2017 Martham Carnival

Martham

Fakenham Garden
Centre

09/07/2017 Rockland St Mary Gardening Club Annual Rockland St Mary
10/07/2017 Show and Open Gardens in the village
Blofield & District Gardening Club
Margaret Harker
15/07/2017 Summer Show, 2-4.30pm, free admission Hall, Blofield
Shipdham Garden Club and Horticultural
15/07/2017 Society Summer Show, 2-3.30pm, free
admission
Hellesdon Horticultural Association
17/07/2017 meeting 7.30pm, Floral Fun (flower
arranging) with Crystal Dyball

United Church Hall,
Shipdham

Kings Lynn & District Horticultural Society
Annual Show
Dereham & District Allotment &
19/08/2017 Gardeners Society Summer Show, 1-4pm,
free admission
Greenfingers Gardening Club
07/09/2017 (Banningham) meeting 7.30pm, talk by
Sally Francis on Growing Saffron in Norfolk
Stalham & District Horticultural Society
09/09/2017
Annual Autumn Show, 2pm

South Wootten
Village Hall, PE30 3JL
Memorial Hall,
Dereham

12/08/2017
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Hellesdon
Community Centre

Banningham Jubilee
Hall
Stalham High
School

Date

Flower and Produce
Show

Location

24/05/2017

Rose Show

Fakenham Garden
Centre

02/09/2017

Early Autumn Show

Fakenham Garden
Centre

04/11/2017

Late Autumn Show

Fakenham Community
Centre

All FDHA Shows are open to the public from 12 noon to 3.30pm
Free Entry to all - Raffle - Tea and Cakes at Fakenham Community Centre
Cafe at Fakenham Garden Centre
Pat Jones
Honorary Secretary FDHA
fdhasecretary@hotmail.co.uk

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/norfolkhortsoc
Twitter - https://twitter.com/norfolkhortsoc
If you have any comments on the
website or social media please contact
vicechairman@nnhs.org.uk and let us know.
Norfolk Gardener Editorial Note
All submissions are the opinions and copyright of the author and must not be
reproduced without their written permission. The Society does not take
responsibility for facts stated, or personal views given, in submissions and these
may not represent the views of the Society or Editor. If necessary submissions may
be edited to conform to the requirements of the Journal.
All advertisements are commercial and their inclusion does not indicate
endorsement by the Society, which accepts no liability for loss suffered directly or
indirectly as a result of any published advertisement.
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32 Westfield, Dereham, Norfolk, NR19 1QL
Return to: Mirtna Cottage, Whinburgh Road,

Presidents Evening 2017
by kind permission of Mrs Charlotte Carter
an Evening at Letheringsett Old Hall
NR25 7JA
Wednesday 5th July 6.30pm till 8.30pm
Beautiful gardens, drinks and refreshments
Please reserve me ……….places @ £5.00 each (members)
Please reserve me ……….places @ £7.50 each (non-members)
I enclose a cheque for £………………………… made payable to NNHS

Name…………………………………………………………………………

Address…………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………….
Contact telephone number: ……………………………………………….
E mail………………...………………………………………………………
Tickets will NOT be issued for this event, names will be added to
database for admission to the event.
Send to: NNHS Social Sec, The Cottage, Blofield House,
Woodbastwick Rd, Blofield, Norwich, NR13 4RW

Please return booking form no later than 22nd June 2017

Summer Show 2017
Name:

…………………………………………………………………………………..

Address:

…………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………..

Tel:

…………………………………………………………………………………..

Email:

…………………………………………………………………………………..

Make a X under the numbers of the Classes in which you intend to Exhibit
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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60
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133

134

135

136
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138

AF10

AF11

Affiliated Societies Classes
AF6

AF7

AF8

AF9

Please return entry to the Show Secretary by 9pm Sunday 25th June 2017
Notes:
1. To avoid waste of time and staging space, all exhibitors are requested to refer to the Show
regulations and schedule, and check they are entering exhibits in the right class(s)
2. Wherever possible exhibitors should notify the Secretary by the day before the show if they are
unable to compete, or wish to withdraw an entry.

Narborough Hall Gardens
Narborough, PE32 2TE
Sunday 4th June 2017
2pm till 5pm

Guided tour with the Head Gardener
Please reserve me ……….places @ £5.00 each (members)
Please reserve me ……….places @ £7.50 each (non-members)
I enclose a cheque for £………………………… made payable to NNHS

Name…………………………………………………………………………

Address…………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………….
Contact telephone number: ……………………………………………….
E mail………………...………………………………………………………
Tickets will NOT be issued for this event, names will be added to
database for admission to the event.
Send to: NNHS Social Sec, The Cottage, Blofield House,
Woodbastwick Rd, Blofield, Norwich, NR13 4RW

Lionel Ponders Garden
71 Station Road North Walsham
NR28 0BW

Sunday 10th September 2017
2pm till 5pm
Refreshments Included in price

Plants for sale
Please reserve me ……….places @ £5.00 each (members)
Please reserve me ……….places @ £7.50 each (non-members)
I enclose a cheque for £………………………… made payable to NNHS
Name…………………………………………………………………………

Address…………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………….
Contact telephone number: ……………………………………………….
E mail………………...………………………………………………………
Tickets will NOT be issued for this event, names will be added to

database for admission to the event.
Send to: NNHS Social Sec, The Cottage, Blofield House,
Woodbastwick Rd, Blofield, Norwich, NR13 4RW

Please return booking form no later than 1st September 2017

