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Belkholms
named Kanabec Farm
Family of the Year

BY JENNIFER COYNE
STAFF WRITER

BRAHAM – With on-farm
advancements, as well as their unique
way of retaining labor, the Belkholm
family has become an icon for
agriculture in Minnesota.
Kevin and Tammy Belkholm
are not only dairy farmers, but also
mentors and volunteers within the
community of Braham. It is because
of their service to others and their
upstanding personalities that the
Belkholms were recently named
Kanabec County’s 2017 Farm Family
of the Year at the annual recognition
ceremony held Aug. 3, during
Farmfest in Redwood Falls.
“We were surprised and
honored,” said Tammy, of accepting
the award. “We’re just one of many
good farmers out there.”
The Belkholms milk 300 cows
in a double-8 parallel parlor with the
help of eight employees and their
youngest daughter, BreAnna, 18.
Kevin and Tammy have three grown
children, who are no longer involved
on the farm – Erica and her husband,

Kenny, and their daughter, Cora, 4;
Mike; and Ross.
While Kevin oversees the dairy
and employees, as well as the farm’s
900 acres of cropland, Tammy is
responsible for bookkeeping and
records on the farm. Additionally,
Kevin’s mother runs to town for
equipment parts and delivers meals to
the Àelds.
“It’s nice when we can work
together as a family,” Tammy said.
Kevin agreed.
“At one point, we had Dad
packing corn silage, Tammy running
the chopper, and Mike, Ross and
myself chopping silage. Mom and
BreAnna came out and brought lunch
to all of us,” he said.
Kevin purchased the farm from
his parents, Chester and Violet, in
1991. Previously, the family worked
in a partnership where they milked
upwards of 110 cows in a 60-stall
tiestall barn.
“At that point, we were toying
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Tammy and Kevin Belkholm milk 300 cows near Braham.
They were recently named this year’s Kanabec County
Farm Family of the Year.
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Brion wins premiere
showmanship competition
BY NATASHA BARBER
STAFF WRITER

SAUK RAPIDS — It was a
sheep that earned her the spot
in the ring the Wednesday,
Aug. 2, but it was her
knowledge of all Àve animals
— a beef and a dairy cow, a
pig, a goat and her ewe — that
sent her Lauren Brion
home with a traveling
trophy that day.
Brion is Benton
County
4-H’s
newest
senior champion premier
showmanship
winner.
The 18-year-old Central
Minnesota
Lama
Club
member captured the title
during competition at the
Benton County Fairgrounds
Aug. 2.
“It’s really great
considering
this
is my Àrst year
ever competing in

premier showmanship,” said Brion,
the daughter of Tom and Kristy Brion
of Monticello.
Living within city limits, Brion
began her 4-H journey seven years
ago after asking her parents for a pet
rabbit. She persuaded the purchase by
telling them she would participate in
4-H, showing the rabbit at the county

fair. Brion’s one rabbit accumulated to
20 — 16 of which were entered in the
Benton County Fair this year—and
since joining Benton County 4-H Àve
years ago, the high school graduate
has expanded her showing skills to
both llama and sheep.
Brion: page 2B
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Lauren Brion, of
Monticello, receives
the
2017
Senior
Champion
Premier
Showmanship trophy after winning Lauren Brion shows a beef cow during 4-H Premier Showmanship
the competition Aug. 2 at the Benton competition Aug. 2 at the Benton County Fair.
County Fairgrounds.
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Brion

“I love animals and
love the opportunity to
spend time with them”

from front
“My Àrst goal was to
win sheep showmanship to
be able to participate in this,”
said Brion of the premier
competition. “Sheep was
my only way in. I also show
rabbits and llamas but they are
not included in this.”
Her second year showing
her woolly friends, she did.
The 4-H Premier Senior
Showmanship
competition
pools the senior livestock
champions from Àve species
— beef, sheep, swine, goat
and dairy cattle — and tests
the participants on their
cumulative knowledge of all
Àve animals. Each contestant
spends Àve minutes with
each species while a judge
questions them about the
animal. The
participants
are scored on the both their
answers to the questions, as

- Lauren Brion
well as the presentation of
the animal. Rylee Hackett
(beef), Nathan Popp (dairy),
Rochelle Bellefeuille (swine)
and Angela Konz (goat) were
Brion’s competitors. Konz
received an honorable mention.
Other than sheep, Brion
has no experience showing the
livestock animals chosen for
the competition. Yet, she didn’t
go into the ring without any
knowledge.
“I was kind of a nerd
and studied,” Brion said.
“But I didn’t know what
their questions would be, so I
didn’t know what to study for

HYDRATION SUPPORT DURING
PERIODS OF HEAT STRESS
DAIRY:
Production stability
Cull rate maintained
Increased stamina
and better
temperaments

Feed: 320-468-6655
Toll Free: 877-468-6655
Agron./Petro: 320-468-2509
Toll Free: 877-438-3378

BA33-1B-BP

Agron. Petro. Feed

exactly.”
Brion researched gestation
periods for each animal and
studied the cuts of meat and
body parts. She also informed
herself about common illnesses,
parasites and diseases found in
each breed. And although she
didn’t choose to participate
in livestock quiz bowl with
the intention of prepping for
the premier showmanship
competition, Brion said her
knowledge gained earlier in
the year was very helpful to her
during the contest.
As Brion begins her fall
and pursues her career as a
large animal vet, she’ll have
a few things to show for her
animal passion that might
some day become a career. As
Benton County’s 2017 Senior
PHOTOS BY NATASHA BARBER
Premier Showmanship winner, Lauren Brion (right) answers a judge’s question about a dairy cow during the 4-H Premier
Brion’s name will appear in Showmanship competition Aug. 2 at the Benton County Fair.
the fairgrounds Show Arena
for the following year and be
added to the traveling trophy.
She will also receive a custom
jacket and a plaque for her
achievement.
“I love animals and love
the opportunity to spend time
with them,” Brion said. “I like
the process of working with
them for the whole year and
then publicizing them at the
fair.”
Brion has one more year
she is eligible to participate
in 4-H activities, but with a
person only allowed to win
premier showmanship once,
she’ll be stepping aside for a
new 4-Her to take the title next
year.
BA_Aug17_1B_MT

Welcome Collegeville!

Let us help you
customize your farm

We would like to welcome the Collegeville
community to the Central Minnesota Credit
Union family. We are dedicated to providing
everyone in the tri-county area with friendly and
convenient service with 14 convenient locations.
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Lauren Brion (right) listens carefully as a judge asks a question about a goat during the 4-H
Premier Showmanship competition Aug. 2 at the Benton County Fair.
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1-800-669-4038

Little Rock - 32311 Co Rd 26,
Royalton, MN 56373
Lastrup - 19291 285th Ave.
Lastrup, MN 56344
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The Belkholms milk in a double-8 parlor that was built in
1996. Space at the end of the parlor allows the Belkholms to
expand to a double-12, if necessary.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

The Belkholms – (front, from left) Kenny holding Cora, Tammy, Erica and BreAnna; (back, from left) Kevin, Ross and
Michael – are this year’s Kanabec County Farm Family of the Year. The dairy farm near Braham.

Belkholms
from front

industry was learning.”
However, as the farm has
grown, so has the need for
reliable labor.
Aside from a few adults
working as full-time hired
help, the Belkholms have
looked towards high school
and foreign exchange students
to aid in the responsibilities of
the farm.
“We
started
looking
for help through exchange
programs when Ross was 8
months old,” Tammy said.
For the past 26 years, the
Belkholms have welcomed
students from Brazil, the

Czech
Republic,
Japan,
France, Denmark, Poland and
Estonia – all of whom have
participated in an educational
exchange program.
Currently, Marcos and
Caio, both of Brazil, are
working for the Belkholms.
“Marcos and Caio come
from the cities and had little
farming experience before
coming to work with us,”
Kevin said. “Most of the
students we work with want to
get into agribusiness, and this
is their chance to learn about
the dairy industry. They work
hard, but we try to make it fun,

with the idea of a new barn,
but we had to have the cattle,”
Kevin said.
Tammy agreed.
“Once Chester retired, we
made all of the Ànancial and
business decisions,” she said.
In 1996, once Kevin and
Tammy knew the direction
they wanted to take the farm,
they built a 300-stall freestall
barn and double-8 parlor, with
room to expand to a double-12,
a short distance from the home
farm.
“We toured many barns,
and the closest one was by
Foley; but we were one of the
Àrst farms in our area to build
a freestall barn,” Kevin said.
As construction of the
facilities was underway, the
Belkholms increased their
herd. By January 1997,
cows were moved to the new
location.
“We had a lot of snow
that year. With snow piled up
along the road, it was perfect to
walk the cattle down the road,”
PHOTO BY JENNIFER COYNE
Kevin said. “The state patrol Kevin Belkholm helps foreign exchange student Caio, of
closed the road, and we chased Brazil, give a heifer calf medication. The Belkholms currently
the cows over to the new barn. have two students from Brazil working on their farm.
It could’ve easily been a zoo,
but it all went smoothly.”
Over the last two decades, CENTRA SOTA COOPERATIVE - Santiago, MN
the Belkholms have made
Now Hiring!
improvements to their facilities
– adding a bedded pack to the
end of the freestall barn for
pre-fresh and special needs
cows, and also remodeling
Custom agronomy application
the original tiestall barn into a
calf facility equipped with an
Qualifications: Class A CDL or able to attain;
automatic calf feeder, among
Previous
applicator experience preferred but
other advancements.
With every improvement
not required (willing to train); Clean MVR;
to the dairy, the Belkholms
Able
to attain commercial applicator license
made the best decision for
themselves and the future of
the farm.
If you’re looking for a great employment opportunity with
“Dairy farming is a
excellent earning potential, apply today!
lifestyle, and we’re always
looking for ways to make it
E-mail or fax resumes to:
better,” Kevin said. “I’m glad
careers@centrasota.com or
we took chances and embraced
763-662-2364
the changes of the industry, like
or apply in person at:
how we milk and feed cows. At
2168 - 165th Ave • Santiago, MN
the time, it was a different way
(Mon-Fri 8am – 5pm)
of doing things, but we were
BA-1B-RB
open to adapting to what the

too.”
Tammy agreed.
“They want to do it all –
learn everything they possibly
can about the industry, and our
country and culture,” she said.
“After a year, they take all the
hands-on experiences with
them.”
The Belkholms have
hosted
19
international
exchange students, including
Marcos and Caio, through
two programs – MAST
International
with
the
University of Minnesota
and International Farmers
Aid Association, based in
California.
“It’s always been a fun and
interesting cultural experience
having them on the farm with
us,” Tammy said.

PHOTO BY JENNIFER COYNE

Tammy Belkholm shows where many of their foreign
exchange students have come from, along the coast of Brazil.

When the Belkholms
reÁect on their dairy farming
career, they are humbled –
from the opportunity they were
given to purchase the farm to
the support they received as
they made critical management
decisions to being honored

to represent their agricultural
community as this year’s farm
family.
“If we tried Àguring it out
on our own, we wouldn’t be
here in this position,” Kevin
said. “Assortments of people
have helped us.”
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Benton County cover crop trial:
Improving soil, clearing up lakes

BY ANN WESSEL
got very different results.
compare the 2017 harvest with percent of costs, providing a tiny piece of $1.5 million in Lake.
MINNESOTA BOARD OF SOIL
Both started with a nurse and without a cover crop. The sort of insurance.
improvements made possible
“It’s never going to be
AND WATER RESOURCES
crop of oats, which lodged following season, he plans to
Among the risks: A cover with Clean Water Fund grants crystal clear like the lakes up

SAUK RAPIDS — Is
Mel farming that Àeld?
Ever so casually, the
neighbors asked his wife. Mel
Hauck is renting the land. What
the neighbors really wanted to
know was why, in early June, a
crop of volunteer rye grass was
coming up with the corn.
The rye, which was
sprayed and died back
shortly after the neighbors’
conversation, was one of the
unanticipated products of a
cover crop Hauck planted two
years earlier. In 2015, he tried
cover crops in two Àelds and

TK Timber
• Log sawingyour site or ours
• Bobcat work
• Excavating and site
prep services
320-266-4909
www.tk-timber.com
Veteran owned company

BA33-1B-TV

Turning your logs
into USEABLE lumber.

shortly before harvest.
On 34 acres of higher
ground slated for soybeans,
the combine picked up some of
the oats. By the time the beans
were ready to harvest, the rye
cover crop was 8 to 10 inches
tall. Hauck worried it would
impede harvest; it didn’t.
On 16 acres of low-lying
ground slated for corn, the
oats lodged enough that the
combine couldn’t pick it up.
That layer of downed oats
kept the ground cold during an
unseasonably wet spring. Ry e
germination was spotty; some
of it came up the following
year.
That didn’t deter Hauck.
Hauck’s giving cover crops
another shot – with help from a
Minnesota Board of Water and
Soil Resources Clean Water
Fund grant. A $2,500 Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service Environmental Quality
Incentives Program grant
helped cover the 2015 project.
In August, Hauck plans
to sow a wide, 20- or 30-acre
swath, likely a rye-berseem
clover mix, down the middle
of a 64-acre soybean Àeld.
Within the same Àeld, he will

Sauk
Rapids
Police Police
Department
activity
Sauk
Rapids
Department
activity
Monday, July 31
0232 – suspicious Benton Dr N
0425 – controlled substance 300 block 13th St N
0912 – theft 300 block 2nd Ave N
0917 – theft 1400 block 2nd Ave S
1135 – extra patrol
1137 – extra patrol
1248 – civil 200 block 13th St N
1252 – warrant 200 block Summit Ave N
1441 – theft 400 block Benton Dr S
1514 – records check
1527 – records check
1703 – civil 1100 block Franklin Ave
1838 – domestic 300 block 4th St S
2213 – assault 1100 block Hillside Rd
1 trafÀc stop, 4 assists, 3 ordinances, 3 alarms
Tuesday, August 1
0008 – 911
0929 – suspicious Benton Dr
1234 – trespassing 900 block 1st St S
1237 – drunk
1306 – parking
1412 – domestic 100 block 18th St NW
1435 – records check
1526 – theft 800 block Benton Dr S
1543 – welfare check 1300 block 13th St Cir
1547 – fraud Benton Dr N
1903 – trespassing
2048 – trafÀc accident 900 block Benton Dr N
2143 – domestic 1200 block 10th Ave NE
2221 – dvs
2342 – suspicious 1200 block 4th Ave N
2356 - driving
2 trafÀc stops, 3 medicals, 2 assists, 1 ordinance
Wednesday, August 2
0010 – suspicious 700 block 7th St S
0253 – welfare check 200 block 13th St N
0255 – suspicious 1000 block Summit Ave N
0628 – train
0903 – suspicious River Ave N
1059 – property 300 block 7th St S
1149 – predatory offender registry 200 block Summit Ave N
1218 – warrant 1300 block 13th St Cir
1245 – 600 block Benton Dr N
1251 – fraud 1400 block 2nd Ave N
1450 – trafÀc hazard 600 block 8th St N
1550 – criminal damage to property 1000 block 4th St S
1728 – animal 100 block 1st St S
1818 – 100 block 1st St S
1949 – suicidal person 600 block 2nd Ave S
2021 – civil 800 block Benton Dr N
2321 – welfare check 5th St S
7 trafÀc stops, 3 assists, 4 medicals, 1 alarm

MIDWEST CLASSIFIED NETWORK
To reach 9 states with your classified call 320-251-1971

MOTORCYCLES: TOP CASH PAID!
For Old Motorcycles! 1900-1979.
DEAD OR ALIVE! 920-371-0494
PREGNANT?
CONSIDERING
ADOPTION? Call us ﬁrst. Living
expenses, housing, medical, and
continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047
(Void in IL & IN)
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write
off for your taxes. Running or not!
All conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. 1-800-283-0205
Spectrum Triple Play: TV, Internet
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed. No contract or commitment. We buy your existing contract up to $500! 1-800-919-3588
Exede satellite internet. Affordable, high speed broadband satellite internet anywhere in the U.S.
Order now and save $100. Plans
start at $39.99/month. Call 1-800712-9365
Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV.
Bundle & Save! Over 145 Channels

PLUS Genie HD-DVR. $50/month
for 2 Years (with AT&T Wireless.)
Call for Other Great Offers! Call
1-800-203-4378
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/
Month, includes FREE Genie HD/
DVR # 3 months HBO, SHOWTIME,
CINEMAX, STARZ. Get a $50 Gift
Card. Call 877-894-5275
Change the way you watch TVGet rid of cable and get DIRECTV!
You may also qualify to receive
$100 VISA gift card when you sign
up today - Limited time Only. CALL
NOW! 844-359-1203
Stop paying too much for cable,
and get DISH today. Call 855-5891962 to learn more about our special offers!
DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not
Less TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS HiSpeed Internet - $14.95/mo (where
available.). Call 1-855-434-0020
SAVE on internet and TV bundles!
Order the best exclusive cable
and satellite deals in your area! If
eligible, get up to $300 in Visa Gift
Cards. CALL NOW! 1-800-925-0146
MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid in
advance! Mailing Brochures at
Home! Easy pleasant work. Begin

compare corn growth rates.
“What I’m trying to do
is protect my land at its most
vulnerable time of year,”
Hauck said, referring to the
potential for erosion in the
spring and fall.
The cover crop will
remain after harvest, through
the winter and into spring. It’s
meant to prevent erosion and
add nutrients to the soil. Hauck
raises about 235 acres of corn
and soybeans in St. George
Township. He doesn’t have
cows – and therefore doesn’t
have manure to spread.
“It’s sort of a monoculture
– I’m only using two crops.
Getting a cover crop in there
is important for biodiversity,”
Hauck said.
Hauck hoped the cover
crop, especially the rye, would
out-compete water hemp, a
voracious weed.
The seeds will be broadcast
with the aerial application of
potash, scheduled for August
to coincide with soybeans’
peak potash uptake.
While
Hauck
didn’t
anticipate yield would vary
much, the estimated $1,500
in grant funds would cover 75

crop could exacerbate mold or
disease in a wet year. It could
impede drying. It could grow
too tall and hamper combining.
“Those grants have been
instrumental in helping me
decide whether or not I’m going
to do this. Like everybody else,
I like to make a proÀt,” Hauck
said. “If I had a houseful of
little kids sitting at the dinner
table, proÀt would be No. 1.”
But at age 78, with the end
of his farming career in sight
and none of his three children
planning to take over, Hauck
– a retired St. Cloud band
director – had other things on
his mind.
“I told my landlord, I
said, ‘Well you know, Gordon,
it’s really not your land and
it’s not mine. We just have a
chance to use it for a few years
here. I’d sure like the chance
to see something done for the
better,’” Hauck said. “It’s been
rented for many years. But this
land has been going downhill
for the last 20 years, and I want
to bring it back. I think we
should do something with it to
make it better than it was when
I got it.”
The Hauck project is one

Thursday, August 3
0003 – warrant 13th St Cir
1107 – search warrant 400 block 2nd St S
1129 – trafÀc accident Benton Dr
1141 – records check
1237 – 911
1314 – animal 200 block Summit Ave N
1330 – extra patrol
1334 – animal 200 block Summit Ave N
1345 – animal 200 block Summit Ave N
1408 – assault 300 block Summit Ave S
1419 – animal 200 block Summit Ave N
1454 – theft River Ave N
1629 – dvs
1658 – repo vehicle
1753 – parking
1947 – driving
2200 – domestic 1300 block 13th St Cir
2208 – suicidal person 500 block Benton Dr N
2300 – violation court order 800 block 2nd Ave S
2331 – disturbance 3rd Ave S
2356 – disturbance 300 block 4th St S
1 trafÀc stop, 1 alarm, 1 assist, 7 human services reports
Friday, August 4
0205 – Áeeing 4th Ave S
0209 – vehicle
1109 – welfare check 100 block 15th St Ct
1147 – unwanted person 800 block Benton Dr N
1344 – parking
1441 – theft 100 block 1st St S
1630 – arrest 200 block Summit Ave N
1759 – fraud Broadway Ave
1842 – dvs
2022 – disturbance 1400 block 3rd Ave S
2036 – property
2132 – suspicious 500 block 5th Ave NE
2234 – theft 1400 block 3rd Ave S
2243 – drunk
2323 – suspicious 200 block Benton Dr N
2356 – suspicious 1400 block 3rd Ave S
2 trafÀc stops, 2 assists
Saturday, August 5
0045 – suicidal person Benton Dr
0124 – suspicious
0246 – drunk
0829 – suspicious 500 block Benton Dr N
1117 – property
1134 – escort
1245 – civil 1100 block 1st Ave N
1637 – burning complaint 1900 block Benton Dr N
1744 – accident 1st St S
1744 – theft 300 block 6th Ave N
2029 – violation court order 1200 block 15th St NE
2122 – fraud Benton Dr S
2214 – arrest 300 block 13th St N
7 trafÀc stops, 7 assists, 3 medicals

Immediately! Age unimportant!
WWW.HomeBucks.US
######
Earn $1,000’s Processing Mail! Details: Rush SASE: LISTS/IA, Springhouse, PA 19477-0396
Over the Road carrier seeking
experienced drivers. Midwest and
west coast, no east coast. Drivers
average 3,000+ miles per week,
loaded and empty miles paid. Call
recruiting 1-800-645-3748. www.
gﬂtruck.com
Are you in BIG trouble with the
IRS? Stop wage & bank levies, liens
& audits, unﬁled tax returns, payroll
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call
888-606-6673
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got
you down? We can help reduce
payments and get ﬁnances under
control, call: 866-871-1626
Reduce your total credit card payments by up to 30% to 50%! Call
Consolidated Credit NOW! 844764-1891
Buying a home and need a mortgage? Or, have a home and want
to lower your monthly fees and
reﬁnance? Getting a mortgage is
quicker and easier than ever. Call
now! 855-715-4721
Owe the IRS? You May qualify for
Relief today! Stop Bank Levy’s &
Wage Garnishments. Mon-Thurs
8-8pm, Fri 8-6pm and Saturdays
9-5pm CST Español Available, Free
consultation. NT Valid in MN, WV &
ND Call NOW 1-800-511-2181

Trailer Sale: 4-place snowmobile
trailers 20’ & 24’: Scissor lift trailers; 2017 7’X16’ V-nose ramp door
$4,442.00; 2017 6’X12’ V-nose
ramp door $2,775.00; 2017 18’
7k Car hauler MX speedloader
$2,799.00; 515-972-4554 www.
FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com for inventory & prices!
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK
PAIN? Medicare recipients may
qualify to receive a pain relieving
brace at little or no cost. Call now!
844-668-4578
Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy, compare prices and get
$25.00 OFF your ﬁrst prescription!
CALL 888-438-6461 Promo Code
CDC201625
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere.
No tanks to reﬁll. No deliveries. The
All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info
kit: 844-852-7448
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you.
Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613
ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - $99 FREE Shipping! 100
Percent Guaranteed. CALL NOW:
1-800-795-9687
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No

the Benton Soil & Water
Conservation District received
in 2016 and 2017.
“It helps sustainable soil
development,” said Jason
Weinerman, Waite Park-based
BWSR board conservationist.
“It’s a small-dollar grant,
but it’s a high education
investment.”
Hauck’s Àeld is part of
Benton SWCD’s much larger
effort to improve water quality
in the Big Elk and Mayhew
lakes watersheds. According
to a 2010 assessment by the
Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency, both lakes are
considered impaired due to
high phosphorus levels.
Improvements
made
throughout the watersheds –
which in 2016 involved 12
landowners and 23 projects –
could cut the algae blooms in
both lakes. Benton County’s
Mayhew Lake is more of
a Àshing lake. Sherburne
County’s Big Elk Lake gets
more recreational use.
Meeting water quality
standards would mean cutting
the existing phosphorus level
by 78 percent in Mayhew
Lake and 57 percent in Big Elk

north. These are some shallow
lakes. They’re a lot more fertile
lakes to begin with,” said Mike
McMillin, district technician
with Benton SWCD.
They fall within the Elk River
watershed, which drains 613
square miles, mostly in Benton
and Sherburne counties. The
area is Áat (the river drops
about 3 feet per mile). Much
of it is agricultural. Feedlot
density is high.
“It’s in a working
landscape, so there’s multiple
partners coming together,
and there’s also lakeshore
owners. You’re dealing with
an extremely complex system
on a somewhat contentious
social landscape,” Weinerman
said. “You’ve got farmers and
you’ve got lakeshore owners
and you’ve got renters and
they’ve all got to work together
to make this work.”
The Minnesota Board of
Water and Soil Resources’
mission is to improve and
protect Minnesota’s water
and soil resources by working
in partnership with local
organizations and private
landowners. Website: www.
bwsr.state.mn.us.

Sunday, August 6
0111 – suspicious 300 block 7th Ave N
0112 – property
0118 – suspicious 1200 block Osauka Rd NE
0152 – animal 500 block Benton Dr N
0201 – open door
0957 – vehicle
1324 – suicidal person 2nd Ave N
1421 – Àre Hwy 10
1524 – unwanted person Benton Dr N
1524 – suspicious River Ave S
1534 – theft 300 block Benton Dr N
1541 – unwanted 400 block 4th St S
1613 – suspicious Island View Park, MN
1722 – theft 300 block 2nd Ave S
1726 – suspicious 1400 block 2nd Ave S
1729 – assault 1400 block 2nd Ave S
1824 – Àre 2nd Ave S
2001 – disturbance 1300 block 13th St Cir
2101 – disturbance 300 block 13th St N
2144 – harassment 1100 block 5th Ave
2246 – suspicious 200 block Benton Dr N
2 trafÀc stops, 1 assist, 2 medicals

Rice Police Department activity
Monday, July 31
0915 – gun 100 block 1st Ave NE
1252 – animal 900 block 4th St NE
1 assist
Tuesday, August 1
1554 – death 1st Ave NE
2003 – civil 2300 block Pine Rd NW
2143 – driving
2307 – disturbance 1300 block 3rd St SW
1 assist
Wednesday, August 2
1449 – disorderly conduct 100 block Main St E
1904 – dumping Main St/Hwy 10
2 trafÀc stops, 1 alarm
Thursday, August 3
0902 – driving
1249 – driving
Friday, August 4
0918 – escort
0922 – suspicious 200 block 2nd Ave NW
1237 – suspicious 11th Ave SW
Sunday, August 6
0930 – animal 300 block 3rd St SW
1738 – theft 2300 block Pine Rd NW
1945 – welfare check Hwy 10

tanks to reﬁll. No deliveries. The
All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info
kit: 855-995-5653
Diagnosed with Mesothelioma or
Asbestos Lung Cancer? If so, you
and your family may be entitled to
a substantial ﬁnancial award. We
can help you get cash quick! Call
24/7: 866-924-0504
CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed
DIABETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-389-0695.
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY! Basement Systems Inc. Call us for all of
your basement needs! Waterproofing, Finishing, Structural Repairs,
Humidity and Mold Control. FREE
ESTIMATES! Call 1-800-640-8195
Save money with solar! Custom
Designed Systems, Free Maintenance, Free Quote & Design. No
Out of Pocket Costs. Call now! 866944-4754 (MCN)
Get the perfect yard without lifting
a ﬁnger! Everything you need from
lawn care, soil analysis, weed control, pest control, and more! Call
Now 855-675-5704
Water Damage in your Home?
Call now for a free, fast quote. Insurance approved. Help restore
your piece of mind! 866-865-1875
Leaky Faucet? Broken toilet? Call
NOW and get the best deals with
your local plumbers. No hassle ap-

pointment setup. Call NOW! 866865-1875
Got Mold- or think you might have
it? Mold can be hazardous to you
and your family’s health! Get rid of
it now! Call our experts and get a
quote today! 855-398-7133
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-442-5148
Lower that Cell Phone Bill. Get 2
lines of unlimited data for $100/
mo. with AutoPay--taxes & fees included. Video Streaming & Mobile
Hotspot included. Limited offer/
Restrictions Apply. Call Today and
Save. 855-549-9399
Paying too much for car insurance? Not sure? Want better coverage? Call now for a free quote and
learn more today! 855-417-7382
Moving out of state? Best Interstate Moving and Storage offers a
FREE Quote and A Price Plus Promise. Call 855-428-6241 Now!
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No
paid operators, just real people like
you. Browse greetings, exchange
messages and connect live. Try it
free. Call now: 800-357-4970
Want to purchase minerals and
other oil/gas interests. Send details to: P.O. Box 13557, Denver CO
80201
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Corn growers present $5,000 in scholarships

SAUK RAPIDS —
The Benton Sherburne
Corn Growers Association
awarded
$5,000
in
scholarships, split between
local students pursuing
education in agriculture, at
the Benton County Fair this
month.

Kalley Otremba, of
Sauk Rapids, and Leanna
Schneider, of Foley, were
each presented a check for
$2,500 from the organization
at the Benton County Fair
Aug. 4. Otremba is a 2014
graduate of Sauk RapidsRice High School and is
currently attending North
Dakota State University,
studying agribusiness with

a minor in accounting.
Schneider graduated this
past spring from Foley High
School and will be attending
the University of WisconsinRiver Falls this upcoming
semester. She will begin
her education in agricultural
studies before deciding on a
speciÀc area of study.
The Benton Sherburne
Corn Growers Association
funds their scholarships
through a golf tournament
each year. The sixth annual
Corncob Scramble will
begin with a shotgun
start at noon Sept. 11 at
Territories Golf Club, St.
Cloud. Anyone interested
in participating in the event
and raising money for the
agricultural
scholarships
may contact Mark Koch at
mark.koch@compeer.com.
The Benton Sherburne
organization is a member
of the Minnesota Corn
Growers Association which
advocates and provides
education for sweet corn and

Sean Arnold, of the Benton
Sherburne Corn Growers
Association, presents Kalley
Otremba, of Sauk Rapids,
with a $2,500 scholarship
toward
her
agricultural
education.

July 2017 weather and
phenology in review

Àeld corn growers across the
state. It is estimated the two
counties alone produced
13.2 million bushels of corn
in 2016, with a value of over
$43.6 million.

PHOTOS BY NATASHA BARBER

Leanna Schneider, of Foley,
receives a $2,500 scholarship
from Sean Arnold, of the
Benton Sherburne Corn
Growers Association. The
organization
raises
its
scholarship funds through a
golf outing each year.

Customer Appreciation Dinner
Thursday August 17th
Pork Chops, Chicken, Baked
Potato Bar, and Beer!

Serving from 5:30 until it’s gone!

Bale
Wrapping
ECOSYL
Silage
Additives
Help
Wanted!

Weather: Almost a duplicate
cowbirds have gone as I’ve not
of last year temperature-wise. The
seen them for a couple of weeks.
averages were 61.58 and 82.64
Ruby-throated hummingbirds are
degrees for the low and high.
down in numbers along with most
The coolest day of 55 degrees
species of butterÀies. Canadian
was July 3 while it made it to 92
geese started Àying mid-month.
degrees July 15, the warmest day.
A notable increase in the
Temperatures reached 90 degrees
number of monarch butterÀies
on two days compared to one last
hovering on or near the swamp
year. Lots of humid and muggy BY JIM HOVDA and common milkweed. I’m on
Rice
days.
the prowl for leaves being eaten by
It rained on eleven days
the monarch caterpillars. I suspect
for a total of 4.38 inches of precipitation that the monarchs were laying eggs on the
compared to 2016 when I measured no less milkweed, their favorite host plant. Only
than 10.60 inches of rain. Most of that rain one tomato is starting to turn red.
came from a storm July 11 when I recorded
A good sign for our lake, a lot of
7.62 inches in 24 hours. It was one heck of Leopard frogs have appeared at the end
a storm. Total precipitation for this calendar of the month. Brown toads in the grass all
year is 20.24 inches.
month.
Local weather records for July: Our
Another jump in population – bunnies.
mid-summer temperatures dictate hot and They love the cracked corn at the base of the
muggy weather. The coldest day occurred bird feeder. I should not forget the Àying
in 1969 when the mercury dipped to a chilly squirrels that visit the hanging bird feeder
40 degrees, while in 1934 it made it to 107 ¿lled with sun Àower seeds every night. For
degrees. I can’t remember when it made it such little creatures, they sure consume a
to 100 degrees here. The most rain, 12.81 lot of seeds. Jim Larson reported that while
inches, occurred in 1897.
mowing really long grass in the yard he
Phenology: Birds ¿rst. Notable — on witnessed several Garter snakes.
July 2 both a red-headed woodpecker and a
Little Rock Lake: Lake water levels
bright red, male northern cardinal were on remained on the low side with levels
the feeder at the same time. What a beautiful dropping all month.
sight. At the north end of little Rock Lake,
The water temperature at the beginning
the most purple martins in several years. of the month was 68 degrees and 84 degrees
Last year, only a few. Northern orioles July 29. Lots of algae but none of the blueare here in large numbers along with Blue green stuff that smells so terrible — at least
Jays, tree swallows and rose-breasted not on the north end of the lake. Secchi
grosbeaks. Without listing them all, disk measurement of 1 foot 5 inches was
grackles, mourning doves, gold¿nch, red- the norm.
bellied woodpecker, a Great blue heron and
What’s ahead: Look for the purple
grey catbirds were some of the other bird martins to bug out (pun) the ¿rst part of
species. It appears that the brown-headed August. Some of the ¿rst birds to leave.

24’ Free
Standing
Cattle Panels

- Feed Truck Driver
• Full Time
• Class B License
- Inventory Control
Specialist
• Full Time
• Ag Background Helpful

Reg. $299.99
Now Only . . .

$

99
Each

279

Gilman Co-op Creamery
FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE
Check out our Facebook page
for daily/weekly specials.

BA-1B-Aug.17-BP

BY NATASHA BARBER
STAFF WRITER

Gilman, MN • 320-387-2770 • M-F 7:30-7,Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 9-1
G

gilmancreamery.com

TWO BY TWO - Two rows of concave disc, two rows of coulters
COVER MORE - An acre per hour, per foot (sizes from 12-60 ft)
READY FOR ANYTHING - Fall and spring, wet or dry

RESIDUE PROCESSING - 44” clearance for maximum results
BLADE ANGLE- 24” blades mounted on a compound angle
SHANK PACKAGE - Parabolic chisel ripper shanks

SUPERIOR FINISH - Go deeper with Coil-Tech Coulter II 22” blades
COVER MORE - An acre per hour, per foot
READY FOR ANYTHING - Fall and spring, wet or dry

FOUR WAY FLEX - Tandem plows flex side to side & up and down
POWER PREPARED - Durable frame built for high HP tractors
READY FOR TOUGH RESIDUE - Adjustable plowing widths

Let the PROPANE EXPERTS Help You Finish Your
Fish House, Deer Stand & Hunting Cabin the Right Way!
• Regulators
• Hoses
• Fittings
• Lights
• Propane Tanks
• We fill all sizes
of tanks
including RV’s

Great Heaters
Priced Right!
#1
Sportsman
S
Stove
on the
Market!

Full Line Distributor
of Empire Fish House
Heaters & Parts

“SAFE EQUIPMENT SOLD BY THE GUYS
THAT KNOW PROPANE”
50 Years of Experience!

America’s Propane Company • Open 7:30 am - 4 pm
931 Lincoln Ave, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 · (320) 251 0373

BA37-TFN-TV

BA-Aug 17-1B-JW

We have
everything
you need to
complete your
cabin.

Two Great Options!
p

40486 408 St., Sauk Centre, MN

25894 Hwy. 27, Pierz, MN

320-352-6543

320-468-2161

www.modernfarmequipment.com
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Dicamba – a new learning curve
Serving Your Seed,
Application, Fertilizer,
Precision, and
AgChem Needs.
Stop in or give us a call
for more information!

BA33-1B-BP

16250 HWY 10 NW
Royalton, MN
(320) 584-5520

HUBBARD CLASSICALF
14% CREEP FEED
• Beneficial for summer and fall feeding
when milk production drops and grass
is less plentiful.
• Increases daily ROG
• Bags or Bulk available

Oak
Park
320.968.7864
Co-op Creamery

16623 Ironwood Rd. NE Oak Park, MN 56357

BA33-Aug17-1B-BP

STOP IN
TODAY!

Dicamba herbicide is getting a fair amount of
need to consider a broad range of weed
attention in agricultural crop news this summer.
management options including, but not limited
Dicamba is the common chemical name of a
to Liberty Link technology, pre-emergent
growth regulator herbicide that has been around
herbicides, earlier applications of pre- and postfarms for at least three or four generations. It is
emerge products, cultivation, crop rotations that
in many products use to control dandelions and
allow more diversity in weed control practices
other weed in lawns. So what’s different now?
and products; and yes, even hand weeding.
During the last couple of years, soybean
The most common soybean injury
varieties were approved that were genetically
symptom from dicamba is cupping of leaves
modiÀed to tolerate dicamba. New formulations BY DAN MARTENS or leaves that are more “dish-shaped” than Áat.
University of
of dicamba were approved this year for use on
Other kinds of stress can cause some cupping.
MN Extension
dicamba-tolerant soybeans. They are supposed
Several articles related to this topic
to be less volatile and less likely to move off
can be found by doing an internet search
Àelds. It is illegal to apply other formulations of dicamba for “Minnesota Extension Crop News.” These include,
to these soybeans. The new dicamba products have detailed “Response of soybean yield to dicamba injury”, “Assess
directions for minimizing risk to other Àelds. This work is and documenting yield loss due to dicamba injury”, and
also being done with cotton in the south.
others that include pictures of typical symptoms. MDA also
Using dicamba on tolerant soybeans offers a signiÀcant has information on their websites. Agribusinesses are also
opportunity to control weeds, like tall waterhemp, which is working hard on these issues. The goal is to get it right.
resistant to other common broadleaf herbicides or soon will You’re welcome to call the extension ofÀce for any of this
be. Herbicide and seed companies are working on other information. Articles are posted related to late season weeds
herbicide products and crop varieties that are tolerant to and insect problems also.
them.
Late season weed issues
Spraying more land with dicamba increases the risk that
The answer is that there are probably not herbicide
soybeans and other crops that are not tolerant to dicamba solutions to problem weeds in crop Àelds at this point in the
will be injured by drift, volatilization, tank contamination or season. Poor control of large weeds, crop injury potential
application errors. Extension Weed Scientist Jeff Gunsolus and pre-harvest intervals become limitations. Some people
says that dicamba could volatilize for up to Àve days are hand weeding to prevent seed production in Àelds.
after applications. In low dose exposure situations, leaf Some people might till down small patches of weed in
symptoms might not be seen for 14 to 21 days. Temperature Àelds to prevent seed production. Combines do a great job
inversion layers are an important concern, along with wind of spreading weed seed; and that should be avoided.
and other factors. Gunsolus points out that “less volatile”
I looked at a soybean Àeld infested with second
does not mean “not volatile.”
generation Thistle caterpillars in northeast Benton County
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture is the lead Aug. 8. The treatment threshold for the stage of “blooming
agency for investigating dicamba injury issues. MDA is and pod-Àll” is 20 percent leaf damage and 35 percent for
responsible for permits to sell and use pest management the “pod-Àll to maturity” stage. This should be evaluated
products. Calling MDA does not automatically result in from top to bottom in the canopy. There are protocols to
a litigation process. MDA’s primary goal is determine follow for evaluating Àelds. The goal is to consider care
whether dicamba is the problem; and then why or how. This of bees and other beneÀcial insects in the context of taking
is the key to learning how to use the product effectively appropriate care of the crop.
with less risk to non-target crops. MDA can be called with
Please make safety a priority as we begin and prepare
concerns at (651) 201-6333.
for some of the fall harvest work.
Gunsolus shared recently that farmers and agronomists

Climate change

The president doesn’t
believe in climate change,
therefore the folks at the
Department of Agriculture

have been instructed to
“avoid” using the term
“climate change.” It will now
be referred to as “weather
extremes.”
In addition, “climate
change adaptation” is to be
replaced with the phrase
“resilience
to
weather
extremes.” Also on the
“avoid” list is “sequester
carbon,” which will now be
called “building soil organic
BY ROGER STROM
matter.”
The directive comes
The Business of Farming
from
Bianca
MoebiusClune, director of soil health
with the Natural Resources greenhouse gases” with “build
Conservation
Service soil organic matter, increase
(NRCS), who also instructed nutrient use efÀciency.”
Not
only
is
she
staff to replace “reduce

EXTRA SKID AND TRACK LOADER COVERAGE COMES STANDARD
BA_Aug17-1B-JW

CALL YOUR LOCAL GEHL DEALER TODAY!

ALDRICH TRACTOR
GEHL1859

19828 HWY. 10 • VERNDALE, MN 56481
218-445-5430
www.aldrichtractor.com

HEAT STRESSED
COWS?
WE STOCK
ThermoCAD

gehl.com

FLY CONTROL
SSales
l & IInstallation
t ll ti off HiT
HiTensile
il Fence
F

FORAGE
INNOCULANTS

Browerville, MN
BA33-Aug17-1B-JW

Centra Sota Farm &
Country Store

NET WRAP
NE
FROM

(320) 360-6308

The Right Fence... Built RIGHT

TWINE
T

NEW

ELECTRIC • WOVEN • RAIL

PRESSURE WASHERS
Call Jon at our Pierz location
to learn more!

8’ • 9’ • 10’

Grand Opening
Friday, August 25th from 10am - 2pm
Free Lunch & Store Specials!
Wild Country 99 & Little Falls Radio
will be onsite.

AG-BAG RENTALS

Please
Join Us!

PET
FOOD
Check out our selection of NutriSource Products!

5 units to rent. We also have ag bags
and bunker covers IN STOCK
LITTLE ROCK, MN
320-584-5147

PIERZ, MN
320-468-2168

LASTRUP, MN
320-468-2543

BUCKMAN, MN
320-468-6433
BA33-1B-BP

NEW STORE, NEW PRODUCTS,
NEW HOURS
Monday - Friday: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 8am-2pm

320-632-3631
13146 Haven Road
Little Falls, MN 56345

BA33-1B-BP

GEHL COMPACT EQUIPMENT

BA33-1B-BP

Since 1973, Gehl has pushed skid loader innovation forward. Today, Gehl continues the tradition with a complete line of skid
loaders and track loaders designed with productivity and efficiency in mind. Purchase a new Gehl Skid or Track Loader before
June 30th and receive an included 2 year / 2,000 hr XPRT total (full machine) extended coverage plan. Hurry offer ends soon.

restructuring the nomenclature
at USDA but she also took a
shot at rural America saying,
“References to economic
growth, emerging business
opportunities in the rural U.S.,
agro-tourism and improved
aesthetics should be tolerated
if not appreciated by all.”
Ranking
Senate Ag
Committee
Chairwoman
Debbie Stabenow of Michigan
warned that, “This censorship
makes the United States less
competitive, less food-secure,
and puts rural families and
their communities at risk.
In order to further sink
the notion of climate change,
all mentions of the dangers
of climate change have been
removed from the White
House websites and the EPA
scrapped its entire online
climate section.
The
changes
in
terminology come on the
heels of President Trump
withdrawing
from
the
global Paris Agreement on
climate change to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
On several occasions the
president has called climate
change a “Chinese hoax”
and there is speculation that
the changes in terms related
to climate change are part of
Trumps plan to restore the
coal industry.
The president has also
made a point of hiring people
that share his beliefs that
climate change isn’t real.
Scott Pruitt, the head of
the Environmental Protection
Agency and Energy Secretary
Rick Perry have both said that
they don’t believe humans
cause climate change.
Even the new Secretary
of Agriculture, Sonny Perdue,
has in the past referred to
climate science “a running
joke among the public.”
Burying anything that
refers to climate change and
using vague descriptors of
carbon sequestration also has
the potential to change the
way farmers approach their
farming practices.
If people from the
Department of Agriculture
can’t talk about climate
change, it’s going to be a
difÀcult task to convince
farmers to do things like plant
cover crops or switch to notill farming, both of which
increase the amount of carbon
stored in the soil.
In other words, the
agencies of the government
that are regulating food
production have been told not
to talk about climate change
to those people (farmers) that
will be hardest hit by changing
climate. The same rural voters
that helped Trump get into the
White House.
By the way, they missed
one. We can still say “Global
Warming.”
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A battle of professions

Farmers, NFL players
team up for Land
O’Lakes Farm Bowl
BY JENNIFER COYNE
STAFF WRITER

LITTLE FALLS –
Many people have stepped
onto Enchanted Dairy to learn
about modern-day farming
practices. But the guests who
arrived July 23 had dairymen
Ron and Marv Miller grinning with excitement.
The Millers welcomed
Minnesota Vikings’ tight end
Kyle Rudolph and former
football players Greg Jennings and Jason Brown onto
their 1,800-cow dairy near
Little Falls, as part of Land
O’Lakes’ announcement of
their upcoming event, the
Land O’Lakes Farm Bowl.
“These players were interested in the processes of
what happens on a farm,”
Ron Miller said. “I think they
left more knowledgeable and
interested in what goes on
here.”
Miller and his family partook in a promotional
and educational weekend to
promote the upcoming Land
O’Lakes Farm Bowl, which
will be held Thursday, Feb.
1, 2018, two days prior to the
NFL Super Bowl.
The concept of the pregame activity is to encourage
children to consider a career
in agriculture by highlighting
the innovative ways farmers

use technology to feed the
world.
“One constant that we all
need is food, and if you want
to be a part of producing that
food, then not only are you
wanted, but you’re needed,”
Brown said. “If you want to
be drafted to the most awesome team that you could
possibly go to, it’s going to
be in farming.”
As the organizations involved in the event planned
for an impactful launch, they
Àrst thought of the Millers to
host the athletes and represent
dairy farmers from across the
state.
“At Àrst, it was pretty
vague with what they were
looking for. I knew I’d have
to visit with people that were
interested in exploring the
technologies used on our
farm,” Miller said.
Then, a Àlm crew arrived
and they shot video to depict
how NFL players would train
for the Farm Bowl.
“It was fun to watch my
son-in-law, Jake, and Jason Brown compete in a tire
moving contest. Jake rolled
the tractor tire to the Ànish
line and Jason Áipped it end
to end like he would in practice,” Miller said. “The guys
smarted off to each other in
a small, playful rivalry, and
then we all got to take a look
at the Farm Bowl Trophy.”

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

The team at Enchanted Dairy (from left) – Marv Miller, Tangie Woitalla, Cindy Vetsch, Jeannie and Ron Miller, and Brooke
and Jacob Carrow – pose for a photo with NFL players, (center, from left) Jason Brown, Kyle Rudolph and Greg Jennings, at
the Millers’ 1,800-cow farm near Little Falls, July 23. The Millers hosted the professional athletes as part of the announcement
for the Land O’Lakes Farm Bowl.

At Enchanted Dairy,
players learned how to bottle
feed calves, operate a tractor with GPS and auto steer,
and Áy a drone, among other
farm-related tasks.
“Farming takes skill
and those football players
quickly realized that,” Miller
said. “They watched us and
learned from us.”
Rudolph agreed.
“There’s a ton of similarities between farming and
football – the manual labor,
long hours, hard work, lifting …,” he said. “If we have
some of [farmers’] toughness, I think we’d be a little
bit better, as well, and that’s
why I’m here today.”
Hosted at the University
of Minnesota, member owners of the dairy cooperative
will compete with professional athletes in a series of
challenges that depict the intricacies of agriculture, while
at the same time testing the
skills of the teams for their
strength, endurance, intelligence and coordination.
Rudolph,
Jennings,
Brown and Jerome Bettis
have all conÀrmed their participation in the February
event.
“We need more farmers,”
Rudolph said. “I’m excited
to help these kids and teach
them that not only is it great
to want to grow up to be a
football player, but to also be
a farmer and really help out.”
The course includes a
NFL players Jason Brown and Greg Jennings hold the Farm
milk pipe puzzle, tractor tire
Bowl trophy during a promotional video shoot July 23.
change, hay bale back up
and drone drop. The top two
teams will compete in a Àfth
challenge, the big feed run.
Amber Horn-Leiterman,
a dairy farmer near Brillion,
Wis., is eager to participate in
the obstacle course and bring
Since 1990
greater attention to dairy
farming.
Trade Anything . . .
“Farmers tend to shy
Boats • Motors • Trailers
Make the
away from the spotlight, but
most of your
Guns • ATVs
with Land O’Lakes, the NFL
tax refund!
2 Locations
and GENYOUth, this is a
• 965 Benton Drive North,
great spotlight to show the
Sauk Rapids, MN • 320-229-1065
See us on
different career opportunities
• 1850 7th Street North, St. Cloud, MN
Carsoup.com
in agriculture,” Horn-Leiterand Car Gurus man said. “We need the best
320-255-1065

and brightest people feeding
the world population.”
With the Super Bowl
weekend being one of the
most popular times of the
year, all involved in this national campaign are hopeful
of the positive impact it will
have on the dairy industry.
“Super Bowl LII offers
an exciting stage to convey
the importance of farming
to feeding the world, and to
show how Land O’Lakes’
member owners are impacting the entire food chain,”
said Chris Policinski, president and CEO of Land
O’Lakes, Inc. “Less that 2
percent of the population
touches farming and, as the
voice of the farmer, we feel
an obligation to tell their important story.”
Horn-Leiterman agreed.
“This is a great way to
open the lines of communication and become the go-to

The production crew, Miller family and football players review
the promotional video that was created July 23.

people for all questions about
food,” she said.
While taking part in the
unveiling of the Farm Bowl
was a large undertaking for
Miller and his dairy team,
they are pleased to have been
a part of it, and are looking
forward to watching the com-

petition in February.
“We’ve always been involved in promoting the dairy
industry,” Miller said. “When
this opportunity came about,
we had to take the chance
to get involved and share
how passionate we are about
dairy.”
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The Millers – Ron, Jeannie and Marv – show excitement for the Land O’Lakes Farm Bowl
with the ofÀcial trophy during a promotional video shoot July 23 on their farm near Little Falls.
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