Every election cycle, 


campaigns are run on the premise 



that one candidate can do the job better than the other candidate.  


The campaign is often run on ideals and goals 



that seem too big for reality 



and often turn out to be so.  

We have almost come to expect it, 


justifying our voting with, 



“If they can do even 50% of what they say, 



I will be amazed.”  

Now sadly, 


for humanities sake, 



this situation is not limited to American politics.  



It happens the world over 




and has for millenia.  



It was happening in Jesus' day 




and it was happening before Jesus came.

So when Jesus sat upon the Galilean hillside 


and said that he was bringing in the Kingdom of God, 



he felt pushback from two sides.  

One side that questioned whether his new way 


was going to do away with all of the old ways.  

The other side asks, 


“Yes, you can bring these in, 



but can you do it while staying true to your core values?”  

Dictators the world over 


rose to power as humble protesters 


promising revolution and relief from the oppressive ways of the government.  

Only to find that the only way to maintain power, 


is to adopt the same oppressive policies,



often more severely.   

These are the places where we see people pushing back at today.  

Take taxes, 


one solution is to scrap the whole tax code and start over.  

Another is to keep tweaking various parts, 


little by little, 


hoping to improve everything eventually, 



without compromising your campaign promises or party platform.  

In both of these options, 


the question always comes up, 



as it is with our state, 




will the services of the government remain?  

Of course, 


a third options would be, 



actually enforce the law that already exists 



and see what happens.  

I see Jesus taking this third option.  


He is opting to live out the writings of the Old Testament, 


the Hebrew Bible


His Bible.

Jesus is living out the Law and the Prophets.

In the beatitudes, 


Jesus has painted a is painting a seemingly whole new reality 



for people to live into.  


One where the poor in Spirit, 


those who mourn, 


who are meek, 


and who hunger and thirst for righteousness 



will inherit the earth, 



be comforted, 



will have the kingdom of heaven, 



and be filled.  

These are tall orders.  


But they are not new orders.  

The Hebrew Scriptures are filled with the poor in Spirit, 


the meek, 


those mourning 



being raised to power through God's provision.  




The Exodus, 




the story of Esther, 




the fall of Jericho are just the tip of the iceberg.  

At the same time, 


these are promises that could possibly somewhat be met, 



but not fully, 



and not staying true to the full calling, 


by the way the world currently works without God.  

The Scribes and Pharisees were the closest to meeting them.  


They had come up with all kinds of regulations in order to keep the Law.  


They had stepped out of normal everyday life 



in order to achieve something close to God's Kingdom.  

But they were trying to do it for God 


and not with God.

And then, 


here comes Jesus saying that he can fulfill this promise.  

So the question is how?  

What is Jesus going to do differently than the Pharisees 


and the teachers of the law currently do?  

The assumption from one side was that Jesus would drop the Law and the Prophets, 


and bring in a whole new way of doing things.  

As we will soon see, 


Jesus does do things that seem contrary to the letter of the Law, 



such as healing on the Sabbath,


but not contrary to the spirit of the law



the purpose to which the law was created to protect.  

Jesus claims that he has not come to abolish the Law or the prophets, 


but to fulfill them.  

The other side knows that a peace is possible, 


but not necessarily a shalom.  

Jesus was living during the Pax Romana, 


the great peace of Rome.  



But that peace was established through might and force, 



not the poor in Spirit, the meek, or those who morn.

So how is Jesus going to keep his campaign promises without compromising them 


or ditching them completely, 



but rather to fill them full?  

We start with the word Plerosai, 


which is the Greek word for fulfill.  

It has 3 standard uses.  


One is accomplish or obey.  


Another is to bring out the full meaning.  


The third is to complete.  

Which meaning does Jesus intend?  

Jesus does not just accomplish 


or obey the law and the prophets.  



That would cut out half of what Jesus does 




as Jesus deepens the intent of the law. 

So we move onto option 2.  


Our passages the next two weeks 



would fit with bringing out the full meaning definition, 




when Jesus tells us the fullness of what God meant 





when he said you shall not murder, 





commit adultery, 





or divorce.  



But that again does not encompass fully enough what Jesus is doing. 

So we move to the third option, 


complete the law and the prophets. 

The prophets were calling the people to a life that they were not living.  


Jesus came and lived that life completely.  

The prophets called the people of God to be the Israel that God called them to be, 


Jesus came as that Israel lived out.  

Jesus came to complete the act of salvation and redemption 


that the law and the prophets had initiated.  

The Old Testament, 

the Law and the Prophets, 

Jesus' Bible, 


all told the story of God working out the saving of the world, 



through God's chosen people




but it had not reached a conclusion.  

The Law portion called the people to live in such a way, 


so that they would see God at work 


and the nations around them would see God through their lives.  

The prophets tried to get the people to focus on their calling.  


To see the kingdom building work God was trying to do through them.  


And the promise of a future Messiah 



who would bring this reign of God into reality.  

Jesus is the completion of all this.  


When he was on the cross, 



he cried out, “It is finished.”  


The work of establishing the in-breaking Kingdom of God was done.  


Jesus had raised, 



erected, 



put in place the Kingdom.  

Jesus did this, 


by being raised himself on the cross.  

Which coincidently, 


is the Hebrew root word for both fulfill and resurrection.  



“Qum” means “to raise,” 



“to erect,” 



or “to put in place.”

The reason Jesus can say he and his followers will fulfill the law 


better than the scribes and the pharisees currently do 



with all of their rules and regulations, 

is that he is not just obeying them, 


he is completing them, 


raising them up.  

It is the difference between living 


and being on life support.  

One is sustaining life, 


the other is living life. 

The law and the prophets kept the calling alive.  

The scribes and pharisees kept the hope alive 


through their study 


and passing on of the knowledge.  

But Jesus came to make that calling a reality.  


That God would provide a Messiah, 


a Savior for humanity was no longer a future promise, 



but a current reality.  




He was there with us.

If you are the reality hoped for, 


you will meet it in every way 


and not struggle to do it, 



down to dotting the “I's,” 



and crossing the “T's.”  

Everything that led up to this moment needs to be completed.  

It is the difference between me trying to be Eva's Father 

and me trying to be Eva's Mother.  


I can try and do some of the things that Lisa does, 



but I can't do them in the same way.  


I was not made to be Eva's mother, 



but her father.  

As her Father I can do 


down to the last dot of the I 


and crossing of the T.  



I can complete, 



fulfill that calling.  

If I try and be her mother, 


there is no way for me to fully fill Lisa's role.  



I could keep Eva alive.  



But Eva would not thrive like she does with Lisa as her mother 




and me as just her father.

Jesus also answers the other side, 


doing what we promised 


while keeping our integrity.  

If we are teaching others, 


and alter the plan of God, 


and tell others the plan of God incorrectly, 



our standing is at the bottom.



There is no room for that in Jesus' kingdom.  

But if we live out the plan of God 


and tell others God's plan, 



will be called great.  

Jesus sets the standard for those who follow him to keep to his message 


and Jesus' method spelled out in the beatitudes.

You may be asking yourself, 


“How did I get roped into this so fast.”  

A second ago, 


Jesus was doing everything, 

and then suddenly 


I am supposed to be living into the completion of the law and the prophets?  



Did I miss a step?  

The answer if you are asking that question is, 


“Yes.”  


You missed what the law and the prophets were telling us.  

They went further than us just telling us we would be saved.  

They also told us why we would be saved.  


And it was not just so we could spend eternity in heaven.  



While that is one benefit, 



it is not the reason.  

Jesus came and fulfilled the Law and the Prophets 


so that we might again be part of the Kingdom Building work of God.  


Of being stewards of his creation 



that worked in God's image to make his life appear everywhere.  

So if we are not portraying his image, 


we are taking away from the point that Jesus did everything.

This is where Jesus took issue with the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law.  


They followed the letter of the Law, 



but did it in a way that ignored why the law was there.  


Despite the prophet's declaring more than once on God's behalf, 



“I desire mercy, 



not sacrifices,” 




the Pharisees went for the sacrifices.  


They maintained the tradition, 



they did not live into it.

So Jesus makes it possible for us to move past tradition 


and live into the Kingdom building.  

The old roadblocks are removed.  

We have an open highway to pursue God's Kingdom.  


But Jesus is clear that we can't just go through the motions, 



reminding each other of what scripture says.  


We have to live out what scripture says.  



When we do, 




it will be world transforming.


Which are campaign promises we would all vote for.

This Friday, 


we have a chance to be world transforming 



as we follow what God has shaped us as.  

In our essential tenets, 


we say we believe in the marriage of a man and a woman.  

Last week, 


most of you were present covenanted support of Eva in her walk with God.  

Scripture calls us to love our neighbor as ourselves.  

With the Date Night this Friday, 


we have a chance to put all of these things that the church believes 



into a real action.  


One that has the potential to build up the Kingdom of God.  

For we will assist people with young children to have a breath of sanity, 


to reconnect with their partners, 


to love them where they are at, 



with out requiring them to change.  

We will get to invest in their children


 and be blessed by their spontaneity, laughter, and cuteness.  

We will get to do 


what so many of you have already demonstrated with Eva that you are gifted at, 



caring for small children.  

It is one Friday night a month.  


But the difference it might make in our community of busy, 


stressed families 



could be world changing.  

The Sweet Welcome last week, 

the BBQ this afternoon, 

the Friday Date Night are all chances for us to practice together 


what God has called us to do in every moment of our life.  

Jesus has secured our righteousness on the cross, 


we just need to follow his servant acts of love 



in order to surpass that of the rule keeping scribes and pharisees.  

For we are no longer keeping anything, 


but we are living into the completed reality of what the law 


and the prophets pointed to and hoped for.  

A Messiah that would restore us to a right relationship with God, 


one another, creation and ourselves.  

Jesus is that Messiah.  


He can do what he campaigned in the beatitudes to do, 


he has done what he campaigned to do, 


and he will continue to do what he campaigned to do.

