
 
  Your High Calling 

Philippians 3:14 

Welcome 
It is a pleasure to have you with us this hour. Our endeavor is to 

worship God in Spirit and in Truth by adhering to the scriptures in 
all that we do and teach. 

If you desire to have a private Bible Study 

at your convenience, let us know. 
Website 

__________________ 

 
Phone 

__________________ 
 

Meeting Location 
______________ 

______________ 

______________ 

______________ 
 

ASSEMBLIES 
SUNDAY: 
A.M. ___________ 
P.M. ___________ 
Bible Study: 
_______________ 
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Not ALL Priests are God’s Priests 
 

Following the taking away into captivity of the northern tribes of Israel, the 
Assyrian king populated Samaria with men from various cities that had been 
subjugated by Assyria, “and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of 
the children of Israel” (2 Kings 17:24). Following the carrying away of Israel, 
we are told, “And so it was, at the beginning of their dwelling there, that 
they feared not Jehovah: therefore Jehovah sent lions among them, which 
killed some of them. Wherefore they spake to the king of Assyria, saying, 
The nations which thou hast carried away, and placed in the cities of 
Samaria, know not the law of the god of the land: therefore he hath sent 
lions among them, and, behold, they slay them, because they know not the 
law of the god of the land. Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying,  
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 A. The Gospel came through great difficulty: 

  1. 1 Pet. 4:18-19 – scarcely – “with difficulty” 

  2. Heb. 9:22 – “the shedding of blood” 

  3. Titus 2:13-14 – Jesus “gave himself”  

 B. Obedience is likewise difficult: 

  1.  Matt. 7:13-14 – “strait” = “being narrow” 

  2. 2 Tim. 3:12 – “shall suffer persecution” 

  3. Rev. 2:10 – “Be thou faithful unto death”  

II. Why Is Daily Godly Living Difficult? 
 A. 1 Tim. 3:14-15 – The church is the pillar and 

  ground of the truth: and truth is not well 

  received. 
 B. 1 Thess. 1:6-8; Rev. 3:7-12 – The influence and  

  prosperity of the church, for good, depends on 

  the brethren. 

 C. 1 Tim. 4:16 – Individual influence and prosperity 

  for good depends on a daily communion with 

  God. 

 D. 1 Jn. 1:6; 2 Cor. 6:16 – Communion requires 

  diligent attention to the pursuit of fellowship. 

 E. 2 Pet. 1:10 – When Peter said, “make your 

  calling and election sure,” he did so after 
  appealing to the need of developing personal 

  character qualities. 

 

III. Conclusion: 
 A. Over the next few weeks we will direct our attention to six aspects of “Daily 

Living”: 

  1. Prov. 8:12 – “find out knowledge and discretion” 

  2. Prov. 8:32-36 – “Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not” 
 B. Acts 16:5 – “So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased 

in number daily.” 

 

Your High Calling 
I. In the World: 
 A. Isa. 43:7 – whom I have created for my glory 
 B. Jn. 14:4 – Jesus glorified the Father 
 C. Gen. 1:26, 28 – Man’s charge 

 
II. In the Kingdom of God: 
 A. 1 Sam. 12:23, 24 – instructed in the good and right way 
  1. Serve him in truth: Jn. 4:23-24; 1 Pet. 1:22, 14 
  2. With all your heart: Heb. 4:12; 2 Cor. 10:5; Mk. 

12:28-30 
  
 B. Eph. 2:10 – created in Christ Jesus for good works 
  1. 1 Tim. 6:17-18 – charge to the rich 
  2. Titus 2:14 – zealous of good works 
  3. Titus 3:8, 14 – maintain good works 
 C. Teach: 
  1. Prov. 11:30 – And he that is wise winneth souls 
  2. 1 Tim. 4:16 – Teach…save both thyself and them that 

hear thee. 
  3. 2 Pet. 3:18 – But grow in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord. 
 D. Help Brethren: Col. 3:16; Gal. 6:1; Heb. 10:25 
 

SOLOMON SAYS 
“For I give you sound teaching; Do not abandon my 
instruction. When I was a son to my father, Tender and the only son 
in the sight of my mother, Then he taught me and said to me, ‘Let 
your heart hold fast my words; Keep my commandments and 
live; Acquire wisdom! Acquire understanding! Do not forget nor turn 
away from the words of my mouth. Do not forsake her, and she will 
guard you; Love her, and she will watch over you. The beginning of 
wisdom is: Acquire wisdom; And with all your acquiring, get 
understanding” (Proverbs 4:2). 
 
 
 
 
 

(Not All Priests Continued) 

Carry thither one of the priests whom ye brought from thence; and let 
them go and dwell there, and let him teach them the law of the god of 
the land. So one of the priests whom they had carried away from 
Samaria came and dwelt in Beth-el, and taught them how they should 
fear Jehovah. Howbeit every nation made gods of their own, and put 
them in the houses of the high places which the Samaritans had made, 
every nation in their cities wherein they dwelt” (2 Kings 17:25-29). 
 
What’s interesting about this event is that the priest dwelt in Beth-el. 
There are a number of things that need to be understood. When 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat had caused Israel to sin, he set up idols, “he 
set up the one in Beth-el, and the other put he in Dan. And this thing 
became a sin; for the people went to worship before the one, even 
unto Dan. And he made houses of high places, and made priests from 
among all the people, that were not of the sons of Levi” (1 Kings 12:29-
31). 
 
Whoever this priest was who “taught them how they should fear 
Jehovah,” it is sufficient to say he was not of the tribe of Levi, and his 
teaching would have been according to the previous sins of Israel 
associated with Beth-el, and as a result did not properly represent 
Jehovah, so that, “every nation made gods of their own, and put them 
in the houses of the high places which the Samaritans had made, every 
nation in their cities wherein they dwelt.” Though the inhabitants of 
the land acknowledged the God of Israel, they did not serve him fully: 
they, by their actions, combined His worship with that of their own 
gods.  
 
Do you believe in the God of heaven, but yet keep the idols of your 
imagination?  
 
Remember the words of the Lord, saying, “Every man of the house of 
Israel that taketh his idols into his heart, and putteth the 
stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the 
prophet; I Jehovah will answer him therein according to the multitude 
of his idols; that I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, 
because they are all estranged from me through their idols” (Ezekiel 
14:4) ret 


