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Hello Compatriots,
I want to thank everyone who played a part in the February
luncheon. We had 50 people at our George Washington
birthday celebration. Registrar Woody Wilson gave a toast to
George Washington to start the ceremony.
Miss Emma Robbins VP of the Chi Chi Okobee Children of the
American Revolution gave an update on current CAR programs
and the celebration of CAR’s 125th birthday. Then I had the
pleasure of introducing seven DAR members in attendance.
Our program began with recognition of our enhanced ROTC
cadets. COL Patrick J. Niemann, National Trustee and Past
President of the Florida SAR Society, conducted the ceremony
standing in for Saramana Governor Bill Battles. Saramana takes
great pride in the two cadets we honored. They represent all
that is good in today’s youth.
Walter Goulet and his son Wally then went onto give a
presentation of the muskets used in the revolutionary war.
Everyone was given a chance to handle the authentic muskets
and blunderbusses of that era. A special thanks to Walt for all
the work and time he spent on his program. It was a job well
done! We also inducted John (Jack) Strawderman into our
chapter. He was supported by his wife Judy and DAR daughter Holly.
Our next meeting in March we will give a special tribute to our local fire department staff. We owe a special tribute to
the men and women who are our first responders, firefighters and heroes overall in protecting our community. We
cannot do without them, other than honor all they do, often putting their lives at risk so we may be safe. Thanks to Tim
Milligan for working so hard to make our March program one worth all of our support. Hope to see you all there.
See you at the meeting
Douglas E. Erb
President, Saramana Chapter SAR
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Saramana Upcoming Events



February 27-29, THU-SAT: NSSAR Spring Leadership – Louisville, KY



March 6-7, FRI-SAT: D.A.R. Annual Meeting and Banquet – Orlando, FL
FLSSAR Color Guard event (SAT evening)



March 7, SAT: Last Naval Battle Commemoration – Merritt Island, FL



March 18, WED: Saramana Board of Governors meeting.



March 20, FRI: Regular luncheon meeting of the Saramana SAR Chapter
o Fire safety, EMS, and lifesaving awards



March 28, SAT: Commemoration of the Battle of Thomas Creek – Jacksonville, FL



April 15, WED: Saramana Board of Governors meeting.



April 17th, FRI: Regular luncheon meeting of the Saramana SAR Chapter
o Law Enforcement recognition and awards



May 1-2, FRI-SAT: Florida SAR Society Board of Management / Annual Meeting
o Election of Officers
o Awards Banquet



May 8-9, FRI-SAT: South Atlantic District Meeting; Pensacola, FL



May 9, SAT: Commemoration of the Battle of Pensacola



July 10-15, THU-FRI: 129th NSSAR Congress, Richmond, VA



September 24-26, THU-SAT: NSSAR Spring Leadership – Louisville, KY



October 2-4, FRI-SAT: Florida SAR Society Board of Management Meeting
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IN MEMORIUM
Richard Lee Haven
August 29, 1946 - February 10, 2020
Richard Lee Haven, 73, of Crescent City passed away Monday, February 10,
2020 in Palatka following a brief illness.
Richard was born in Jacksonville and had been a winter resident of Crescent
City and became a full time resident 25 years ago, coming from
Williamsburg, Virginia. He excelled as a tailor and pattern designer for
making 18th century clothing. Successfully operating two businesses for
many years, Just Two Tailors and Tailor’s Guide, supplying clothing and
patterns for many Reenactors and Fife & Drum Corps across the United
States and beyond. He even had his clothes appear in a few period movies.
He was renowned in his craft and was considered to be preeminent as a
clothing designer and tailor. He had also operated a third business with his
good friend Johnathan, Two Old Men, doing minor renovations and home
repairs. He was active in the Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution
and was a member and a past Worshipful Master of Lake Lodge #72, Free
and Accepted Masons. He had shared his great knowledge of American
History as a substitute teacher in Poultney, Vermont, Palatka High School,
Crescent City High School, and at many reenactments and rendezvous over
the years. For a time, he had also published a weekly paper on political
current events, American Patriot News Local. He will be sorely missed by
many of his patrons and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Robert F. Haven and Catherine E. Martin.
Surviving are his partner and companion, Evelyn Roberts; five children, Tracy Ann (Nick) Hinson, Robert (Jennifer) Haven,
Paula (Philip) Morse, Thomas Haven, and Amy (John) Currin; seven brothers and sisters, Jeff Haven, Brian Haven, Patrick
Haven, John Martin, Cheri Haven, Michele Nieberding, and Kim Blasingame; 17 grandchildren; 10 great grandchildren;
and numerous nieces and nephews.
Funeral services will be 2:00 p.m. Monday, February 17th at Masters Funeral Home in Palatka with Chaplain Bill Allen
officiating. Masonic Rites will be performed by Lake Lodge #72, Free and Accepted Masons. The family will receive
friends at the funeral home one hour prior to the start of the service. Burial will follow in Palatka Memorial Gardens.
Messages of encouragement or sympathy may be expressed in his online guestbook at themastersfuneralhomes.com.
Editor’s Note: Rick Haven is well known throughout the SAR. Even before he joined our society, he was a fixture at
FLSSAR meetings and Congress. His masterful skill as a tailor combined with his encyclopedic knowledge of colonialera life made his work much sought after by our members. Rick also shared his knowledge by travelling all over the
state to give talks on colonial life and period fashion as well as conducting classes in dancing styles of the period. In
honor of Rick’s impact on the society, more than a half dozen members of the FLSSAR and Ladies Auxiliary from all
over Florida attended his memorial and funeral – while wearing the colonial attire that Rick had so meticulously
created. He will be greatly missed.
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Induction of New Members
John (Jack) Strawderman
This month the Saramana Chapter was proud to induct Compatriot
John (Jack) Strawderman. President Erb called upon Registrar
Woody Wilson to assist in the induction. John (Jack) Strawderman
was born in Youngstown, Ohio moving to Florida in 1991. Jack
retired from the staff of Sarasota County Schools in 2018. Jack
served in the United States Army as a Military Police Officer and
was stationed in Munich Germany. Jack was accompanied by his
wife Judith and daughter Holly.

Jack’s patriot is Elihu Chilcot, who was a private in the 1st and 3rd Virginia Regiments serving under Captains Croghan
and Hite. – and Colonels Reed and Weeedon. Jack took the Oath of Membership from President Erb and he was
presented his membership certificate by Registrar Woody Wilson. Jack’s wife Judith then affixed the SAR pin to Jack’s
lapel. Hearty applause welcomed our newest compatriot into the Saramana Chapter.

(L to R: President Doug Erb, Judith Strawderman, Jack Strawderman, Holly Pisaturo, Registrar Woody Wilson)
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George S. & Stella M. Knight Essay Contest Entry
“The Price of Freedom”
Mihajlo Dosen; 12th Grade; North Port High School
“I only regret that I have but one life to give for my country.” Nathan Hale’s famous alleged last words resonate
throughout the United States of America and the rest of the free world to this very day as a symbol of patriotism,
loyalty, and dedication to the pursuit of freedom that all Americans should feel and what we as a people can hope that
the rest of the world’s citizens will soon experience. It matters not if this is what he truly said, what matters is the
impression this impactful phrase has left on our fellow Americans and how it has driven us to a common goal, a goal that
strives for freedom, the tenet of American Democracy. According to William Phelps’s novel, ‘Nathan Hale: The Life and
Death of America's First Spy,’ when asked on the importance of Nathan Hale, in consideration that he failed his mission,
President Dwight Eisenhower said, “… (he was) a supreme example of the willingness of an individual to risk death and
sacrifice himself for the common good.”
Nathan Hale himself grew up in Connecticut and was part of a
large respectable family. Born on June 6th, 1755 he was the sixth child
of his family (Rose, 2006). By the age of fourteen he left for Yale, two
years after his mother had died, and had aspirations to be a clergy man,
as his great grandfather, the famous Reverend Hale of the Salem witch
trials, was also (Rose, 2006). Upon his graduation, his career of choice
had shifted, and decided upon being a school teacher, finding his first
job in 1773. As the Revolutionary war broke out, it was announced that
the American forces were in desperate need of recruits and this plea
made its way across the colonies. Hale, a staunch patriot, immediately
realized what his duty was, and joined the Continental army with a rank
of First Lieutenant. Following his military career in the Siege of Boston, Hale was confronted with a difficult dilemma. His
commanding officer, Colonel Knowlton, had been given orders from Washington to send a volunteer across enemy lines
in New York to recover key intelligence on Britain’s supply stocks and military size. Being the patriot that he was, Hale
put himself to the task, feeling as though he had not done enough for his country already (McCullough, 2005).
Considered by historians and Hale’s fellow allies including Captain William Hull to be a suicide mission, the doomed
journey was quickly unraveled, and Hale was captured and killed on September 21st, 1776. Before his departure,
Captain Hull asked him why he was continuing with the mission, and Hale simply stated, “I wish to be useful, and every
kind of service necessary to the public good becomes honorable by being necessary. If the exigencies of my country
demand a peculiar service, its claim to perform that service are imperious.” (Edward Everett Hale, 2010).

Following Hale’s sacrifice, he was buried in an unmarked grave in New York. The two letters he had written while
imprisoned, to his mother and brother, were burned, for fear of sparking greater patriotism in the Continental Army,
6

due to, in the words of British Officer Captain Montresor and the infamous Provost Marshal Cunningham, "…that they
had a man in the army who could die with so much firmness," (Paul Pavao, 2010). For the rest of the war, Nathan Hale
wasn’t widely recognized, and George Washington, although knowing about the outcome of the mission, never openly
expressed his opinion on the matter; he never even mentioned if he was upset or distraught by Hale’s passing. These
inconspicuous events would soon reshape as one of the most important events of the war though, as explained in the
next paragraph.
Although Nathan Hale’s bravery only shined in the years after his death,
his legacy will remain with the people of this country forever. Nathan Hale
exemplified the ideal of the American Revolution and still represents this
great nation’s ideology even today. A martyr for freedom, Hale, a farmer
and school teacher, still took up arms in the face of tyranny and bravely
gave his life to quell it. This action perfectly modeled the American
Revolution and its plight to fight off an oppressing force, bent on ruling the
colonies with an iron fist. Against all odds America emerged victorious in
this battle, in order to bring something to the world rarely experienced
before, the freedom for one to live their lives. Summed up by his Great
nephew, Edward Everett Hale, his legacy is as follows, “Because that boy
said those words, and because he died, thousands of other young men
have given their lives to this country.” Perhaps its most famous lines, The
Declaration of Independence states this, “We hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, — That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.” It is then in consideration that, although Hale may never have, and most like
did not, gaze his eyes upon these imperative scriptures, he still believed in them and upheld them until the very end.

Bibliography:
1. Circian. "A Time for Heroes: The Story of Nathan Hale." A Time for Heroes: The
Story of Nathan Hale - Archiving Early America. Varsity Tutors, n.d. Web. 27 Dec.
2016.
2. Hale, Edward Everett. "Captain Nathan Hale (1755 - 1776) By Rev. Edward Everett
Hale." Capt. Nathan Hale (1755-1776) - Sons of the American Revolution,
Connecticut - CTSSAR. N.p., 2010. Web. 27 Dec. 2016.
3. McCullough, David G. 1776. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005. Print. Pages 22325
4. Pavao, Paul. "Nathan Hale: Patriot, Spy, and Martyr." Revolutionary-War.net. N.p.,
2010. Web. 27 Dec. 2016.
5. Phelps, M. William. Nathan Hale: the life and death of America's first spy. New
York: Thomas Dunne , 2008. Print. Foreword by Beverly Lucas
6. Rose, Alexander. Washington's spies: the story of America's first spy ring. New
York: Bantam, 2006. Print.
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Mihajlo Dosen

Enhanced JROTC Scholarship Contest

Each SAR Chapter can select an Outstanding
JROTC Cadet and enter that cadet into their
State Society's Outstanding JROTC Cadet
Recognition program. The winner of the State
competition will be entered into the National
Outstanding JROTC Recognition program. The
winner of the national program will receive a
special award at the SAR National Congress. The
National SAR award is to be presented to the
Outstanding Cadet in their next to last year of
JROTC (a Third Year Cadet [11th grade] in a four
year program). For a two-year JROTC program, a
Second Year Cadet may be selected.
The enhanced JROTC program has several
objectives:

2020 Enhanced JROTC Winner Cadet 1SGT Samuel Brasgalla

1. To identify and recognize Outstanding JROTC
Cadets at the SAR Chapter, State SAR Society,
and National SAR Society levels. The program
has been designed to allow all candidates to be
evaluated equally, regardless of the Military
Service they represent.

2. To encourage SAR members to make a
personal presentation of the JROTC medal to
Outstanding JROTC student in the nation.

3. To encourage SAR chapters to work with
JROTC units to determine how best to
encourage and recognize these outstanding
student citizens and therefore support this
exceptional national youth program.

2020 Enhanced JROTC Runner Up Cadet SSG Miranda Clapp

The Saramana Chapter SAR awards the three top cadets cash scholarship awards. The college plans of these cadets do
not have to be completed in order to receive the cash award.
This year’s awards ceremony was presided over by Col. Pat Niemann (US Army, Ret.) the chairman of the NSSAR JROTC
Program and FLSSAR’s National Trustee. He was standing in for Saramana JROTC Chairman Bill Battles.
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Saramana SAR Chapter –Board of Governors Meeting Minutes of February 12, 2020
1. Secretary: Howard W. (Randy) Randolph, Jr.
2. Meeting: February 12, 2020
3. Location: Church of the Redeemer
4. Meeting Notice: Published via Email
5. Attendance:
Elected Officers: Doug Erb, President
Tim Milligan, Vice President
Howard (Randy) Randolph, Jr., Secretary
John Boll, Treasurer
Vince Panissidi, Seargent-at-Arms
Woody Wilson – Registrar
Ernest Cave, Jr., Genealogist
Governors:

David Purviance
John Fitzpatrick
Preston Adams

Past Presidents: Dick Mahaffey
Vic McMurry
Steve Fields
Members present: 7 elected officers, 3 Governors, 3 Past Presidents
Quorum: Board of Governors meetings require 5 today number is 10
The meeting was called to order by President Doug Erb at 1:30 p.m. and opened with an invocation delivered by Vic McMurry
The Pledge of allegiance was led by Doug Erb
The SAR Pledge was led by Tim Milligan
The issue of Quorum verification was affirmed.
The Following Officer reports were offered:
Secretary Report:
The Minutes for the 1/15/20 BofG meeting and 1/17/20 Luncheon meetings were published in the February issue of the Quill &
Bugle. A motion was made by Vic McMurry and 2nd by David Purviance to approve the Minutes for the 1/15/20 BofG meeting
and the motion passed unanimously. A motion was then made by Vic McMurry to approve the 1/17/20 luncheon minutes and 2nd
by David Purviance and the motion was passed unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report:
John Boll previously furnished everyone via email in advance of the meeting with the 2019 and 2020 Profit & Loss Statements.
The 2019 Statement advised of a loss of $7,305.01 The 2020 Statement projected a loss of $1,100.36. Considerable discussion
ensued on the budget. It was clear that without any action taken the chapter will not be able to pay its FLSSAR and NSSAR dues
in January 2022 for the 2021 fiscal year. It was suggested that we separate the accounts Have an operating account and a separate
account for awards.
John also handed out several other documents that specifically laid out our Financial situation that needs to be addressed advising
that we cannot continue to allocate the present costs of the awards with the money that we have. The issuing of the awards and
grants have significantly increased over the past years without taking into consideration of the chapter budget.
John advised that we have 130 Compatriots on our roster presently, 2 have passed away 1 has resigned and 27 have been dropped
for nonpayment of dues.
Further discussion ensued on our luncheon expenses. We are experiencing cost for those who make a reservation and then do not
show. A motion was made by Woody Wilson that if you commit and don’t show you need to pay for the luncheon. It was 2nd by
Tim Milligan. The motion was further amended to include the language to that effect be included on the Menu form. The motion
was passed unanimously.

9

Vice President’s Report: Tim Milligan that we presently have 49 participants for our luncheon. The 1 st responders’ letters were
sent out. No returns as of today. The letter to the Police departments will be sent out in April.
President Report:
Doug Erb announced the upcoming events as follow:
Feb 14 Friday: SAR Luncheon – (CG)
Feb 27-29 Thurs-Sat: NSSAR Spring Leadership Louisville, KY - (CG-N)
March 17 Wednesday BOG
March 20 Friday SAR Luncheon – (CG)
March 28 Saturday Battle of Thomas Creek – (CG-S)
April 15 Wednesday BOG
April 17 Friday SAR Luncheon – (CG)
May 1-3 Fri-Sun FLSSAR BOM Kissimmee, FL – (FL CG-S)
(CG) – Color Guard / (CG-S) – State Color Guard / (CG-N) – National Color Guard
Doug went over the upcoming luncheon and what would be taking place, i.e. speakers (Wally Goulet, Sr.), inductions, CAR
Representative, etc.
RVP Report:
Steve Fields reported on the February 1st Officer training in Fort Myers and thanked everyone for their support and attendance.
There were 43 members from 5 different chapters. He then reported on the Color Guard and advised if anyone is interested to call
him. He also reflected on the many awards we have won and the great publicity we received. Lastly, Steve called attention to he
many Committee chairs that are vacant. They are on the web site and available to anyone who would like to head them up.
Comments were made about the great job Steve did in Fort Myers.
Registrar’s Report:
Woody advised he is not receiving new applicant leads from the state society and wonder what needs to be done to fix that? Steve
Fields said he is working on that problem. Woody informed everyone he is utilizing a new email address for his registrar duties
with a saramanasar.org address in order to segregate SAR business from his personal email. He asked everyone to please update
our address books for him. He thanked Vic McMurry for his work to update and edit – we are once again utilizing the DAR
Recognition brochure.
Several copies will be distributed to DAR members in attendance at the George Washington Birthday luncheon on February 14th –
with a request to take them back to their chapters and publicize the effort.
Woody has proposed some changes in the chapter’s application fees for the BOGs consideration and requested approval. The
changes will add $10.00 to new applications and supplementals. He is also proposing elimination of some extraneous mailing fees
on family member applications and proposing collecting the $10.00 fee required by national for the reinstatement of a member.
Woody made a motion to accept the fees on the Document titled Membership Categories, Application Fees, and Filing
Instructions, dated February 2019 that he distributed to everyone. Vic McMurry 2nd the motion and it was passed unanimously.
Woody also advised that he entertain a motion to establish a Sustaining Members Program. He would begin by contributing
$1,000.00 over a four-year period to kick off the program. Vic McMurry made a motion to establish the program and it was 2nd by
Preston Adams. The motion was passed unanimously.
On other matters: he advised we will once again utilize the member survey form and are working to find the correct place on our
web site to place it. He also prepared a Saramana SAR new member welcome letter to use in the new member packets. He will
reintroduce the New Member Booklet once he gets a chance to edit it.
Our recruiting and applications remain vigorous. Please see some specific data below.
We currently have 23 new member applications in various phases of research and preparation.
We have two new junior member applications in progress.
In the past month we have resolved six new member applications that were pended at FLSSAR. They have been approved at state
and sent to NSSAR for review and approval.
Two new member applications were submitted to FLSSAR in the past month.
One new member application was approved at NSSAR. I am waiting to hear if he will attend the Feb luncheon for induction.
Two new member applications remain pended at NSSAR and are being researched for additional information.
One new member application remains pended at FLSSAR and is being researched for additional information.
Two supplementals remains pended at NSSAR.
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One supplemental remains pended at FLSSAR.
One pended supplemental was resolved, re-submitted and is at NSSAR.
Six supplementals are being researched and pending submission.
Woody submitted a Quill & Bugle article for February – topic was supplemental applications. Compatriots need to read this article
and heed it if they are planning on submitting a supplemental. The chapter Genealogist also submitted an article for the Q&B. He
has prepared a Registrar’s Report to brief to the general membership at the luncheon and has asked for agenda time to make this
report each month.
Trustee’s Report:
Dick Mahaffey discussed the George Washington Fund raising Project and requested for everyone to give this consideration for a
donation.
Vic McMurry advised that he had three motions that he would like to be considered. The 1st motion was to raise the luncheon meal
charge to $30.00 which is an increase of 2.00 over its present $28.00. This would start in March 2020. Vic explained it would be
easier to make change and it would provide a few extra dollars to pay for guest luncheons. The motion was 2nd by Tim Milligan
and was passed unanimously.
The 2nd motion was to move that the cash awards for the Rumbaugh Orations Contest for December 2020 be changed: from 1st
place $1,500, 2nd place $350.00, 3rd place $150.00 to the following 1st place $500.00, 2nd place $125.00 3rd place $75.00.
Further, he advised that we are paying for lunch for 3 contestants and 3 guests at $30.00 each for $180.00. and recommended no
change as we are awarding the 2nd and 3rd place contestants the bronze Good Citizenship Medal and the Florida Endowment
Trust Fund will allow reimbursement two meals per recipient. We are only reimbursed by the Florida Endowment Trust Fund for
2 Meals per recipient times $20.00 each time 75% or $90.00. Preston Adams 2nd the motion and discussion ensued. It was
unanimously agreed to table this motion.
The 3rd motion was that If we, the members of the Board of Governors, agree that the Saramana SAR Chapter needs to save
money to make sure we continue to exist, then I move that from this day forward, all awards to Youth Contest Contestants, History
Teacher Contestants, Fire Safety and EMS Awardees and Law Enforcement Awardees be only those items purchased from SAR
for that purpose. That includes Medals, Certificates and Presentation Folders. The only exception will be for presentation of our
Chapter Flag Awards where we want our Certificate displayed for the public to see. If the recipient of a Flag Award has agreed to
place it in public view, then an Award Plaque would be appropriate. The motion also asks that if any Compatriot has any Award
Plaques that have been paid for by the Saramana Chapter be immediately turned over to the Compatriot designated as the
Medal/Property Committee Chairman. Vic’s reasoning was if you attend a Florida Society Board of Management meeting or a
National Society Leadership Meeting or Annual Congress and receive an award, you will receive your Certificate an SAR
Presentation Folder. To give special award plaques to others that we are presenting Medals and Certificates to goes against the
established SAR culture. He further added that if a Compatriot wants to change the SAR culture, they need to do so at the National
Society level, not at the Chapter level. Preston Adams 2nd the motion after discussion the motion was not approved by a vote of 2
ayes and 11 nays.
Old Business: There was no old business to discuss.
New Business: There was no new business to discuss
A Motion to adjourn was made by Dick Mahaffey to adjourn the meeting and was approved by all.
The SAR Recitation of the SAR recessional was led by Steve Fields
Vic McMurry closed the meeting with Prayer.
The Meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m.
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Saramana SAR Chapter – Luncheon Meeting of February 14, 2020
1. Secretary: Howard W. (Randy) Randolph, Jr.
2. Meeting: February 14, 2020
3. Location: Sara Bay Country Club
4. Meeting Notice: Published via Email
5. Attendance
a. Elected Officers: Doug Erb, President
Tim Milligan, Vice President
John Boll, Treasurer
Howard (Randy) Randolph, Secretary
Woody Wilson, Registrar
Vince Panissidi, Sergeant-at-Arms & Color Guard Commander
Ernest Cave, Jr, Genealogist
John Hartley, Chaplain
Governors:

Dr. David Purviance

Past Presidents: Dick Mahaffey
Steve Fields
There were 8 Officers, 1 Governors, 2 Past Presidents an additional 10 SAR Members and 27 additional guests for a total of 48
attendees.
President Doug Erb called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. and asked Chaplain Rev. John Hartley to deliver the invocation.
Color Guard led by Commander Vince Panissidi presented the colors
Compatriot Andy Lyman led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance
CAR Guest Reece Erb led the meeting in the SAR Pledge
Compatriot Rellis High led the meeting with the American Creed
Quorum: Luncheon/Regular meetings require Ten (10) today’s Number is 19.
President Doug Erb introduced the Officers, Governors and Past Presidents who were in attendance and their spouses. Also
introduced was our Special Guests Col. Pat Niemann, FL State PP, PP & RVP Steve Fields & wife Jill. VP FLSCAR Emma
Robbins, DAR Guests Joanne Goulet, Carol Mason, Sharon Milligan, Janie Wilson, Jeanie Robbins and Holly Pisaturo, New
Applicant Alan Deveraux & wife Gail, Andy Lyman, Gregory Stein & wife Noreen, Warren Wilson & wife Denise, Inductee John
Strawderman, wife Judith and their daughter Holly Pisaturo already introduced as a member of DAR.
He then reported on future events advising that they are on our website and can also be found in the Quill & Bugle.
President Erb advised that Rick Haven, proprietor of Just Two Tailors, who has in the past has been heavily involved in our
colonial uniforms had just passed away and asked for Prayers for his family.
President Erb than called upon Registrar Woody Wilson SAR for a special Presentation. Woody called up Holly Pisaturo DAR,
Janie Wilson DAR, and President Doug Erb SAR where upon he delivered a tribute to our Nation’s 1st President and the victor of
the American Revolution George Washington as we celebrate his birthday. A Toast followed by our guests with special pewter
goblets and was joined by all participants.
Following the luncheon President Doug Erb made the second call to order and asked that Emma Robbins, VP FLSCAR be
escorted to the Podium to provide an update on the Children of the American Revolution (CAR). Emma advised that the ChiChi

12

Okobee Society is celebrating the C.A.R.’s 125th Birthday on April4th at 11:00 a.m. at the Sara De Sota Chapter House in
Sarasota, FL and advised that she has provided flyers for this event at each table.
President Erb then called upon Col. Pat Niemann to make the Presentations to the winners
of our JROTC program as Governor Bill Battles was unable to be at our luncheon today. Col. Niemann is the FLSSAR National
Trustee and serves as Chairman of the NSSAR JROTC Committee. Cadet S/Sgt Miranda Clapp accompanied by Sargent,
USAR/Ret Fred Fout was called up as our 2nd place winner in our Enhanced JROTC contest and was joined by her parents and
awarded a Certificate, the Bronze Good Citizenship Medal for being the top cadet for Sarasota Military Academy and presented a
check for $350.00.
The 1st place winner Cadet C/1st Sgt Samuel Brasgalla accompanied by Sgt1C Freddy Pulphus was called up to the podium and
joined by his mother. Samuel was awarded with a Certificate and Bronze Good Citizenship Medal with a Neck Ribbon for being
the top cadet for Sarasota High School and a check for $1,500.00 for the Enhanced JROTC contest. Samuel will represent
Saramana at the FLSSAR Enhanced JROTC Competition. Samuel was then asked to recite his award-winning essay.
President Erb then called upon Wally Goulet, Sr. our featured speaker to come forward with a presentation of colonial era
firearms. Wally had examples of muskets, blunderbusses and pistols for everyone’s review and presented a slide show, description
and history of the weapons. It was extremely interesting to everyone. Wally was then presented with a Certificate of Appreciation
for being our guest speaker at the George Washington Birthday Luncheon.
President Erb then called upon Woody Wilson for an induction of John (Jack) Strawderman who was accompanied by his wife
Judith and daughter Holly. Jack was born in Youngstown, Ohio moving to Florida in 1991. Jack retired from the staff of Sarasota
County Schools in 2018. Jack served in the United sates Army as a Military Police Officer and was stationed in Munich Germany.
Jack’s patriot is Elihu Chilcot, who was a private in the 1st and 3rd Virginia Regiments serving under Captains Croghan and Hite.
– and Colonels Reed and Weeedon. Jack received his Certificate of Membership and his wife Judith pinned his SAR Badge on
him. He then received the Oath of Membership from President Erb.
A 50/50 drawing was held and Judith Strawderman was the winner. An explanation of all of the good things that are accomplished
by this drawing was presented.
.
President Erb then called upon Woody Wilson for a Registrar Report. Woody gave a report on the functions of the Registrar and
what he has been doing to enhance our membership. He reported that we have 23 new member applications in various stages of
research and preparation. We have 12 Supplemental Applications in progress. Woody expressed a challenge to each of us to
actively get another to join us.
Woody then advised of our new Sustaining Member Program he has implemented. He has pledged to become the first member
and will contribute $1000.00 over four years and encourage all of us to participate in this program to keep our Chapter healthy.
He advised that the information and pledge for will appear in the next Quill and Bugle publication.
Steve Fields, RVP spoke on our George Washington Endowment Fund program that supports Libraries and Museums for youths
at the National level. He and Dick Mahaffey have encouraged contributions to the chapter to be matched. We have raised $425.00
to date and this information will be included in the Quill & Bugle.
Steve Fields who is Vice Commander of the State Color Guard provided information as to what they do and added that the Color
Guard is very important and is the face of SAR. Steve than made several presentations:
President Doug Erb was presented with the Bronze Color Guard Medal for 3-years’ service as a member of the Nathaniel Green
Camp (Saramana) Color Guard.
Compatriot Vince Panissidi was presented the Bronze Color Guard Medal for 3-years’ service as a member of the Nathaniel Green
Camp (Saramana) Color Guard.
President Doug Erb than presented RVP and PP Steve Fields with the Bronze Color Guard Medal for 3-years’ service as a member
of the Nathaniel Green Camp (Saramana) Color Guard.
With no other business to conduct the SAR Recessional was led by Alan Devreaux.
The Benediction was provided by Rev. John Hartley and the luncheon meeting adjourned at 2:15 pm.
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Bronze Color Guard Medals Presented
The Bronze Color Guard Medal is for service at the State and/or Chapter levels. The medal is awarded for at least three
years of service at the applicable level. This month Compatriots Doug Erb, Steve Fields, and Vince Panissidi were
presented with their Bronze Color Guard Medals. Each of them has appeared in numerous parades, ceremonies, and
funerals all across the state. They have endured the Florida heat in 18 th century attire while representing our chapter
and society before the public.

Attention! Calling all compatriots! The color guard needs YOU!
The color guard is the public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Nothing is more iconic than the image of a
soldier of the American Revolution. Whether in uniform or militia attire, the color guard serve as a public reminder that
the legacy of the founders lives on in us.
Saramana is fortunate in that we have several uniforms that have been donated to the chapter. These are available for
sign-out to members who wish to participate in the color guard. Don’t worry if you don’t know how to march or the
proper way to carry a flag. Our members can teach you the basics in an afternoon will help you with any questions. If
you prefer to obtain your own personal uniform, we can provide guidance on types of uniforms and reputable suppliers.
For more information, contact Vince Panissidi at vinpansar@gmail.com .

More photos from this and other Saramana events can be found at www.facebook.com/saramanasar/
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March 2020

What’s a first liner?
A first liner is the first sponsor on a new member application. It’s an important job and vital to our chapter’s
membership health and to our reputation as a professional organization. As a first liner, you are the primary sponsor of
a new member applicant. You take them from perspective member to applicant to member. The key responsibilities of
a first liner include being in continuous contact with your applicant and to help them research – and write – their
application. Talk with them about our society and chapter. Be a host, a mentor and a helper. Invite them to our
luncheons, ensure they’re on the Quill and Bugle mailing list. The sponsor is the first person in our chapter who has
regular contact with a prospective member and sponsorship must be done responsibly and professionally. Compatriots
who first line ten new member applications get a medal – and an oak leaf cluster for every ten after that.

But – and this is big BUT – you got to do the work! Don’t give the registrar a half-baked, half finished, poorly researched
and half written application as a sponsor – and then presume to first line the application. Every Compatriot is expected
to know the policies and practices of SAR – to include the SAR Application Preparation Manual. If you want to first line,
you need to help your applicant get his application ready to submit in a finished, complete and ready to sign state. If a
sponsor gives the registrar a half-finished or poorly prepared application and asks him to finish it – he or the chapter
genealogist will – but they will also first line. That’s my policy as your elected registrar. If you want to first line, then do
the work and do it properly.

This is not to say we won’t help for a generation or two of difficult research – ones that you and the applicant are having
a difficult time with. Both the registrar and chapter genealogist stand ready to help with those issues. And, the
application can have errors – but they should be minor and few. We all make mistakes and that’s why we ask others to
peer review and double check the work. My job is to peer review and make those minor corrections – to get the
application as correct as possible so that there are no issues during the state and national approval process that would
cause the application to be pended.

My charge and challenge to all Saramana SAR Compatriots is to find, recruit, and sponsor at least one new member in
2020. As the sponsor, you get to first line the application – if you do the work as discussed above. I’m also looking for
those amongst us who would like to continuously be a sponsor – and earn that medal. I’d like to make you a member of
the Saramana SAR A-Team. Please let me know if you’re interested.

Next month, I’ll write about some processes and procedures for proof documentation, current proof standards, how to
write citations on the application form and more. Until then …

Regards – Woody
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FEBRUARY PHOTOS

More photos from this and other Saramana events can be found at www.facebook.com/saramanasar/
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FEBRUARY PHOTOS (continued)

More photos from this and other Saramana events can be found at www.facebook.com/saramanasar/

HELP WANTED
The Saramana Chapter is looking for a new editor for its awardwinning Quill & Bugle Newsletter. Published monthly from
September through May, the Q&B is THE source for news
about the Saramana Chapter’s activities and upcoming events.
Candidates should contact President Doug Erb.
In addition to an editor, the Q&B needs writers. The newsletter
often contains articles on historic events and individuals from
the colonial period. Articles should be 500 to 1200 words and
can include illustrations, photos, and or citations. Contact the
editor if you are interested in making a submission.
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Greeting from the Sons, Daughter and Children of the American Revolution. We invite you to participate in this year’s
ceremony to commemorate the 237th Anniversary of the last Naval battle of the Revolutionary War.

On March 10, 1783 two Continental Navy ships the Duc De Lauzun and the Alliance were in route from Havana Cuba
to Philadelphia with 72,000 Spanish coins along the east coast of Florida when three British warships the Sybil, the Alarm
and the Tobago spotted the Continental ships. With the Duc De Lauzun being loaded with the precious cargo, Captain
John Green could not out run the British. The Sybil caught up to the Duc De Lauzun and exchanged gunfire. Meanwhile
Captain John Barry maneuvered the Alliance between the Duc De Lauzun and British warship Sybil. Once the Alliance
was alongside the Sybil and just yards away, he ordered his crew to fire upon the Sybil. Being outgunned, the Sybil
changed course and followed the other British ships Alarm and Tobago.

March 07, 2020 at 10:00 AM
Veteran's Memorial Center
400 South Sykes Creek Parkway, Merritt Island Florida
Event will be held inside if it rains
We expect a Color Guard of 200+ marchers along a very short parade route - ALL Color Guard units will receive a FREE
18" LAST NAVAL BATTLE FLAG STREAMER. There will a "Wreath laying Ceremony" for any group that wishes to honor
our American Heroes. There will be chairs and bleachers available for guests, but you are welcome to bring your own.

Roger Bonnett
President, Brevard Chapter
Sons of the American Revolution

USS Alliance
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The Saramana Chapter, Florida Society, Sons of the American Revolution
Fire and EMS Recognition Day - Luncheon Meeting
Friday, March 20th, 2020
Information & Reservation Form
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Where: Sara Bay Country Club, 7011 Willow St., Sarasota, FL.
Time: 11:30 AM Cordials; Noon Program + Entrée
Attire: Colonial Attire for Members (or Class B Uniform), Coat & Tie/Business Attire for Non-Members

Menu choices:
(1) Chicken Cordon Bleu, Chef’s Fresh Vegetable & House Salad with Chef’s dressing
(2) Meat Lasagna, Fresh Vegetable & House Salad with Chef’s dressing
Accompaniments:
Homemade Rolls & Butter / Refreshments: Freshly Brewed Coffee, Decaf or Tea
Dessert: Ice cream
Please RSVP by email your menu selections not later than Monday, March 16 th to SaramanaSAR@gmail.com with
your payment at the door on Day of the Luncheon.
Please pay by CHECK.
No Reservation Changes at the Luncheon, except for item exchanges at your table with other members.
Parties arriving at the Luncheon without a confirmed reservation will be placed on a standby list for seating subject to
availability, which will include an added $5 charge. Reservations not cancelled by Wednesday March 18 th are still
obligated to pay for their meal(s).
NOTE: If you have ANY dietary restrictions or questions, please contact Anita Bosworth, Dining Room Manager by
Tuesday prior to the luncheon: (941) 355-7658
______ Luncheon(s) @ $30.00 per person as shown below:
(1) ______ Chicken Cordon Bleu
(2) ______ Meat Lasagna
(3) ______ Special Order: / Vegetarian / Gluten Free / Fruit Cup (dessert substitute)
NAME (Print):
____________________________________________________________________________________
Guest name(s) (Print):
____________________________________________________________________________________
Applicable DAR Chapter (Print):
____________________________________________________________________________________
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