EDITORTAL

The Doy I Knew I Teélerigéd to the Flag
oy
the late Dwight De. Eisenhower

My first day av West Point--Jjure 14,
191l~~had becn roughs Uy classmates arnd
I had been barked at and ordered by uppor-
classmen 4o do all sorts of ridiculous
chores, on the double. All 265 of us
ware weary and resentful.

Towerd evening, however; we assen-
bled outdoors and, with the American
flag floating majestically over us, were
swom in as cadets of the United Siotes
MiTita Ty Acadeny. It was an inpressive
cersnonye. As I looked np at our nesiionsl
colors and gwore my allegiance, I real-
ized humbly that now I belonged to the
Zlog. It is o voment T shall never for-
gﬂt-

Later I became color sergeant of our
class, mnd oy fingl year at West Poisnt
it wos oy priviledge to carrsy the Amor-
leem flag at all officisl parzdes and
cergnanies. N0 honor could hove neant
Lormg G0 O.

To teil you i, I lowe and respect
our flog 50 much would te2ke s bool, for
it would be tae longs brove story of
Anericae Briefly, I love our fl-z7 be=
ez it 12 the most beantiful notiomal
banner of 2ll, and becouse it stends,
“odsy 25 alveys, for the finest nation on
earitha

Today we urgently need a new commit-
ment to the basic principlies thet made
our nation great. Cur flag is the sym-
bol of these prineiples, and I would hope
uhat all of us wipht find some wey to dias
Ploy it, not merely om patriotic holidsys
but every dey in the yeer. Such o vis-
ible upsurge of raspect for the flag and
eountry will do much to help bring zbout
a ner nationsl solidarity, o reneved pride
end fedth in imerics.
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"It only lzeted a fer minutes, but
that wos enough for me". This is how
one s0ldicr deseribed the rocent atbtiack
ol LE Goldies "attack" mey not be the
right word, for the men of alpha Coopany,
39th BEngineer Battalion (Combai)} suce-
eeted in discouraging the NVA in what
would oppear to hove been an all out
ground abiacke.

At approxdmately 0100 hours on the
noming of June 10, FFC Salvador Chavez
(EL Pasa, Texas) heard a noise directly
in front of his guard bunker. FFC
Chaver set off his Clgymore oine. This
wes all it took for the entirs unier
line, made up of persommel from 4lgha
and HHG, to open fires Illumination
rounds revealed additions] movement ond
goveral podies in the perimeter aren.
Gun ships were called in, and ofter
straffing the ares, the action was over
for the night.

Search and denial cpezziions, the
next day, revealed six NVA EKIA'se. Cap-
tured weapons eguipment included: +two
AT rifles, one PG launcher, four
N¥A mistol belts, one pair of wire
cutters, six K47 magizines, one watch,
hree Chicom srenade carriers, 45 Chi-
cotr grensdeay one U.S. pistol belt, one
Be3« grenade, ome fleshlighi, one
Zangzlore forpedo, and several first aid
Packs.

L further check of the entire por--
imcter area revealed additional Chicom
grenadess sn BPG lesunchery = Viel Cong
atol belt, another pair of wire euts-
ers, ond banbeoo sirsnds used to tia
beck ecut wire. Several holes had boon
eut in the perineter vire, ané aackers
had been lepft to indicate the holes.

It was obvious that a full sczle ground
attack had been plormed, but agsin,
4lpha Company proved stronger then the
enamy anticipated.
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