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Vitamin L Visits Appleby  

     As of the writing of this article, New York State has yet to 
finalize their education budget.  This causes problems for 
public schools across the state, creating uncertainties in state 
revenues.  In addition, President Trump has indicated that he 
is looking to reduce educational funding to states/schools. 
This ambiguity makes creating a budget for the 2017-2018 
school year challenging.  Marathon has chosen to use Gover-
nor Cuomoôs proposed executive budget as the basis for our 
budget.  If we are fortunate enough to receive actual budget 
numbers prior to April 12th, a revised budget will be created 
and presented at a special board meeting at 5:30 PM on April 
12th.  If a state budget is not voted on prior to this date, our 
current budget will be approved by the Board of Education 
and put forth for a vote on May 16th.  Our current budget in-
cludes: 1. Moving from a .8 BOCES music teacher to a full 
time Marathon music teacher.  This will give our music pro-
gram stability, as we have had a high turnover rate with the 
BOCES program.  2. Our district currently has a .4 ESL 
(English as a Second Language) teacher.  The new budget 
would increase this position to a full time position, allowing 
us to effectively serve our ESL students and stay in compli-
ance with NY State regulations. 3. We will be hiring a full 
time Committee on Special Education (CSE) administrator.  
This person will replace Kim Prestigiacomo, who wishes to 
move back into the classroom where she looks forward to 
working with students again. 4. The budget will allow us to 
move from a bus mechanic helper to a mechanic/bus driver. 
and 5. increase support staff salaries to remain above mini-
mum wage.   
     The Board of Education would like to invite you to come 
cast your vote on May 16th.  Voting hours will be from 
NOON to 9 PM.  Voting will occur in the CSE Office (room 
107) located near our handicapped entrance at the High 
School.  Please bring ID to assist Mrs. Euson, our district 
clerk, with the process. To help you better understand the 

(Continued on page 3) 

6th graders were busy writing earlier this year for an ECHOES 
writing competition for Merry- Go-Round Playhouse! One of their 
selections was chosen for the final performance (by Hailey Collins 
and Lilly Simonson) and the other three were given honorable 
mentions (Frank Stech, Lillian Penrose, and Audrey Jasper). 

     On February 10th, students at Appleby Elementary enjoyed the uplifting and inspiring tunes 
of Vitamin L.  This group, from Ithaca, New York, sings songs about many topics that encour-
age character development.  Their mission is to spread love and goodwill through the songs 
they sing.  Their lyrics are written by Jan Nigro and they are meant to inspire young people to 
make good choices, to be loving, kind, caring, and helpful.      
     The Vitamin L Project received a Certificate of Recognition from the governor of New 
York ñfor being in the forefront of helping to promote the ideals of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
by promoting peace in our schools and communities.ò 
     Vitamin L was also honored by President Obama, who sent a letter of appreciation to Vita-
min L for their many years of work with children. 
     After the concert concluded, Appleby students were filled with the spirit of the music.  
They have taken that message on their way to embrace their peers, and they have been em-
powered to show kindness and respect to others.  

     On March 9, 2017 the Horticulture  Class was fortunate enough to have members of the 
Binghamton Bonsai Club come into class to learn about Bonsai trees.  Bonsai is the art of tak-
ing any tree, keeping it small thru pruning techniques and keeping in a container specifically 
designed for bonsai. 
     Club members provided students with information on the best means of growing bonsai, 
how to prune trees, wire them, and how patience and hard work will pay off over time.  Club 
members, Ed and Martha told about their experience and time, and how their passion for the 
art of bonsai has grown.   They talked about the number of trees they each own and work with 
on a regular basis, how relaxing this is, and how financially it could be beneficial. Avery Bar-
ber recalled ñIt was interesting to learn about a different aspect of Horticulture.  I really liked 
the presentation and now I  want to grow a Rhododendron Bonsai.ò 
     Students worked with a Jade, and Ficus trees and followed the bonsai rules that as you 
prune one spot the tree will grow in the other direction.  This process was then used to help 
mold the treeôs to the desired shape.  The trunk of 
the tree should have a ñZò shape, or a curve at the 

base.  Based on the design 
of the trunk the tree cano-
py will then be pruned and 
wired to create the proper 
balance. 
     We are very thankful 
that the members of the 
Binghamton Bonsai Club 
joined us for class and 
provided valuable infor-
mation.  If you are inter-
ested in learning more 
about the Binghamton 
Bonsai Club they meet on 
Upper Front Street in 
Binghamton on Satur-
dayôs. 

IMPORTANT BUDGET 

MEETING DATES 
 

BUDGET HEARING 
Monday, May 8, 2017  

7:30 P.M.  

High School Library  
 

BUDGET VOTE 
Tuesday, May 16, 2017  

Noon to 9:00 P.M.  

High School  

Room 107 (CSE Suite)  

Creative Bonsai  
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Medication Policy 
      
     All medications MUST be delivered to the health office by 
an adult.  Medications delivered by a student will be held and 
a parent will be contacted to visit the health office in order to 
confirm the medication and to sign an authorization form.   
     A doctorôs order is required for all medications, including 
over the counter drugs such as Tylenol, Ibuprofen, Anbesol, 
cough drops and medicated skin creams. Please be sure to ask 
your healthcare provider for a copy of the written order for 
the school nurse.  A pharmacy label is NOT a doctorôs order.  
     Medication MUST be delivered in its original, pharmacy 
labeled container.  Another such container should be provided 
for use outside of school (such as field trips); the pharmacy 
will provide an extra bottle at your request. 
 

Health Exam and Screening Requirements 
 

1. Health exams/appraisals: A health certificate, including 
body mass index and weight status category, is required 
for all students new to the district, Pre-K, Kindergarten, 
and 2nd, 4th, 7th, 10th graders.  The health certificate must 
be dated no more than 12 months prior to the start of the 
school year in which it is required -or- the date of en-
trance to the school for new entrants.  Health certificates 
must be submitted within 30 days of entrance into school 
or grades mentioned above, in order to continue attend-
ance. 

2. Vision screening:  Distance acuity for all newly entering 
students and students in Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 5th, 7th, 10th graders.  Near vision acuity, and color 
perception screening for all newly entering students. 

3. Hearing screening:  All newly entering students and stu-
dents in Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 10th 
graders.   

4. Scoliosis:  Scoliosis is a spinal curvature.  All students in 
grades 5-9 will be screened . 

 
Dental Certificate Request  
(not a requirement) 

     A dental certificate is requested for all newly entering stu-
dents and students in Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 2nd, 4th, 7th, 
and 10th grades. 
 

Marathon School Health Clinic 
     Marathon Central School offers a unique program called 
the Marathon School Health Clinic, sponsored by the Family 
Health Network. The clinic is an all inclusive doctorôs office 
conveniently located in your childôs school, and is available 
with no out of pocket costs.  Services offered by the clinic 
include: treatment of acute illness, monitoring of chronic ill-
ness, physicals, immunizations, allergy injections, and other 
general healthcare needs.   
     If you wish to have your child seen for an acute illness, 
remember you may notify the Marathon School Health Clinic 
by note or phone call.  If your child is home ill, you may also 
call for an appointment and bring your child in to be seen. 
     In addition to our medical services, our School Health 
Clinic also provides annual preventative dental services to K, 
2nd, 3rd, and 6th graders.  The dental services include oral 
health education and promotion, dental screenings and refer-
rals, sealants, cleanings, fluoride varnish applications, case 
management and assisting in the establishment of a dental 
home as needed.  Be on the lookout for a green folder to be 
sent home with your child.  Please sign and return all forms.   
     If you have any questions about the School Health Clinic 
or would like to enroll, please contact Carol (Appleby) at 849-
3180 or Teresa (Jr/Sr High School) at 849-3900. 

From the  

Nursesõ Offices 
***FLASHING*** 
***RED LIGHTS*** 

      
     Recently our bus drivers have noticed several cars passing buses while children are being 
loaded in front of Appleby Elementary and the Junior-Senior High School even when the bus 
red lights are flashing.   
     According to the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles: 
     When a stopped school bus flashes its red light(s), traffic that approaches from either direc-
tion, even in front of the school and in school parking lots, must stop before it reaches the bus. 
You should stop at least 20 feet (6 m) away from the bus.  
     When you stop for a school bus, you cannot drive again until 
the red lights stop flashing or when the bus driver or a traffic of-
ficer signals that you can proceed. This law applies on all road-
ways in New York State. You must stop for a school bus even if it 
is on the opposite side of a divided highway. 
     Drivers are instructed to put their red lights on only when chil-
dren are being loaded or unloaded.  It is imperative that cars wait 
for buses to be fully loaded or unloaded and flashing red lights 
have been turned off before passing our buses on school grounds 
or on roadways.  Drivers have been instructed to report people 
who violate this law.  Fines can range from $250 up to $1,000 and 
five points on your driverôs license. 

For the safety of our school children, NEVER pass a bus with flashing red lights. 

New York State Assessments 
 for the 2016-17 School Year 

 

      Students in grades 3-8 will be taking assessments in both English Language Arts and 
Math.  Students in grades 4 & 8 will also be tested in Science.   
  

Grades 3-8 Math - May 2-4, 2017; 
Science Performance Test Grades 4 & 8 - May 24-June 2, 2017; 
Science Written Test Grades 4 & 8 - June 5, 2017; 
June Regentsð June 13-23, 2017. 

     The requirements for graduation for incoming ninth grade students include regents exams 
to graduate with either a Regents or Advanced Regents Degree.  The State has also raised the 
passing grade on all regents to 65. 
     If you have questions or concerns, please contact the Elementary Office, 849-3281 or the 
HS Guidance Office, 849-3229. 

REPORTING CHILD 
ABUSE 

 
Section 409-01 of the New York Education Law, which 
became effective January 17, 2017, requires every public 
school in New York State (including charter schools) to 
post in English and Spanish the toll-free telephone number 
operated by the New York State Office of Child and Family 
Services (ñOCFSò) to receive reports of child abuse or ne-
glect. 
 
If you suspect a child has been harmed or is at risk, 

please dial: 1-800-342-3720 
 

Para reporter abuso de ni¶os y negligenicia,  
llame al: 1-800-342-3720 

Pesticide Notification 
March  24, 2017 
 
Dear Parent, Guardian, and School Staff: 
 
     New York State Education Law Section 409ïH, effective July 1, 2001, requires all public 
and nonpublic elementary and secondary schools to provide written notification to all persons 
in parental relations, faculty, and staff regarding the potential use of pesticides periodically 
throughout the school year. 
     The following pesticide application took place at the Marathon Central School District 
from November 1, 2016 to March 24, 2017: 
      

As a reminder, the Marathon Central School District is required to maintain a list of person in 
parental relations, faculty, and staff who wish to receive 48ïhour prior written notification of 
certain pesticide application.  The following pesticide applications are not subject to prior noti-
fication: 
 

 A school remains unoccupied for a continuous 72ïhours following an application; 
 Anti-microbial products;  
 Nonvolatile rodenticides in tamper resistant bait stations in areas inaccessible to chil-
dren; 
Nonvolatile insecticidal baits in tamper resistant bait stations in areas inaccessible to 
children; 
Silica gels and other nonvolatile ready-to-use pastes, foams, or gels in areas inaccessi-
ble to children; 
Boric acid and disodium octaborate tetrahydrate; 
The application of EPA designated biopesticides; 
The application of EPA designated exempt materials under 40CFR152.25; 
The use of aerosol products with a directed spray in containers of 18 fluid ounces or 
less when used to protect individuals from an imminent threat from stinging and biting 
insects including venomous spiders, bees, wasps, and hornets. 
 

     In the event of an emergency application to protect against imminent threat to human 
health, a good faith effort will be made to supply written notification to those on the 48-hour 
prior notification list.   For more information contact Tom Goskoski in the Business Office at 
(607) 849-3224.  

DATE LOCATION PRODUCTS 

  
            March 7, 2017 
  

 
Marathon Jr/Sr High School 
Kitchen Area 
  

 
Arilon Insecticide 
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Give Your Child  

a Head Start!! 
 
     The Cortland County Head Start/Early Head Start Pro-
gram is NOW ACCEPTING 3 and 4 year olds in the Mara-
thon school district for the 2017-2018 school year.  If you 
would like more information please contact Head Start/
Early Head Start at 607-299-4795. 

From the Superintendent contôd 

budget, a budget flyer will be mailed to residents.  We would also like to invite you to the 
budget hearing on May 8th at 7:30 PM in the High School library. We will be explaining all of 
the details of the budget and answer any questions you may have.  We appreciate your support 
in our budget process.  If you have any questions, please donôt hesitate to call me at 607-849-
3117 or e-mail me at rstone@marathonschools.org. 
 
Rebecca Stone 
Marathon CSD Superintendent 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Fifth Graders on a Continuous Roll  
PENNIES FOR CHANGE  

Appleby 5 th  Graders Making A Difference  
     Fifth graders have collected, counted, and rolled 
pennies since the start of school.  At Christmastime, 
all the pennies were taken to the bank and cashed in. 
     The students have decided to donate the first col-
lection of $107.00 to the Salvation Army. Great 
work!  

The fifth graders continue to collect pennies 
for our next donation towards a cause of 
their choosing. 

PRINCIPAL LEADERSHIP 
2nd QUARTER 

UPK 
Miss Gillette: Danika Reynolds    
Miss Little: Jaxson Davis   
 
KINDERGARTEN: 
Mr. Hoyt: Kooper Cornell    
Mrs. Luce: Claire Helms    
Mrs. Contri: Tyler Andrews 
 
FIRST GRADE: 
Mrs. Colvin: Paityn Contri     
Miss Dunham: Lily Darsky  
Mrs. Holl: Jason Sackett  
 
SECOND GRADE: 
Mrs. Densmore:  Mackenzie Forrest    
Mr. Mikels: Colton Oram    
Mrs. Newkirk: Gabbi Smith 
 
THIRD GRADE: 
Miss Roessel:   Nash Coleman    
Mrs. OôDonnell:  Scout Morse 
Mrs. Lung:    Preston Thorington 
 
FOURTH GRADE: 
Miss Cox: Jordin Chrysler      
Mrs. Russell: Robert Brigham 
Mrs. Mack: Cassandra Forrest  
 
FIFTH GRADE: 
Mrs. Brandstadt:  Julian Spizzirri   
Mrs. Chase: Haylee Chrysler 
Mr. Riggs: Gianna Gacek   
 
SIXTH GRADE: 
Mrs. Ludden: Kaetlyn Flint    
Mrs. Hayes: Baylee Jenney 
Miss Chapell: Rylee Thomas  
 
 

Family Fun  
 Night  

  The theme was St. Patty's day for the PTSA sponsored Family Fun Night at 
Appleby on March 17th.  They had crafts for students, bingo, a cake wheel, 
prizes, and a clothing and bath product giveaway from CAPCO.  Families 

could also enjoy pizza, popcorn, hot dogs, and beverages.   
It was a great night for all who attended. 

Imagination  
Celebration  


