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Name  War Date Branch 
John Hickman Civil War - Port Hudson,  March 14, 1863 US Navy 
James Mifflin Civil War - Ft. Moran, TN August 5, 1864 Navy (African American) 
William P. Upshur Haiti October 25, 1915 Marine Corps 
George L. Street, III World War II - Pacific October 6, 1945 Navy 

 
JOHN HICKMAN 
Rank and organization: Second Class Fireman, U.S. Navy. Born: 1837, Richmond, Va. Accredited 
to: Virginia. G.O. No.: 17, 10 July 1863. Citation: Served on board the U.S.S. Richmond in the 
attack on Port Hudson, 14 March 1863. Damaged by a 6-inch solid rifle shot which shattered 
the starboard safety-valve chamber and also damaged the port safety-valve, the fireroom of 
the U.S.S. Richmond immediately became filled with steam to place it in an extremely critical 
condition. Acting courageously in this crisis, Hickman persisted in penetrating the steam-filled 
room in order to haul the hot fires of the furnaces and continued this action until the gravity of 
the situation had been lessened.  
 
JAMES MIFFLIN 
Rank and organization: Engineer's Cook, U.S. Navy. Born: 1839, Richmond, Va. Accredited to: 
Virginia. G.O. No.: 45, 31 December 1864. Citation: On board the U.S.S. Brooklyn during 
successful attacks against Fort Morgan, rebel gunboats and the ram Tennessee in Mobile Bay, 
on 5 August 1864. Stationed in the immediate vicinity of the shell whips which were twice 
cleared of men by bursting shells, Mifflin remained steadfast at his post and performed his 
duties in the powder division throughout the furious action which resulted in the surrender of 
the prize rebel ram Tennessee and in the damaging and destruction of batteries at Fort 
Morgan.  
 
WILLIAM PETERKIN UPSHUR 
Rank and organization: Captain, U.S. Marine Corps. Born: 28 October 1881, Richmond, Va. 
Appointed from: Virginia. Citation: In company with members of the 15th Company of Marines, 
all mounted, Capt. Upshur left Fort Liberte, Haiti, for a 6-day reconnaissance. After dark on the 
evening of 24 October 1915, while crossing the river in a deep ravine, the detachment was 
suddenly fired upon from 3 sides by about 400 Cacos concealed in bushes about 100 yards from 
the fort. The marine detachment fought its way forward to a good position which it maintained 
during the night, although subjected to a continuous fire from the Cacos. At daybreak, Capt. 
Upshur, in command of one of the 3 squads which advanced in 3 different directions led his 
men forward, surprising and scattering the Cacos, and aiding in the capture of Fort Dipitie. 
 
GEORGE L. STREET 
Rank and organization: Commander, U.S. Navy, U.S.S. Tirante. Place and date: Harbor of 
Quelpart Island, off the coast of Korea, 14 April 1945. Entered service at. Virginia. Born: 27 July 
1913, Richmond, Va. Other Navy awards: Navy Cross, Silver Star with 1 Gold Star. Citation. For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty as 
commanding officer of the U.S.S. Tirante during the first war patrol of that vessel against enemy 
Japanese surface forces in the harbor of Quelpart Island, off the coast of Korea, on 14 April 
1945. With the crew at surface battle stations, Comdr. (then Lt. Comdr.)  



 
Street approached the hostile anchorage from the south within 1,200 yards of the coast to 
complete a reconnoitering circuit of the island. Leaving the 10-fathom curve far behind he 
penetrated the mined and shoal-obstructed waters of the restricted harbor despite numerous 
patrolling vessels and in defiance of 5 shore-based radar stations and menacing aircraft.  
 
Prepared to fight it out on the surface if attacked, Comdr. Street went into action, sending 2 
torpedoes with deadly accuracy into a large Japanese ammunition ship and exploding the target 
in a mountainous and blinding glare of white flames. With the Tirante instantly spotted by the 
enemy as she stood out plainly in the flare of light, he ordered the torpedo data computer set 
up while retiring and fired his last 2 torpedoes to disintegrate in quick succession the leading 
frigate and a similar flanking vessel. Clearing the gutted harbor at emergency full speed ahead, 
he slipped undetected along the shoreline, diving deep as a pursuing patrol dropped a pattern 
of depth charges at the point of submergence. His illustrious record of combat achievement 
during the first war patrol of the Tirante characterizes Comdr. Street as a daring and skilled 
leader and reflects the highest credit upon himself, his valiant command, and the U.S. Naval 
Service.  

The exploits of Andover's George L. Street, a U.S. submarine captain during World War II, were 
first immortalized in the book Run Silent, Run Deep by Captain Edward L. Beach. Jr and the 1958 
movie, Run Silent, Run Deep, which starred Clark Gable. 


