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The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem is the center point of the Christmas celebration for the Christian.
For much of our secular national culture, however, the story of that birth has become secondary, at best, to
the trappings of a "season of goodwill". This secular season now stretches from October’s Halloween to January’s Super Bowl and has developed its own rituals and traditions, beginning with the annual televising ofThe
Wizard of Oz and grinding remorselessly on from there. Such a thing is inevitable in a society as diverse as
ours.
A number of years ago in this column, I publicly renounced lamentations about the commercialization of
Christmas. I have kept that vow (mostly), though it gets harder and harder to do so, because I still think that
even if the full story of Christ is no longer a part of the Season for most, at least the image of the baby in the
manger is before us, and many who might never hear the story in any other way or time are touched by that
simple image.

It is true that Christmas is an important celebration for Christians, but it also holds a special meaning
for others. The themes of peace, joy, hope and love which undergird the story are promises after
which the whole world hungers. For Christians, the affirmation that God has entered our reality and
has brought us these gifts in the flesh of a Jewish baby is the central tenet of belief. But these gifts
were never meant for a select few. God is concerned with the whole of Creation and wills the best for
everyone.
The best that Christians have to share in this season is our effort to embody the revelation of God in
Christ. We can be irate at the commercialization of Christmas, but we may also give thanks that we
now have an even greater opportunity to share the whole story of "a great joy which shall be to all
people".
The world stills waits in longing "to hear the angels sing". Won't you join the chorus?

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
This season is a special time in our church as we prepare for and celebrate the birth of our Savior,
Jesus Christ. The sanctuary will be decorated with the traditional greenery (with the help of
volunteers) and special services are planned. Mary Linda McLearen will provide our Advent Wreath
and we will be lighting a candle each Sunday centered on the theme of the day. Please invite a
specific friend to attend worship on December 18!
Keep this holiday schedule handy:
November 27 - 1st Sunday of Advent – Hope begin YEAR A of the Revised Common Lectionary
December 4 - 2nd Sunday of Advent – Peace 10:00 am Morning Worship/Communion
December 6 - 10:30 am Decorate the Sanctuary join in a fun and creative time, giving our worship
space a seasonal feeling
December 11 - 3rd Sunday of Advent - Joy 10:00 am Morning Worship
Choir Sunday – Carols From Many Countries
December 18 - 4th Sunday of Advent - Love 10:00 am Morning Worship
Joy Gift Offering
December 24- Christmas Eve 7 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service
December 25 - Christmas Day 10 am Morning Worship
no Sunday School
this will be a briefer and more informal service than usual — gather in the
Fellowship Hall for hot chocolate, carols and prayers
December 31 - New Year’s Eve 8 pm bring your favorite finger food to share and drop in at the
Fellowship Hall for fellowship and table games
January 1, 2006 - New Year’s Day 10 am Morning Worship
no Sunday School
ring in the New Year with scripture and prayer!

The 2016 Christmas Joy Offering Sunday, December 18
Rejoice! Emmanuel has come!
A Presbyterian tradition for seventy years, the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to provide congregations direct ways of supporting specific causes that help those in need.
The receipts from the Joy Offering are distributed equally to the Board of Pensions for assistance programs to retired church workers and to the National Ministries Division of the General Assembly Council to support eight Presbyterian racial ethnic schools and colleges. Please
keep this special opportunity for giving in your Christmas plans.
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Charitable Gifts Reminder
The congregation’s financial books for 2016 will be closed on Thursday, December 29. Any contributions you would like to be credited for the current year must be received by the office before that
date.

Operation Christmas Child
Thanks to the support of the congregation, we were able to send 34 boxes of gifts to children overseas. Money was also donated to pay for the shipping. Thanks tp all who donated and all who helped
collect and transport!
The Annual Literacy Council Christmas Hymn Sing will be held in our Sanctuary this year at 4
pm on Sunday, December 18. Several area choirs will lead us in singing some of our favorite carols.
An offering for the work of the Council will be received and refreshments will be provided afterwards
in the Fellowship Hall.

Poinsettias
It is our custom to use 6 inch potted Poinsettias in our Sanctuary decoration for Christmas. This year
we have the opportunity to contribute to the cost of these plants by donating $8.42. If you would like
to participate, please make your check payable to Madison Presbyterian Church, or place the amount
in a clearly marked envelope and either mail it to the office or place it in the offering plate
by December 11. Also, you are invited to include a note dedicating the plant “in honor of” or “in
memory of” a special person(s). After the Christmas Service, you will be able to take the plant home
to enjoy!

2016 Stewardship Season
Our thanks are due to the Stewardship Team for another energetic and successful year of work reminding us that The Gifts of God are for the People of God. As of November , we have received 21
pledges toward our 2017 budget, totaling $74,168. Thank you to all who have indicated their desire
to contribute financially to our ministry and mission!

December Foods of the Month
Toiletries and Cleaning Supplies: Dish soap laundry detergent,
paper towels toilet paper, cleanser, deodorant , bath soap,
toothbrushes, toothpaste and shampoo. Please bring in your
donations and place them in the container provided in the
Narthex. Donations are then given to Madison Social Services for
distribution to those in Need
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Tom Zakielarz,
leader of Boy Scout
Troop 45 contacted
Carol Johnson
asking if the scouts
could perform any
community service
to assist the
church. I was
delighted when I
spoke with Tom and
learned the scouts
would be able to
help with
landscaping.
Working by
Spotlight
Tuesday evening,
Nov. 15 the
scouts cleared and
hauled away the diseased Azaleas beside the sanctuary building. Then they returned Sat.
morning, the 19th to prepare the soil, plant and mulch the new shrubs. We now have two
Kaleidoscope Abelias on the far ends and five Cavatine Pieris in the center lining the
sidewalk.
This landscaping is the second improvement made possible by the generous donation
of the McLearens. The two areas just in front of the sanctuary were completed a few
weeks earlier.
Pictured from left to right are: Dong Yi, Tom Zakielarz, Danny Douglas, Marcus Poisel,
and Tyler Porter.

Green Tip
Many thanks to Nick Humphrey, John & Jill Quinley, Berta Storey and
Mary King for their road side clean-up on 11-05-16.
We now have a "green" resource shelf available in the church library
located in the Tack Room, please take time to borrow the reading
material and/or DVD and share.
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Madison Choral Society Winter Concert
The Madison Choral Society proudly announces its 30th Annual Christmas concert featuring
Marc-Antoine Charpentier’s “Midnight Mass for Christmas”. The most charming of Charpentier’s Masses, each movement is based on a “noel”, or French Christmas carol. Several contemporary songs of faith and an audience sing-along also help create a thrilling preparation
for the season of Christmas. Two concerts: Friday, December 2 at 7:00 p.m. in St. Thomas’
Episcopal Church: 119 Caroline St, Orange, VA. 540-672-3761, and Sunday, December 4 at
4:30 p.m. in Mt. Carmel Church: 1735 W. Hoover Road, Haywood, VA. 540-923-5146. Conductor for this concert is Lauren Estes. Estes is also artistic director for the Bel Canto Vocal Ensemble and holds music degrees from The College of William and Mary, B.A., and Syracuse

On November 13, 2016 we were
happy to receive a new addition
to the Columbarium garden, a
birdhouse designed and built by
Tyler Babbin. Stop by and see
it, if you haven't already. Tyler is
a grandson of the late Norman
and Helen Kloker, beloved
members of our church and
community.
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Breakfast Buzz
We have decided to skip Breakfast Buzz for December.
We hope you will join us again in the new year for more fun
events.
Thank you for all your support this year.

Heidi Rees has lived in the
Netherlands and gave us a
view of how the Dutch
celebrate the Christmas
Season at last month’s
Breakfast Buzz
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