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“Doing Counts” — October 1, 2017
Phil 2:1–5, 12–13
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.
3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus . . . .

12 Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. . . .

Matt 21:28–32
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” 

They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”

In the Philippians passage, Paul first speaks about consolation, love, and compassion, and says “be of the same mind, having the same love” (Phil 2:2). So a few verses later, when he says to “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus” (2:5), I think he is still referring to love and compassion, and also to unselfishness and humility, as exemplified by Jesus. He uses Jesus as the supreme example of such selflessness and humility. 

So his first point is about the Jesus mind. It is the consoling, loving, unselfish mind. We need to have the Jesus mind in us, and that will lead to “full accord” among us (2:2). Having the Jesus mind within us leads to peace within the congregation.

His second point is “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (2:12), which is a very scary verse for some Christians, since it may sound like people saving themselves without any help from God. But it just means that you must be responsible for your own spiritual striving. You have to give God something to work with. As you live the life of faith, there will be considerable struggle, that is, “trembling.” It is our duty and our privilege to accept Jesus-like qualities, and to have the same mind among us. That leads to peaceful accord in the community.

When I come to the brief parable of Jesus’, I find only one main point: actions speak louder than words, or “Doing Counts,” as I have titled my sermon. It has this obvious message. But let’s dig deeper.
Although Jesus doesn’t use the word “mind,” as Paul does, he implies that the mind isn’t always in agreement with one’s actions. I am assuming here that the mind is what leads us to speak, but that some deeper influences are what lead us to act. The two sons did something different from what they said, and it is what they did that mattered. The first had a somewhat grumpy or uncooperative mind, but his loyalties and his will were in the right place, and he acted in accordance with his father’s will. The second had a mind that pretended to be loyal, but his heart and his will were not in it, and he did not follow through with what he said.
Jesus is saying something about true loyalty. What people say out loud doesn’t always reflect where their real loyalties lie. We think a certain thing, at least we think it on the surface level of the mind, but we really hold to something deeper in our nature. And it’s the deeper stuff in our hearts that really moves us, and that determines whether we are good disciples or not.
The first son has some kind of character flaw. He seems to be grumbly and argumentative, but deep down, he is actually loyal. The second son has a more serious flaw: he’s a hypocrite. He says he will do the right thing, but he doesn’t do it. Jesus next goes on to tell the story of the unrighteous tenants who claim to be loyal to the vineyard owner, but actually reject and kill the vineyard owner’s son: clearly a criticism of the hypocritical and violent priests.
So which character flaw do you have? Are you grumbly but loyal, or are you hypocritical? I’d go for the grumbly but loyal model, if I had to choose. 

And that can fit with what Paul says about working out your own salvation with fear and trembling: working out your life experience, struggling with your grumbliness and grouchiness, and making sure that you hold on to salvation. That’s the key to being able to fulfill what Paul says about holding on to “any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion” (Phil 2:1).
So we can work our way backwards in these readings, from grumbly loyalty, to responsible struggling, to the strong grasp on the encouragement and consolation that is in Jesus. One step at a time, and we’ll get there!
