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The Debate on Jew-Washing—Beyond
Ideology
According to Emily Hauser, our coining of the phrase “Jew-washing” was
disingenuous and part of a nefarious “McCarthy-esque” plot. Peter Beinart
referred to the term as an addition to the “right wing Jewish lexicon” targeting
“Progressive Jews”. In The Forward, Brant Rosen and Alissa Wise, from the
Rabbinical Council of the Jewish Voice for Peace, proclaimed “No, we are not
being used as pawns by Christian partners to further some nefarious ‘antiSemitic plot’. Rather, we are standing in solidarity with the oppressed, as the
most basic of our Jewish teachings demand that we do.” In sharp contrast, The
Forward’s Philologos wrote, “Using Jews to obscure antisemitism is wrong.”
The intense debate that “Jew-washing” triggered is a sign that the issues, more
than the specific term, are significant and warrant in-depth examination.

Israeli left-w ing activists protest at the Israeli Knesset in 201 1 . (Jack Guez / AFP / Getty
Images)

For Rosen, Wise and others who defend themselves as Jewish truth-tellers, the
highest expression of Jewish morality is fighting against Zionist sins by
supporting boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS)—a global campaign which
opposes accepting Israel as the sovereign homeland of the Jewish nation.
But in our conception of truth, morality and human rights, the singling out and
demonization of Israel, falsely accusing it of “war crimes,” and erasing the
record of terrorism against its civilians (as in the discredited Goldstone report)
is fundamentally immoral.
Incompatible with any ethical code are those Christian groups who promote
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BDS by mixing these smears with antisemitic theological tropes. For example,
Sabeel uses anti-Jewish supersessionist theology that claims Zionism is a
misinterpretation of “true” (read Christian) biblical understanding. Add to this
Sabeel’s imagery of deicide which compares Palestinians to Jesus on the cross,
claiming that they were put there by the Israeli government’s “crucifixion
machine.” It’s as though they’ve resuscitated medieval “teaching of
contempt.” Despite all of this, JVP’s Rabbinical Council declares, “As rabbis and
people of faith, we stand in solidarity with the work of Sabeel.”
In this context, opposing BDS and criticizing its Jewish enablers is not part of an
ultra-nationalist rightist agenda—it is a moral imperative and non-ideological
common sense.
To leftist Zionist critics of Israel who object to our naming and shaming of those
who use token Jews to legitimize BDS, we ask a simple question: Where do you
draw the line between legitimate disagreement and sinat chinam—unjustifiable
hatred? When does Hillel the sage’s directive, “If I am not for myself, who am
I?” become operative? Which alliances are beyond the moral pale, in which the
ends no longer justify the means? Why do Zionist critics of Israel, like Beinart,
attack us for condemning JVP’s role? Has he changed his mind about JVP since
he canceled an event in Oakland when he learned JVP was the sponsor?
Instead of addressing these complex questions, Beinart cites “the vast numbers
of Jews who rejected Zionism in the first half of the twentieth century” to make
the uncontested point that they were still Jewish. Ideology aside, surely he
acknowledges that they were on the wrong side of history, to an unfathomably
disastrous scale. Likewise, the fringe anti-Zionist Jewish defenders of BDS, like
their counterparts in the anti-Zionist Soviet Yevsektsia (Jewish Section), are
also on the wrong side of morality and history, regardless of their rhetoric.
Indeed, the principled opposition to BDS during July’s Presbyterian Church
(USA) General Assembly displayed a rare unity among politically diverse
Zionists. Left, Center, Right and ideologically cynical Zionists (probably most of
us) joined in condemning this form of political warfare wrapped in a theological
halo. On borders, peace, etc., there are passionate differences, but our common
ground is that delegitimization of Jewish sovereign equality is unacceptable and
immoral.
In contrast, within Presbyterian, Methodist, and other denominations in North
America and Europe, there are hard-core and influential groups promoting
BDS, who draw succor from a Jewish fringe. Groups such as JVP knowingly
provide the BDS movement a token shield. Indeed, prior to the PCUSA
gathering, JVP posted a page on its website explaining, “The churches pay
particular attention to the voices of Jews. We will need your help telling your
stories, and when possible, speaking directly with church delegates in your
area.”
Dismissal of this strategy of using token Jews as a cover—a “Jew-wash”—is no
longer an acceptable moral or political option. We all have the obligation to
speak out strongly, and oppose this malevolence, without compromise. While
the term “Jew-washing” is an ugly expression, the practice is not only much
uglier, but extremely dangerous to real Jewish lives.
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Obama’s Human Rights Chief Missing
 in Action

Josh Rogin

The Senate was set to conﬁrm a new leader for the State Department’s
human rights agenda. But at the last minute, Obama’s ambassador to
Saudi Arabia cut in—just in time for Obama’s trip to meet the Saudi King.
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Last week, Secretary of State John Kerry made calls to senators urging them to
confirm the State Department’s top human rights official; he thought the
Senate leadership was on board. But suddenly, the White House stepped in and
bumped the human rights nominee in favor of Joseph William Westphal, the
U.S. ambassador to Saudi Arabia, only days before President Obama is set to
visit the country to repair a damaged relationship.
Westphal was confirmed Wednesday night. Tom Malinowski, the nominee to
become Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor,
has lingered in limbo after being nominated over 250 days ago.
Having quit his job as the Washington Director of Human Rights Watch,
Malinowski now waits for the glacial pace of the new Senate confirmation
process to put him back on the payroll. Meanwhile, the most senior position in
the Obama administration for human rights remains vacant, while crises from
Syria to Ukraine make the need for American advocacy on human rights more
crucial than ever.
President Obama gave a landmark speech Wednesday in Brussels, touting the
American legacy of human rights and democracy promotion and prodding
European countries to increase their advocacy for the downtrodden and defend
Western values in the face of Russian aggression.
“I believe that over the long haul as nations that are free, as free people, the
future is ours. I believe this not because I’m naive. And I believe this not
because of the strength of our arms or the size of our economies. I believe this
because these ideals that we affirm are true. These ideals are universal,”
Obama said. “And I believe that if we hold firm to our principles and are willing
to back our beliefs with courage and resolve, then hope will ultimately
overcome fear, and freedom will continue to triumph over tyranny, because
that is what forever stirs in the human heart.”
The speech was a call to action. But the human rights community sees a
disconnect between the speech and the policies his administration has pursued
since coming to office in 2009. There’s hope that Obama might be turning over
a new leaf in the wake of the Crimea invasion and could raise the priority of
human rights and democracy promotion.
“I’m hoping this speech will in fact mark an increase of attention emphasis and
priority on these issues, which we haven’t seen in the past five years,” said
David Kramer, who held the State Department human rights post during the
Bush administration and now is the president of Freedom House. “Tom’s
nomination has sort of fallen through the cracks, which is particularly
unfortunate considering the President’s speech today. If we had Tom in place,
he would in a position to take the lead on a lot of the issues.”
Inside the State Department, there’s a lot of frustration with the overall chaos
that has become of the Senate confirmations process, ever since Majority
Leader Harry Reid changed the rules to require only 50 votes to confirm a
member of the administration. Minority Leader Mitch McConnell has been
using his power to slow the flow of confirmations to a trickle.
But each week, some nominations do get through. The process for choosing
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/08/13/the-debate-on-jew-washing-beyond-the-ideology.html
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these lucky nominees is anything but democratic.
“McConnell determines how many people go through every week and Reid
determines who is on that list, in consultation with the White House,” one
administration official explained.
Several officials and Senate aides told The Daily Beast that McConnell, Reid,
and the White House had all agreed to let Malinowski get confirmed in this last
round, but then the White House intervened to get Westphal on the list
alongside four federal judges, at Malinowski’s expense. Obama arrives Friday in
Riyadh.
It’s not the first time an ambassador got to skip the line because a White House
official was about to visit their country. Ambassador to Chile Mike Hammer got
confirmed just before Vice President Joe Biden’s trip there. Last week, the
Senate confirmed Tim Broas to be ambassador to the Netherlands, just before
Obama’s trip to The Hague.
A Senate Democratic leadership aide said that nominees are stalled at agencies
all over the federal government and argued the overall problem was Republican
intransigence.
“You could write 140 different stories about nominees (including 32
ambassador nominations) that are pending because of Republican obstruction.
Unfortunately Mr. Malinowski is one of many,” the aide said. “We’d vote on him
tomorrow if Republicans agreed to drop the procedural roadblocks. We hope
that the Republicans who support him will help get the rest of their team on
board.”
A Republican leadership aide said that it was up to Reid when to schedule
Malinowski for a vote. The State Department blamed the Senate overall.
“We’re determined to see Tom Malinowski confirmed very soon and we’re
confident his long wait is almost over. The only thing that stands in the way of
his confirmation is the United States Senate,” State Department Spokesman
Alec Gerlach told The Daily Beast. “Secretary Kerry has personally made the
case that with so many pressing human rights issues on the agenda, and strong
bipartisan support for Tom, it is urgent to get him confirmed.”
Malinowski has broad, bipartisan support, including the vocal support of some
Republican senators, including John McCain and Lindsey Graham. He also has
widespread support in the broader foreign policy and human rights
communities in Washington. Over a dozen senior former officials from David
Petraeus to Madeleine Albright wrote a letter last week to Reid and McConnell
urging them to let Malinowski take up his post.
“Mr. Malinowski’s confirmation is particularly urgent given the number of
challenges the United States faces in the world that are closely linked to issues
of governance and human rights: the crisis in Crimea and Ukraine, the
consolidation of authoritarian rule in Russia, and the continuing turmoil in Syria
and elsewhere in the Arab World,” they wrote. “Leaving this position vacant
handicaps our diplomacy in crucial areas and sends a deeply unfortunate
message about our priorities in the world.”
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Dozens of leading NGOs and human rights organizations followed this week
with a letter of their own. The human rights community is also engaged in an
effort this week to persuade Obama to raise the issue of human rights while in
Riyadh.
According to the State Department’s own human rights report for 2013, Saudi
Arabia is guilty of massive and systematic human rights violations, including
“'citizens’ lack of the right and legal means to change their government;
pervasive restrictions on universal rights such as freedom of expression,
including on the Internet, and freedom of assembly, association, movement,
and religion; and a lack of equal rights for women, children, and noncitizen
workers.”
The White House declined to comment on why they chose to confirm Obama’s
envoy to Saudi Arabia instead of his lead official on human rights.
“We are eagerly looking forward to Tom being confirmed and becoming part of
the Administration,” said Spokeswoman Caitlin Hayden. “As we have made
clear, time and again, that agenda is central to our foreign policy. It’s what our
history and values demand, and we know that our commitment to human
rights and democracy reinforces our national security.”
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Hero or Criminal? James Brady, the
WTC Ironworker Who Jumped Oﬀ the
Building
He set in place the beam on the 104th ﬂoor signed by President Obama
and the First Lady. Then, last September, ironworker James Brady
parachuted from the top of One World Trade Center, ﬁlming his dramatic
descent.
The daredevil who made the helmet-cam video of himself parachuting with two
buddies from atop 1 World Trade Center is a legendarily skilled ironworker who
helped build that very same tower.

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/08/13/the-debate-on-jew-washing-beyond-the-ideology.html

7/18

3/27/2014

The Debate on Jew-washing—Beyond the Ideology - The Daily Beast


In fact, 32-year-old James Brady was one of the ironworkers who set in place
the beam on the 104th floor that had been signed by President Obama and the
First Lady.
Brady is particularly known for his climbing ability and he was also on the team
that completed the spire atop the building, making it the tallest building in the
city.
He did that without a parachute, making the task even more daring than when
he and his buddies slipped up to the top of the tower on the early morning of
September 30 last year.
Anybody should be able to understand how epically and irresistibly poetic it
must have felt for an uncommonly talented ironworker from a family of
ironworkers to jump from an historic tower he help build.
Brady waited for one of his buddies to jump so as to film it. He himself then
followed, the camera attached to his helmet recording the descent through the
pre-dawn darkness.
In our look-at-me era, Brady and his buddies were those rare souls who were
doing something remarkable but hoping to get no attention at all. They were
doing it just for the sake of doing it. And the minute they landed their only
intention was to pack their parachutes and get away without being caught or
anybody finding out where they were.
And they might have gotten away with it had a security guard at the Goldman
Sachs building across from the World Trade Center not seen one of them
hurriedly packing up something out front on West Street.
The guard called 911 to report what a police official would later describe as
“something suspicious.” Police responded and a check of the Goldman Sachs
surveillance cameras showed three parachutists alighting on the pavement.
What the camera did not show was where the jump had begun. They
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/08/13/the-debate-on-jew-washing-beyond-the-ideology.html
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conceivably could have leapt from a number of tall buildings and then drifted
over to where they landed.
“You couldn’t tell where they came

“The only thing
that paints
them in a
negative light
is that in the
post 9/11 world
everybody
looks at them
as potential
terrorism.”

from,” a police official reports.
Had this been in some other part of the
city, the police might have just stopped
there. But this was across from the
Freedom Tower at the World Trade
Center, considered to be the top
terrorist target in the world. Anything
that might involve its security had to be
considered important.
Detectives checked out cameras in the
surrounding area and saw that a car
had been circling, slowing down at
times, pulling over, then moving, then
pulling over again just within view, a
figure in dark clothes getting out.

But the images were too dim and indistinct to make out a face or a license plate
number. The detectives were only able to establish the car’s make and model.
The detectives expanded the search, checking cameras in a widening area along
with license plate readers at bridges and tunnels for cars of that description.
They narrowed the possibilities to a small list and began background checks on
the owners.
One of the cars proved to be registered to a well known family of ironworkers.
The detectives determined that one of them, James Brady, had worked on the
tower. A records check showed that he had been arrested along with three
other people in December of 2012 for attempting to jump off a 33-storey tower
in Co-Op City in the Bronx.
The next step was to subpoena Brady’s cell phone records. Police say they show
that he was in the vicinity of the World Trade Center at the time of the jump.
A check of Brady’s calls in that time frame led detectives to 33-year-old
Andrew Rossig, who had been arrested with him in the Bronx. Two other
persons of interest, 27-year-old Marco Markovich and 29-year-old Kyle
Hartwell, had not been among the earlier four, but detectives were convinced
that they had been there for the World Trade Center jump.
In January, detectives executed search warrants on the homes of the four
suspects. They discovered helmet camera footage that established the jump
had indeed been from the top of 1 World Trade Center.
Police say that the final pieces of the puzzle were put together in the second
week of March. The four had all retained lawyers and detectives proposed
allowing the suspects to surrender on Thursday.
The detectives then heard that at least one of the lawyers planned to hold a
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/08/13/the-debate-on-jew-washing-beyond-the-ideology.html

9/18

3/27/2014

The Debate on Jew-washing—Beyond the Ideology - The Daily Beast

press conference beforehand. There were rumblings that the lawyer was going
to contend that the police were only acting out of embarrassment over the
teenager who eluded security and made it to the top of the Freedom Tower last
week. A detective is said to have called the lawyer and suggested that if he
wanted it make it a spectacle his squad could make it all the more of one.
The four surrendered to the First Precinct on Monday and were “perp walked”
before the news cameras. Brady was among them, the skilled hands that had
put in place the last piece of the Freedom Tower now cuffed behind him.
They were arraigned in Manhattan criminal court on charges of burglary,
reckless endangerment and jumping from a structure. Kyle was said to have
served only as a lookout while the others jumped.
“Utter recklessness,” Judge Neil Ross said of the jump.
All four pleaded not guilty and were freed on $3,500 bail. Police Commissioner
William Bratton made clear his feelings regarding their actions.
“These men violated the law and placed themselves, as well as others, in
danger,” Bratton said. “These arrests should send a message to anyone thinking
about misusing a landmark this way.”
However you felt about it, you had to admire the skill and resourcefulness of
the detectives. At the same time, one cop recalled tightrope walker Philippe
Petit, who became a kind of hero after walking the highest of high wires
between the twin towers in 1974.
“That became part of the folklore of the World Trade Center,” the cop noted.
Now that the towers have been toppled and the single spire has risen in their
place there can be no more tightrope walks. But the cop figures that Brady and
his friends could be viewed as Petit’s successors.
“The modern day version,” the cop said. “The only thing that paints them in a
negative light is that in the post 9/11 world everybody looks at them as
potential terrorism.”
If there was poetry in Petit’s walk, there is all the more in Brady’s jump. He is
already widely considered to be one of the very best ironworkers. He is now
sure to become a folk hero among his brethren on high steel. He is the one who
parachuted off a tower that he helped to build, the daredevil who had
previously faced the on-the-job dangers that all of his trade routinely face to
little public notice.
And, lest anybody doubt that he and his parachute buddies do not have their
hearts in the right place, they have announced that any profits that come from
the helmet-cam video presently on YouTube will go the families of those who
died on 9/11.
For the very reason that the jump was at Ground Zero, the police had to take it
as a possible security threat. And, there was a possibility—however slight at 3
a.m.—that somebody below could have gotten hurt in a place where nobody
should ever get hurt again. There is a kind of wanted poster with Brady’s
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/08/13/the-debate-on-jew-washing-beyond-the-ideology.html
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picture that has gone up by the entrance to the Freedom Tower saying he
should never be allowed on the property again.
Maybe there should be an amendment to the jumping off a structure law, a
kind of ironworker exception; one of them who helped build it should be able to
arrange for parachuting off it in a way that endangers nobody else.
As for the Freedom Tower, Brady has already taken care of it and nobody
should ever try that jump again.
Meanwhile, we have the video that the whole world is watching.
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 Seriously Gwyneth? WTF is

Tim
Te e man

‘conscious uncoupling’?

Gwyneth Paltrow and Chris Martin have announced their intention to
‘consciously uncouple’—whatever that means. But could something quite
sensible lie behind this hokey-sounding separation cleanse?
For Gwyneth Paltrow and Chris Martin, there will be no clothes thrown out of
windows, car tires slashed, and screaming confrontations on the street. No,
unsurprisingly for this queen of all things holistic—who once heard rocks talking
to her—even the breakdown of her marriage must come, as they say, from a
good place. As revealed in a break-up statement on her website Goop, she and
Martin have decided to “consciously uncouple.”
Consider yourself in good company if you think this sounds like one of those
hippy-dippy expressions new-agers say in the heat of the Los Angeles sun, and
in response everyone around them just nods politely while thinking, “Yeah,
good luck with whatever that is.”
But “conscious uncoupling” is not, as it may sound, an act of suddenly
terminated sexual congress, rather it’s an actual model of breaking up that
proposes it can be a healthy and self-empowering thing to do; that instead of
howling at the moon or pulling the blankets over your head, or bursting into
tears when the guy at the deli wishes you a good evening, that breaking up—big
smile, everyone, you’re not breaking up, you’re re-forming—‘can be zesty and
self-improving.
Paltrow cites the work of Dr. Habib Sadeghi and Dr. Sherry Sami who claim we
are divorcing more because we are living longer, and the notion of living longer
with just one person is impractical. After a “honeymoon” period of projecting
positive things onto our partners, we begin projecting negative things onto
them instead. The “armor” that we assume to protect ourselves, they say,
becomes a prison.
(Disclosure: This is where things become all about insects, and very
metaphorical.)
The doctors argue that insects have an exoskeleton, which is bad because once
you step on something small with an exoskeleton it’s dead. However,
vertebrates, like us, have endoskeletons—our skeletons are inside us—and this
is good because it means somehow we are flexible, physically and emotionally
(which is a bit mean to the very open-hearted caterpillars I have known).
Inevitably, any anger and resentment we feel is contained within some kind of
metaphorical exoskeleton.
In this case, “conscious uncoupling” does not mean the very literal act of saying
to someone: “Get out of this house. I never want to see you again. Anything we
have to say to each other will be said through lawyers.” It means being more
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/08/13/the-debate-on-jew-washing-beyond-the-ideology.html
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civilized, and treating breaking up as an opportunity for personal growth. Don’t
get mad, don’t get even, get zen.
“Conscious uncoupling,” Paltrow and Martin quote the doctors under the
announcement of their separation, springs from the idea that instead of
thinking of marriage in terms of a “lifetime investment,” we should think of it as
“daily renewal.” Our partners are our teachers, helping us “evolve our internal,
spiritual support structure.” And so, when that relationship comes to an end,
instead of wailing like a banshee and turning to gin, and playing Billie Holiday at
50 decibels, you “have the ability to understand that every irritation and
argument was a signal to look inside ourselves and identify a negative internal
object that needed healing.”
The doctors say that when a relationship breaks down, it’s not the current
situation that needs healing, but "an older, emotional injury.” So, are we just
meant to forget the affair or the obsession with work? What about the crass
insensitivity or the lying or the fact that the sound of your partner’s voice feels
like nails on a chalkboard?
We must construct “internal cathedrals” with an endoskeletal frame for all that
flexibility “with spiritual trace elements like self-love, self-acceptance, and selfforgiveness,” say the doctors. Imagine that: Rather than muttering “bastard!”
after every swig of Pinot Grigio with a nodding friend, or the idea of sharing a
room with your ex that induces a migraine. Instead, done properly, “conscious
uncoupling” can ensure families are not broken by divorce.
These doctors make “conscious
uncoupling” sound so groovy that

“If I send a client
on a date, I tell
them that even
one vaguely
sarcastic
comment about
their ex-partner
can sound bad. No
one wants a
partner with a
chip on their
shoulder.”

actually being together begins to seem a
little dowdy and dull.
There are even courses and seminars
for those wanting to practice the
method. On her website, Katherine
Woodward Thomas is all about key
numbers: “A 5-Week Program To
Release The Trauma of a Breakup,
Reclaim Your Power and Reinvent Your
Life,” and “How To Avoid The 3
Breakup Mistakes That Cause
Suffering, Steal Joy, & Prevent Future
Love.”
At least Woodward Thomas, who

oversees an “Art of Conscious Completion” online seminar doesn’t immediately
start battering you with platitudinous feathers about relationship breakdown.
Unavailable for comment, she writes that she understands that when a friend
tells you you’ll get over it, “it makes you want to break something. Or break
down crying.” Most of us take five years to recover from breakups, she says,
and the trauma stains our personal and professional lives. Woodward Thomas’s
program, among many other things, helps us “to release blame and shame in
order to reclaim your power.”
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/08/13/the-debate-on-jew-washing-beyond-the-ideology.html
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Again, there is no mention of the more familiar post-break-up bitching sessions
over endless margaritas, slur-singing “How am I Supposed To Live Without
You?” in an unfamiliar bar’s karaoke, or crying inconsolably in front of Steel
Magnolias. You break up, you grow up.
Amy Laurent, the relationship expert and professional matchmaker, says we
shouldn’t dismiss “conscious uncoupling” just because of its hokey-sounding
name. “I know it sounds cheesy. It’s a real concept, a real thing, and I’m glad
Gwyneth is making more people aware of it.”
Laurent, author of 8 Weeks To Everlasting: A Step-By-Step Guide To Getting
(and Keeping!) The Guy You Want, says the approach is especially useful when
children are involved, as is the case with Paltrow and Martin. “You’re involved
with this person for the rest of your life as a co-parent. If a child sees parents
arguing when they grow up they can emulate it. ‘Conscious uncoupling’ is
healthier for you and healthier for your future.”
Even without children, “conscious uncoupling” makes sense for the newly
single, says Laurent. “If I send a client on a date, I tell them that even one
vaguely sarcastic comment about their ex-partner can sound bad. No-one
wants a partner with a chip on their shoulder.”
This all sounds great, but what about the anger and bitterness one might feel
after the end of a relationship. Isn’t it OK to be angry? Natural? More natural
than all this shiny, happy affirmation stuff? “Yes, it’s a normal emotion to be
angry, but it’s positive to evaluate yourself and your relationship and not assign
blame,” says Laurent.
And so, even as we roll your eyes over the notion of “conscious uncoupling”;
even as we feel like crap and rail to our friends, we might have to accept that
the much-mocked movie star who hears rocks talking to her might actually be
onto something.
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TECH + HEALTH 03.27.14

Why Tracking Hookups and Orgasms
 Like Footsteps and Calories May Not
Provide You with Personal Insight

Emily S hire

A new sex tracking app, Nipple, made waves with its controversial ad at
South by Southwest, but will it really teach us anything new or useful?
Scissoring for less than five minutes without orgasm with “Hunky,” a nonbinary gendered Indian person from Cyprus, while using Nutella, earned me
110 points. At least according to the sex-tracking app, Nipple, it did. Titillated?
Shocked? Confused? You're not the only one.
In the age of the Quantified Self Movement where it’s taken for granted that
we track our locations, exercise routines, and diets, Nipple has entered the app
scene to monitor our sexual exploits. “People can track every single aspect of
their lives,” says Nipple’s founder, Matteo Sarzana, in an interview with The
Daily Beast. “People should see their sexual life as one of the activities they do
as part of their normal lives.”
Nipple launched earlier this month at Austin's South by Southwest in a manner
that could be described as unceremonious at best, and offensive at worst. The
initial responses to Nipple didn't seem to be so much about the app itself, as
much as its terrible grammar. Reading “Oral sex it's made by 3,5 billion people”
on Nipple’s homepage may cock-block users from taking the app seriously.
Nipple also earned notoriety for its giant poster of a beer bottle about to
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penetrate a vagina, with the text “Free beers will increase your chances to have
sex, but won't help you remember it!” Unsurprisingly, American feminists
didn't smile upon the creepy non-consensual undertones and the jokey tone in
regards to getting girls drunk to coerce them into sex against their will. “I
would call that a cultural mistake,” Sarzana says. “If you want to put the blame
on us, fine. We need to learn the nuances of every country.”
Nipple also posted the rather regressive question “Did gender equality go to
far?” on its Facebook page with a picture of a bored-looking woman sitting on a
toilet and a blissfully ignorant man shaving his legs in a tub, implying that
challenging traditional gender norms and conceptions of femininity leaves
women unhappy. To say that Nipple appears to misunderstand women and
their sexual desires is an understatement.
But Sarzana is open to changes. He says user feedback has helped him to
expand Nipple's sexual and gender descriptions to better accommodate a more
diverse range of acts and peoples. For example, in addition to describing a
hookup partner as a woman, man, or transgendered, you can now add “nonbinary” for people who do not identify as either male or female. A lesbian
suggested Sarzana add scissoring and a gay man suggested he add rimming,
both of which are now among the plethora of sexual positions available to check
off.

“Sex may be a
basic life function,
but perhaps it
cannot be tracked
in the same way
our exercise,
eating, and
sleeping patterns
can – or at least it
shouldn’t be.”

But as my initial fake (very fake)
example with “Hunky” demonstrates,
Nipple may aim to be Foursquare for
blowjobs, but there is such an overload
of information to submit that it
manages to make sex as exciting as
penciling in a questionnaire at the DMV.
Even if you manage to avoid technical
difficulties in the bedroom, they're
impossible to evade on Nipple. When
you want to enter a sexual experience,
you're presented with an array of
options. Your experience must be
categorized as sex, oral sex,
masturbation, kissing, or “petting”—a
term that hasn't been active in the
sexual lexicon since the Eisenhower
Administration.
Even more frustrating, users have no
choice but to enter a race for the person
you hooked up with. If Nipple is going
to mandate that, it should offer more

options than black, white, Latino, Asian, and Indian. What if you hook up with
Manti Te’o? Derek Jeter? The cast of Shahs of Sunset?
Moreover, not every section applies to a sexual experience. Even when you've
just entered your activity as kissing, you have to answer whether you used no
protection or condom, pill, or coil before it can be submitted into your Nipple
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record. If you choose oral sex, you're still given the option to check off
traditional missionary as your position, which does not really apply. But
creating these sexual Mad Libs doesn’t lend itself well to genuine data
collection. User have extra incentive to select racier accessories and include
more outlandish details because Nipple awards you points based on how
exciting or outrageous your sex act is.
Personally, I had a lot of fun playing around with different scenarios and
discovering I would earn more Nipple points for masturbating on a motorcycle
using handcuffs, rope, and a mask than oral sex with a transgendered person in
the comfort of my own home using latex. It suffices to say that the temptation
to just mess around and enter ridiculous scenarios is incredibly high, though
Sarzana believes users will be deterred because “if you keep adding fake
experiences, the data won't be accurate to you.”
However, that operates from the presumption that people believe they can gain
genuine personal insight from tracking the race of a sex partner, the accessories
used, or the location of the act. Sex may be a basic life function, but perhaps it
cannot be tracked in the same way exercise, eating, and sleeping patterns can –
or at least it shouldn’t be.
Sarzana says it was important to him that Nipple includes a way for people to
not only enter data, but to evaluate and reflect on the experience. “The very
last question is about your personal point of view,” says Sarzana. Nipple users
are given six options to rate the sexual experience: top, amazing, good, normal,
bad, and fail.
But, do these choices, let alone any single-word descriptions come close to
accurately conveying a sexual or romantic encounter? Sex can stir up any
variety of emotions, and conflicting ones at that. To steal from Facebook, it's
complicated: if we're being honest with ourselves, sex can never be described in
just one word. That's in part because so many factors go into creating a positive
or negative sexual experience. Sarzana says he includes the personal evaluation
question because “You may have had sex with the most beautiful guy ever, but
if you haven't had an orgasm then it's terrible.” But is it, necessarily? Valuing
sex by only sheer physical pleasure is also an incredible narrow way to boil
down a sexual experience.
One last but highly problematic aspect of Nipple: users can choose to go public
with their profiles and, in fact, are implicitly encouraged to do so because those
with the most Nipple points are posted on the homepage. Though Sarzana
claims Nipple “better helps you understand what your sexual life is about,”
when an app encourages sexual rewards and competition among users, the
potential for genuine personal insight is completely decreased, if not fully
diminished.
Despite the laundry list of technical issues with Nipple and the fact that it has
just 2,000 users at the moment, the biggest problem is conceptual. Even the
best, most racially diverse, and grammatically correct app will not manage to
account for the intangible, indescribable factors that make sexual and romantic
experiences enjoyable. It’s not Nipple’s fault, but maybe certain things can't be
quantified, or at least not in a way that's of personal value.
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