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Section 1: INTRODUCTION
In 2015, the Board of the Blaine-Birch Bay Park and Recreation District 2 (BBBPRD2),
formerly known as the Northwest Park and Recreation District 2, embarked on a process
to update the 2009 comprehensive master plan for parks and recreation within the District
boundaries. This process began with a series of community meetings conducted by the
Board to elicit community in-put and suggestions about parks and recreation (see
Community Survey Results in the attachments section for further details, pages 11 - 16).
In addition, the master planning effort took on added importance as a result of the
passage of the District’s four-year levy in November of 2013.
In 2007, The Board selected a process that was highly motivated citizen involvement
driven to achieve a master plan that would reflect, as much as possible, the desires of
district patrons. A citizen steering committee was appointed by the Board to work with the
consultants in recruiting and encouraging citizens from all sections of the District to
participate in the visioning and priority setting portion of the process.
In preparation for an updated Master Plan, community meetings were conducted in 2014
and 2015, the District prepared a draft master plan report, then reviewed that document
with the Board. From the suggestions and input, the draft master plan was developed to
represent the desired future for parks and recreation within the District. The process
utilized a modified strategic planning effort, one in which knowing the vision and desires
of the citizens drives the final master plan document in a true effort to make the
BBBPRD2 reflect the vision and desires of its patrons and citizens.
This report takes into consideration master planning work prepared by both Whatcom
County and the City of Blaine and is to be viewed as a complement to existing plans
while offering specific goals and objectives within BBBPRD2 boundaries. During the
process, the draft document was reviewed with both Whatcom County Parks and
Recreation and the City of Blaine to ensure proper coordination and linkage. Making
sure that parks and trails link together and are carefully sited is very important in today’s
time of limited resources but high expectations from the community.
Once reviewed by the community members and adopted by the Board of the District, this
master plan will be filed with the State of Washington. This filing will make the District
eligible for State grants and support for parks and recreation. This Master Plan document
will be reviewed annually by the Board of Commissioners and updated as needed to
ensure maximum responsiveness to community need.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS
Active Recreation: Leisure time activities, often of a more formal nature
and performed with others, usually requiring equipment and taking place at
specific places, sites or fields.
Capital Improvement Project (CIP): Physical improvements involving
land acquisition, site and facility development ordinarily exceeding $5,000
and having a useful life of 3-5 years or more.
Critical Areas: Ecosystems including wetlands, areas with a critical
recharging effect on aquifers used for potable water, fish and wildlife habitat
conservation areas, frequently flooded areas, and geologically hazardous
areas.
District Boundaries: The Blaine-Birch Bay Park and Recreation District 2
boundaries are defined as the Blaine School District minus Point Roberts.
Greenways: A corridor of undeveloped land, typically along a river or
between urban centers that is reserved for recreational use or environmental
preservation.
Level of Service (LOS): LOS standards measure the amount and/or quality
of public facilities that must be provided to meet a community’s basic needs
and expectations.
Multi-Modal: Transportation corridor that combines vehicular, nonmotorized, and pedestrian modes of travel.
Open Space: Areas of land or water essentially unimproved and reserved
for public or private use or enjoyment, or for the use and enjoyment of
owners and occupants of land adjoining or neighboring such open space.
Passive Recreation: Generally the less intensive range of outdoor activities
(hiking, bird-watching, picnicking) compatible with preserving natural
resources such as wildlife habitat and floodplain protection.
Recreation Facility: A place designated and equipped for the conduct of
sports, leisure time activities and other recreational pursuits.
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Section 2: PARKS AND RECREATION DISTRICT VISION
We are a community that places a high value on a quality parks and recreation programs
and services. The District organizes instructors and citizens who work with the
community to plan and conduct programs for citizens of all ages. Park and recreation
facilities, trails and water use areas have been developed and are heavily used by local
citizens as well as visitors.
A new District trail system has numerous connections and overlap with county and city
jurisdictions and other organizations. The parks, recreation and trails system has been
integrated with the plans of Whatcom County, the City of Blaine, and the Whatcom
Council of Governments. This coordination has provided a careful methodology to help
meet the needs of the citizens while effectively utilizing limited resources and avoiding
duplication.
The community has supported the development of new and priority park areas and
facilities with new funding through bond issues, grants, levy, donations, and joint
funding. The District, in collaboration with Whatcom County, the Blaine School District,
City of Blaine, and the Blaine and Birch Bay communities work very closely on both
programs and facilities to meet growing and ever changing community needs while
conserving on costs and operating expenses.
The District currently has comprehensive activities, programs and events. They have
created a healthier lifestyle for the community’s citizens. Expanding existing programs
is a main component of the District vision.
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Blaine-Birch Bay Park and Recreation District 2
Park Area Requirement & Program Overview
Park Service Area
Recommendation
per 1,000
Population
Neighborhood
1.0 acre
Community
5.2 acres
Regional/Facility 7.0 acres
Trail
.5 acres
Park Category

Park Category
Neighborhood

Community

Regional/Facility

Trail

1

Potential
Allocation for
City of Blaine
Community1
4.7 acre
8.07 acres
7.97 acres
2.35 acres

Potential
Allocation for
Birch Bay
Community2
8.1 acres
4.1 acres
36.5 acres
4.05 acres

Total District
Allocation
12.8 acres
12.17 acres
44.47 acres
6.4 acres

Definition

Range in size from one to five usable acres, and are designed to be located within
¼ mile radius of the neighborhoods they serve. They are connected to the trail
system and contain children’s play area with appropriate play structures, are well
maintained, have formalized pathways, picnic benches, shade trees and sitting
benches. Neighborhood park needs may also be met by sections of school or other
parks by design.
Offer a wide range of facilities suitable for many activities. Range in size from five
to twenty acres. Each park offers a picnic area, sitting areas, shaded children’s play
equipment, covered picnic shelter and formal ball fields for softball, baseball,
soccer, football and other games. These parks are located within a one mile radius
of the neighborhoods they serve, and connect to the trail system. Branch libraries,
swimming pools, skate parks and community centers may also be located in this
category of park.
Provide for major activities and events, and are typically designed to complement
the economic viability of the region or community by providing for large-draw
activities with economic spin-off. They may include wetlands and wildlife habitat
and /or provide for major sports facilities, museums, community centers and
pools.
Are the major connectors between the community and the park system? They are
interconnected within the community and serve as the walking or biking link
between shopping areas, schools and other parks. They provide alternative
transportation modes. Wildlife viewing stations, physical fitness stations,
picnicking and other activities can be accommodated. They may also serve as
buffers between various land uses. Developers will provide a majority of the trail
system.

Based on 2010 Blaine population estimate of 4779 people Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-

Year Estimates FPL = Federal Poverty Level
2

Based on 2010 Birch Bay population estimate of 8,054 people Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 American Community Survey

5-Year Estimates FPL = Federal Poverty Level
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Section 3: MASTER PLAN GOALS & OBJECTIVES
The Blaine-Birch Bay Park and Recreation District 2 Master Plan has been designed to
both develop and implement the following objectives:
1. Deliver the desired community park and recreation services and facilities as
determined by the citizens of the District.
2. Develop a six-year park Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and funding
mechanisms coordinated with and through both the City of Blaine and Whatcom
County through the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) process.
3. Provide for annual review of the Master Plan by the District’s Board of
Directors during the November-December budget process and adjust CIP
priorities in a timely fashion.
4. Provide a step-by-step Road Map that leads to success and full achievement of
District goals and objectives.
5. Link the District plan with those of the City of Blaine, Whatcom County, Birch
Bay Community Plan and others.
6. Develop and propose park, recreation and trail standards for construction.
7. To provide organizational options for Commissioner consideration.
8. Develop a long-term vision for the park, recreation and trails system.
9. To provide a Master Plan for certification by the State of Washington.
10. Develop a recreation program that serves all areas of the District and builds a
sense of community.
11. Develop a Master Plan that provides for extensive innovation and community
implementation over time.
12. Continue the Level of Service (LOS) established by the National Parks and
Recreation Association.
13. Lay the groundwork for a comprehensive maintenance program in
cooperation with other local agencies and jurisdictions.
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Section 4: MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT APPROACH
The process used to update the Master Plan for the Blaine-Birch Bay Park and Recreation
District 2 was based on citizen engagement and identification of community needs and
desires. Three community meetings were held in 2015 in addition to four meetings in
2014 conducted by the Board prior to the Master Planning update process. Citizens were
encouraged to think big and to help design the future vision of the District. The list of
projects and programs desired in the Park District were categorized.
BBBPRD2 filed a draft discussion master plan document with the Board and made
appropriate changes to the Plan based on that meeting. At the seventh community
meeting the results of the previous six meetings were reviewed and additional comments
and suggestions were received.
The Master Plan document was discussed in a final community meeting and then adopted
by the Commissioners with suggested and approved changes.
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Section 5: CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT
The Board of the District began prior to the Master Plan Update process by
conducting four community meetings to receive citizen in-put regarding community
desires and wishes. During the Master Plan Update Process, three additional
community meetings were held, in different sections of the District, to receive
citizen comments and suggestions regarding parks and recreation.
A representative cross section of citizens attended and participated in the
community meetings to provide their input in developing the Master Plan.
Attendees included a cross section of the community.
As a result of the community meetings and based on the input from community
members the following facts are determined:
1. There is a very strong interest in enhancing the parks, recreation and
trails within the boundary of the District.
2. The community desires to make sure that District plans are fully
coordinated with plans of the City of Blaine and Whatcom County.
3. There is strong interest in the development of funding mechanisms in order
to develop new facilities and recreational opportunities.
The Washington State Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recreation considered
issues and opportunities related to outdoor recreation in a document entitled,
OUTDOOR RECREATION IN WASHINGTON, THE 2013 STATE
COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN in which results from a
2012 survey of 3,114 state residents, 18 years of age and older, established projected
statewide participation in a variety of recreation activities. The table below identifies
the Recreation Activities by Participation in Washington State, 2012:

ACTIVITY

Bicycling
Gardening
Walking
Jogging / Running
Aerobics or fitness activities
Picnicking
Hiking
Playground Use
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TYPE or LOCATION
On Roads / Streets
Backyard
On Sidewalks
Streets
No Weights
Undesignated
Trails
Park Facility

% of PARTICIPANTS
26.6 %
55.5 %
38.7 %
23.2%
37.8%
80.9%
53.9%
30.0%

COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS
The process used by the Board was highly citizen engagement oriented and the plan
reflects the strong feelings and desires of local citizens. Citizens were asked to “Think
Big” and the brainstorming sessions produced a wide variety of needs and desires for the
Park District. The following is a summary of information taken from seven community
meetings held in which citizens were asked to indicate priorities for services and
amenities that would be of benefit to the District. The format involved creating a master
list of items and then asking citizens to decide which were of greatest importance. After
this selection process, groups were formed to set priorities under selected headings. The
items were then used to create a list of short-term and long-term District priorities and
recommendations.

Results from the Community Meetings:
2014 Community Meetings:
Community Meeting - Birch Bay Bible Community Church 5/19/2014
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Proposal to WSDOT
o Blaine Road
Research our original bike/pedestrian path-easements
Work with City of Blaine
Bridge over Dakota Creek
o Safe way to cross
Connection between Sunset Farm and Birch Bay Drive
o Make Sunset Farm Park more active park
o Use Sunset Farm Park more
Sports field- Bay Horizon Park
Boat Launch by Shintaffer Road- Redo existing “old launch”
Kayak launches at Blaine Marina similar to Friday Harbor
Beach Front Park with bathrooms and parking
o Possible partnerships with BBBPRD2, “Friends” of Birch
Bay, Birch Bay Chamber of Commerce, Whatcom County
Partnering with Blaine Pavilion
Bike Rodeo and Safety
o Blaine Road
o Border Patrol
o Certification to teach bike safety
 Contact Mary Anderson
Archery
Frisbee Golf
Jump Rope
Zombies in the Park- Spokane?
o Camp Horizon staff
Boat safety for adults
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Community Meeting - Blaine Library 5/29/2014
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Bike Lanes - Blaine City
o Safer bike lanes
o Blaine Road- Dangerous!
o Connecting Blaine/Birch Bay for safe bicycling
o Stop lines- encroaching cross walk- WSDOT specs for stop lines
o Bike to school safely
 Grant
o Raised bike trails
Master plans-Connectivity
o Blaine-BBBPRD2-Whatcom
Need letters, emails, petitions- give to officials- A voice
Work as a community
Cain Creek-potential trail
o Blaine plan for park
Sealink
o Old Golf Course Loop
o Old trail for cars
 Homeowners assn./ Developer
Pipeline Road Fields
Boblett St: safe access to cross Truck Route (SR 543)
Enhancement to Boblett

Recreational Programs
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Family Free” events, activities, recreate “big
structures”
Transportation issue more in Blaine area
Boys and Girls Club at Bay Horizon Park
Pavilion Building
o Blaine Community Facility
Plover Park- Train Station
Sailing program

Sports Fields at Bay Horizon Park
•
•
•
•

Swim Pools
o Great for seniors as well
Beach volleyball courts at Marine Park
Handicap accessible
Themed bike rides

Priority
1.

Bicycle trails
o Safe route Blaine to Birch Bay
o Safe access within city
2. Pavilion
3. Marine Park playgrounds
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Community Meeting – Blaine Library 5/31/2014
•

•
•

Trails
o Access to water
o Montfort Park
 Stairs to beach
o More funding used in Blaine
Enhancement to Marine Park
o Volleyball, trails, dog park, camp fire pit, shoreline enhancement, playground
equipment
Task Force: Blaine Road improvements
o Federal funding, city, state, committee

Community Meeting – Birch Bay Bible Community Church 6/7/2014
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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More youth Activities
More advertisement for Activity Center & Their opportunities / open time
zones
Focus on Salt water park and the activities offered
Funds = population growth
Website easier to navigate / update
Boat Launch @ north end
County Develop Sealinks Golf Course – 9 hole
Parking / Family oriented, Rec Center Info, Visitor Info
Picnic Tables
Stopping points along Birch Bay Drive
Community Meeting Place
Teen Dances
Volunteer Workforce
Ball Fields
Signage to all parks for awareness of facilities
Rental Center (Sports / Fun Equipment @ Salt Water Park
o Partnering with County
o Amphitheater & Theater Activities
o Destination area
Use High School Students to plan their age group activities
Marine Park Playground equipment
Income generating events
Pedestrian Walk / Promenade
Enhance Biking trails, bike repair shop
Walking route with distance signs
Red Hat Group
HS business class / letter writing
Improved road between Blaine & Birch Bay for safer bicycling / WSDOT
Equestrian trail to beach

Results from the Community Meetings:
2015 Community Meetings:
Community Meeting – Blaine Senior Center 5/7/2015

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

It was asked how connected we are with Social Media? Some suggestions to connect
with the Teens is
Facebook
Pinterest
SnapChat
Twitter
Instagram
And the use of Hashtags.
Talk to Mike Stevens, Blaine High School, SWAP program which offers students for
Volunteers at events
It was suggested we contact the school and have our events be announced on the morning
high school announcements. Also, use of the Borderline News at the High School.
Suggested Events or Activities from the attendees:
Movies at Amphitheater in Marine Park, check out movie nights at Fairhaven to model
after
Street Fairs or small events to fill in around the City’s major events (such as 4th of July,
Drayton Harbor Days)
Planned bike rides, walks, hikes, runs
Planned walks with bird watching
Cook offs
Kids Fishing Derby at the city’s reservoir
Night time games for kids, such as Flash Light Tag, Hide and Seek, etc
Kayak Launch at Blaine Marine Park.
Orienteering, Navigation Courses, no GPS involved
Botanical Gardens, pathways
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Community Meeting – Birch Bay Community Bible Church 5/19/2015
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Snowshoeing
Trails
Walking, Hiking
Cross Country Skiing
Bike Trails
Infant / Toddler Play Equipment (Swings, slides)
Dog Park –
o Bay Horizon Park
o BP
o Sunset Farms
o Questionnaire – Dog Grooming / Retail Locations on interest of Dog Park
Childcare at exercise programs
Kayak Launch Float – Drayton Harbor
Beach Volleyball
Outdoor Beach Shower for washing feet, etc.

Additional Requests either emailed or in person:
•
•
•
•

Finish sidewalk on Peace Portal Drive that ends in front of Lizzie’s Café. Run to Bell
Road
Access to beach/shore from Montfort Park (Stairs, switchback trail)
Art Center in downtown (classes, workshops, showcase gallery)
Sound Barriers for Gym

Community Meeting - Birch Bay Activity Center 9/30/2015
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Satellite Parking Lot
Sunset Farms – Dog Park
Skallman Dog Park – water for Dog Park
Outdoor Pickleball Court – Camp Horizon Basketball
Court
Pavilion Building – Blaine – Potential Pickleball Courts
Trail for Activity Center to Bay Crest
Playground swings, water misters
Birch Bay Park – Building for Library, Learning Center
Field next to Park to develop for sporting field
Skateboard Park
Activity Center Sign at end of Gemini Street
Main Trail Connectivity – Bay to Bay International Trail
Birch Bay Beach Park Development
Outdoor Lighting Activity Center
Work party to paint walls of gym
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Recommendations UPDATE AFTER MEETINGS
Based on the community meetings, the previously held community meetings conducted
by the Commissioners, and other data received from citizens and special interests, the
following recommendations are made for projects that should be undertaken.
1) A non-motorized trail that will connect the communities of Blaine and Birch Bay,
starting from Peace Arch Park and continue to Birch Bay State Park.
2) Assist in development of Beach Park along Birch Bay Drive on the
property purchased by Whatcom County Parks and Recreation.
3) Dog Parks
a. Improvements to current
b. Development of new park in Birch Bay
4) Signage for Parks, Facilities and Trails
5) Outdoor Multi-Purpose Courts & Fields at Bay Horizon Park
6) Enhancement to existing City of Blaine Parks and Trails
7) Beach, Kayak and Boat Launch Access
8) Sunset Farms
a. Parking Lot
b. Path to Connect Sunset Farms to Birch Bay Drive
c. Off-leash Dog Park
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District Projects Accomplished since 2009 Master Plan
Bay Horizon Park – Whatcom County Park
Gym restoration – new Activity Center development $153,000
*Birch Bay Activity Center – Available for Community to Rent
*Installation of Volleyball Court & Equipment
Established Job Descriptions and hiring of one full time Program Manager and
two part-time Activity Coordinators
Created internal policies and procedures manuals.
*Playground Installation
*City of Blaine - Inter-local Agreements & Partnerships
Hughes Bayview Park - enhancement
Peace Portal Community Trail
Marine Park - birding shelters, new and repair
Dakota Creek - kayak launch
Salishan Park – seasonal restroom facilities
Marine Park Playground and Equipment
Blaine Pavilion Project
Trails – Purchase property easements for trails between Lincoln Road and
Drayton Harbor Road.
Community Projects
Blaine Senior Center - exercise equipment
Drayton Harbor Maritime - Sailing School & Sailboat Restoration
Blaine Boys & Girls Club – “Teach Me To Golf” program Blaine
Youth Baseball – program support for the Minors & Pony League
Grateful Dogs Unleashed – support for the dog park
Blaine Primary School – drama program
Recreation Activity Programs
Adult Fitness Classes such as ZUMBA® and POUND Fitness, Line
Dancing, Ballroom Dance, Walk/Run/Hiking, Pickleball, Basketball,
Volleyball, Yoga, Kids Basic Sports and Outdoor recreation Classes,
Badminton, Karate, Tai Chi, Rentals, Swim and Boating Lessons, Art &
Drama classes, Movie Nights, Toddler Time, Kids After School, Broom
Hockey, Skateboard and Skimboard Demo’s, Kite making, Dog Parties,
Geocaching
Sponsorship of:
Birch Bay Chamber – Sandsculpture Competition, Kite Making & Flying,
Rollback Weekend, Discover Birch Bay Days and Crab Fest
Wings Over Water Birding Festival
Drayton Harbor Days – Pirate Daze
Blaine’s Holiday Harbor Light Festival
Let’s Move! Blaine Coalition
International Art & Music Festival Sponsorship of children’s musical
program Internships with WWU
*Partnerships With
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Section 6: STATEMENT OF NEED
The Blaine, Birch Bay area had been without a formal parks and recreation operation
since 1987. The Blaine-Birch Park and Recreation District 2 (Formerly Northwest Park
and Recreation District 2) has been in existence since 1979. From the time of the original
inception of the District, the area has gone through significant change and growth. New
homes, businesses and residents have come to the area over the past twenty years.
Residents with a wide range of ages and interests now live in the District. Park, recreation
and trail needs are becoming very important to the livability of the region.
With the level of growth slowing due to the current financial situation, the District has
some time to get its plans and approach ready to be able to adequately plan and
implement a comprehensive system for parks and recreation. This time is also good for
the District to work with other jurisdictions to put more partnerships in place.
Based on Levels of Service (LOS) used in the overlapping jurisdictions, there is a need
for the District to create a standard for LOS and to use those levels to help define capital
projects over time. It is necessary for the District to adopt an LOS that is consistent with
LOS already in existence in the City of Blaine, as well as in Whatcom County. As such,
the District does not need to create a LOS that would conflict or supersede existing
standards.
The National Recreation Park Association (NRPA) identifies the following LOS
standards that can serve as a starting point for the creation of local criteria:
Neighborhood Parks: 1-2 acres per 1000 population
Community Parks:
5-8 acres per 1000 population
Regional/City Parks: 5-10 acres per 1000 population
The area covered by the District now has an approximate population of 12,833 and that
figure is anticipated to increase to approximately 17,500 by the year 2022 (Berk &
Associates and Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan, 2008). The District population is
predominately rural, concentrated in the neighborhoods of Blaine, Birch Bay and
Urban Growth Areas. The need for neighborhood parks within proximity to the District
population is graphically shown on the ‘Neighborhood Park’ planning map attached at
the end of this report. Development of neighborhood parks in the Blaine-Birch Bay area
is a subject for focus in our long range planning.

Total Populaton - 12,833
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Urban Population

Rural Population

To effectively deal with these increases and the growing demand, the District will need to
create an effective partnership with the City of Blaine and Whatcom County Parks
Department. Within the Whatcom County portion of the District’s boundary, the District
will need to work with the County as well as with private developers to assist in the
development of additional facilities to meet community needs.
Continued growth and development may outpace the District’s ability to maintain the
LOS and to improve the quality of both facilities and programs. Partnering with other
jurisdictions, grants and effective use of District funds will be required to meet District
needs.
Local citizens are very concerned about providing facilities to meet expanding
recreational needs, while at the same time, preserving the natural resources and beauty of
the region. Citizens are also in favor of working with both the City and the County in the
development, funding and operation of park and recreation facilities.

The need for strategic
planning and development of
volunteer resources (both in
terms of labor as well as
donations) is critical to meet
the needs and the
requirements of the LOS.
A professional full and parttime staff to help recruit, train
and utilize volunteers while
coordinating efforts with
surrounding jurisdictions is
strongly recommended.
Birch Bay State Park

Page | 19

Section 7: FACILITY DEFINITIONS
A quality parks, recreation and trails system, one that meets both the current and future
needs of the community, is made up of a variety of facility elements that must be created
within the local jurisdiction. A proper combination of neighborhood, community and
regional parks, as well as trails and special use facilities are needed to meet total
community needs. Trails or open space connections should be provided to link all these
facilities. In some areas, trails must be located adjacent to or as a part of existing streets
and sidewalks. Facilities such as community gardens, greenway corridors, buffers and
areas left in their natural state should serve as appropriate and effective open space
connections as part of a careful master plan.
A classification of recreation areas establishes guidelines for each type of park facility
within the district boundaries. These definitions should be used and viewed as guidelines
to assist decision makers in providing the best possible services to meet community
needs. Strict implementation of these definitions is not encouraged. Rather, these
definitions should provide a general understanding to assist in decision making.
These park standards and classifications are based on standards historically proposed by
the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA). For the purposes of this Master
Plan, the population estimate used for this area is the 12,833 approximated from the
Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan.
1. Neighborhood Parks: Neighborhood parks typically range in size from one to
five usable acres, and are designed to be located within a ¼ mile radius of the
neighborhoods they serve. Neighborhood parks are connected to the trail system
and contain children’s play area with appropriate play structures, are well
maintained, have formalized pathways, picnic benches, shade trees and sitting
benches. Neighborhood park needs may also be met by sections of school or
other parks by design. The recommended level of service in this category is
1-2 acres per 1,000 population.
2. Community Parks: Community parks are larger park areas which offer a wide
range of facilities suitable for many activities. They typically range in size from
five to twenty five acres. A community park offers picnic areas, sitting areas,
children’s play equipment, covered picnic shelter and formal ball fields for
softball, baseball, soccer, football and other games. These parks are located
within a one mile radius of the neighborhoods they serve. Community parks
connect with the trail system. Branch libraries, swimming pools, skate parks and
community centers may also be located in this category of parks. The
recommended level of service in this category is 5-8 acres per 1,000
population.
3. Regional Parks and Facilities: Regional parks and facilities are those that meet
the needs of the entire community by providing for major activities and events.
This parkland classification is typically designed to complement the economic
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viability of the region or community by providing for large draw activities with
economic spin-off. Parks in this category may also include wetlands and wildlife
habitat areas. These parks may also provide for major sports facilities that can
accommodate large tournaments and activities. This category of park may also
provide space for museums, special interest buildings, community centers and
pools. The recommended level of service in this category is 5-10 acres per
1,000 population.
4. Trails: Trails are the major connectors between the community and the park
system and serve as the walking or biking link between shopping areas, schools
and other parks. They provide a variety of alternative transportation modes for
citizens to utilize. Wildlife viewing stations, physical fitness stations, picnicking
and other activities can be accommodated along the trail system. It is envisioned
that the trails may also serve as buffers between various land uses. The trail
system will be developed in such a way that requires developers to provide a
majority of the trail system. Trails are designed to provide a level of service
that is 0.5 acres per 1,000 population.
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5. Water Facilities: Water facilities are unique to this region and tie the average
citizen to the water in both passive and active ways. Marinas, water trails, boat
launches, scenic water views, and historical parks are but a few examples of
facilities in this category.
6. Equestrian Trails: Equestrian trails are designated routes on which horses are
permitted to travel. This trail type is composed of natural surfacing with some
reinforcement as needed for stability. A three-foot minimum width is
recommended except in extremely difficult terrain where width may be as narrow
as eighteen inches. Desirable tread width for two way travel is four to eight feet.
The maximum grade should not exceed 30%. If combined with a multi-use trail,
a buffer of five feet (min.) should be incorporated.
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7. Sports Complex: A Sports Complex is a heavily programmed athletic facility
and can be classified as either a regional or special use facility. The size
requirements for a sports complex are 25 acres to 80 acres.

8. Natural Resource Areas: Natural resource areas are lands set aside for the
preservation of significant natural resources, remnant landscapes, open spaces and
visual buffering. Natural resource areas are typically not developed and are left in
their natural state. These areas are extremely critical to the long-term health of the
community and provide interpretive areas that feature agricultural life, birds, plant
life and wildlife and may contain areas designed to serve as classrooms.
9. Schools: School District land complements other community open space and
allows for expanding the recreational and educational opportunities available to
the community. School land should be connected to the park and recreation
system via the trail system. School land is classified as Community Park acreage.
10. Signage: Distinct, clear and usable signs will be placed at all parks and open
spaces providing interpretive, historical, directional, and informational signs and
suggestions for park usage.
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Section 8: FACILITY INVENTORY
The chart below identifies major park facilities and their location within the District.
Detail information about each facility and smaller parklets (not listed in the chart)
follows.

Park Facility Locations
Park Facility
7 Street Community Garden
Bay Horizon Park & Activity Center
Birch Bay Community Park
Birch Bay Shoreline Properties, Tideland
Birch Bay State Park
Birch Bay State Park Boat Launch
Birch Bay Tidelands
Blaine Community Center & Pavilion
Blaine Harbor & Pier
Blaine Skateboard Park
BP Heron Center
Brickyard Park
Dakota Creek Kayak Launch
G Street Community Plaza
Halverson Park
Hughes Bayview Park
Kilmer Park
Lincoln Park (off leash dog park)
Marine Park
Montfort Park
Parklets: Clark St., Veteran’s Memorial
Parklets: H St., Cherry St., Martin St.
Peace Arch State Park
Pipeline Athletic Complex
Point Whitehorn Marine Reserve
Salishan Park
Semiahmoo Park Tideland and Trails
Skallman Park (off leash dog park)
Sunset Farm Park (Equestrian Center)
th
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Birch Bay

Blaine































Neighborhood Parks
Montfort Park (Blaine):
1.7 acres of wooded natural area and
wetlands adjacent to Drayton Harbor
shoreline. Park features include a 0.2 mile
nature trail and 1 bench.

Salishan Park (Blaine):
0.4 acres of open, grassy area. Park
features include a half-basketball court,
playground equipment, grassy play area, 2
picnic tables, benches, and 0.1 mile walking
path.

Kilmer Park (Blaine):
0.3 acres of open grassy area bounded by
trees. Park features include playground
equipment, and 1 picnic table.

Halverson Park (Birch Bay):
4.7 acres of wooded natural area with trails.
No on-site parking, but parking available at
Cottonwood Beach.
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Brickyard Park (Blaine):
Brickyard Park was donated to the City on
May 11, 2006 as part of the Brickyard
Cottages Development. The park is
approximately 4,752 square feet. There are
large and small climbing structures for
children to play on, a picnic table where
you can sit and enjoy a bite to eat, shade
trees and a bench to rest and watch the
kids play or just enjoy the scenery. Parking
is available along the street.

Hughes Bayview Park (Blaine):
Hughes Bayview offers bird-watching and
beautiful scenery in a waterfront location.
This small park has a roosting tree popular
with local Bald Eagles, and the area offers
long views over Drayton Harbor tide flats
often visited by dozens of Great Blue
Herons. The park offers an open lawn and
landscaped areas in a quiet residential area.
The site has limited parking across the
street on Bayview. The City plans to add a
bench and picnic table in the immediate
future.
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Community Parks

Marine Park (Blaine):
8.6 acres adjacent to Semiahmoo Bay. Park
features include maintained lawns, 0.4 mile
walking trails, bike route, 6 picnic tables, 2
picnic shelters, benches, trash receptacles,
drinking fountains, amphitheater with
stage, sculpture works, Pirate Ship
Playground and play area, and restrooms.
Generous views take in the Bay, the Peace
Arch, City of White Rock, Point Roberts,
Vancouver Island, and the San Juan and
Gulf Islands.
Lincoln Park (Off Leash Dog park) (Blaine):
28.0 acres of wooded hillside with a small
creek and pond. Park features include a 0.2
mile bike and walking trail, 2 picnic tables
and picnic shelter. Pleasant views of the
harbor.

Skallman Park (Off Leash Dog park) (Blaine):
2.0 acres of small woodland stand with fish
pond. Located at the southern end of the
parcel supporting the Blaine Airport and
Public Works Yard. Park features include
grassy area with 2 picnic tables.
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Regional Parks
Bay Horizon Park & Activity Center (Birch
Bay):
69.2 acres located on Alderson Road in
Birch Bay. Facilities include a commercial
kitchen, dining hall and gymnasium. Park
features include a walking trail and a
small playground. The property is
currently leased to the Camp Horizon
Foundation for a summer camp and the
Blaine-Birch Bay Park and Recreation
District which operates the Birch Bay
Activity Center.
Pipeline Athletic Complex (Blaine):
Multiple use athletic center featuring 3
grass regulation soccer fields and multipurpose area, 4 grass and fenced 250foot softball fields, and 2 grass and
fenced 90 x 350 foot baseball fields.

Birch Bay Community Park (Birch Bay):
4.1 acre park in developmental
planning stage.

Blaine Community & Senior Center /
Pavilion (Blaine)
This facility houses the Senior Center and
the Boys and Girls Club. Space is available
for rent for meetings and events. Both the
Senior Center and the Boys and Girls Clubs
offer numerous activities and programs.
In 2016 the new Pavilion addition will
open and offer a large room for
multi-purpose use.
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Specialty Parklands
Birch Bay Tidelands (Birch Bay):
Tidelands located along Birch Bay Drive
that provide 9,539,640 linear feet of
saltwater shoreline on Birch Bay.
Significant parcels include properties
located north of Cottonwood Drive,
north of the intersection of Harborview
and Birch Bay Drive, Evergreen Lane
south past Cedar Lane and north of
Alderson Road.
Birch Bay Shoreline Properties, Tideland,
and Conservancy Areas: 56.4 acres of
shoreline or near shore properties
located along Birch Bay Drive at Cedar
Avenue and Beach Way, Cottonwood
Drive, Alderson Road, Jackson Road, and
Terrell Creek. A 45 acre wildlife
conservancy area is located along Point
Whitehorn Road. Area facilities include
picnic tables and 909 linear feet of
shoreline with hand-carry boat access.
Semiahmoo Park, Tidelands
and Trails (Blaine):
17.9 acre park located on Semiahmoo
Spit between Semiahmoo Bay and
Drayton Harbor. 8,812 linear feet of
shoreline and tidelands provides access
for picnicking, beachcombing, clamming,
fishing, and hand-carry boat access.
There is also a paved 1.5 mile multipurpose trail. Facilities include several
former Alaska Packers Association
cannery buildings that have been
converted for use as an interpretive
center and museum, restrooms, storage,
and meeting rooms.
Semiahmoo Parkway Trail: A 3.0 mile
hiking and bike trail from Shintaffer
Road to Semiahmoo Spit.
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Blaine Harbor & Pier (Blaine):
Facilities include a 1.0 mile harbor
boardwalk, the Plover historic ferry
dock, Blaine Seafarers memorial, 2
public boat launch ramps, public
fishing and crabbing pier and
overlook with benches and
landscaping, transient boat
moorage, pump-out, marine
support and dry boat storage
facility, commercial boat docking
terminal, commercial marine
fisheries support and industrial
area, parking, and restrooms. The
marina has 182 commercial fishing
boat berths, 813-863 pleasure boat
slips, harbormaster office, harbor
retail and office use area, and
meeting rooms.
Birch Bay State Park and Boat
Launch (Birch Bay): 194 acres of
waterfront on Birch Bay and Terrell
Creek including 8,255 linear feet of
saltwater shoreline and 14,923
linear feet of freshwater shoreline.
Facilities include 147 standard
campsites, 20 trailer hook-up sites,
40 person primitive group camp,
dump station, and showers. Park
features include 197 picnic tables
and stoves, 3 picnic shelters, boat
launch, comfort station/bathhouse,
408 parking spaces, 8 fire rings, 7
restrooms, and 2.2 miles of hiking
trails. There is a paved boat launch
with 1 ramp and is usable with a 3+
high tide.
The BP Heron Center (Birch Bay):
The BP Heron Center is a new facility
equipped for educational programs,
retreats, parties, weddings,
fundraisers and more. The building
accommodates 137 people inside
and is available to rent year round.
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Peace Arch State Park (Blaine):
20 acre international facility
spanning the US/Canada border.
Park features include the Peace
Arch monument, grassy playing
field, 1 group kitchen shelter, 2
picnic shelters, 100 picnic tables,
benches, walking path, 2
restrooms, formal gardens and
overlooks, and 0.9 miles of trails.
During the summer the park hosts
an annual International Sculpture
Exhibition.
Point Whitehorn Marine Reserve
(Birch Bay):
54 acres of forest, bluff and beach.
Park features include a 0.75 mile
fully accessible trail to viewpoints
offering generous views of the
Strait of Georgia and San Juan
Islands. Access to a cobble beach is
provided by a switchback path that
descends from the bluff.
Interpretive signage provides
details of the forest, wildlife, and
marine ecology of the area.

Sunset Farm Park (Equestrian
Center) (Birch Bay):
A 69.5 acres of woodlands,
wetlands, and open fields located
on Blaine Road in Birch Bay. Sunset
Farm is a special purpose park
property with facilities that include
a 3,060 square foot stable, 1,180
square foot garage and shop, and a
1,600 square foot park manager
residence. Other park features
include riding trails, open riding
areas, jumps, round pen, and an
outdoor arena.
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G Street Community Plaza (Blaine):
0.2 acre Drayton Harbor overlook
and memorial. Park features
include benches and landscaping.

7th Street Community Garden
(Blaine):
8,800 sq. ft. area with several
garden plots maintained by
community residents.

Dakota Creek Kayak Launch (Blaine):
The kayak launch has a short trail
down to the Dakota Creek estuary
where kayaks can be launched
directly into the creek during high
tide, or on a mud and sand beach.
This site is best used during higher
tides due to mud flats just off shore.
The launch offers excellent access to
the estuary and southern Drayton
Harbor. Opportunities for salmon
fishing and wildlife
Blaine Skateboard Park (Blaine):
The Skateboard Park offers a large
smooth concrete pad and a variety
of steel ramps, benches and street
features. This park receives heavy
use and the City of Blaine plans to
install more equipment in the near
future.
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Parklets (typically under 1 acre in size)
H Street Parklet (Blaine):
0.1 acre Drayton Harbor & Marina
overlook. Park features include
artwork, benches, and landscaping.

Cherry Street Parklet (Blaine):
0.42 acre Drayton Harbor & Marina
overlook. Park features include
benches and landscaping.

Martin Street Parklet (Blaine):
0.15 acre Drayton Harbor & Marina
overlook. Park features include grassy
area, picnic tables, artwork, and
landscaping.

Clark Street Parklet (Blaine):
0.24 acre Drayton Harbor & Marina
overlook. Park features include grassy
area, bench, artwork, and landscaping
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Veteran’s Memorial Parklet (Blaine):
Small plaza adjacent to the Blaine Police
Department with benches and a
monument commemorating citizens of
Blaine killed in wartime.
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Section 9: FUNDING OPTIONS AND METHODS
A variety of funding sources exist for the Blaine-Birch Bay Park and Recreation District
2. This plan deals only with those funding options that stand the greatest opportunity of
being of service to the community. Generally, the District will be working to use a
variety of funding mechanisms to assist in the delivery of the Master Plan.
The current economic environment provides the possibility that the federal government
may be in a position to provide for the funding of many elements of community
infrastructure. However, it is prudent for the District to focus its efforts on the most local
of options and to do so in close working relationship with the community. A site or
project specific bond issue or levy, local donations, the formation of special interest
groups to help raise funds for facilities, etc., may best serve the District and its patrons.
Here in summary fashion are the most realistic funding options for the District to use in
carrying out this Master Plan:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Renewed or updated park District levy.
Bond issue for specific park facilities.
Volunteer efforts linked to local fundraising and donations.
Cooperation with the City of Blaine and Whatcom County for parks, recreation
and trails development funding.
Cooperative funding efforts between the District and the City of Blaine and
Whatcom County for areas to be jointly developed.
Requests to private sector companies for funding in exchange for naming
rights.
Grants from state and federal sources.
Program and activity fees to capture a portion of the cost of all programs as
outlined in the District’s fee policy.

Additional Recommendation:
Use of Inter-local Agreements: The District should enter into Inter-local agreements that
include both program and facility enhancements with the Blaine School District,
Whatcom County Parks and Recreation, the City of Blaine, State of Washington, and
other Whatcom County Agencies.
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Section 10: CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
The Capital Improvement Program (CIP) identifies the planned improvements to the
District Park and Recreation system from 2016 - 2021, a six-year CIP plan.
Following is the approved CIP for the Blaine-Birch Bay Park and Recreation District 2
(BBBPRD2)
CAPITAL IMPROVMENTS PROJECTS (Continued on next page)
AREA
Bay Horizon Park

Trail Connections

AMENTITIES
•

Develop Sports Fields

•
•
•
•

Upgrade & Maintain Gymnasium
Gymnasium
Develop
outdoor volleyball courts
Develop outdoor pickleball courts
Swings at playground(s)

•

1-mile Trail Connection Between
Lincoln Road and California Creek
Lincoln Road across California Creek 2015
on Drayton Harbor Road
From California Creek across Dakota
Creek on Blaine Road to the Blaine
City limits
2016
Sunset Farm to Birch Bay Drive
&
Wharf District Trail Plan
2017

•
•

•
•
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YEAR
2015

ESTIMATED
COSTS
$1,000,000
$35,000

$11,050
$20,000 allocated at
this time
$1,500,000

•

City of Blaine Park
Improvements

Wharf District projects supported
and started
Cain Creek Trail Project support
Skallman Dog Park improvement water access for the dogs
Montfort Park improvements promote/provide access down to
water
Outdoor volleyball courts, Lincoln
Park and/or Marine Park
Designated dog area at Marine Park,
with plenty of signage to keep them
out of the birding areas (strong
penalties and enforcement needed)
Kayak/non-motorized boat launch
at Marine Park similar to Friday
Harbor
Bike lane road map for city streets
and then completed bike lanes
striping and symbols along the
route.
Coordinate with the City of Blaine
on their park improvement
priorities

•
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

Birch Bay Community
Park

Signage

Sunset Farms

Assist Whatcom County Parks
and Recreation in Development
of a public park

•

For all district and city parks,
trails and the activity center
(perpendicular to road for easy
visibility)

•

Build a satellite parking lot for trail
to Birch Bay Drive
Begin to develop a dog park
Make a more active park

•
•

2015

$80,000
allocated at this time

The Capital Improvement Projects (C.I.P) will be reviewed annually by the Board
of Commissioners and may be adjusted as needed.
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ATTACHMENTS
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BLAINE-BIRCH BAY PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT 2
FEE POLICY FOR PARK AND RECREATION PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

Cost recovery philosophy and policy is the key component for maintaining financial
control, equitability, pricing offerings, and identifying core programs, facilities and
services for BBBPRD2. It is built upon a very logical foundation, using the
understanding of who is benefiting from the parks and recreation services of the
district to determine how that service should be paid for. The criteria for this, is to
fulfill the mission of the District.
A pricing and cost pyramid system is to be used by the district to clarify its fee policies
to the District residents. The parks and recreation services of the district are built on a
strong supporting base of core services, and enhanced with more specialized services and
programs.
The pyramid system contains five levels of services and these are from the foundation
on up:
1. COMMUNITY BENEFIT – It is the foundation the programs, services, and
facilities that benefit District residents as a whole. Examples of these services
include the existing community and parks and recreation services, the ability
for the public to visit and enjoy facilities on an informal basis, development
and distribution of marketing brochures, low income scholarship programs,
park and facility planning and design, park maintenance, and research by
others.
2. COMMUNITY /INDIVIDUAL BENEFIT- The second level represents
programs, facilities, and services that promote individual physical and mental
well-being, and provide recreation skill development. Program and services at
this level will be partially subsidized by the District (community benefit) and the
balance by the participant (individual benefit). Examples of these services could
include the ability for the public to visit facilities on an informal basis,
interpretive programs, and beginning level of instructional programs and classes,
etc.
3. INDIVIDUAL/COMMUNITY BENEFIT – The third level represents
services that promote individual physical and mental wellbeing, and provide an
intermediate level of recreational skill development. It provides more individual
benefit and less community benefit. Generally the individual fee is higher to
reflect more individual more than community benefit. Examples of these
include summer recreational day camp, sport leagues, etc. (continued on next
page)
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4. MOST INDIVIDUAL BENEFIT – The fourth level generally represents
specialized services for specific groups, and may have a competitive focus. The
programs and services are priced to cover full cost, including direct and indirect
costs. Examples of these services would include specialized programs and classes.
5. HIGHLY INDIVIDUAL BENEFIT – The fifth level of services represents
activities that have a profit center potential, and could fall outside the District’s
mission. The programs and services are to be priced to recover full cost plus a
designated profit percentage.
It is the responsibility of the District Commissioners and staff to set the fee structure at
each level based on the District’s mission, citizen input, funding and other circumstances.
The Commission should review the fee structure annually.

FEE LEVELS SUMMARY
1. COMMUNITY BENEFIT – community campfires, bike rodeo, family bike ride,
scholarship programs. Community Events are FREE.
2. COMMUNITY/INDIVIDUAL BENEFIT – beginner soccer camps, beginner Tennis,
golf lessons. BBBPRD2 pays 50%.
3. INDIVIDUAL/COMMUNITY BENEFIT – recreational day camps, sports leagues,
etc. The District pays 10 – 30%.
4. MOSTLY INDIVIDUAL BENEFIT - belly dancing, painting, photography, drama,
etc. BBBPRD2 does not subsidize, and receives an administrative/promotional fee.
5. HIGHLY INDIVIDUAL BENEFIT - food concessions, District-taught classes (golf),
facility rentals. BBBPRD2 profits from fees for services.
These are meant to be examples and can be changed at the discretion of the Board.

Page | 40

IMPLEMENTATION ROADMAP
The Road Map is designed to provide the Board of the Blaine-Birch Bay Park and
Recreation District 2 with a step-by-step action plan that will lead to the full
implementation of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

STEP 1:

Meet With Partners: Upon plan adoption, schedule meetings
with both Whatcom County Parks and Recreation and the City of
Blaine. Have ongoing discussions.

STEP 2:

Joint Meetings: Meet in joint session with the Blaine Parks and
Cemetery Board to begin to integrate plans, activities and decisionmaking. Continue to hold these meetings.

STEP 3:

Inter-Local Agreements: Continue the development of Interlocal agreements with Whatcom County Parks and City of Blaine
as well as the Blaine School District for shared use of facilities,
project development, joint programs, funding and other operations.

STEP 4:

Cooperative Projects: Based on the discussions for joint projects,
use District funds to build projects within the District.
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MAPS
The attached maps provide an overview of facilities both existing and planned within the
BBBRPD2. Further information on facilities and future development can be found in the
City of Blaine Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan 2004 and the Whatcom County
Comprehensive Plan (updated 2008). A brief summary of the information that can be
found on the maps is as follows:
The Master Plan Overview Map functions as a general outline of the boundaries of the
Park District and the amenities to be found within it. The map includes existing parks,
parcel ownership, existing and proposed trails, bike routes and beach access points.
References to proposed facility additions and improvements as defined by the citizen
directed Master Plan process are also indicated.
The Neighborhood Park Planning Map provides location information about existing
neighborhood boundaries in both the Blaine and Birch Bay areas. Existing park facilities
and proposed locations for future neighborhood park development are indicated with ¼
mile radius circles. Existing neighborhoods within the Park District are identified. Park
and trail categories are defined and levels of service outlined.
The Community Park Planning Map provides location information about existing
community park facilities and indicates proposed locations for future community park
development. A 1 mile radius circle is used to loosely define existing and future needs.
Park and trail categories are defined and levels of service outlined.
Full size maps are available for use/review. Contact the District office for information.
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Demographic information provides a profile of potential park, trail and recreation facility users. Additionally, demographic data can
provide information about the unique health needs of population subgroups. Research shows that social and economic factors - like
educational attainment, ethnicity or income - are closely related to health and can contribute to disparate health outcomes.
Whatcom
County
203,211

Selected Demographic Characteristics
Total Population

Blaine

Birch Bay

4,779

8,054

49.6%
50.4%

48.9%
51.1%

51.7%
48.3%

9.1%
22.5%
25.5%
11.0%
21.3%
10.7%

8.9%
26.9%
21.4%
7.1%
19.0%
6.8%

11.6%
22.0%
24.4%
13.6%
19.5%
8.9%

$51,939

$53,669

$52,597

13.6%
6.1%
4.94%

10.6%
7.6%
6.1%

8.1%
0%
4.6%

16.4%
16.1%
6.7%
17.4%

8.2%
7.8%
7.0%
9.2%

15.7%
10.5%
3.7%
33.7%

7.1%

4.0%

5.3%

Sex

Male
Female

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 American
Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Educational Attainment (pop. 25 years and over)

No High School Diploma
Only High School Diploma or GED
Some College, No Degree
Associate’s Degree
Bachelor Level Degree
Post-graduate Level Degree
Income

Median Household Income
Uninsured

No Healthcare Coverage (Total Pop.)
No Healthcare Coverage (Children)
Population with Limited English Proficiency
Poverty

Total Population in Poverty (100% FPL)
Adult Population in Poverty (100% FPL)
+
Seniors (65 ) in Poverty (100% FPL)
Children in Poverty (100% FPL)
Employment

Unemployment Rate
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
FPL = Federal Poverty Level

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

23.6%
22.6%
20.7%

22.3%

21.1%

18.7%
15.7%

14.5%
13.9%

10.7%

12.6%

15.2%

16.4%

8.2%

11.6%

13.5%

8.9%
9.1%

Data on health status in Whatcom County are generally available only at the county level because of small sample sizes. However,
county-level measurements of health behaviors allow for assessing linkages between social determinants of health and health
outcomes. For example, by comparing the prevalance of certain chronic diseases & other health indicators with income levels, we can
better understand that these health indicators vary by socioeconomic level.

Source: Whatcom County Health Department,
Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance System, 2011-12

General health status fair or poor
Physical health poor 7 or more days in past 30 days
Mental health poor 7 or more days in past 30 days
Social & Emotional Support
Depression
Physical Inactivity
Inadequate Fruit/Vegetable Consumption
Chronic Disease
Current Asthma
Heart Disease
Diabetes
Overweight (BMI 25+)
Obese (BMI 30+)
Health Insurance (age < 65)
Income $25,000+
Income < $25,000

13.6%
17.1%
15.4%
81.1%
6.2%
16.0%
72.7%

15.8%
16.7%
17%
77%
7%
18.9%
74.6%

9.4%
4.7%
9.1%
35.9%
21.7%
80.6%
87.4%
62.0%

10%
5%
8%
35%
27%
79%
87.3%
54.7%

50%
75%
69%
28%
17.70%
73.40%
48%

50.10%
75.4%
67%
31%
17.8%
75.50%
49%

25.40%
14%
8%
8.7%
31.1%
13%

22.20%
12.90%
10%
5.5%
34.3%
12.3%

Source: Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, Whatcom County 2011-12.

Youth Quality of Life- Low or Medium Low
Social & Emotional Support
After-School Activities
Depression
Food Insecurity
Inadequate Fruit/Vegetable Consumption
Did Not Meet Recommendations for Physical Activity
Health Conditions
Asthma
Overweight
Obese
Bike to School
Walk to School
Always Wear Helmet









Source: Washington Healthy Youth Survey, 10th Graders, Whatcom County, 2012.

A community’s health is affected by the physical enviornment. A safe, clean environment that provides access to healthy food,
recreational opportunities and limits exposure to harmful substances is important to maintaining and improving community health.
Feeling safe can also influence one’s health. Fear of crime or violence can lead to stress, and feeling unsafe in one’s environment can
also lead to social isolation and a lack of physical activity. An unsafe built environment can also put one at risk for injury.

Source: Community Commons, North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Code 713940, Whatcom
County Health Department







Source: Community Commons, North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Code 713940, Whatcom
County Health Department




Total Population

Neighborhood Parks
Number
Acreage per 1,000 population
Community Parks
Number
Acreage per 1,000 population
Regional Parks/Specialty Parklands
Number
Acreage per 1,000 population
Parklets
Number
Acreage per 1,000 population

4,779

8,054

4
0.53

1
0.58

1.0

3
8.08

0
0

5.2

5
7.97

6
61.1

7.0

5
0.27

0
0



Note: Calculations of regional parks/specialty parklands space do

n/a

Source: NWPRD2 Draft Master Plan 2016, ACS 5-year estimates 2009-13. Acreage per 1,000 population
are estimates only.

not include: Blaine Harbor, Blaine Pavillion, BP Heron Center,
tidelands, or Pipeline Athletic Complex, as acreage for these parks
was not provided in the 2016 Draft Master Plan.

Sources: Community Commons, Federal Bureau of Investigtaion, FBI Uniform Crime Reports; Washington State Department of Transportation, Bicycle and Pedestrian Collision Statistics

