What’s Your Passion?
ARTS AND
CULTURE

If you had to give away several
thousand dollars of real money to
a deserving charity in your community, how would YOU decide?
That’s the challenge students face
in the Main Street Philanthropy
program.

Inspiring
a New Generation

HOUSING

Participants start by using our
Make A Difference (“MAD”) cardsort activity to identify what gets
them excited. They must screen
20 different cards representing 20
areas of charitable focus and narrow the field until they find the
three they care most about. As
the list of possibilities gets smaller
and smaller, the choices get harder
and harder.

HUNGER

EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

HEALTH RESEARCH
AND EDUCATION

Once students have found their
Top Three interests, they use the
back sides of the cards to identify
local charitable organizations that
align with their personal interests.
We group students into small
teams based on their Top Three
interests.

Inspiring
a New Generation
“I never thought I would get this much
learning experience out of this program,
not because I had low expectations but
because it has just blown my mind away!”
Payton P., Harmony High School

GET INVOLVED NOW!
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Then the work begins in earnest.
In only ten weeks, participants
must investigate, report, evaluate, and finally decide which local
charities get the gift.

It’s an exciting adventure
jam-packed with important
life lessons.

Main Street Philanthropy
•

Public Beautification

•

Recycling

•

Parks
� and
� Nature Preserves

•

Botanical
� Gardens
�
and Greenways

•

Clean Water and Waterways

•

Air Quality Improvement

•

Promotion of Renewable
Energy
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We inspire the next
generation of philanthropists
by helping students
experience the joy of giving
and serving.

How Does the
Program Work?

What is Main Street
Philanthropy?
Main Street Philanthropy began with an observation and a question. The founders, Ryan Ponsford
and Scott Farnsworth, observed that one of the
most effective ways to make a significant positive
impact in the lives of teenagers and young adults
in high-net-worth families was through meaningful, hands-on involvement in charitable giving and
community service.
This led to a question: Could the lives of students
from “Main Street” be similarly changed by experiencing the giving side of philanthropy, by becoming “philanthropists in training?”
The answer, it turns out, is a resounding YES!!!

The Main Street Philanthropy experience is built on
a lively curriculum consisting of classroom learning, small group activities, and individual assignments. Students identify and screen qualified
community organizations, raise funds, and make
actual donations.
Here’s an overview:

Who Does It Help?
Students Learn
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Financial Literacy
Written and Oral Communication Skills
Self Esteem
Community Awareness
Interpersonal Trust and Communication
Identification of Personal Values & Purpose
Group Collaboration
Volunteerism
Gratitude

The School Benefits

Main Street Philanthropy creates a dynamic, realworld experience in charitable giving and fundraising. The process brings together small teams of
students, their classroom teacher, an MSP Ambassador, generous donors, and front-line charities,
all of whom benefit from this remarkable collaboration.
The result: profound transformation. Minds are
opened, possibilities are explored, imaginations are
ignited, help is given, hearts are touched, and lives
are changed—forever. As one young participant
commented at the end of his journey into the world
of philanthropy, “I never knew giving away
money could be so hard . . . or so much
fun.” Ervin, McPhatter Middle School

• The program improves pride and citizenship
among its students
• Provides community recognition for the school
• Enriches and diversifies the school curriculum
• Provides an opportunity for the school to give
back to the community
• Offers students a real world learning experience
in math, social sciences, group study and collaboration, financial literacy, basic life skills

The Community Benefits

• Development of a new generation of donors 		
and volunteers
• Worthwhile organizations chosen by the students
receive grants for their charitable missions
• Interaction with the program increases community awareness of charitable organizations

Donors Benefit

• Sponsoring donors share in the youthful energy
and enthusiasm of the students
• The program “diversifies” their own gifting
without additional screening
• Builds a long-term base of a new generation of
philanthropists
• Provides immediate satisfaction and a boost to the
community

Week 1: What’s Your Passion?

Following an introduction to the world of philanthropy, students identify their own personal areas of social concern
using the Make A Difference (“MAD”) cards.

Week 2: Who’s Got Team Spirit?

Students are organized into teams based on areas of interest. They build team camaraderie and start creating a
team fund-raiser.

Week 3: What’s Your Mission?

Teams develop their own Mission Statements, then start
identifying and contacting community organizations they
want to screen.

Week 4: Does It All Add Up?

Students learn real-world math and critical thinking skills
by locating and evaluating charities’ Form 990 tax returns
and other financial information.

Week 5: What’s Beyond the Numbers?

Besides good numbers, what makes an effective charity?
Students ask probing questions about the purpose, culture,
and leadership of potential recipients.

Week 6: What Do Insiders Say?

Students question a panel of non-profit insiders, looking
for smart places to donate money. Team fund-raisers are
starting to come together.

Week 7: What’s Your Favorite Charity?

Teams learn important lessons about group dynamics and
decision-making by reviewing the data they have collected
and proposing charities to receive gifts.

Week 8: Is That Your Final Answer?

After reporting on an interview with a local volunteer and
donor, teams make their final determinations as to whom
they will give their gifts.

Week 9: Isn’t Giving Fun?

Students and sponsoring donors visit the local charities
the teams have chosen and present checks. Recipients
express gratitude for the gifts.

Week 10: What Did We Learn?

Students debrief their experience, identify what they learned, and recognize opportunities to make philanthropy and
community service a permanent part of their lives.

