A point-in-time count takes place during a
24-hour period during which volunteers are
sent out into the community with surveys
ready to be filled out by every homeless
person that is encountered. These surveys are
then combined with data taken from the
HMIS (Homeless Management Information
System) database, amounting to what is
essentially an area census on homelessness.
The count is conducted in January, occurs
annually, and is spearheaded by a region’s
Continuum of Care (CoC). Data gathered
during the PIT count is submitted to the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) in conjunction with
other counts from other CoCs conducted
during the same 24 hour period, combining to
form the nation’s official statistics on
homelessness.

A Continuum of Care (CoC) is a regional
or local planning body consisting of various
community agencies that coordinates housing
and services funding for homeless and at risk
families and individuals. Every region of the
United States and its territories has a CoC as
sanctioned by HUD.

The VFCCH is an administrative agency
whose primary objective is to procure,
distribute, and monitor funding and provide
oversight for agencies providing direct
services to the community as well as to
oversee and regulate HMIS data entry. The
VFCCH is the lead agency of our regional
CoC.

•

Chronically Homeless are homeless individuals with
disabilities (or families whose head of household has a
disability) who have either been continuously homeless
for a year or more or have experienced at least four
episodes of homelessness in the last three years.

•

Individuals are people who are not part of a family
during their episode of homelessness. They are homeless
as single adults, unaccompanied youth, or in multipleadult or multiple-child households.

•

People in Families are people who are homeless as part
of households that have at least one adult and one child.

•

Sheltered Homeless are individuals who are staying in
emergency shelters, transitional housing programs, or
safe havens.

•

Unsheltered Homeless are people who stay in places
not meant for human habitation, such as the streets,
abandoned buildings, vehicles, or parks.

•

Transitional Housing is a project that is designed to
provide housing and appropriate supportive services to
homeless persons to facilitate movement to independent
living within 24 months, or a longer period approved by
HUD.

•

Emergency Shelter is any facility with overnight
sleeping accommodations, the primary purpose of which
is to provide temporary shelter for the homeless in
general or for specific populations of the homeless.
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Learn about this serious issue that profoundly
affects our area.

Homelessness in Volusia/Flagler

The most reported cause of homelessness was
“employment/financial reasons”, which was cited twice as
often as the next most reported cause: “family problems”.
“Housing issues” and “medical reasons” were the third and
fourth most reported causes of homelessness, respectively.
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We documented 110 total veterans, making up about 8.5% of
our homeless population.
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Number of Homeless

218 (~16%) people were staying in an emergency shelter,
332 (25%) were living in transitional housing, and 777
(~58%) were considered “unsheltered”. When asked,
“where did you stay last night?” the most reported response
(44%) was “a place not meant for habitation”.

246 (18.5%) of people qualified as chronically homeless.
There were 21 chronically homeless families.
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8% of our homeless had a substance abuse disorder, 6% had
a serious mental illness, and 5% were victims of domestic
violence.
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7% of the general homeless population and
up to 40% of homeless youth identify as
LGBT+ 2. This is compared to 3.2% of the
general population3.

•

63% of homeless women have experienced
domestic abuse in their lifetime4.

•

On average, 43% of runaway and homeless
youth report being physically abused, 17%
report being sexually exploited, and 38%
reported being emotionally abused5.

•

On average, roughly 25% of homeless are
steadily employed and 44% have worked for
pay in the last 30 days6.
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